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DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO WIT: 

District ClerkU Office. 

Be it remembered, that on the eighteenth day of April, A. D. 1825, in the 
fortj-ninth jear of the Independence of the United States of America, Jamea 
Savage, of the said District, has deposited in this office the title of a book, the 
right whereof he claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

" The History of New England from 1630 to 1649. Bj John Wintbrop, 
Esq. first Governour of the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay. From his ori- 
ginal Manuscripts. With Notes to illustrate the civil and ecclesiastical Con- 
cerns, the Geography, Settlement and Institutions of the Country, and the 
Lives and Manners of the principal Planters. By James Savage^ Member of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society. Vol. I. 

" Saepe audivi, Q. Maximum, P. Scipionem, prsBterea civitatis nostrae prae- 
claros viros, solitos ita dicere, cum ihajorum imagines intuerentur,^vehemen- 
tissime sibi animum ad virtutem accendi. — Sallust, Bell. Jugurth. c. ivJ' 

In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled 
" An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of maps^ 
charts and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein mentioned :'' and also to an act entitled " An act supplementary : 
to an act, entitled, An act for flie encouragement of learning, by securing the 
copies of maps, charts and books to the authors and proprietors of such copies 
during the times therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereof to .the 
arts of designing, engraving and etching historical and other prints.'* 

JNO. W. DAVIS, 
1^" Clerk of the District of Massachusetts, 
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PREFACE. 



£!aRLY in the spring of 1816 was discovered, in the tower 
of the Old South Church in Boston, the third volume of the 
History of New England, in the' original MS. of the author, 
John Winthrop, first governour of the Massachusetts Bay. 
Wh^n the precious book was presented to the Massachusetts 
Historical Society, at their next meeting, 25 April, the diffi- 
culty of transcribing it for the press seemed to appal several 
of the most competent members, whose engagement in more 
important duties afibrded also a sufficient excuse for leaving 
such labour to he undertaken by any one, at any time, who 
could devote to it many weeks of leisure. The task appeared 
inviting to me. On the same evening the MS. was taken, and 
the study of its chirography was begun, the next day, by the 
aid of one of the former MSS. collated with the printed 
volume, usually called Winthrop's Journal. Of all the three 
MSS. and of the published Journal, a sufficient account may 
be seen in 2 Hist. Coll. IV. 200. 

Before the collation of the former MS. with the volume 
printed in 1790 had proceeded through many pages, the dis- 
covery of numerous important errours seemed to make a new 
edition of the earlier part of the History very desirable ; and 
when a transcript of the new-found volume was completed, my 
resolution was fixed, that it should not be printed without 
a perfect revision of the Journal. Notes, explanatory, in 
some instances, of the text, illustrating, in some degree, the 
biography of many persons named in it, and referring to bet- 
ter accounts of others than I could furnish, were thought neces- 
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sarj. Several hundred notes were prepared, and a careful 
collation of the whole printed volume, for the second time, 
with the original volumes of MS. was finished on 2 June, 1819. 
Being then required to visit a foreign country, all mj prepara- 
tions were suspended until 1 returned. Care, however, was 
taken to leave the corrected copy of the printed volume, with 
my copy of the third part, to be kept safely. Again called 
abroad in 1822, I so carefully disposed of my copy of the 
third volume, as to leave it in a forgotten place, which afforded 
me the gratification of making a new one, begun 8 December, 
1823^ and finished 30 March, 1824. This circumstance ad- 
monished me of the propriety of adopting early measures for 
guarding against farther accidents df that kind. Application 
was made, at the next session of the General Court of this 
commonwealth, by the Historical Society, for encouragement 
of the publication. In consequence of the lifeerail aid of the 
Legislature, the volume comes thus early before the pubH6k« 
To the account of the three MSS* above referred to, may 
be added, that the whole had beeh in possession of Hobbardj 
the reverend historian of Ipswich, who made the basis, and 
much the most valuable part of his work, out of WiritKrop's 
materials, using them commonly without other labour than 
literal copying, and disposing themf in a different order. See 
J>age 297 of this volume, for ah estimate of th^ value of that 
work. Nor can I forgive the slight use 6f these invaluable 
documents, which is evirtced by Matb^r^ the imhappy author 
of Magnalia Christi Americana, who, in the hdrty of com- 
posing that endless work, seems to have preferred useless 
quotations of worthless books, two or three centuries older, or 
popular and corrupt traditions, to the full matter and precise 
statement of facts, dates, principles and motives, furnished by 
auihentick history. That he. possessed these MSS. is^ plain 
enough from his citations of several passages in his Life of 
our author, book IT. cap. 4. Perhaps he grudged the time, 
which must have been consumed by a deVoted study of the 
volumes; for no other excuse can I imagine for his cltimfsy 
abbreviation of that excellent speech in § 9, that will appear in 
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OVLT next volumd* Prom this mutilated transcript of Mather, 
vfe may presume, the authors of the Modern Universal His- 
tory condensed and adorned^ in voU XXXIX. 291, 2, their 
report, as if delivered in Su Stephen^s chapel, of '^ the follow* 
ing Speech, which is equal to any thing of antiquity; whether 
we consider it as coming from a philosopher or a magistrate.^ 
It may be seen, also,, iti the valuable Summary History of 
]!7ew England by Hannah Adams, 79^ 80. Agreeable as this 
commendsltion of the London compilers is^ the original address 
frofiB Winthrop'6 owfi pen is far superiour to their copy, and 
its simplicity is injured by their decorations. One would as 
soon eJlchange a portrait of full size from the life for an en« 
graving in duodeeio^o, as receive the version of the oration 
in the Universal HisftOfy for our authoi^'s report of his " little 
S?peeCh." 

TheSfe tettcrable MSS. afterwards were in the bands of 
Prince, Whd used pairt of the first in compiling his Annals, II, 
Htrtcbinson, We kfeow, did ftot enjoy the use' of them. 

Of the title of this work, it may be desirable for the reader 
to tinderstahd, that it is the exact language of the author. In 
the first vo^hrciie of MS.j indeed^ it is not used, nor is any other 
designatiofn giveft to the boork; But Prince labels it " History 
of New England,' by John Wimhrop, gdfvernour of ijife Massa- 
chusetts," and both the oihtt MS. Volumes begin, in the wri- 
ter's own hand, " A Contimiatioft of the History of N6w Eng- 
land." Perhaps H would be more gratifying, could we de- 
termine, whether Winthfrop' designed by this tgrm the colony 
of Mafssachusetts only^ or all the^^ 

aftd rirrce i860, usufally called Hew England. It is plain 
though, "that, in the early pari of his wotk, bis regards are 
confined to Massachusetts pro|yer,> eitclusive of Maine, New 
HaffK|)^hire ^nd Pfimduth y nor is ther^, in lat^r patts, so liberal 
a narrative of tKos^ oolbhies, or of Rhode Island and Coti- 
necticut, as we shotfld be happy to' receive from one so well 
afcqe^ainted With the history of all. Johnson certainly means, 
by Ne^ England, Massachusetts alone ; and the omission of 
regular notices, by <wr atithor, of the ahnual electioris, atid, 
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indeed, of all other incidents in each of the other colonies, 
except those incidents had close connexion with our colony, 
leaves it -beyond question, that the name must have the same 
strict interpretation. Letters from private persons on the 
other side of the ocean were frequently addressed to John 
Winthrop, governour of New England. Sir William Berkley, 
the royal governour of Virginia, employs the same style ; and 
the king and council usually designate this colony New England. 
Perhaps the great confederation of the four colonies in 1643, 
extended the name to them, or rather deprived Massa5:hu* 
setts of its improper appropriation. The next year the 
patent for Providence Plantations in New England was ob- 
tained, which name would certainly not have been allowed by 
their neighbours without authority of parliament. 

My duly has called for a very scrupulous attention to^ the 
exact phraseology of the original MS. and the reader may 
confidently receive this text of Winthrop for a correct one, 
verified by collation of his autograph at three several periods 
in difierent years. The integrity of the text has, indeed, been 
as great an object of my labour, as the preparation of notes. 
Yet mistakes may haye occurred ; for, at different times, the 
same %vord has sometimes b^en variously read by me. . The 
venerable authorities will remain in the archives of the His- 
torical Society for my correction by any one, who doubts 
of the faithfulness of a single passage. 

Perhaps some of my readers will be pleased with an ex- 
planation of the style, or supputation, of the year. Before 
1 752, the year was, by the legal method of computation, held 
to begin on 25 Mai*ch, Lady Day, or Annunciation, so called 
from the notion entertained by the church, that the event 
recorded in the gospel of Luke, i. 26 — 38, occurred on that 
day. The general practice of JBngland had, indeed, several 
years earlier, conformed to that of the rest of Christendom, in 
making the first of January new yearns day ; and the law, at 
last, followed the popular wisdom, as usual, in the correction. 
But, in our author's time,, the custom coincided with the law. 
It is of more importance, however, to remark, that, in reckon* 
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iDg the months, March was called the first, February the 
twelfth, September, October, November and December, then 
having, consistent with their Latin etymology, the numerical 
rank, which is now lost* Yet it is still more important to be 
noticed, that a very dangerous diversity existed in styling the 
year by its old numeral until 25 March, or giving it the new 
designation from the beginning of that month. In the Appen- 
dix, A. 37, 38, 39, 40, our author dates the old year, and such 
course is generally followed through the History, though some- 
times he varied.' I have preferred uniformity with bis general 
custom. In the Appendix, G., Davenport and Gov. Elaton use 
1638, where Winthrop would have written 1637. Numerous 
crrours from this source are observable in all the writers on 
our early history; and even the most careful sometimes fall 
into them. The accurate Hutchinson, I. 16, 17, mentions the 
purchase by our company from the Plimouth council, 19 
March, 1627, and the charter from the king, confirming the 
same, 4 March, 1638, in which we might suppose he followed 
the old style. But the first election of officers, pursuant to the 
charter, on the last Wednesday in Easter term, he makes 
13 May, 1628, by which we see his mistake. It was 1639. 
An apology may be expected by the publick for my 
references to the edition of Morton's Memorial by Judge 
Davis, when that work is not published. It is easily made. 
The work had been several years nearly finished, when I be- 
gan my labour in 1816; and the liberal editor, — liberal in 
every thing but withholding from the community the fruit of 
so many years acquisition, — allowed me freety to peruse his 
notes. His friends might reasonably expect, that the volume 
would be soon issued, of which nineteen-twentieths had so 
long been printed. My good fortune, however, permits the 
present publication to appear without the peril of a compari- 
son with one, by which it must be so greatly overshadowed^ 
If that long-desired work is to be postponed during the life of 
the^ editor, the community will gladly prolong their eager 
expectation. 
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For assistance received in the progress of my work, no 
other acknowledgments than will be seien in the notes is re* 
quired by the living or the dead. But Hutchinson, Eliot, Brad- 
ford, Prince, Hazard, and other deceased writers, — Holmes, 
Davis, Allen, and* other living ones, — are common property. 
The freedom used by me in correcting their errours will, I 
hope, entitle my humble notes to the same regard. 

Hanc veniam petimasque damusque vicissim. 

It w;ould b^ thought only a childish affectation to give here the 
names of all, who lent their aid in rendering this book minutely 
accurate ; yet, after all my obligation to them, it is expedient, 
for greater benefits than all their kindness bestowed, to refer to 
the free and unexhausted field, the soil of which is only partial- 
ly turned \|p to the day, that lies for the cultivation of any, in 
our Colony, County, Town and Church Records, whence the 
information derived will be equally abundant and authentick. 
There is, however, one gentleman, to whom my readers will 
feel so much indebted, that to withhold his name would be 
greater afi*ectation than to publish it. My friend, James 
Bowdoin, Esq. procured for me most of the articles in the 
Appendix, especially the family letters, received^ from his 
cousin, Francis B. Winthrop, Esq. of New Haven, which will, 
no doubt, be thought the most valuable appendage to the 
History of their great ancestor. 

The title page, dedication and preface of the former edition 
are here added: 
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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



The following Journal was written bj John Winthrop, Esq. first 
govemoar of Massachusetts. This distinguished gentleman was born 
at Groton in Suffolki June 12, 1587. His grandfather was an emi- 
nent lawyer, in the reign of Henry VIIL and attached to the refor- 
mation. His father was of the s^me profi^ssion ; and the governour 
himself was bred a lawyer, in which character he was eminent both for 
int^rity and abilitijes. Indeed, he Q)ust have had the fairest repnta* 
tion ; for he was appointed a justice of peace at eighteen years oi age. 

When the design of settling a colony in New England, was under- 
taken, Mr. Winthrop was chosen, with general consent, to conduct 
the enterprise. His estate, amounting to the value of six or seven 
hundred pounds sterling a yiear, he converted into money, and em- 
barked for America, in the forty-third year of his age. He arrived at 
Salem, with the Massachusetts charter, June 12, 1630. He was ma- 
ny years governour of that infant colony, and conducted himself with 
such address and unshaken tebtitude, as to render his character uni- 
versally respectable aoumg his cotemporaries, and his memory dear 
to posterity. He died March 26, 1649. 

Mr. Winthrop kept a Journal of every important occurrence, from 
his first embarking for America, in 1630, to the year 1644. This 
manuscript, as appears by some passages, was originally designed 
for publication ; and it was formerly consulted by the first compi- 
lers of New England history, particularly by Hubbard, Mather and 
Prince. But it continued, unpublished and uncopied, in possession 
of the elder branch of the family, till the late revolution, when Gov. 
Trumbull of Conqec^gut procured it, flnd, with the assistance of his 
secretary, copied ja cpnsiderable part of it. Soon after the govemour^s 
death, a gehileroan, who %as a taste' for examining curious original 
papers, which respect his own country, came, by accident, to a 
knowledge of tiiid italinUscript ) aiidj with cbn^Qt of the govemour's 
heirs, contracted for a CQpy, merely fo^. hi^ own improvement and 
amusement. On reading the. work, he found it to contain many 
curious and iriterestirigjiacts,. relating to the settlement of Massa- 
chusetts and the other New England colonies, and highly descriptive 
of the character and views of 9ie first inhabitants. This suggested 
to him the design ^otpinblisbing the Journal complete ; as any abridg- 
ment of it woui^.tencl to weaken its historical evidence, and put [it] in 
the power of captious criticks to impeach its authenticity. By con- 
sent of the descendants of Gov. Winthrop, proposals were issued for 
publishing a small number of copies ; ana the design is at length 
accomplisned. 
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THE EDITOR'S PREFACE. xi 

The copy here presented to the publick was made bjr John Poiv 
ter, Esq. the secretary of the late Go¥. Trumbull, whose declaration 
respecting its accuracy, is here annexed. It is an extract from hit 
letter to the editor : 

LxBAHOV, January l«f, 178B« 
Dear Sir, 

A ORES ABLE to jour request, I Bend you a copy of Got. Winthrop'l 
History. The transcribing has required more labour than I at 6rst expected. 
I carefully examined the original, and, on comparing, found man^ errours in 
the first copy ; which, upon further experience in readimrthe origma], I have 
been able to correct; as ali^o to fill up many blanks. This has caused me 
much study, and retarded the completion of the* business for some time. Ton 
will observe some blanks in the present copy — some of them are so in the origi- 
nal; but, excepting the blanks, I believe this may be depended oo as a 
genuine copy. 

I am^ dear Sir, 

with sentiments of esteem, 

your obedient humble servant, 

JOHN PORTER* 

The original is in the hand-writing common to that age, and i9 
not read without difficulty. The first copy was made during Got. 
TrumbulPs life, and part of it by the goyernour himself. The last 
copy, here given to the world, was taken from the first, and, through- 
out the whole, compared with the original. The blanks are fj^w, 
and, as the reader will observe, of no considerable consequence. 

Many parts of the work are not interesting to modem readers; but 
even these are necessary to five future historians an accurate account 
of the first traosacticms of £e settlers, and luniish posttritj with a 
precise knowledge of the characters and manners-d' tteir forefirtfaers. 

Important institutions, and the general complexion of national 
government, often originate iti the most trivial circumstances, or tiie 
minutest traits of character ; and without a detail of the moat trifling 
facts in the early history of New England, it will be impossible to 
understand the nature of their present religious and political estab- 
lishments. 

But; however unimporbmt particular . pasawges in the foUowiiu; 
Journal may ^PP^^ to the body of readers, the substance of the work 
is highly ^aiuaMe ; and, it isi nresnmed, the historian, the philosopher, 
and the divine, will he gratined with a publication, which faaa long 
been a desideratum among the literati of the New World. 

HAETFanp, J«/^, 1790. 



Tr reader is desired to observe, that, at the head of the page, stands the 
kiame of the governour for the time being ; that the references from the text 
to the notes are marked by Arabick numerals ; that words doubtful in the 
original MSS. are printed in Italick characters, as on page 286 ; that words 
presumed to be deficient in the original are supplied by including them in 
brackets, as on page 19 ; that words in the original MSS. having a pen drawn 
through them are denoted by a star before and after, as on page 232 ; that 
some inyportant omissions in the former edition are marked by a § before and 
after, as on page 148 ; that the difference in some particular places, between 
the correct reading of this edition and the erroneous ones of the former edi- 
tion, is marked by giving the true word or words in the text between parallel 
lines before and after, and the word or words of the former edition between 
similar lines in the margin below, as on page 3. 

in printing Indian names, I havie followed the orthography of originals, 
however various at different times. Great literal correctness has been aimed 
at, and in general obtained in printing this volume. The reader may note 
the following errouM^ besides a few in punctuation, of less importance : 

ERRATA. 

fttf^ 2d, in note, last line but four, for Aihhy^ read Ashley. 
—^^ 78, in note, last line but one, for Thwrhw^ read Thurlot. 
— -— 82, in note, last line but one, for mthoiU^ read with, 

247, in note, last line but 10, and in note 2, on page 313, for Thomien^ 

read Tompson. 
— .i 276, in note, last line but four, for a«^ read at, 

384, in text, line 33, for Elizahtth^ read Martha, 

— -* 391, in text, line 11, for J^ath, read Math, 



Perhaps I should here notice, that the address of our governour and com- 
pany on board the Arbella, printed for John Bellamie, London, 1630, has 
been found by me since writing the remark on page 5 of this volume. 
It is bound up with several other rure tracts in the Prince Collection, but, as 
it gives only the seven naaief^ trajAscribed by Hubbard, its value is not so 
great as I imagined. 
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j^.^'^'^'y'FtastofSt.Miclml, An* 1607, fny Sitter, y LaA, 
•^Mnwj,, dtdgntmta Stmt Pot, tipped and cnered v>th a SUver 

f .J'=»«'wTe memorandum was taken out of my neat mat irrand- 
fatt*r Mr. Adam Wnthn«,..hi8 notes, and giv^^(&S 
Myk-I"^ T"" '*^° Winthrop. relating to the Stone Pot irivS 
hjm^U surter one hundred years ago; Vhich Pot is now 'if mj 

ADAM WINTHROP, 

the son of Adam— the >on of Adam— the son 
of John, gOTemour of Maiaachuaett*— the 
«on of the aboTesaid Adam, to whom the Pot 
was at first given. 



Be it reroenibered, that the « Stone Pot, Hpped and covered with 
^Silver Lydd -Mcended to me upon the M^th of my faLTih 

fnd iB"i:L''in%^^^^ *"^ ''^''^^ y^ - «^^ ^U> 

WILLIAM WINTHROP, 

the son of John— the son of Adam— the son of 
Adam— the son of Adam— the son of John, 
(governour of Massachusetts,)— the son of 
Adam, to whom the Pot was at first given. 
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The principal yessels, which brought cor faOien faitheir, «M venemoensa i»j 
their descendants with no small degree of affection* The Majflower had been 
a name of renown, without forming part of this fleet, because in her came the 
devoted planters of Plimouth, and she had also brought, in the year preceding 
this, some of Higginson^s companions to Salem. Endicot ana the first colo- 
nists of Massachusetts in 1628 demand our gratitude for the Abigail. But the 
circumstance of changing, ^^ in honour of the Ladj^' Arbella, wife of Isaac 
Johnson, Esq. the originfd name of this admireU ship, which was the Eagle, 
makes us confident in the correctness of this name, while it pleases the imagi- 
nation that would honour the veisele In hi« episUe to tk^ Co«]iite«9 of Lincoln, 

1 VOL. I, 



2 JOHN WINTHROr. [1630. 

whereof Capt. Peter ^Milborne was master, being manned 
with fifty-two seamen and twenty^eight pieces of ordnance, 
(the wind coming to the N. and by W. the evening before,) 
in the morning there came aboard us Mr. ^Cradock, the 
late governour, and the masters of his two ships, Capt. John 
Lowe, master of the Ambrose, and Mr. Nicholas Hurlston, 
master of the Jewel, and Mr. Thomas ^Beecher, master of 
the Talbot, (which three ships rode then by us — the Charles, 
the. Mayflower, the William and Francis, the Hopewell, the 
Whale, the Success and the Trial being still at ^Hampton 
and not ready,) when, upon conference, it was agreed, that 
(in regard it was uncertain when the rest of the fleet would 
be ready) these four ships should consort together ; the 
Arbella to be Admiral, the Talbot Vice- Admiral, the Am- 



motber of this ladj, Gov. Dudley uses the same letters with Winthrop, in 
, whose MS. the word is more plainly written than almost any other, and we 
cannot suppose they could be mistaken in so simple a point about one of their 
most intimate friends. It was therefore only in compliance with popular 
opinion, that this errour found place in the former edition ; and we may now 
hope that, in time to come, the correction will be always regarded. 

1 By the company records it appears, the master owned one eighth of the 
ship. 

s Matthew Cradock, it is certain, never came to our country, though he 
maintained a small plantation for fishing at Mistick, in the present bounds of 
Maiden, opposite to Winthrop's farm at Ten Hills. He was long honoured in 
our annual registers as first governour 'of the colony ; yet, as he was in fact 
only the head of a commercial company in England, not ruler of the people, 
his services are adequately acknowledged without retaining his name in that 
most respectable list. To him is due the honour of the proposal, 28 July pre- 
ceding the date of commencement of this History, for transferring the govern- 
ment from the company in London to the inhabitants here — a measure, of 
whicl) the benefit was felt more and more every year till the independence of 
the' tJnited States, with which its connexion is apparent. This fact is by 
Prince, I. 189, verified from the records of that day. His death I refer to 
1644, for in our county registry deeds are found of that year from his agent, 
and in the next year from the agent of his executors. A descendant, George 
Cradock, Esq. is mentioned by Douglas and Hutchinson as an inhabitant 
of Boston. 

3 The same master, in the same ship, had the year before brought to Salem 
the venerable Higginson, the father and pattern of the New England clergy. 
His relation of the voyage, printed at London in a third edition, 1630, is pre- 
served in Hutchinson^ ^^ Collection of Papers." Hubbard, 128, makes this 
name Belcher, but this is perhaps a misprint, for Higginson gives it like 
Winthrop, except that his first syllable iias but one e. Thomas Beecher is 
among the early members of Boston church, being No. 112, and he was a 
representative from Charlestown in the first year, and often afterwards. He 
was by the General Court, in May, 1635, Col. Rec. I. 150, appointed " captain 
of the fort at Castle Island." Hubbard read our MS. as calling the master ot 
the Jewel Harlston. 

4 This port is usually called Southampton. 
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brose Rear-Admiral, and the Jewel a Captain ; and accordingly 
articles of consortship were drawn between the said captains 
and masters ; whereupon Mr. Cradock took leave of us, and 
our captain gave Urn a farewell with four or five shot. 

About ten of the clock we weighed anchor and set sail, with 
the wind at N. and came to an anchor again over against Yar- 
mouth, and the Talbot weighed likewise, and came and anchor- 
ed by us. Here we met with a ship of Hampton, called the 
Plantation, newly come from Virginia. Our captain saluted 
her, and she us again ; and the master, one Mr. [blank] ^Graves, 
came on board our ship, and stayed with us about two or three 
hours, and in the mean time his ship came to an anchor by us. 

Tuesday, 30.] In the morning, about ten of the clock, the 
wind being come to the W. with fair weather, we weighed and 
rode nearer Yarmouth. When we came before the town, the 
castle put forth a flag; our captain saluted them, and they 
answered us again. The Talbot, which rode farther off, salut- 
ed the castle also. 

Here we saw, close by the shore of the Isle of Wight, a 
Dutch ship of one thousand tons, which, being bound to the 
East Indies, about two years since, in passing ||through the 
Needles,|| struck upon a rock, and being forced to run ashore 
to save her men, could never be weighed sinc^, although she 
lies a great height above the water, and yet she hath some 
men fiboard her. 

Wednesday, 31.] The wind continued W. and S. W. with 
rain. Our captain and some of our company went to Yarmouth 
for supply of wood and other provisions ; (our captain was still 
careful to fill our empty casks with water.) 

Thursday, April 1.] The wind continued very strong at W. 
and by S. with much rain. 

Friday, 2.] We kept a fast aboard our ship and the Talbot. 
The wind continued still very high at W. and S. and rainy. 
In the time of our fast, two of our landmen pierced a rundlet of 
strong water, and stole some of it, for which we laid them in 
bolts all the night, and the next morning the principal was 
openly whipped, and both kept with bread and water that day. 

Saturday, 3.] The wind continued still at W. and with con- 
tinual storms and rain. 

Sundav, 4.] Fair, clear weather. In the morning the wind 
yi. and by N. but in the afternoon S. S. W. This evening th^ 

llthither the nidder|| 



^ I cannot satisfactorily make out this name from the MS. but am con- 
vinced the former edition was wrong, and note my uncertainty in the text. 
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Talbot weiffhed and went back to (he Cowes, because her *an- 
chor would not hold here, the tide set with so strong a race. 

MoAday, 6.} The wind still W. and S. with fair weather. 
A maid of Sir Richard ^Saltonstall fell down at the grating by 
the cook room, but the carpenter's man, who occasioned her 
fall unwittin^j, caught hold of her with incredible nimbleness, 
and saved her ; otherwise she had fallen into the hold. 

Tuesday, 6,1 Capt. Burleigh, captain of Yarmouth castle, 
a grave, comely gentleman, and of great age, came aboard us 
and stayed breakfast, and, offering us much courtesy, he depart- 
ed, our captain giving him four shot out of the forecastle for 
his farewell. He was an old sea captam in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, and, being taken prisoner at sea, was kept prisoner in 
Spain three years. Himself and three of his sons were cap- 
tains in ^Roe's voyage. 

The wind was now come about to N« E. with very fair 
weather. 

In the afternoon Mr. Cradock came aboard us, and told us, 
that the Talbot, Jewel and Ambrose were fallen down into 
Stoke's Bay, intending to take their way by St. Helen's Point, 
and that they desired we would come back to them. Here- 
upon we came to council, and wrote unto them to take the first 
opportunity of the wind to fall down to us, and Mr; Cradock 
presently went back to them, our captain giving him three shot 
out of the steeraee for a farewell. 

Our captain called over our landmen, and tried them at their 
muskets, and such as were good shot among them were enroll- 
ed to serve in the ship, if occasion should be« 

The lady Arbella and the gentlewomen, and Mr. ^Johnson 
and some others went on shore to refresh themselves. 

1 A copious coUection of biographical memoirf of this gentleman and bis 
descendants, of wbom our countrj bas justly been proud, may be seen in 
2 Hist. Coll. IV. 154—168. 

3 Sir Thomas Roe was named bv the king to be of the council in the 
second charter of Virginia in May, 1S09, and was in the same year sent by 
Prince Hennr to expk>re the coast of Guiaiia. On the dangerous shores at 
the mouth of the Oronoco he laboured many months with great diligence, and 
ascended the Maragnon three hundred mues. After his return in 1611, he 
became a politician, was a member of parliament, and supported the rights of 
the people in 1614. After that year he was employed, first at the instance of 
the Eflut India Company, in several embassies. Of these his own relation, 
after lying in manuscript more than a century, was given to the press ; but, I 
believe, no account is extant of his voyage to America. He sat with Johb 
Selden for the University of Oxford in the Long Parliament, and died during 
the civil war. He was one of the forty, incorporated in 1620 as the Plimouth 
Council, whose names may be seen in Belknap^s New Hampshire, I. 12, and 
Hubbpd, 217. 

3 Of this gentlexDan, who U usually regarded as the founder of BosIod, an 
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^Wedoesday^ 7.] Fair weather, tb^ wind easterly, in the 
morning a small gale, but in the afternoon it came about to the 
south* This afternoon our other consorts came up to us, and 
about ten or twelve Flemings, and all anchored by us, and the 
masters of the Jewel and of Uie Ambrose came aboard us, and 
our captain and they went on shore. 

Towards night there came from the W. a Fleming, a small 
man of war, with a Brazil man which he had taken prize, and 
came to anchor by us. 

Thursday, 8.] About six in the morning (the wind being E. 
and N. ana fair weather) we weighed anchor and set sail, and 
before ten we gat through the Needles, having so little wind as 
we had much to do to stem the tide, so as the rest of our fleet 
(we being nine in all, whereof some were small ships, which 
-were bound for Newfoundland) could not get out all then till 
the ebb. In the afternoon the wind came S. and W. and we 
were becaln^ed, so as being not able to get above three or four 
leagues from the Needles, our captain tacked about, and putting 
his fore-sheets aback stays, he stayed for the rest of the fleet, 
and as they came by us we spake to them, and about eight in 
the evening we let fall an anchor, intending to stop till the ebb* 
But before ten at night the wind came about to the N. a good 
gale ; so we put up a light in the poop, and weighed and set 
sail, and by daylight, Friday, 9, wc were come to Portland ; 
but the other ships being not able to hold up with us, we wiere 
forced to spare our mainsail, and wei^t on with a 'merry gale. 
In the llmorningll we descried from the top eight sail astern of 
us, (whom Capt. Lowe told us he had seen at Dunnose in the 
evening.) We suf^posing they might be ^Dunkirkers, our 

i.ii 1 1. ...I ■ ■ I ■ I . ■■.Ill . II. ■■- it.. 1 1 

interesting account may be found in Hutchinson, I. 2S, to which neither mj- 
self Dor the diligent historian of Boston, whose work is now in the press, have 
been able to make much addition. . From the first volume of our Probate 
Records it may be seen, that he was the most liberal contributor to the 
company^s fands. His early death prevented him from contributing much to 
the stability of the colony he so assiduously promoted at home, for I find no 
mention of him in our records, but at the Court 7 September, and again, 18 of 
same, acting with Winthrop in taking inquisition at Charlestown upon one of 
their company, who died after short illness. 

1 On this day the admirable letter ^' to the rest of their brethren in and 
of the Church of England" wa« addressed by our adventurous pilgrims from 
'Yarmouth, aboard the Arbella. It is most appropriately given by Hutchinson 
as the first article in the Appendix to his first volume. Only seven of the 
signers are named, which makes it very desirable to procure the 4to pamphlet, 
printed for John Bellamie, LMidon, 16dOi, whence Hubbard, 126, derived it. 

9 Dunkirk was then part of the Spanish Netherknds, and the war be- 
tween Engtend «kk ^ain lanted till December following. 
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captain caused the gun room and gun deck to be cleared ; all 
the hammocks were taken down, our ordnance loaded, and our 
powder chests and fireworks made ready, and our landmen 
quartered among the seamen, and twenty-five of them appoint- 
ed for muskets, and every man written down for his quarter. 

The wind continued N. [blank] with fair weather, and after 
noon it calmed, and we still saw those eight ships to stand to- 
wards us ; having more wind than we, they came up apace, so 
as our captain and the masters of our consorts were more oc- 
casioned to think they might be Dunkirkers, (for we were told 
at Yarmouth, that there were ten sail of them waiting for us ;) 
whereupon we all prepared to fight with them, and took down 
some cabins which were in the way of our ordnance, and out of 
every ship were thrown such bed matters as were subject to 
take fire, and we heaved out our long boats, and put up our 
waste cloths, and drew forth our men, and armed them with 
muskets and other weapons, and instruments for fireworks; 
and for an experiment our captain shot a ball of wild-fire fas- 
tened to an arrow out of a cross-bow, which burnt in the water 
a good time. The ladj^ Arbella and the other women and 
children were removed into the lower deck, that they might 
be out of danger. All things being thus fitted, we went to 
prayer upon the upper deck. It was much to see how cheerful 
and comtortable all the company appeared ; not a woman or 
child that shewed fear, though all did apprehend the danger to 
have been great, if things had proved as might well be expect- 
ed, for there had been eight against four, and the least of the 
enemy's ships were reported to carry thirty brass pieces ; but 
our trust was in the Lord of Hosts ; and the courage of our 
captain, and his care and diligence, did much encourage us. 
It was now about one of the clock, and the fleet seemed to be 
within a league of us ; therefore our captain^ because he would 
shew he was not afraid of them, and that he might see the issue 
before night should overtake us, tacked about and stood to 
meet them, and when we came near we perceived them to be 
our friends — the Little Neptune, a ship of some twenty pieces 
of ordnance, and her two consorts, oound for the Straits ; a* 
ship of ||Flushing,|| and a Frenchman, and three other English 
ships bound for Canada and Newfoundland.^ So when we 

||Hampsliire,|| 

1 Johnson, lib. I. c. 14, makes the nninber of these suspicious sail onlj four. 
But though he was, I presume, a passenger in the fleet with Winthrop, his 
story was probably committed to paper long after the events. Prince, I. 
S05--6, got into confusion between Johnson and Hubbard, and foUowed the 
carelessness of the latter, 129, who represents these ships as '^the rest oC 
the fleet,^' which, i^e know from Dudley, did not sail before May. 



1630.] JOHN WINTHROP. 7 

drew near, every ship (as thejr met) saluted each other^ and the 
Hmusketeersll discharged their small shot; and so (God be 
praised) our fear and danger was turned into mirth and friendly 
entertainment. Our danger being thus over, we espied two 
boats on fishing in the channel ; so every of our four ships 
manned out a skiff, and we bought of them great store of excel* 
lent fresh fish of divers sorts. 

Saturday, 10.] The wind at E. and by N. a handsome gale 
with fair weather. By seven in the morning we were come 
over against Plimouth. 

About noon the wind slacked, and we were come within 
sight of the Lizard, and towards night it grew very calm and a 
grieat fog, so as our ships made no way. 

This afternoon Mr. Hurlston, the master of the Jewel, came 
aboard our ship, and our captain went in his skiflf aboard the 
Ambrose and the Neptune, of which one Mr. Andrew Cole 
was master. There he was told, that the bark Warwick was 
taken by the Dunkirkers, for she came single out of the 
Downes about fourteen days since, intending to come to us to 
the Wight, but was never heard of since.^ She was a pretty 
ship of about eighty tons and ten pieces of ordnance, and was 
set out by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Capt. Mason and others, 
§for discovery of the great lake in New England,§ so to have 
intercepted the trade of beaver. The master of her was one 
Mr. Weatherell, whose father was master of one of the cattle 
ships, which we left at Hampton. 

This day two young men, falling at odds and fighting, con- 
trary to the orders which we had published and set up in the 
ship, were adjudged to walk upon the deck till night with their 
hands bound behind them, which accordingly was executed ; 
and another man, for using contemptuous speeches in our 
presence, was laid in bolts till he submitted himself and promis- 
ed open confession of his offence* 

I should have noted before, that the day we set sail from 
the Cowes, my son Henry Winthrop went on shore with one 

||Majflower and oursjl 

1 She was not taken, but had put into Plimouth, whence Ambrose Gib* 
bens, a passenger in her, wrote 8 April to his employers, as Ejre in his letter 
next year acknowledges. Belknap, N. H. I. Appendix ii. 

3 Of Gorges and Mason, whose nkmes frequently occur in this History, 
BO more perfect account can be expected, than is furnished by Dr. Belknap 
in the first volume of his admirable American Biography, though we must 
regret, that the information about Mason is very slight. The manner in 
which, in thb work, Mason^s death is related, sub an. 1636 and 1640, is 
much to be regretted. 
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of my servants to fetch an ox and ten wethers^ which be had 
provided for our ship, and there went on shore with him Mr. 
^Pelham and one of his servants. They sent the cattle 
aboard, but returned not themselves. About three days after 
my servant and a servant of Mr.^Pelham's came to us to 
Yarmouth, and told us they were all coming to us in a boat 
the day before, but the wind was so strong against them, as 
they were forced on shore in the night, and the two servants 
came to Yarmouth by land^ and so came on ship-board, but 
my son and Mr. Pelham (we heard) went back to the Cowes 
and so to Hampton. We expected them three or four days 
after, but they came not to us, so we have left them behind, 
and suppose they will come after in Mr. ^Goffe's ships. We 
were very sorry they had put themselves upon such incon- 
venience, when they were so well accommodated in our ship* 
This was not noted before, because we expected daily their 
return ; and upon this occasion I must add here one observa- 
tion, that we have many young gentlemen in our ship, who 
behave themselves well, and are conformable to all good 
orders. 

About ten at night it cleared up with a fresh gale at N. and 
by W. so we stood on our course merrily. 

Sunday, 1 1.] The wind at N. and by W. a very stiff gale. 

About eight in the morning, being gotten past Scilly, and 
standing to the W. S. W. we met two small ships, which falling 
in among tis, and the Admiral coming under our lee, we let 
him pass, but the Jewel and Ambrose, perceiving the other to 
be a Brazil man, and to take the wind of us, shot at them and 
made them stop and fall after us, and sent a skiff aboard them 
to know what they were; Our captain, fearing lest some mis*- 
take might arise, and lest they should take them for enemies 
which were friends, and so, through the unruHness of the 
mariners some wrong might be done them, caused his skiff to 
be heaved out, and sent Mr. ^Chretoes, one of bis mat» and 

1 It may be concluded, from the letter of Herbert Pelham, Esq. 
to Gov. V^inthrop, found in Hutch. Coll. 59, dated 23 February, 1635, that 
this gentleman waa his brother. The list of persons, desiring to become 
freemen, in 1630, Prince, II. 4, has the name of Mr. William Pelham. 

S Thomas Goffe, Esq, a merchant of London, had been an adven<^ 
tnrer in the New Plimoutii settlement, and was one of our original patentees, 
but never* came to this country. He was in the charter named deputy 
govemour of the company, and was at this time an aoustant. 

3 One of this name had been mate of the Talbot in her voyage with 
Higginson. He was afterwards master of a vessel, perhaps, in several voy- 
ages, and, I think, settled in our country ; but Prince, 11* 4, makes him 
k rear-admiral. 
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our pildt, (a discreet man,) to see how things were, who return- 
ed^oon after, and brought with him the master of one of the 
ships and Mr. Lowe and Mr. Hurlston. When they were come 
aboard us, they agreed tasend for the captain, who came and 
showed his commission trom the Prince of Orange. In con- 
clusion he proved to be a Dutchman, and his a man of war of 
Flushing, and the other ship was a prize he had taken laden 
with sugar and tobacco; so' we sent them aboard their ships 
again, and held on our course. In this time (which hindered 
us five or six ||leagues(|) the Jewel and the Ambrose came foul 
of each other, so as we much feared the issue, but, through 
God's mercy, thev came well off again, only the Jewel had her 
foresail torn, and one of her anchors broken. This occasion^ 
and the sickness of our minister and people, put us all out of 
order this day, so as we could have no sermons. 

Monday, 12.] The wind more large to the N. a stiff gale^ 
with fair weather. In the afternoon less wind, and our people 
began to grow well again. Our children and others, that were 
sick, and lay groaning in the cabins, we fetched out, and 
having stretched a rope from the steerage to the naainmast, we 
made them stand, some of one side and some of the other, and 
sway it up and down till they were warm^ and by this means 
they soon grew well and merry. 

Tuesday, 13.] The night before it was calm, and the next 
day calm and close weather, so as we made little way, the 
wind with us being W* 

Wednesday, 14. J The wind S. W. rainy weather, in the 
morning* 

About nine in the forenoon the wind came about to N. N. W* 
a stiff gale ; so we tacked about and steered our course W. S. W. 

This day the ship heaved and set more than before,, yet we 
had Iphut fewjl sick, and of these such as came up upon the 
deck, and stirred themselves^ were presently well again ; there* 
fore our captain set our children and |Pyoung|| men to some 
harmless exercises, which the seamen were very active in, and 
did our people much good, though they would sometimes play 
the wags with them. Towards night we were forced to take 
in some sail to stay for the Vice* Admiral, which was near a 
league astern of us. 

[Large blank.] 

Thursday, 15.] The wind still at N. N. W. fair weather, 
but less wind than the day and night before, so as our ship 
made but little way. 

Ildaysll gSstiU somell ||^wn|| 

2 VOL. J. 
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At noon our captain made obsenration by the cross-staff, and 
found we were in forty-seven degrees ihirty-seven minutes 
north latitude* 

All this forenoon our Vice^Admiral was much to leeward of 
us ; so after dinner we bare up towards her, and having fetched 
her up and spoken with her, the wind being come to S. W, we 
tacked about and steered our course N. N. W, Iving as near 
the wind as we could, and about four of the clock, with a stiflT 
gale, we steered W. and by N« and at night the wind grew 
very strong, which put us on to the W. amain. 

About ten at night the wind grew so high, and rain wiUial, 
that we were forced to take in our topsail, and having lowered 
our mainsaU and. foresail, the storm was so great as it split our 
foresail and tore it in pieces, and a knot of the sea washed our 
tub overboard, wherein our fish was a-watering. The storm 
still grew, and it was dark with clouds, (though otherwise 
moonlieht,) so as (though it was the Jewel's turn to carry the 
light this night, yet) lest we should lose or go foul one of 
another, we hanged out a light upon our mizzen shrouds, and 
before midnight we lost sight of our Yice-Admiral. 

Our captain, so soon as he had set the watch, at eight in the 
evening, called his men, and told them he feared we should 
have a storm, and therefore commanded them to be ready 
upon the deck, if occasion should be; and himself was up and 
down the decks all times of the night. 

Friday, 16.] About four in the morning the wind slacked a 
Uttle, yet it continued §a great storm§ still, and though in the 
afternoon it ||blew not|| much wind, yet the sea was so high as 
it tossed us more than before, and *we carried no more but our 
mainsail, yet our ship steered well with it, which few such ships 
could have done. 

About four in the afternoon, the wind still W. and by S. and 
rainy, we put on a new foresail and hoisted it up, and stood 
N. N. W. All this day our Rear»Admiral and the Jewel held 
up with us. 
,This night was very stormy. 

Ail the time of the storm few of our people were sick, 
(Ipexcept the women,|| who kept under hatches,) and there ap- 
peared no fear or dismayedness among them. 
[Large bknk.] 

Saturday, 17.] The wind S. W. very stormy and boister- 
ous. All this time we bore no more sail but our mainsail and 
foresail, and we steered our course W. and by N. 

||cl«ared wjtb|| ||3though no fflen|| 
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This^ajr our captain told me, that our landmen were very 
nastj and slovenly, and that the gun deck, where they lodged, 
was so beastly and noisome with their victuals and beastliness, 
as would much endanger the heakb o( the ship* Hereupon, 
after prayer, we took order^ and appointed four men to see to 
it, and to keep that room clean for three days, and then four 
others should succeed them, and so forth on. 

The wind continued all this day at S. W. a stiff gale. In the 
afternoon it cleared up, but very hazy. Our captain, about 
four of the clock, sent one to the top to look for our Vice- 
Admiral, but he coukl not descry him, yet we saw a sail about 
two leagues to the leeward, which stood toward the N. E. 

We were this evening (by our account) about ninety leagues 
from Scilly, W. and by S. At this place there came a swalbw 
and lighted upon our ship. 

Sunday, 18.] About two in the morning the wind N. W. ; 
so we tacked about and steered our course S. W. We had 
stiJI much wind, and the sea went very high, which tossed our 
$hip continually. 

After our evening sermon, about five of the clock, the wind 
eanjift about to S. £. a good gale, but rainy ; so we steered our 
course W. S. W. and the ship^s way was about niiie leagues 
a watch ; (a watch is four hours.) 

This day the captain sent to top again to discover our Yice- 
AdmiraL We descried from thence to the eastward a sail,. but 
we knew not what she was. 

About seven of the clock the Jewel bare up so near as we 
could speak «ach to other,, and after we bated some sail ; so 
she went ahead of us, and soon after eight put forth her light. 

Monday, 1-9.} In the morning the wind was come about to 
the N. W. a good gale and £air weather; so we held our course, 
but the ship made not so good way as when the wind was 
large. . 

This day, by observation aod account, we found ourselves 
to be in forty-eight degrees north latitude, and two hundred 
and twenty leagues W. from the meridian of London. 

Here I think good to note, that all this time since we came 
from the Wight, we had cold weather, so as we could well 
endure our warmest clothes* I wish therefore that all such as 
shall pass this way in the spring have care to provide warm 
clothing; for nothing breeds qaiore trouble and danger of sick- 
ness, in this season, than cold. 

In the afternoon the wind came to S. W. a stiff gale, with rain ; 
so we steered westerly, till night ; then the wind came about to 
N. W. and we tacked again and stood S. W. 
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Our Rear-Admiral being to leeward of us, we bare up to 
him. He told us all their people were in health, but one af 
their cows was dead. 

Tuesday, 20.] The wind southerly, fair weather, and little 
wind. In the morning we stood S. and by E. in the afternoon 
W. and by N. 

Wednesday, 21.] Thick, rainy weather ; much wind at S. W. 

Our captain, over night, had invited his consorts to have 
dined with him this day, but it was such foul weather as they 
could not come aboard us. 

Thursday, 22.] The wind still W. and by S. fair weather 5 
then W. N. W. 

This day at noon we found ourselves in forty-seven degrees 
and forty-eight minutes, and having a stiff gale, we steered 
S. W. about four leagues a watch, all this day and all the night 
following. 

Friday, 23.] The wind still W. N. W. a small gale, with 
fair weather. Our captain put forth his ancient in the poop, 
and heaved out his skiff, and lowered his topsails, to give sign to 
his consorts, that they should come aboard us to dinner, for 
they were both a good way astern of us, and our Vice-Admiral 
was not yet seen of us since the storm, though we sent to the 
top every day to descry her. 

About eleven of the clock, our captain sent his skiff and 
fetched aboard us the masters of the other two ships, and Mr. 
^Pynchon, and they dined with us in the round house, for 
the ^iady and ^gentlewomen dined in the great cabin. 

1 William Pypchon, Esq. of whom frequent mention is made in this 
History, was named an assistant in the Massachusetts charter. Gov. Dudley 
relates, that his wife died here before the return of the ship they came in. 
Many papers in 2 Hist. CoU. VIIL 2^7 et 9eq. give honourable proof of his 
services. He settled first at Roxbury, but in a few years removed to 
Springfield, of which town he was the founder, and there lived till 1652, 
when, ^^ having received some ill treatment" from the government, ^^ on ac- 
count of his religious principles, he, with Capt. Smith, his son*in-]aw, went 
to England, and with them went the minister of the town, the Rev. Mr. 
Moxon, never to return." See Breck's century sermon. I presume Pynchon 
had written a book above the spirit of that age ; for our government, in a 
curious letter to the prince of fanaticks, Sir Henry Vane, give no clear idea of 
its doctrines. See 3 Hist. Coll. I. 25. His son, John, was of t^e council in 
1665, and many of his descendants are in places of publipl^ usefulness in 
Springfield and its neighbourhood apd at Salem^ 

2 The lady was the wife of Johnson. 

3 Mrs. Phillips, th^ minister's wife, the two daughters of Sir R. Saltonstall, 
and, probably, the wives of Coddington, Dudley, Bradstreet, Nowell, and 
others, are here intended, as the principal people, except Revell an4 
PynchoD, seem to have been in the Arl^ella, which was chiefly own^d by 
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This day and the night following we had little wind, so as 
the sea was very smooth, and the ship made little way. 

Saturday, 24.] The wind still W. and by N. fair weather 
and calm all that day and night. Here we made observation 
again, and found we were in forty-five degrees twenty minutes, 
north latitude. 

Sunday, 25.] The wind northerly, fair weather, but still 
calm. We stood W. and by S. and saw two^hips ahead of us 
- as far as we could descry. 

In the afternoon the wind came W. and by S. but calm stilL 
About five of the clock, the Rear-Admiral and the Jewel had 
fetched up the two ships, and by their saluting each other we 
perceived they were friends, (for they were so far to windward 
of us as we could only see the smoke of their pieces, but could 
not hear them.) About nine of the clock, they both fell back 
towards us again, and we steered N. N. W. Now the weather 
begins to be warm. 

Monday, 26.] The wind still W. and by S. close weather, 
and scarce any wind. 

The two ships, which we saw yesterday, were bound for 
Canada. Capt. ^Kirk was aboard the Admiral. They bare 
up \«^ith us, and falling close under our lee, we saluted each 
other, and conferred together so long till his Vice-Admiral was 
becalmed by our sails, and we were foul one of another; 
but, there being little wind and the Sea calm, we kept them 
asunder with oars, &c. till they heaved out their boat, and so 
towed their ship away. 

They told us for certain, that the king of France had set out 
six of his own ships to recover the fort from them. 

About one of the clock Capt. Lowe sent his skifl* aboard 
us, (with a friendly token of his love to the governour,) to 
desire our captain to come aboard his ship, which he did, 
and there met the masters of the other ships and Capt. Kirk, 
and before night they all returned to their ships again, Capt. 
Lowe bestowing some shot upon them for their welcome. 

The wind now blew a pretty gale, so as our ship made some 
way again, though it were out of our right course N. W. by N. 



-• 1 Probably a brother of Sir David Kirk, or Kertk, as Champlain, in his Voyage^ 
and Charlevoix in his Histoire de la Nouvelle France, choose to spell the name. 
In the table of contents to the former, it is changed to Qner. Sir David, with 
his two brothers, Thomas and Lewis, had, the preceding year, taken 
Quebeck, an event then, and long after, thought of so little consequence, 
as not to be noticed in Hume^s History of England. The name of Kirk 
will recur in the latter part of this History, when he was governour of New- 
foundland, of which he had, in» charter of 1628, been one of the grantees. 
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Tuesdaj, 27.1 Tbe wind still westerly, a stiff gale, with 
close weather. We steered W. N. W. About noon some rain^ 
and all the day very cold. • We appointed Tuesdays and Wed- 
nesdays to catechise our people, and this day iSlr. ^Phillips 
began it. 

Wednesday, 28.] All the night, and this day till noon, the 
wind very high at S» W. close weather, and some rain. Be- 
tween eleven and twelve, in a shower, the wind came W. N. W. 
so we tacked about and stood S. W. 

Thursday, 29.] Much wind all this night at W. and by N. 
and the sea went very high, so as the ship rolled very much, be- 
cause we sailed but with one course ; therefore, about twelve, 
our captain arose and caused the foretopsail to be hoisted, 
and then the ship went laore steady* $He caused the quai>- 
termaster to look down into the hold to see if the cask lay 
&st and the,....^ 

In the morning the wind continued with a stiff gale ; rainy 
and cold all the day. 

We had been now three weeks at sea, and were not come 
above three hundred leagues, being about one third part of 

1 Of the Rev. George Phillips ft'equeiit meDtion will be found in tbe 
following pages, and an elaborate eulogy maj be seen in the MagnaJia. 
His wife died soon after arrivak In Got. Bradford's Letter Book, the 
conclnding part of which is preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. III. an epistle to biim 
from Samuel Fuller, of 28 June of this year, only a few days after our 
colonists' arrival at Salem, discovers to us, that PhiUipa was of a strajter 
sect than most of the companions of . Winthrop. ^^ Here is come over,'* 
says he, ^^ with these gentlemen, one Mr. Phillips, (a Suffolk man,) who 
hath told me in private, that if they will have him stand minister, by that 
calling, which he received from the prelates in England, he wiR leave thera.'^ 
This was not the spirit of the first settten of Massachusetts, until they had 
hved some years in the wilderness ; and I imagine Phillips was overcome, 
by the persuasion of his friends, te postpone the scruple he had communicated 
to the Plimouth colonist. Hubbard, 186, lets us a little into the cause of 
the change : '^ It is said, that Mr. PbiHips was at the irst mow acquainted 
with the way of oburoh dMcipline, sinee owned by CoQgsegational churches; 
but being tiien without an^ to stand hj him, (for wo to him that is alone,) 
he met with muoh opposition from some of the magistrates, tiD the time that 
Mr. Cotton came into the country, who, by hie preaching and practice, did 
by degrees mould all their church adminiatrationa into the very same ferm, 
which Mr. Phillips laboured to introduce into the churches before." Yet his 
name is subscribed to the excellent letter, with Winthrop, Dudley, Johnson, 
SaltonstaU, Piennes and Coddington, dated on board the Arbella, wishing to 
be regarded ^^as those who esteem it our honour to call the church of 
England, from whence we rise, our dear mother." 

The long list of men, distinguishing the name of Phillips in our country by 
their civil stations and munificent patronage of institutions of learning and 
benevolence, descend from this first pastor of Watertown. 

> This passage, being interlined, wae extremely diflioi^ to be made wt^ 
and part of it remains illegible) I thidk, by the aid of any ayea op glaaaes^ 
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our waj, Mz. about forty^ix aorth latitude, and near the 

meridian of the ||Terceras.|| 

This night Capt. Kirk carried the light as one of our con* 
sorts. 

Friday, 30.] The wind at W. N. W. a strong gale, all the 
night and day^ with showers now and then. 

We made observation^, and found we were in forty-fofv 
north latitude. At night the wind scanted towards the S. 
with rain ; so we tacked about and stood N. W. and by N. 

Saturday, May U] Ail the night much wind at S. S. W» 
and ram. In the morning the wind still strong, so as we could 
bear little sail, and so it continued a growing storm all the 
day, and towards night so much wind as we bore no more 
sail but so much as should keep the ship stiff. Then it grew 
a very great tempest §all the night,§ with fierce showers of rain 
intermixed and veiy cold. 

^Lord's day, 2.1 The tempest continued all the day, with 
the wind W. and by N. and the sea raged and tossed us 
exceedinely ; yet, through God's mercy, we were very comfort- 
able, ana few or none sick, but had of^rtunity to keep the 
Sabbath, and Mr. Phillips |ppreacbed|| twice that day. The 
Ambrose and Jewel were separated far from us the first 
night, but this day we saw them again, but Capt. Kirk's ships 
we saw not since. 

Monday, S.] In the night the wind abated, and by morn- 
ing the sea was well assuaged, so as we bare our foresail again, 
and stood W. S. W. ; but all the time of the tempest we could 
make no way, but were driven to the leeward, and the Ambrose 
struck all her sails but her mizzen, and lay a hull. She brake 
ker main yard. This day we made observation, and found we 
were in forty-three and a half north latitude. We set two 
tl^fightersll in the bolts, till ni^ht, with their bands bpcmd behind 
them. A maid servant in the sfaip, being stomach sick, drank 
so much strong water, that she was senseless, and had near 
killed herself. We observed it a common fault in our ||*young|| 
people, that they gave themselves to drink hot Waters very 
immoderately. 

Tuesday, 4.] Much wind at S. W. dose weather. In the 
morning we tacked about and stood N. W. and about ten in 
the morning W. N. W. but made little way in regard of the 
bead sea. 

Wednesday, 5.] The wind W. md by S. thick, fogey 
weather, and rainy ; so we stood N. W. by W. At night the 

JT ^s.B B'prayedll |Psailor8|| H^grownH 
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Lord remembered us, and enlarged the wind to the N. ; so we 
tacked about and stood our course W. and by S. with a merry 
gale in all our sails. 

Thursday, 6.] The wind at N. a good * gale, and fair 
weather. We made observation and found we were forty- 
three and a half north latitude ; so we stood full west, and ran^ 
in twenty-four hours, about thirty leagues. 

||Four|| things I observed here. 1. That the declination of 
the pole star was much, even to the view, beneath that it is ia 
England. 2. That the new moon, when it first appeared, was 
much smaller than at any time I had seen it in England. 3# 
That all the way we came, we saw fowls flying and swimming, 
when we had no land near by two hundred leagues. 4. That 
wheresoever the wind blew, we had still cold weather, and the 
sun did not give so much heat as in England. 

Friday, 7.] The wind N. and by E. a small gale, very fair 
weather, and towards night a still calm. This day our captain 
and Mr. Lowe dined aboard the Jewel. 

Saturday, 8.] All the night calm. In the morning the 
wind S. W. a handsome gale ; so we tacked and stood N. W. 
and soon after, the wind growing more large, we stood W. N. Wm 
with a good gale. About four of the clock we saw a whale, 
who lay just m our ship's way, (the bunch of his back about a 
yard above water.) He would not |pshun us ;|| so we passed 
within a stone's cast of him, as he lay spouting up water. 

Lord's day, 9.] The wind still S. W. a good gale, but close 
weather and some rain ; we held on our course W.N.W. About 
nine it cleared up, and towards night a great fog for an hour 
or two. 

We were now in forty-four and a half north latitude, and a 
little west of |pCorvos.|| 

Monday, 10.] The wind S. S. W. a good gale and fair 
weather ; so we stood W. and by N. four or five leagues a 
watch, all this day. The wind increased, and was a great 
storm all the night. About midnight our Rear-Admiral put 
forth two lights, whereby we knew that some mischance had 
befallen her. We answered her with two lights again, and 
bare up to her, so near as we durst, (for the sea went very 
high, and she lay by the lee) ||and having hailed her, we 
thought she had sprung aleak ; but she had broken some 
of her shrouds;^! so we went a little ahead of her, and, 
bringing our foresail aback stays, we stayed for her, and, 

||Some| jl^swim up|| |3Cowes|| 

H^bot she bad broken some of her shrouds. Having hailed her, we leant 
she had sprung aleakl 
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about two hours after, she filled her sails, and we stood our 
course together, but our captain went not to rest till four of 
the clock, and some others of us slept but little that night. 

Tuesday, 11.} The storm continued all this day, till three 
in the afternoon, and the sea went very high, so as our ship 
could make no way, being able to bear no more but our main- 
sail about midmast high. At three there fell a great storm of 
rain, ||which laid|| the wind, and the wind shifting into the W. 
we tacked and stood into the head sea, to avoid the rolling of 
our ship, and by that means we made no way, the sea beating 
us back as much as the wind put us forward. 

We had still cold weather, and our people were so acquaint- 
ed with Ipstormsll as they were not sick, nor troubled, tnough 
we were much tossed forty-eight hours together, viz. twenty- 
four during the storm, and as long the next night and day fol- 
lowing, Wednesday, 12, when as we lay as it were a hull, for 
want of wind, and rolling continually in a high grown sea. 
This day was close and rainy. 

Complaint was made to our captain of some injury that 
one of the under officers of the ship had done to one of 
our landmen. He called him and examined the cause, and 
commanded him to be tied up by the hands, and a weight 
to be hanged about his neck ; but, at the intercession of the 
governour, (with some difficulty,) he remitted his punishment. 

At night the wind blew at S. E. a handsome gale, with rain ; 
so we put forth our sails and stood W. and by S. 

Thursday, 13.] Toward morning the wind came to the 
south-westerly, with close weather and a strong gale, so as before 
noon we took in our topsails, (the Rear-Admiral having split 
her fore-topsail) and we stood west-southerly^ 

Friday, 14.] The wind W. S. W. thick, foggy weather, and 
in the afternoon rainy. We stood W. and by S. and after W. 
and by N. about five leagues a watch. We were in forty-four 
and a half. The sun set N. W. and by N. one third northerly. 
And towards night we stood W. 

Saturday, 15.] The wind westerly all this day; fair 
weather. We tacked twice to small purpose. 

Lord^s day, 16.] As the 15 was. 

Monday, 17.] The wind at S. a fine gale and fair weather* 
We stood W. and by S. We saw a great drift ; so we heaved 
out our skiflF, and it proved a fir log, which seemed to have 
been many years in the water, for it was all overgrown with 
barnacles and other trash. We sounded here and found no 

||we layed to|| ||2ghower8|| 

3 VOL. I. 
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ground at one hundred fathom and more. We sair tiro whales* 
About nine at night the wind grew very strong at S. W. and 
continued so, with much rain, till one of the clock; then it 
ceased raining, but the wind came to the W. with more vio- 
lence. In this storm we were forced to take m all our sails, 
save our mainsail, and to lower that so much as we could. 

Tuesday, 18.] In the mommg the wind slacked, but we 
could stand no nearer our course than N. and we had much 
wind all this day. In the afternoon we tacked and stood S. 
by E. Towards night (our Rear-Admiral being near two 
leagues to leeward of us) we bare up, and drawing near her, we 
descried, ||some|| two leagues more to leeward, two ships, which 
we conceived were those two of Cajpt. Kirk's, which parted 
from us in the storm. May S. We had still cold weather. 

Wednesday, 19.1 The wind S. S. W. ; close and rainy ; little 
wind. We tacked again and stood W.; but about noon the 
wind came full W. a very strong gale ; so we tacked again and 
stood N. by E. and at night we took off our main bonnet, and 
took in all our sails, save our main«course and mizzen. We 
were now in forty-four degrees twelve minutes north, and by our 
account in the midway between the false bank and the main 
bank. All this night a great storm at W. by N. 

Thursday, 20.] The storm continued all this day, the 
wind as it was, and rainy. In the forenoon we carried our 
fore-course and stood W. S. W. but in the afternoon we took it 
in, the wind increasing, and the sea grown very high ; and lying 
with the helm a-weather, we made no way but as the ship 
drove. We had still cold weather. 

Mn the great cabin, at nine at night, &c. and the next day 
again, &c. The storm continued all this night. 

Friday, 21.] The wind still N. W. ; little wind, and close 
weather. We stood S. W. with all our sails, but made little 
way, and at night it was a still calm. 

A servant of one of our company had bargained with a child 
to sell him a box worth 3d. fot three biscuits a dav all the 
voyage, and had received about forty, and had sold them and 
many more to some other servants. We caused his hands to 
be tied up to a bar, and hanged a basket with stones about his 
neck, and so he stood two nours. 

Saturday, 22.] The wind S. S. W. much wind and rain. 

||8carce|| 

1 In the margin of the MS. the word ^^ fsaV* is written by the goyernour, 
and a later reader has put in a Q:^ pointing at the paragraph. In this bad 
weather the/ were, probably, without food. 
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Our spritsail laid so deep in as it was split in pieces with a 
head sea at the instant as our captain was going forth of his 
cabin very early in the morning to give order to take it in. 
Tc was a great mercy of God, that it did split, for otherwise it 
had endangered the breaking of our bowsprit and topmasts at 
least, and then we had no other way but to have returned for 
England, except the wind had come east. About ten in the 
morning, in a very ereat fret of wind, it chopt suddenly into the 
W. as it had done divers times before, and so continued with a 
small gale and [we] stood N. and by W. About four in the 
afternoon there arose a sudden storm of wind and rain, so vio- 
lent as we had not a greater. It continued thick and boister- 
ous all the night. 

About seven we descried a sail ahead of us, towards the N. 
and by E. which stood towards us. Our captain, supposing it 
mis^ht be our Vice-Admiral, hoisted up his mainsail, which 
before was struck down aboard, and came up to meet her. 
When we drew near her we put forth our ^||ancient,|| and she 
Ipluffedjl up to get the wind of us ; but when she saw she coi])|d 
not, she bare up, and hoisting up her foresail, stood away be- 
fore the wind ; yet we made all the signs we could, that we 
meant her no harm, but she would not ||'trust|| us. She was 
within shot of us, so as we perceived she was a small French- 
man, which we did suppose had been driven off the bank. 
When she was clear of us, she stood her course again, and we 
ours. 

This day at twelve we made observation, and were about 
forty-three, but the storm put us far to the N. again. Still 
coldf weather. 

Lord's day, 23.] Much wind, still westerly, and very cold 
weather. 

Monday, 24.] The wind N. W. by N. a handsome gale, 
and close weatner and very cold. We stood S. W. About 
noon we had occasion to lie by the lee to straighten our mizzea 
shrouds, and the Rear-Admiral and Jewel, being both to wind- 
ward of us, bare up and came under our lee, to inquire if any 
thing were amiss with us ; so we heard the company was in 
health in the Jewel, but that two passengers were dead in the 
Ambrose, and one other §cow.§ 

||eii8ign|| ||9tuffledy ||3hail|| 



1 Some modern pen had been drawn through this word, that was originally 
as I have printed it, and the word given in tiie first edition was suhstituted. 
This unimportant alteration is noted, because it affords me an opportunity of 
assuring the reader that our MS. has not often been so corrupted. 
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Tuesday, 25.1 The wind still N. W. ; fair weather, but cold. 
We went on witn a handsome gale, and at noon were in forty- 
three and a half; and the variation of the compass was a point 
and one sixth. All this day we stood W. S. W. about five or 
six leagues a watch, and towards night the wind enlarged, with 
a cold dash of snowy rain, and then we ran in a smooth sea 
about eight or nine leagues a watch, and stood due W. 

Wednesday, 26.] The wind still N. W. a good gale and fair 
weather, but very cold still ; yet we were about forty-three. 
At night we sounded, but found no ground. 

Thursday, 27.] The wind N. W. a handsome gale ; fair 
weather. About noon it came about to the S. W. and at night 
rain, with a stiff gale, and it continued to rain very hard till it 
was near midnight. 

This day our skiff went aboard the Jewel for a hogshead of 
||meal,|| which we borrowed, because we could not come by our- 
own, and there came back in the skiff the master of the Jewel 
and Mr. jpRevell ;||^ so our captaih stayed them dinner, and 
sent for Capt. Lowe; and about two hours after dinner, they 
went aboard their own ships, our captain giving Mr. |pRevell|| 
three shot, because he was one of the owners of our ship. 

We understood now, that the two which died in the Ambrose 
were Mr. Cradpck's servants, who were sick when they came 
to sea ; and one of them should have been left at Cowes, if any 
house would have received him. 

In the Jewel also one of the seamen died — a most profane 
fellow, and one who was very iniurious to the passengers, 
though much against the will of the master. 

At noon we tacked about and stood W. and by N. and 
so continued most part of that day and night following, and 
had much rain till midnight. 

Friday, 28.] In the morning the wind veered to the W. yet 
we had a stiff gale, and steered N. W. and by N. It was so 
great a fog all this day, as we had lost sight of one of our 

||Water|| ||9Nowe]l|| ||3Nowel]|| 

1 1 cannot dissemble the pleasure enjoyed by restoring the true name in 
this place, nor my surprise at finding the marginal substitute in the hand of 
the scrupulous Prince. 

John Revel], Esq. was among those adventurers to New Plimouth, who, in 
1626, assigned their interest to the colonists by an indenture, preserved by 
Bradford in 1 Hist. Coll. III. 47. He had been chosen one of our assistants 
in October preceding, and was one of those five undertakers to reside here for 
the management of the joint stock of the company, five others being in 
England. Yet he returned in the Lyon after a few weeks' visit, before the 
first meeting of the assistants. He was probably too rich to adventure life 
and fortune with us. 
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ships, and saw the other ||sometimes muchjl to leeward. We 
had many |piierce|j showers of rain throughout this day. 

At night. the wind cleared up, and we saw both our consorts 
fair by us ; so that wind being very scant, we tacked and stood 
W. and by S. A ^child was born in the Jewel about this 
time. 

Saturday, 29.] The wind N. W. a stiff gale, and fair 
weather, but very cold ; in the afternoon full N. and towards 
night N. and by E. ; so we stood W. 

Lord^s day, 30.] The wind N. by E. a handsome gale, 
but close, misty weather, and very cold ; so our ship made good 
way in a smooth sea, and our three ships kept close together* 
By our account we were in the same meridian with Isle Sable, 
and forty«two and a half. 

Monday, 31.] Wind N. W. a small gale, close and cold 
weather. We sounded, but had no ground. About noon the 
wind came N. by E. a stiff, constant sale and fair weather, so as 
our ship's way was seven, eight, and sometimes twelve leagues 
a watch. This day, about five at night, we expected the eclipse, 
but there was not any, the sun being fair and clear from three 
till it set. 

June 1, Tuesday.] The wind N. E. a small gale, with fair, 
clear weather ; in the afternoon full S. and towards night a 
good gale. We stood W. and by N. A woman in our ship 
fell in travail, and we sent and had a midwife out of the Jewel. 
She was so far ahead of us at this time, (though usually we 
could spare her some sail,) as we shot off a piece and lowered 
our topsails, and then she braiied her sails and stayed for us* 

This evening we saw the new moon more than half an hour 
after sunset, being much smaller than it is at any time in 
England. 

Wednesday, 2.] The wind S. S. W. a handsome gale ; very 
fair weather, but still cold ; in the evening a great fog. We 
stood W. and by N. and W. N. W. 

Our captain,, supposing us now to be near the N. coast, and 
knowing that to the S. there were daneerous shoals, fitted on a 
new mainsail, that was very strong, ana double, and would not 
adventure with his old sails, as before, when he had sea-room 
enpugh. 

Thursday, 3.] The wind S. by W. a good steady gale, 
and we stood W. and by N. The fog continued very thick, and 

IJBome leaguesjl P^^^i 

1 A note in the mar^ '^ ergo fil. nuUios,^^ is an absurd conclusion of a 
etcanger. 
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some rain withal. We sounded in the morning, and again at 
noon, and had no ground. We sounded again about two, af- 
ternoon, and had ground about eighty fathom, a fine grey 
sand; so we presently tacked and stood S. S. E. and shot off a 
piece of ordnance to give notice to our consorts, whom we saw 
not since last evening. 

The fog continued all this night, and a steady gale at S. W« 

Friday, 4.] About four in the morning we tacked again 
(the wind S. W.) and stood W. N. W. The fog continued all 
this day, so as we could not see a stone's cast from us ; yet 
the sun shone very bright all the day. We sounded every two 
hours, but had no ground. At night we tacked again and 
stood S. ^In the great cabin, fast.§ 

Saturday, 5.] In the morning the wind came to N. E. a hand- 
some gale, ancT the fog was dispersed ; so we stood before the 
wind W. and by N. all the afternoon being rainy. At night we 
sounded, but had no ground. In the great cabin, thanksgiving. 

It rained most part of this night, yet our captain kept 
abroad, and was forced to come in in the night to shift his 
clothes. 

We sounded every half watch, but had no ground. 

Lord's day, 6.] The wind N. E. and after N. a good gale, 
but still foggy at times, and cold. We stood W. N. W. both to 
rnake Cape Sable, if we might, and also because of the current, 
which, near the west shore, sets to the S. that we might be the 
more clear from the southern shoals, viz. of Cape Cod. 

About two in the afternoon we sounded and had ground at 
about eighty fathom, and the mist then breaking up, we saw 
the shore to the N. about five or six leagues off, and were 
(as we supposed) to the S. W. of Cape Sable, and in forty -three 
and a quarter. Towards night it calmed and was foggy again, 
and the wind came S. and by E. We tacked and stood W. and 
by N. intending to make land at Aquamenticus, being to the N. 
of the Isles of Shoals. 

Monday, 7.] The wind S. About four in the morning we 
sounded and bad ground at thirty fathom, and was somewhat 
calm ; so we put our ship a-stays, and took, in less than two 
hours, with a few hooks, sixty«seven codfish, most of them very 
great fish, some a yard and a half long, and a yard in compass. 

1 Comparing the close of this paragraph, perhaps, with that of the next 
following, some careless person had substituted thanktgimng for ftut^ and 
then struck out the whole sentence. The first edition was printed in confor- 
mity with this mutilation. As this was the sixty-eighth day passed on board 
ship, and the wind was adverse, the passengers might well keep a fast ; and 
show their gratitude for the faTourable gale the next day by thanksgiTing* 
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This came very seasonably, for our salt fish was now spent, 
and we were taking care for victuals this day (being a fish day*) 

After this we filled our sails, and stooci W. N* W. with a 
small gale. . *We hoisted out a great boat to keep our sound* 
ing the better.* The weather was now very cold. We sound* 
ed at eight, and had fifty fathom, and, being calm, we heaved 
out our hooks again, and took twenty-six cods ; so we all feast- 
ed with fish this day. A woman was delivered of a child in 
our ship, still born. The woman had divers children before, 
but none lived, and she had some mischance now, which caused 
her to come near a month before her time, but she did very 
well. At one of the clock we had a fresh gale at N. W. and 
very fair weather all that afternoon, and warm, but the wind 
failed soon. 

All the night the wind was W. and by S. a stiff gale, which 
made us stand to and again, with small advantage. 

Tuesday, 8.1 The wind still W. and by S. fair weather, but 
close and cold. We stood N. N. W. with k stiff gale, and, 
about three in the afternoon, we bad sight of land to the N. W. 
about ten leagues, which we supposed was the Isles of Monhe* 
gan, but it proved Mount ^Mansell. Then we tacked and 
stood W. S. W. We had now fair sun-shine weather, and so 
pleasant a ||sweet air|| as did much refresh us, and there came a 
smell off the shore like the smell of a garden. 

There came a wild pigeon into our ship, and another small 
land bird. 

Wednesday, 9.] In the morning the wind easterly, but 
grew presently calm. Now we had very fair weather, and 
warm. About noon the wind came to S. W. ; so we stood 
W. N. W. with a handsome gale, and had the main land upon 
our starboard all that day, about eight or ten leagues off. It is 
very high land, lying in many hilTs very unequal. At night 
we saw many small islands, being low land, between us and 
the main, about five or six leagues off us ; and about three 
leagues from us, towards the main, a small rock a little above 
water. At night we sounded and had soft oozy ground at 

llscene here|| 

1 Now Mount Desert. I presume the name had been given in honour of 
Sir Robert Mansell, one of the patentees in the great patent for New England, 
usually called the Plimouth charter, of King James, 3 November, 1620, 
which, in the title page of his History of Connecticut, Trumbull incautiously 
says, had been " never before published in America," when it may be found 
in Haz. I. 103 et seq. See North Amer. Review, VIII. 117, where is found 
an examination of that work, ascribed to a gentleman thoroughly acquainted 
with the geography and history of thii cpuAtry. 
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sixty fathom ; so, the wind being now ||scant|| at W. we tacked 
again and stood S. S. W. We were now in forty-three and 
a half. — This high land, which we saw, we judged to be at the 
W, cape of the great bay, which goeth towards Port Royal, 
called Mount Desert or Mount Mansell, and no island, but 
part of the main.^ In the night the wind shifted oft. 

Thursday, 10.] In the morning the wind S. and by W. till 
five. In the morning a thick foe ; then it cleared up with fair 
weather, but somewhat close. After we had run some ten leagues 
W. and by S. we lost sight of the former land, but made Other 
high land on our starboard, as far off as we could descry,^ 
but we lost it again. 

The wind continued all this day at S. a stiff steady gale, yet 
we bare all our sails, and stood W. S. W. About four in the 
afternoon we made land on our starboard bow, called the 
Three Turks' Heads, being a ridge of three hills upon the main, 
whereof the southmost is the greatest. It lies near Aqdamen- 
ticus. We descried also another hill, more northward, which 
lies by Cape Porpus. We saw also, ahead of us, some four 
leagues from shore, a small ^rock, not above a flight shot over, 
which hath a dangerous shoal to the E. and by S. of it, some 
two leagues in length. We kept our Ipluff || and weathered it, 
and leu it on our starboard about two miles off. Towards 
night we might see the trees in all places very plainly, and a 
small hill to the southward of the Turks' Heads. All the rest of 
the. land to the S. was plain low land. Here we had a fine 
fresh smell from shore. Then, lest we should not eet clear of 
the ledge of rocks, which lie under water from within a flight 
shot of the said rock, (called Boone Isle,) which we had now 
brought N. E. from us, towards Pascataquac, we tacked and 
stood S. E. with a stiff gale at S. by W. 

Friday, 11.] The wind still S. W. close weather. We stood 
to and aeain all this day within sight of Cape Ann. The Isles 
of Shoals were now within two leagues of us, and we saw a ship 
lie there at anchor, and five or six shallops under sail up and 
down. 

We took many mackerels, and met a shallop, which stood 

||set|| pieftll 



1 But it is an island. 

9 This was, undonbtedlj, the White Hills, which the sun, at that season of 
the year, arrays in exquisite brilliance, frequently mistaken for that of clouds, 
as I have often observed. 

3 «( Called Boone Isle,') is the govemonr^f marginal note. 
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from Cape Ann towards the Isles of Shoals, which belonged to 
some English fishermen*^ 

Saturday^ 13.1 About four in the morning we were near 
our port. We snot off two pieces of ordnance, and sent our 
skiff to Mr. ^Peirce his ship (which lay in the harbour, and 
had been there [blank] days before.) About an hour after, 
Mr. ^Allerton came aboard us in a shallop as he was sailing 
to Pemaquid. As we stood towards the harbour, we saw 
another shallop coming to us ; so we stood in to meet her, and 
passed through the narrow strait between Baker^s Isle and 
Little Isle, and came to an anchor a little within the islands. 

After Mr. Peirce came aboard us, and returned to fetch 

1 Here is inserted, on a whole page of the original MS. a chart of the shore 
of Maine, Isles of Shoals, Boone Isle, Cape Ann, &c. with remarks on the 
appearance of the various landmarks on the several days, depth of water, 
bottom, bearings, distances. Sic, 

3 William Penrce deserves honourable mention among the earlr navigators 
between Old England and New. He made many voyages, of which the ear- 
liest known by me was in 1623, in the Ann, the sixth vessel, whose arrival in 
our bay, since the foundation of Plimouth, is mentioned. See Morton and Gov. 
Bradford in Prince, 1. 1 14. 119. 121. J39. Edward Winslow, afterwards gover- 
nour of PUmouth, and the celebrated commissioner of Cromwell in Admiral 
Penn^s West India expedition, in that ship then returned with Peirce. He was, 
in 1629, in the Massachusetts Company^s employment, master of the Mayflower, 
Haz. 1 . 278, and was now in the service of the Plimouth people, fot whom, 
with Allerton, he had brought in the ship Lyon, this spring, from Bristol, manr 
of their Leyden brethren. Hubbard unvaryingly, except on page 82, gives his 
name Peine* So the Probate Record spells it, and so by himself, as I have 
seen, was it written. In another part of this volume his name will recur as the 
maker of the first American Almanack, viz. for 1639. He was killed at Provi- 
dence, one of ihe Bahamas, in 1641, as will be seen in this History. 

3 He was one of the principal men in Plimouth colony, of the memorable 
number of one hundred and one, who came in the jfirst ship, and the first 
assistant chosen in that government. Dr. Eliot laments, that the later years 
of Allerton are not illustrated by publick services ; but, we may presume, 
they would have been, had he, as our New England Biographer erroneously says, 
(( spent the remainder of his days with the people of Plimouth.^' Notice of 
this gentleman will be found more than once in later portions of this work ; 
and the reader, who would know of him all that diligent inquiry could redeem 
from oblivion, must consult the long-expected and invaluable edition of Mor- 
ton^s Memorial by Judge Davis. Hutchinson, whose accuracy of information 
may more gemenJlj be relied on than that of any other historian of any part of 
America, except original ones, I follow with some hesitation, when he tells us, 
be left this country for England to settle there, and adds, ^^ his male posterity- 
settled in Maryland. If they be extinct. Point Alderton, [in Boston harbour, J 
which took his name, will probably preserve it many ages.'' The latest notice 
of him I have found, is in the second volume of our County Registry ofDeedt^ 
p. 192, where is recorded a receipt by Isaac Allerton, senior, merchant, of 
New Haven, 29 November, 1653, for one hogshead and four barrels of macke* 
Te\ from Evan Thomas, vintner, of Boston; to adventure for half profits. A 
letter, in my possession, of J. Davenport, 4 August, 1658, mentions ifoung 
Allerton coming from the Dutch to New Haven. 

4 VOL. I. 



26 JOHN WINTHROP. [IGSO. 

Mr. ^Endecottf who came to us about two of the clock, and 
with him Mr. "Skelton and Capt. 'Levett. We that were of 
the assistants, and some other gentlemen, and some of the 
women, and our captain, returned with them to Nahumkeck, 
where we supped with a good venison pasty and good beer, 
and at night we returned to our ship, but some of the wo- 
men stayed behind. 

In the Ifmean time most of our|| people went on shore upon 

||moming th6 rest of the|| 

1 This distinguished father of Massachusetts had, two years before, been 
sent to found the plantation, which was effected by the settlement of Salem, 
the oldest town in the colony. He had a commission from the comi>any to 
act as govemour, which was, of course, superseded by the arrival of Winthrop 
with the charter. With the history of his adopted country, that of Endecott 
is interwoven, till the time of his death, 15 March, 1665. He served four 
years as deputy govemour, aAd sixteen years as govemour, being at the head 
of administration a longer time than any other under the old patent, exceeded 
under the new charter by Shirley alone, and that only by one year. The 
farm, which he cultivatedy remains in possession of an honourable descendant; 
and one pear tree, plantedby the govemour on it, is said still- to repay bis care. 

3 Samuel Skelton, pastor of Salem, came the year before in the same fleet 
with Higginson. The notices of his history arie very brief; that of his death 
will be found in this volume, 2 August, 1634. His wife died 15 March, 1631, 
as we learn from Dudley, who says', ^^ she was a godly and' helpful woman ; 
she lived desired, and died lamented, and well deserves to be honourably 
remembered.^' 

3 No satisfactory information has been obtained, by searching every quarter 
for some account of this gentleman, unless it may be he who died at sea about 
two years after this date, by which event some indiscreet letters fell into the 
hands of our adversaries, as will be seen in this work^ 22 February, 1633. It 
might be conjectured, that we should identify him with Christopher 
Levett, Esq, named in 1623 by the council of New England, under the great 
charter, with Capt. Francis West and the govemour of Plhnouth for the time 
being, assistants to Robert Gorges, who had a commission to be general gover- 
Dour. But this is improbable ; for those constituents were adversaries to our 
humble colony, and the representative would not have been at Salem on good 
terms with Kndecott and Skelton ; and that title seems hardly consistent with 
our text, being in those times very sparingly given, especially by Morton, the 
honest annalist of Plimouth, from whom all my information of that gentleman 
is derived. Nor do I more incline to the notion, that the person mentioned 
was Thomas Levet, who, with John Wheelwright, Augustine Story, Thomas 
Wite, and William Wentworth, is said to have purchased of four Indian saga- 
mores, 17 May, 1629, a large tract of land in New Hampshire, by a very for^ 
mal, though, it will be proved, a spurious deed, preserved in Belknap's New 
Hampshire, I. Appendix i. In that paper they are indeed called '•*' all of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England.'' The church of Exeter had in 1639, with 
Wheelwright, after his banishment from our colony, a member of that name, 
Haz. I. 463 ; but I imagine none of Wheelwright's followers had yet come to 
our country. From a long correspondence, in 1816 and 1817, with which the 
late Rev. Dr. Bentley of Salem favoured me, I obtained little more than his 
opinion that Winthrop here intended Lovett, one of Roger Conant's compan- 
ions, ancestor of a numerous and respectable family in Beverly. But the 
arguments did not convince* 
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the land of Cape Ann, wfcich lay very near us, and gathered 
store of fine strawberries. - 

An Indian came aboard us and lay there all night* 

Lord*« day, 13.] In the morning, the ^sagamore of Aga- 
wara.and one of his men came aboard our ship and stayed 
with us all day. 

About two in the afternoon we descried the Jewel ; so we 
manned out our skiff and wafted them in, and they went as 
near the harbour as the tide and wind would suffer. 

Monday, 14.] In the morning early we weighed anchor, 
and the wind beine against us, and the channel so narrow 
as we could not well turn in, we warped in our ship and came to 
an anchor in the inward harbour. 

In the afternoon we went with most of our company on 
shore, and our captain gave us five pieces. 

[Large blank.] 

Thursday, 17-] We went to ^Mattachusetts, to find out a 
place for our sitting down. We went up Mistick River about 
six miles.^ 

We lay at Mr. ^Maverick's, and returned home on Satur- 

.r * 

X Habbard, 130, calls him Masconomo. 

S It would now seem strange to use this expression, ^ From Salem we went to 
Massachusetts;' but the name, though sometimes more comprehensive, gene- 
rally included only the country lying around the inner bay, usually called 
Boston harbour, from Nahant to Point Alderton. 

3 We must presume the reckoning to be from Conant's, afterwards called 
Govemour's, Island, on which now Fort Warren stands, or at least from Ma- 
verick^s on Noddle's Island, because, being accustomed now te say, Mistick 
River empties into Charles River, or Boston harbour, at the easterly point of 
Charlestown, one would consider it little over three i^iles to the limit of boat 
navigation. The geography was then unknowQ or unsettled, and Mistick, at 
high tide, might as well appear the principal river, as Charles. Dudley speaks 
of Charlestown as ^^ three leagues up Charles River,'' but he means undoubt- 
edly to represent its mouth at the outer lighthouse. 

4 Maverick was seated on Nettle's or Noddle's Island, and was a gentle- 
man of good estate ; but the time of his arrival in our country, 1 believe, has 
never be A ascertained^ As no assessment for the brief campaign against Mer^ 
ry Mount, 1628^ is laid on him, perhaps he was not then here ; yet 1 conclude 
from Johnson's language, lib. I. chap.xvii. he came in that year or the next. 
At a court 1 April, 1633, the first volume of our Colony Records, p. 96, informs 
US, *'*' Noddle^s Island is granted to Mr. Samuel Maverick, to enjoy to him and 
his heirs forever, yielding and paying yearly at the general court to the gover- 
nour for the time being, either a fat wether, a fat hog, or j&lO in money, and 
shall give leave to Boston and Charlestown to fetch wood continually, as their 
need requires, from the southern part of the said island." Winisemet Ferry, 
both to Charlestown and Boston, was also granted to him forever. Josselyn, 
who visited him 10 July, 1638, calls him, p. 12, ^^ the only hospitable man in all 
the country, giving entertainment to all comers gratis ;" but in the chronologic 
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day. As we oame ^bome, we came by Nataskott, and sent 
for CapU Squib ashore — (he had brought the west-country pea* 
pie, viz. Mr. ^Ludlow, Mr. %08siter, Mr. ^Maverick, §&c. 
to the bay, who were set down at Mattapan,§) — and ended a 
difference between him and the passengers; whereupon he 

cal observations, p. 352, appended to bis Voyages, be is strangely con- 
ibnnded, as the father of Samuel Maverick, Esq. the royal commissioner in 
1664, with the Rev. John Maverick, minister of Dorchester. Samnel 
was not one of our church members, being, says Hutchinson,, an Episcopalian. 
But so were all our fathers. Johnson, in the passage before referred to, desig- 
nates him as ^^ an enemy to the reformation in hand, being strong for the lord- 
ly prelatical pbwer.*^ This circumstance, perhaps, saved him from much 
trouble in the earlier years of his residence ; but in the progress of this Historj 
he will be seen involved in difficulty with the partv of Dr. Child, petitioners 
for enlargement of privileges. He died 10 Maroh, 1664. 

} He means to Sal^m. 

9 The name of Roger Ludlow often occurs in our early history. At the 
last general court of Uie company in England, he was chosen as assistant in 
the room of Samuel Sharp, who had the year before come over to Salem in the 
same ship with Skelton. He was one of the founders of Dorchester, whence, in 
about five years, he removed to Windsor, of which he may be called the father. 
In Connecticut he was deputy govemour several times, but he seems to have 
been unquiet in his domicile, for in 1639 he removed from Windsor and 
founded Fairfield. In 1654 he removed in disgust to Vii^nia, where, per- 
haps, in his advanced years, he became stationary. Eliot has drawn his 
character with discrimination. From Hubbard, 1^5, we learn, that he was 
brother-in-law of B^decott, whom he rivalled in ardour of temperament. 

3 Edward Rossiter, Esq. one of the assistants, Hutchinson informs us, was 
of a good family in the west of England, whence all the, Dorchester peo- 
ple came. He was one of- the principal encouragers of the settlement at 
that place, the first town in the ancient county of Suffolk, unless Quincy or 
Weymouth may dispute the honour. He died in a few months. 

4 Of the Rev. John Maverick I learn nothing, before his coming to 
Dorchester, but that he had been a preacher about forty miles from Exe- 
ter in Old l^ngland, and after his arrival, so little, except what will be found 
in our History, during the few years of his life, that it may be unnecessary 
to prolong this note. 

5 The cause of this difference, probably, is found in the landing of the 
passengers firom the ship, in which they sailed 20 March, and arrived 90 
May, Capt. Roger Clap, who was on^ of the sufferers, inforois us in 
his brief memoirs, ^^ when we came to Nantasket, Capt. Squeb, who was 
captain of that great ship of four hundred tons, would not bring us into 
Charles River, as he was bound to do, but put us ashore and our goods on 
Nantasket Point, and left us to shift for ourselves in a forlorn place in this 
wilderness ;" and a little farther on, " Capt. Squeb turned ashore us and our 
goods, like a merciless map.^' Trumbull, in a note on 1. p. 8, of his History 
of Connecticut, several of whose first settlers came in this vessel, says, the 
piaster '^ was afterwards obliged to pay damages for this condutit.^' He leaver 
ns to conjecture his authority, which was perhaps a contemporaneous manr 
nscript of some'gentlem^ of greater a^e and distinction thai^ Clap, 



1630.] JOHN WINTHROF. 29 

sent his boat to his ship, (the Mary and John,) and at our 
llpartingll gave us five pieces. At our return we found the 
Ambrose in the harbour at Salem. 

Thursday, July 1.] The Mayflower and the Whale ar- 
rived safe in Charlton harbour. Their passengers were all in 
health, but most of their cattle dead, (whereof a mare and 
horscj of mine.) Some |pstone|| horses came over in good 
plight. 

Friday, 3.] The Talbot arrived there. She had lost four* 
teen passengers. 

My son Henry Winthrop was drowned at Salem. 

Saturday, 3.] The Hopewell, and William and Francis 
arrived. 

Monday, 5.] The Trial arrived at Charlton, and the 
Charles at Salem. 

Tuesday, 6.] The Success arrived. She had [blank] goats 
and lost [blank] of them, and many of her passengers were 
near starved, &c. 

Wednesday, 7.] The Lyon went back to Salem.® 

Thursday, 8.] We kept a day of thanksgiving in all the 
plantations. 

[Large blank.] 
IIBringll ||9fewB 

1 Delicacy permitted the author to say no mgre of this son, whose name 
in the original MS. is denoted only by the initials ; but this brief sentence 
from Hubbard, 131, will be easily indulged: ^^ A sprightly and hopeful young 
gentleman he was, who, though he escaped the danger of the main sea, yet 
was unhappily drowned in a small creek, not long after he came ashore, even 
the very next day, July the 2d, after his landing, to the no small grief of hii 
friends, and the rest of the company.^' It will be recollected, that he, with 
Mr. Pelham, had accidentally lost his passage in the ship with his father, to 
£nd another in one of those remaining at Southampton. His father^s touch- 
ing notice of his untimely death wiU be found in the first letter to his wife 
from America, given in the Appendix A. From the language the conclusion 
is unavoidable, Siat the young man had been married before they came from 
England, leaving his wife with her mother-in-law ; and from a previous letter, 
written 2 March after takine leave, she was, I presume, in an advanced state 
of pregnancy. The genealogy of the family mentions, that he married a 
Fones, probably his cousin, and left issue a daughter. He was the 8econ<| 
son, and probably of the age of twenty-one or two years at his death. 

3 Whence she came b(iek^ is matter of conjecture, for in the text it has 
not been told, that she left Salem, after being first found by our author in that 
harbour on his a^val. I am induced to think, from a comparison of Prince, 
I. 201, 207, 241, contrary to his opinion of her landing Asnby at Penobscot 
in May, that she had gone there in June from Salem, being in toe employment 
of the Plimonth people, probably, and not of ours. After this return our 
governour made a contract witl^ the mafiter to go to the nearest port in 
England for provisions. 
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Thursday, August 18.] CapU Endecott and Hjribson 

were married by the govemour and Mr. 'Wilson. 

Saturday, 20«j The French ship called the Gift came 
into the harbour at Charlton. She had been twelve weeks 
at sea, and lost one passenger and twelve goats; she de» 
livered six. 

Monday we kept a court.^ 

1 In Prioce, I. 178, if preserved a letter from Cradock in London to 
Endecott, of the year before, from which we learn, that Endecott brought a 
wife from England, of the time of whose death we are igpiorant. Morton, 
the scandalous author of New English Canaan, insinuates, that she perish- 
ed by the quackery of Fuller of Plimouth. Two seasons of disease had 
afflicted the colonists at Salem, and the highest seem, equally with the 
lowest, to have been exposed to its power. By the kindness of the late 
Rev. William Bentley, the diligent historian of Salem, I learn that the name 
of this second wife was Elizabeth, and, froni our Probate Records, that she 
survived her husband. 

S Of the Rev. John Wilson^s biography abundant materials are furnished 
by this History and most other books about pur early affairs, and most copi- 
ously by Mather, which arc happUy abbreviated by the amiable Eliot in 
hit New England Dictionary, and Emerson in his History of the First 
Church. His will is in our Probate Records, VI. p. 1. Having been mintstet 
at Sudbury, he was well known to his neighbour, our author, before their 
undertaking this work of leaving their native country. 

9 Johnson says, this court was holden 23 August, on board the Arbella. 
As he adds, that Winthrop was then chosen govemour, and Dtidley deputy, 
which I agree with Prince in thinking improbable, since they had before been 
ehosen in England, and ourvecords have no trace of such election, it may 
also be doubted whether the assistants* meetnag was held on shipboard. 
The record says, tl^e court was at Charlton, and, we may imagine, the *^ great 
house*^ would have been the most convenient place. He is, however, right 
in his date, and the reader will remark, that, in noting events a few weeks 
before and after this time, the govemour seems to fail of his usual diligence. 
It may be accounted for, either by his grief on account of his son^s death, or 
anxiety from the extraordinary press of bushaess in the circumstances of the 
new colony. The (wo precedmg dates are erroneous. The 20th of August 
was Friday, not Saturday. Endecott^s marriage, if it were on Thursday, was 
solemnjxed on the 19th, or if on the 18th it was Wednesday. The name of 
the month is indeed inserted, in the MS. not against the line in which the 
wedding is mentioned, but the next. But the dates before and after con- 
vince me, that August, and not July, is the date intended for Endecott^s 
union ; and I gather a slight confirmation of my judgment from the fact of his 
absence from this court. 

The transactions of this^rt/ court are sufficiently interesting to excuse the 
extract from Prince, quoting the Colony Records t ^^ Aug. 23. The first court 
of assistants held at Charlestown. Present <xov. Winthrop, Deputy 
Gov. Dudley, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Mr. Ludlow, Rossiter, Nowed^ 
T. Sharp, Pynchon and Bradstreet ; wherein the first thing propounded is. 
How the ministers shall be maintained, Mr. Wilson and Phillips only propos- 
ed ; and ordered, that houses be buUt for them with convenient sp^ed at the 
publick charge. Sir R. Saltonstall undertook to see it done at hb plantation 
for Mr. Phillips ; and the govemour at tiie other i^antation for Mr. Wilson ^ 
Ur. PhiUipt to have thirty poiwdi a year, bqpmung al the fint of S«pr 
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Friday, 27.] We of the congregation kept a fast^ and 
chose Mr. Wilson our ^teacher, and Mr. 'Noweli an ^elder, 

tember next ; Mr. Wilson to have twenty pounds a year till his wife come 
over, beginning at 10 July last ; all this at the common charge, those of 
Mattapan and Salem excepted. Ordered, that Morton of Mount WoUaston, 
be sent for presently ; and that carpenters, joiners, bricklayers, sawyers and 
thatchefs, take no more than two shillings a day, under pain of ten shillings to 
giver and taker.^^ 

Such was the first formal legislation of Massachusetts. But in March 
following, arti^cers were left at liberty to agree for their wages. Prince, II. 23, 
from Colony Records, though I am sorry to observe, that, two years after, the 
wisdom of experience was slighted, and the absurd policy of legal rates re- 
stored. For many years, this interference with the freedom of contracts was 
more or less severe, but the very means of enforcing it probably conduced 
to the abolition of the prejudice. It was left to the freemen of the several 
towns, from time to time, as occasion might require, to agree among them- 
selves about the prices and rates of all workmen^s labour and servants* 
wages ; and to exceed those rates was made penal. In the adjustment, great 
diversity would soon arise in different places, to prevent which, it was provid- 
ed, that if any town had cause of complaint against the freemen of any 
other town, for allowing greater wages than themselves, it should be in the 
power of the county court to adopt uniform regulations. During the war of 
our revolution, it is within the recollection of manv, that, to counteract the 
inevitable embarrassment arising from the depreciation of the paper currency, 
arbitrary values were a£Bxed to all commodities by an agreement, which 
was shown by experiment to be impracticable, after reason had in vain 
proved it unjust. See President Kirkland^s Life of Fisher Ames, p. xi. 

1 Between the offices of teacher and pastor there was, we know, some 
slight difference in the early times ; for, on Cotton's arrival three years after, 
he was chosen teacher, WilsoA having a year before been made pastor. Yet 
these terms, though at first distinct, soon became convertible, and not much 
can with certainty be known of the distinction. £liot says — Biographical Dic- 
tionary, Skeltoit,— ^^ Mr. Skelton, being farther advanced in years, was con- 
stituted pastor of Salem church, Mr. Higginson teacher.^^ That author, how- 
ever, in his Essays on the Ecclesiastical History of Massachusetts, felt the 
same difficulty as I have ; for he says, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 271, ^^ we, who make 
no such distinction of offices, think it strange, that there should have been 
such difference between pastor and teaching elders ; for we suppose any 
man, who can feed the people with knowledge, is qualified for one office 
equally with another. But it appears from the ecclesiastical history of this 
country, that A vert great distiwction was made in the early state of 
their settlement. They esteemed many to be excellent teachers^ whom they 
would not endow with tiie pastoral care.^^ This seems to me too strongly 
stated. Cotton was an older and a greater man than Wilson, yet the latter 
was pastor. Higginson cannot be postponed to Skelton, except for his years ; 
and Maverick, the teacher of Dorchester, was older than Warham. Several in- 
stances in other towns of inferiority of the talents, if not character, of the pastoe 
may be found, I think, in our early churches. Still the reason of Dr. Eliot^s 
distinction may be supported by the rule of the clerical constitutions. See 
Trumbull, I. 282, 283, and the numerous authorities. 

2 Increase NoweU, Esq. had been chosen an assistant in England, and 
was a person of high consideration in the colony, of which he was long 
secretary. He died, poor, 1 November, 1655. 3 Hist. Coll. 1.47. 

3 This office of ruling elder was generally kept up hardly more than 
fifty years, though in a few churches it continued to the middle of the last 
century, much reduced, however, in importance, and hardly distinguishable 
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and Mr« Gager and Mr. ^Aspinwall, deacons. We used im- 
position of hands, but with this protestation by all, that it was 

from that of deacon. The title of elders is retained from the beginning as a 
name for ministers. Prince, I. 92, delineates from high authorities the differ- 
ence between teaehing and ruling elders, thus : ^^ Pastors, or teaching elders, 
who have the power both of overseeing, teachine, administering the sacra- 
ments and ruling too, being chiellj to give themselves to studying, teaching 
and the spiritual care of the flock, are therefore to be maintained.^' ^^ Mere 
niling elders, who are to help the pastors in overseeing and ruling ; that their 
offices be not temporary, as among the Dutch and French churches, but con- 
tinual. And being also qualified in some degree to teach, they are to teach 
only occasionally, through necessity, or in their pastor's absence or illness ; 
but being not to give themselves to study or teaching, they have no need of 
maintenance.'' in less than two years, it will be seen in this History, a ques- 
tion arose, whether the offices of magistrate and ruling elder might be filled at 
the same time by the same person. This may in our days appear quite unim- 
portant, as the elder was not required to give himself to study or teaching, 
and was allowed no maintenance by the congregation. But in the primitive 
times it was so important, that our fathers of Boston took the advice of distant 
churches. Perhaps it was intended, by those who raised the inquiry, only 
to make Nowell lay down one of his titles. Happily he preferred to retain 
the station that demanded most service, and continued a magistrate. 

The comparative disesteem, into which the office of ruling elder soon fell, 
was very pathetically lamented by many of the early planters in their later 
years. In a tract, by Joshua &ottow, 1691, under the whimsical title of 
^* Old Men's Tears for their own Declensions, mixed with Fears of their and 
Posterities' further falline off from New England's primitive Constitution," this 
sad presage of portending judgments is tikus treated : ^^ It's not unknown, 
that some churches, in laying their foundation; did solemnly promise and 
covenant, before Gcid, and one to another, that they would be furnished with 
two teaching and two niling elders ; but it's not attended to. It was not fior 
want of maintenance ; no, religion hath brought forth riches, but the daughter 
hatii devoured the mother, as was said and observed of old." 

^^ Where are the ruling elders, who as porters were wont to inspect our 
sanctuary gates, and to take a turn upon the walls ? Is not the remembrance 
of such an officer almost lost and extinct, though the scripture and the platform 
of church discipline expressly declare for them, and set out their particuW 
charge and work ? It was an affecting question put forth by one of about fifty 
years old, bom in the communion of our churches, concerning ruliiy; elders, 
what these men were, who were formerly so called ; professing, in time of 
their minority, there were such men to their remembrance, but since had fof- 
gotten what they were, and therefore desired resolution." 

He proceeds to relate, that it is ^^ questioned by some among us, whether 
such an officer be jure divino, or any rule for them in God's word, which 
occasions a reverend elder to take up the argument against such, and bewails 
the neglect of them in the churches, as a sad omen of their turning popular or 
prelatical, and if so, then to be regulaited either by lord brethren or lord 
bishops. Is not this a great derogation from Christ's authority to say, that 
deacons may serve the churches' turn, who may officiate to do these elders' 
work ? Is it not a preference of men's politicks before Christ's institutes ? Did 
not the practice of men's prudentials prove the ruin of the churches and rise 
of Antichrist ? That our colleges by G<>d's blessing should afford materials for 
teaching elders, and that our churches should grow so barren, as not to bring 
forth, nor educate men qualified for the other, may seem to portend a threat- 
ening of Christ's departure from them, as to conjugal communion." 

1 iVeqnent notice of William Aspinwall will be found in thii History. 
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odI J as a rim of jKhection and confinnatiop, not of any intent 
that Mr. Wns0n dnoM reiioimce tiia jjaiuiistrjlj be received in 
£^and« 
Septenber 90.] Mr. H^ager died* 

llmoneyll 

He had come over with his wife, I preiume, in the fleet with Winthrop, and 
certainly was in high esteein with our people nmtil the unhapf)^ controTersy 
about antinomianism, in which, being on tiie side of the majority of Boston 
cfanreh, he was too important to get off with impiinity. With the other dis* 
francbised «r discontf^nted membgri, hm re mo ve d to Rhode Island, wbich 
they purchased 24 March, 1638, and was wise enough, after the heat subsided, 
to return. He was the fiwt secretary of that colony. His official signature is 
found afterwards in our records, as notary publick, to protests of bills of 
exchange. I bave seen a very curious tract, entitled, ^^ A brief Description 
of the Fifth Monarchy, or Kingdom that shortiy is to come into the World ; the 
Monaroh, Subjects, Officers and Laws thereof, and the surpassing Glory, Ampli- 
tude, Unity and Peace of that Kingdom, &c. And in the Conclusion there is 
added a Pro^gnostick of tiie Time, when the Fifth Kingdom shall begin. By 
Wltham AspmwaJl. N. £.^ Its title page is garnished with sevejral texts of 
scripture distorted in the usual style of that day. ^ London, printed by M* 
Simmons, and are to be sold by Livewell Chapman at the Crown in Popes- 
head Alley, 1653.^' It contains fourteen pages. After showing, ^^ that ^ei^ 
is such a thing to be expected in the world as a fifth monarchy,'^ from DaniePa 
vision, fulfilled in part by the execution of Charles L, he anticipates a farther 
progress from the destruction of all other kings, though ^^ they have a little 
proJU>nging in life granted after the death of Charles Stuart.^' He comforts 
himsef with the confidence, that ^^ the space will be ^bort ; it will be but for 
a season and time ; and then will their Mves go for it, as well as Charles ; and 
then, these four monarchies being destroyed, the fifth kingdom or i^onarchy 
follows immediately.^' PEOceeding through his inquiries of ^^ the Sovereign, 
(Jesus Christ,) subjects, officers and laws of that kingdom,^' his fanatical 
vaticination favours us with ^^some hint of the time when the kingdom 
ihall begin,'' which he had wit enough to delay so long, that the event might 
not pr<£ably injure the credit of the living soothsayer. ^^ Know tharefore, 
that the uttermost durance of Antichrist's dominion will be 4n the year 167^9 
as I have proved from scripture in a brief chronokgy, ready to be put forth," 
Cromwell, whose power was just then preparing to be established, knew weU 
the dangerous tendency of such jargon, unless when used by himself; but 
though he applied the civil arm to many other dreamers of Kmg Jesus, I be- 
lieve he left the New England seer to the safety of oblivion or contempt. A 
more useful work, with a well-written preface by him, was two years after 
printed in London, by the same printer, for the same Chapman, wiui the ludi- 
crous prsenomen, ^^ An Abstract of Laws and Government,'' &c. collected and 
digested by John Cotton of Boston in N. £. in his life time, presented to our 
Genera] Court, ^^ and now published after his death by William Aspinwall." 
This evidence of his talents is preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. V. 187. Our Registiy 
of Births mentions, of his children, £dward, bom 26 September, 1630, died 
10 October following ; Hannah, bom 25 December, 1631 ; Elizabeth, (bis wife's 
name,) bom 90 September, 1633; Samuel, 30 September, 1635; Ethlan, 1 
March, 1637 ; Dorcas, 14 Febraary, 1640. But of him or bis family we know 
nothing after some years. The respectable family bearing this name in our * 
times is not descended from him, but Peter Aspmwall, from liancashire, I 
think, in England, whose will is in our Register, lib. VIIl. 67. 

1 WiUiam Gager, whose election is mentioned in the former paragraph, 
0«r. Dudley calls ^^ a jight godly man, a skilful chynirgeon." An al* 

5 VOL* I. 
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90.] About two in the morning, Mn ' Isaac Johnson 
died ; his wife, the lady Arbella, of the house of ^Lincoln, 
being dead about one month before. He was a holy man, 
and wise, and died in sweet peace, leaving ^some part of his 
substance to the colony. 

The wolves killed six calves at Salem, and they killed 
one wolf. 

Thomas 'Morton adjudged to be imprisoned, till he were 
sent into England, and his house burnt down, for his many in- 

lowance by the company, from the publick treasury, was made him, on ac- 
count of bis office, but this practice did not continue. He was reckoned of the 
govemour^s household ; and his son John is remembered by our author in his 
will. See Appendix. This son w^s, probably, a youth, and went with the 
governour's son to New London, where, in September, 1659, be complained 
with others to the commissioners of the United Colonies agsdnst some Indian 
outrage. Haz. II. 412. The name is, perhaps, perpetuated by descendants 
in Connecticut ; at least, in Trumbull, II. 532, a William Gager, ef the second 
church of Lebanon, is among the ministers, 27 May, 1726. 

- 1 Mather calls it ^^ the best family of an^ nobleman then in England.^* 
Collinses Peerage informs us, that Thomas, third Earl of Lincoln, who was de- 
scended of a family that came in with William the Conqueror, had by one 
wife eight sons and nine daughters. Two sons and four daughters died 
young. One daughter, Frances, married John, son and heir of Sir Ferdinanda 
Oorges ; another, Susan, married John Humfrey ; a third is the lady mentioned 
in the text. Dudley and Bradstreet, two other of our assistants, had lived 
many years in the family, so that a close relation to New England would be 
acknowledged by the brother of this lady, Theophilus, the fourth earl, who 
came to his title on the death of his father, 15 January, 1619. He was a warm 
patriot on the parliament's side in the civil war, bat, after the captivity of 
the king, being inclined to moderation, was imprisoned and accused of treaeTon 
by the usurping power of the army, which subverted, under CromwelPs direc- 
tion, all the principles of the constitution. The earl was in reputation at the 
restoration, and bore a part in the solemnities of crowning Charles 11., and 
his descendants, I believe, enjoy their hereditary honours wHh the augmented 
title of Duke of Newcastle. 

3 Instead of sonuy was first written * g9o4* 

3 Notice of the court, at which this sentence passed*, being the second, 
held 7 September, is omitted by the author. Prince, F. 248, gives, from the 
Colony Records, the proceedings at full length : ^^ Ordered, that Thomas 
Morton of Mount Wollaston shall presently be set in the bilbowes, and after 
sent prisoner to England by the ship called the Gift, now returning thither ; 
that all his goods shall be seized to defray the charge of his transportation, 
payment of his debts, and to give satisfaction to the Indians for a canoe he 
took unjustly from them ; and that his house be burnt down to the ground in 
sight of the Indians, for their satisfaction for many wrongs he has done them.*' 

This settlement at Mount Wollaston, called Merry Mount by Morton, had 
been began in 1625, by Capt. Wollaston. In the Memorial of Nathaniel 
Morton, the pious secretary of Plimouth colony, a full history of its sufferings, 
perhaps an impartial one, may be found. The unhappy subject of this note 
bad some years before been established at Weston's plantation at Wessagus- 
cus. lie informs us, in his book, that he arrived in June, 1622, of course, in 
the Charity. For. this publication, called New English Canaan, by Thomas 
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juries oi!ered to the Indian^, and other misdemeanours. Capt. 
Brook, master of the Gift, refused to carry him. 
[Large blank.] 

Morton of CKfford^s Inn, Gentleman, upon ten Tears^ Knowledge and Experi- 
ment of the Country, printed at Amsterdam bj J. F. Stam, 1637, be un-. 
donbtedly repented, when again exposed to punishment here in 1644, as will 
be seen in the history of that time. This work is very rare, only one copy 
having ever been heard of by me, which is owned by his Excellency John Q. 
Adams. It is divided into three books ; the first treating of the Indians ; the 
second, of the natural history ; the last, of the people planted there, their 
prosperity, what remarkable incidents have happened since, together with the 
tenets and practice of their church. This part, in thirty-one chapters^ is 
written in an allegorical style, shadowing the principal characters under ficti- 
tk>u8 names, insomuch that it has to a great degree become hardly intelligible. 
Endecott suffers his vengeance under the appellation of Littleworth, and 
Wmthrop is aptly called Joshua, and simatned Temperwell. Dedicating his 
work to the lords of the privy council, he says, '' it is but a widow's mite, 
jet all that rapine and wrong hath left me to bring from thence.'' Laudatory 
verses are prefixed by Sir Chr. Gardiner and two others, and some of his own 
poetry is occasionally interspersed. In the 23 chapter of the third book, his 
own story of his sufferings is toid, which we of this age may read without much 
injury to our forefathers' memory : " A court is called of purpose for mine 
host, he there convented, and must hear his doom, before he go. Nor will 
they admit him to capitulate, and know wherefore they are so violent to put 
such things in practice against a man they never saw before. Nor will they 
ftllow of it, though he decline their jurisdiction." 

'^ There they all, with one assent, put him to silence, crying out, Hear 
the governour, Hear the govemour, who gave this sentence against mine host at 
first sight," as above from the Records. He ascribes to the govemour a reason, 
which the character of the age may induce us to believe was really uttered, 
^^ because the habitation of the wicked should no more appear in Israel." 

He lityles himself *^ of Clifford's Inn, Gent." hut his namesake, the Memo- 
rialist, from whom all later authors have taken every thing to his discredit, 
calls him ^* a pettifogger at Fumival's Inn." No doubt he was a common 
disturber of the whole country, for the expenses of the expedition against 
him by Standish, in 1628, were assessed on eight different plantations, in 
several of which there was little religious sympathy with the worthies of 
Salem and Pli mouth. 

Thomas Morton is the first writer, who gave currency to a ludicrous report 
oX a vicarious punishment, for which New England has been jeered at in for- 
mer and later times. But justice to him requires me to add, that he men- 
tions the fact only as a proposal, that was not agreed to, and thus overthrows 
the posHbiliiyt which Hubbard, 77, supposes, that justice " might be exe- 
cuted not on him that most deserved, but on him that could be best spar- 
ed, or who was not like to live long, if he had been let alone, "t But- 
ler's Hudibras has admirably enlarged the ground-work, and decorated the 
edifice : 

Our brethren of New England use 
Choice malefactors to excuse. 
And hang the guiltless in their stead. 
Of whom the churches have less need. 



t He hat indeed given the fact (which is put beyond doubt by tlu contempo- 
rary relation of Winslow) that the guilty man was hanged. See Purchas''s 
Pi^.,lib. X, c. 5, Prince, /. 131, and 1 Hist. Coll. FITL 266. 
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Fiiuih of Watertown had bis wigwam burnt and att his 
goods. 

^Billington executed at PKmouih for murdering one. 

Mr. Phillips, the minister of Watertown, and owers, had their 
'hay burnt. 

The wolves killed some swine at Saugus. 

• ••»••••••• 

A pncioiit brotbw haTiag fekki. 
In time of peace, an Indian, 

The mighty fTotUpotimoj 
Sent to onr elden an envoj^ 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of le^^e, held forth by brother Patch. 

• ««4l«4l4l«4i 

For which he crarM the taints to reader 
into his hands, or hang the offender. 
Bat they, maturely having weighed. 
They had no more bat him of the trade — 
A man that served them in a double 
Capacity, to preach ^d oobble-^ 
ResolvM te spate him ; yet to do 
The Indian Hogan Mogan too 
Impartial justice, in his stead <!M 
Hang an old wearer that was bed-rid. 

1 Of John BilUngton, and the circomstanees of this case, it is remarkable, 
that no mention is made in Morton^s New England Memorial, though written 
'^ with special reference to the first colony thereof, caUed Plimouth.^* Mor- 
ton, the slanderer, alludes to the murder in a trifling manner. Something 
may be learned of it from Hubbard, 101, and Prince, II. 2, 3, extracting 
from Got. Bradford's Register, a work unhappily lost. Hutchinson has 
perhaps digested all that can be known, in his Appendix, U. 413, in which he 
relates, that, on a doubt of their authority to in^ct capital punishment, 
WintfaropH advice was sought and followed. 

Billington had come over in ti)e first ship, and was soon distinguished among 
that sober people ; for we find, Prince, I. 103, he was guilty of the Jir9t offence 
kk the colony, being in March, 1631, *^ convented before the whole compa- 
ny for his contempt of the captain's lawfol oommaad with opprobrious 
speeches ; for which he is adjudged to have his neck and heels tied together.'' 
The fiunily were four in nomber. John, his son, in the summer following, was 
five days lost in the woods, and preserved by the Indians. His son Francis 
had in January before discovered the lake, that from him has the name of 
Billington Sea. Gov. Bradford, writing to CuslMnan, June, 1625, says 
of the fother, ^^ Billington still rails against you, aind threatens to arrest you, 
I know not wherefore ; he is a knave, and so will live and die." 1 Hist. 
CoU. HI. 37. This is much nearer to prophecy than many sayings which have 
been so regarded. 

9 Prince, II. 3, who bad not then acquired so perfect a knowledge of the 
author's chirograpfay, as his late experience furnished, in transcribing this 
passage, gave koiues^ instead of iWpy« 

t The poet nfojf he excuted for muc^propriating the name ^ a saehevi 
in Firginw, 



A cow died at PliBiMth, and a goal at ^Boston, wilh eating 
Indian corn. 

October 93.1 Mn Rossiter, one of the assistants, died* 

S5.] Mr« ni^lolbom (who was chosen deacon b;^ the 
conffrqptiqn a wedc before^ was inTested bj imposition of 
hands of the minister and eldtf • 

The goyemoor, upon consideration of the inconveniences 
which had grown in Endand by drinking one to another, re- 
strained it at his own table, and inshed otiiers to do the like, 
so as it grew, by little and little, to disuse.\^ 

29.] The Handmaid arrived at Plimouth, having been 
twelve weeks at sea, and spent all her masts, and of twentj- 
eight cows she lost ten. She had about sixty passengers, who 
came all well ; John Grant, master. 

Mr. Goffe wrote to me, that his shipping this year had utterly 
undone him. 

*She brought out twenty^ight heifers, but brought but se- 
venteen alive.** 

1 Thif IS the fifsC notice, in this work, of tbe name of the town, which had 
been given by tbe court of astistants, 7 September preceding, with thoM 
of Dorchester and Watertown. We may be confident, therefore, that the 
settlement had made good progress, thov^ Gorges postpones it to the next 
spring* 

3 William Colbnm was a gentleman of great inihience in Boston, and 
representatiTc of the town in 1636, 6 and 7. The name is spelt with seyen or 
eight variations, and his own siffnatare, in a deed now before me, is Colbron, 
though the scrivener began, I, William Colebome. He was long a ruling 
elder, after ceasing to be deacon, and died 1 August, 1662. His will is 
in our Probate office, lib. I. 400. 

3 In the MS. volume of this work last found, I discovered a loose paper, con- 
taining reasons for a law against this custom, vnritten. probably, by winthrop, 
which appears sufficiently interesting, to inquirers into the customs of our 
ikthers, to justify its insertion. 

^^ (1.^ Such a law as tends to the suppressing of a vain custom Tquatenus it 
BO doth) is a wholesome law. This law doth so,— ergo. The mmor is prov 
ed thus : 1. £yery emptv and ineffeotual representation of serious things is 
a way of vanity. But this custom is such : for it is intended to hold u>rth 
love and wishes of health, which are serious things, bv drinking, which, nei^- 
er in the nature nor use, it is able to effect ; for it is looked at as a mere com- 
pliment, and is not taken as an argument of love, which ought to be unfeign- 
ed,-— ergo. 2. To employ the creature out of its natural use, without warrant 
of authority, necessity or conveniency, is a way of vanity. But this custom 
doth so— -ergo. 

^^ (2.) Such a law as frees a man from freanent and needless temptations 
to dissemble love, &c. (qnatenus it so dotn) is a wholesome law. But 
this doth so— ergo.'^ 

On such arguments a law was passed, as may be seen, 10 mo. 1699, whose 
obligation is almost universally rejected, and probably unknown to more 
than reject it. 

< This it easUy rendered ^onsiftent wkh Ion of ten by supposing, that it 
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November 11.] The master came to Boston with Capt. 
^Standish and two gentlemen passengers, who came to plant 
here, but having no testimony, we would not receive them. 

10.] [blank] Firmin of Watertown had his wigwam burnt. 

Divers had their haj-stacks burnt by burning the grass. 

27.] Three of the governour's servants were from this day 
to the 1 of December abroad in his skiff among the islands, in 
bitter frost and snow, being kept from home by the N. W. 
wind, and without victuals. At length they gat to Mount 
'Wollaston, and left their boat there, and came home by land. 
Laus Deo. 

December 6.] The eovcmour and most of the assistants, 
and others, met at Roxbury, and there agreed to build a town 
fortified upon the neck between that and Boston, and a com* 
mittee was appointed to consider of all things requisite, &c. 

14.] The committee met at Roxbury, and upon further 
consideration, for reasons, it was concluded, that we could not 
have a town in the place aforesaid : 1. Because men would be 
forced to keep two families. 2. There was no running watery 
and if there were any springs, they would not suffice the town. 
3. The most part of the people had built already, and would 
not be able to build again. So we agreed to meet at Water- 
town that day sen'night, and in the mean time other places 
should be viewed. 

Capt. ^Neal and three other gentlemen came hither to us. 

became necessary to kill one for food, as the unusual length of the pas- 
sage would induce them. I do not think the goremour erased this sentence. 

1 Miles Standish is treated by Dr. Belknap, in his American Biography, 
with such felicity, that it cannot be necessary for me to protract this note 
any further than to advise the reader, who desires more knowledge of him, to 
obtain Judge Davis's edition of Morton. 

3 For some account of the first settlement in this place, which is the 
north-eastern promontory of Quincy, formerly of Braintree, see note on 
page 34. 

3 Walter Neal, whpse name will occur several times in the early parts of 
this History, had, in September preceding, as appears from the letter of 
Thomas Eyre, in Belknap's N. H. I. Appendix ii. promised to discover the 
Jakes, in which the chief purpose of his employers probably was to secure a 
monopoly of the beaver trade. The vessel, as is before mentioned in the 
text, p. 7, had been fitted out in March, perhaps with Neal on board, to join, 
as was thought, the fieet, which brought Winthrop and his companions ; but 
from her not joining, they feared she had been captured by the Dunkirkers. 
As the scheme of the adventurers would require secrecy and despatch, per- 
haps the report of their intention to join our fleet was only a pretence. She 
arrived late in May ; for the letter of Eyre acknowledges ^^ a good account ' 
of your times spent from the first of June." Neal left New England in 
August, 1633, as appears in this work and articles vi. vii. and viii. of the Ap- 
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He came in the bark Warwick this, summer to Pascataqoa, 
sent as governour there for Sir Ferdinando Gorges and others. 

21.] We met again at Watertown, and there, upon view of 
a place a mile beneath the town, all agreed it a fit place for a 
^|fortified|| town, and we took time to consider further about it. 

24.] Till this time there was (for the most part) fair, open 
weather, with gentle frosts in the night ; but this day the wind 
came N. W. very strong, and some snow withal, but so cold as 
some had their fingers frozen, and in danger to be lost. Three 
of the governour^s servants, coming in a shallop from Mistick, 
were driven by the wind upon ^Noddle's Island, and forced to 
stay there all that night, without fire or food ; yet, through 
God's naercy, they came safe to Boston next day, but the fin- 
gers of two of them were blistered with cold, and one swooned 
when he came to the fire. 

26.] The rivers were frozen up, and they of Charlton could 
not come to the sermon at Boston till the afternoon at high 
water. 

Many of our cows and goats were forced to be still |pabroad|| 
for want of houses. 

28.] Richard ^Garrett, a shoemaker of Boston, and one of 
the congregation there, with one of his daughters, a young 
maid, and four others, went towards Plimouth in a shallop, 
against the advice of his friends ; and about the Gurnett's Nose 

||beautiful|| |paboard|| 

pendix above-mentioned ; and nothing more is known of him, but the for- 
gery of his name to a deed, as a witness, a little more than a year before 
the probable date of his first arrival. 

1 Dr. Holmes, in his History of Cambridge, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 6, and Ameri- 
can Annals, 1. 262. note 1, was led into errour by the former edition of this 
work. ^^ A fit place for a beautiful town^^ it certainly was ; but our fathers, 
at that time, were chiefiy solicitous for the security of their dwellings. This 
note, however, is made, not so much to correct the mistake, as to express 
my high sense of the value of that writer's labours. His accuracy is won- 
derfully preserved through tvtro large volumes, surpassing that of all other 
authors on American history, except Prince, the interruption of whose work 
is a misfortune that can never be compensated, because we can never re- 
trieve the loss of his materials. 

3 Prince, H. 29, giving the names of several admitted, in May follow- 
ing, freemen of the colony, among whom is William Noddle, adds in a 
note, " Perhaps Noddle's Island might derive its name from him.'* ' 

3 The word Us printed thus by me, although the govemour's MS. rather 
looks like Garrard, because that was the true name of the sufferer. Prince 
makes the same correction, taking the story from our author. Hubbard, 
138, has it Garn ; but the original MS. of that author, who borrowed 
wholly from Winthrop, was, perhaps, more faithful in its representation, hi 
the First Church Records, 1 find Garrett's name, as a member. No. 55, and he 
was, undoubtedly, one of the passengers in the fleet of 16:20. 
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the wind overblew so much at N. W* as they were forced ta 
come to a ||kilIock|) at twenty fathom, but their boat drave and 
shaked oat the ||^tone,|| and they were put to sea, and the boat 
took in much water, which did freeze so hard as they could 
not free her ; so they gave themselves for lost, and, commending 
themselves to God, they disposed themselves to die ; but one of 
their company espying land near Cape Cod, they made shift 
to hoist up part of their sail, and, by God's special providence, 
were carried through the rocks to the shore, where some gat 
on land, but some had their legs frozen into the ice, so as they 
were forced to be cut out. Being come on shore they kindled 
a fire, but, having no hatchet, they could get little wood, and 
were forced to He in the open air all night, being extremehr 
cold* In the morning two of their company went towards 
Plimouth, (supposing it had been within seven or eight miles, 
whereas it was near fifty miles from them.) By the way they 
met with two Indian squaws, who, coming home, told their hus- 
bands that they had met two Englishmen. They thinking (as it 
was) that they had been shipwrecked^ made after them, and 
brought them back to their wigwam, and entertained them 
kindly; and one of them went with them the next day to 
Plimouth, and the other went to find out their boat andf the 
rest of their company, which were seven miles ofi*, and having 
found them, he holp them what he could, and returned to 
his wigwam, and fetched a hatchet, and built them a wigwam 
and covered it, and gat them wood (for they were-soj^eak 
and frozen, as they could not stir;) and Garrett died about two 
days after bis lancing ; and the ground being so frozen as they 
could not dig his erave, the Indian hewed a bole about half 
a yard deep, witn his hatchet, and having laid the corpse in 
it, he laid over it a great heap of wood to keep it from the 
wolves. By this time the governour of Plimouth had sent 
three men to them with provisions, who being come, and not 
able to launch their boat, (which with the strong N. W. wind was 
driven up to the high water mark,) the Indian returned to FH- 
mouth and fetched three more ; but before they came, they had 
launched their boat, and with a fair southerly wind were gotten 
to Plimouth, where another of their company died, his flesh be- 
ing mortified with ihp frost ; and the two who went towards Pli- 
mouth died also, one of them being not able to &;et thither, and 
the other had his feet so frozen as he died of it after. The girl 
escaped best, and one ^Harwood, a godly man otthe congrega- 

llhiUockg t|3steni|| 

1 Harwood was one of the earliest brethren of the cfanroh, being No. 27. 
From the Colony Records, I. 83, it maj be learned, that oar court of as- 
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lion of Boston, lay long under the surgeon's hands ; and it was 
above six weeks before they could get the boat from Plimouth ; 
and in their return they were much distressed ; yet their boat 
was very well manned, the want whereof before was the cause 
of their loss. 

January.] A house at Dorchester was burnt down. 

February 11.] Mr. ^Freeman's house at Watertown was 
burned down, but, being in the day time, his goods were saved. 

5.] The ship Lyon, Mr. William Peirce master, arrived 
at Nantasket. She brought Mr. ^Williams, (a godly ||minis^ 

sistants, 16 August following, ordered, ^^that the executors of Richard 
Garrett shall pay unto Henry Harwood the sum of twenty nobles, accord- 
ing to the proportion that the goods of the said Richard Garrett shall 
amount unto.^^ This looks little like satisfaction of a debt, legally con- 
sidered, and must, I think, be a provision, out of the estate of the dead, 
for the danger and suffering, into which the living man had been led by 
him. As such it may be considered an imitation of oriental jurisprudence. 

1 Samuel f'reeman, I am told, came from Devonshire, and was one of the 
chief planters at Watertown. His name is in the list' of persons desiring to 
be made freemen, Prince, If. 4 ; but the record of his admission I find not 
till seven or eight years after. Tradition in the family informs of his return 
home. His elder son, Henry, it is said, died in 1672, on the paternal es- 
tate, and that branch of the family ceased with his grandchildren. Ed- 
mund Freeman, one of the earliest settleirs at Sandwich, assistant of Pli- 
mouth colony in 1640 and following years, and John Freeman, one of the 
fathers of East ham, assistant in that colony in 1660 and following years, are 
by tradition reported to have been brothers of this Watertown gentleman; 
but it is not known whether it were a son or grandson Edmund, who in 1646 
married Rebecca, daughter of Gov. Prence, who had previously married his 
widowed mother. Part of the govemour^s estate at Eastham is still enjoy- 
ed by <lescendants of the Freeman race. This name is extremely common 
in the county of Barnstable, and has sent out its branches to- other parts 
widely. My friend, the Rev. Dr. James Freeman, of this city, is great, 
great, great grandson of the first Samuel. Watertown Records shijw, " Sam- 
uel, the son of Samuel and Apphia Freeman, born 11 (3,) 1638.^^ 

2 The biography of Roger Williams deserves much more attention than 
it has ever received, but would lead me too far from my present under- 
taking, even were not the attempt to do full justice to his merit above 
my ability. In our common books he is said to have studied at the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and his life proves he had there learned more than in 
that day was commonly taught. Had Belknap lived to enlarge the num- 
ber of volumes of his American Biography, his assiduity and judgment 
would have raised this pilgrim, whose name for some generations was op- 
pressed with calumny, to a rank inferiour, non longo intervallo, only to the 
two Winthrops, Bradford and Penn. For the eflfect that bigotry and folly 
produced in. Massachusetts, we refer to Hubbard, 208, who transcribed his 
facts from Morton, and to Mather, too long the chief authority in our ec- 
clesiastical affairs, though justice was done nearly ninety years since by 
the reverend historian of Rhode Island. From the utter condemnation that 
most of our theologians of the first and second generation denounced against 
him, for vindicating the liberty of worshipping God according to the light 
of conscience, Williams was partially preserved by an inconsistency, to 

6 VOL. I. 
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ter^ll^) with his wife, Mr. ^hrogmorton, [bIwkfPerkins, [blank] 
|pOng,|p and others, with their wives and sfrildreo, about twenty 

||maD|| IP^ugrell 

whicb he was led ia the latter yean of bis life bj avenion to the Qua- 
kers ; and this temporary change to intolerance gained him the title of 
^' child of light,^^ which the blameless policy and virtue of a long admi- 
nistration in the flourubing plantation of Proridence had not deserved. The 
amiable historian of Salem, and the author of New England Biographical 
Dictionary, were, in our times, the first to confer due honour on his cha- 
racter. The examination provoktd by the former does little injury to any 
but the writer of Remarks in 1 Hist. CoU. VII. introd. Deficiency in all for- 
mer accounts of this great, earUesi assertor of religious freedom^ will, we 
may hope, soon be supplied by a gentleman, whose elegance and perspicui- 
ty of style are already known. Several quires of original letters of Wil- 
liams have been seen by me, transcribed by or for the Rev. Mr. Greenwood 
of this city ; and other materials are abundant. He lived to a good old 
age, and deserves peculiar honour from virtuous politicians for his conduct 
to the Indians, and from men of science for his researches into their lan- 
guage. In Benedict's General History of the Baptists, I. 473, it is said, 
that he received a liberal education under the patronage of the great Sir Ed- 
ward Coke. The authority for this is the records of Williams's own church 
at Providence. I have examined that volume, and regret to say, that it 
was compiled within sixty years, probably by Gov. Hopkins. He is there 
said to have studied the law with the same oracle, but perhaps it was rather 
under his advice. The traditions in this case may be worth more than such 
traditions usually are. Williams certainly displays a knowledge of general 
principles of equity and jurisprudence beyond many practitioners of the 
science in that time, after all allowances for his ngid rejection of many 
harmless points, which will be disclosed in this History. 

1 In the original MS. this word has been tampered with, perhaps by 
some zealot ; yet it appears clearly enough to be Winthrop's usual abbrevia- 
tion for that which is restored in the text, and Prince read it as I do. 

2 John Throgmorton, from a note in Hutchinson, I. 371, it appears, was 
thought, by the fiery Hugh Peter, worthy of the same persecution that drove 
Williams to Providence. The original letter is preserved by our Historical 
Society. From Callender we learn, that he followed his spiritual guide, and 
by him he is mentioned in a letter of 1638, 3 Hist. ColL I. 172. The name 
is perpetuated at Salem, as the Rev. Dr. Bentley informed me, by Throg- 
morton's Cove. 

3 This word has perplexed me much. It was certainly given wrong in the 
former edition, for the first letter is a capital O. Presuming that the others 
were n, ^, e, and that the govemour wrote the word as frequently pronounc- 
ed, 1 once inserted Olney, with much confidence in the substitution, as by 
Salem church Thomas Olney was excommunicated, Hutchinson, I. 371, for 
uniting in the errours with Williams. But it is actually written Onge, a 
name so unusual, that it was not adopted before I found, by Watertown 
Records, Frances Ong, widow, buried 12 (9,) 1638, and in our County Register, 
1643, a mortgage to the children of the deceased, and in 1646 a deed from 
Simon Onge of that town. 

Of Perkins, 1 am less able to speak with certainty, because the name is 
very common, but conclude he was not the man designed in an order of 
our assistants, 3 April, 1632, ^^ that no person whatsoever shall shoot at fowl 
upon Pullen Point or Noddle^s Island, but that the said places shall be pre- 
served for John Perkins to take fowl with nets,^' Mass. Rec^ I. 85 ; for he ift 
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psssmgcffs* sua libiMt tvo mbokq Mmk of goodsw Sw $M 
saO fhMi Bristol DeccBhcr U Sk ImI % tctt t eip ^m o m 
passage, jtL tbran^ God^ aKfCj^ aU Ikt people ouae safr% 
except ^ay his son, who fell frcMi llie smtsail jird in a 
tcnpest, and could not be Rcovered* ikoi^ he kfpl in $%hl 
near a quarter of an hour. Her goods al^ caoM all in good 
condition. 

8.] The goTeniour went aboard the Ljon> riding bj Long 
Island. 

9.] The Lyon came to an anchor before Boston, where she 
rode Tery well, notwithstanding the S''^^ ^^ of ice^ 

10.] The frost brake up; and after that, though we had 
many |snows|| and sharp frosty yet they continued not« neither 
were the waters frozen up as l>efore. It hath been observed, 
eyer since this bay was planted by Englishmen, viz. seven 
years, that at this day the frost hath broken up every year. 

»to^«^ 

the same, whose sentence for drunkenness is giren hj Hutchinson, h 385* 
But the gentleman mentioned in the text, probablj, sat down^ with Williams 
and his other fellow passengers, at Salem ; to confirm which opinion, the re?e» 
rend historian of that town assured me, that, from the earliest time, the name 
of Perkins has been found in possession of estates in that part of Salem since 
become Topsfield. 

1 Way was, probablj, of Dorchester, as, I presume, the name again oc* 
ourring, 26 July next, refers to the same person, who was one of the principal 
men in that town. 

9 This planting in Boston harbour deserres and will reward inquiry. In 
the autumn of 1622 Weymouth, under the aboriginal name of Wessagusous, 
Wessaffuscussett, Wessagussett, Wichagusonssett, or Wessagusquassett, had 
been planted by a small colony from England, sent by Thomas Weston { but 
the settlement was broken up the following year. See Winslow^s Uelation, 
] Hist. Coll. VIli.248 — ^271. A company under Capt. Robert Gorges, (son 
of Sir F.) together with the Rer. William Morell, reoooupied the lamo spot in 
a few months after. They, in November, 1623, lost all their goods and pro* 
visions at Flimouth by a fire, occasioned by the carelessness of the sailors 
celebrating, 1 presume, the anniversary of the gunpowder plot with less 
discretion than loyalty. From this and other misfortunes, the design was next 
year relinquished. See Bradford, in Prince, I. 141 — 144. Morefl continued 
above a year in the country, and wrote a poetical, but not very particular ac- 
count of the land and its productions, reprinted in English and Latin, 1 Hiit. 
Coll. 1. 125. Perhaps some stragglers remained on the soil. In 1025 Mount 
Wollaston was occupied by the captain of that name. This was in Qutnoy. 
Here was that disorderly band, amonpp whom Morton, of whom ico page 34, 
exhibited his talent for mischief. This settlement, I believe, was permanent, 
though the high authority of Oov. Dudley^s Narrative, 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. :17, 
makes it vanish ; and, if permanent, must be considered the oldest of Massa- 
chusetts colony, unless Weymouth should assert a claim of vitality through 
its state of suspended animation. Hubbard, 107, informs us, thiit, the finme 
year, Nantasket was planted b^ Lyford, Oldham and Conant, p»rNons (JJNron- 
tented with the unseasonable rigour of their brethren of Flimouth. Net hn^^ 
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The poorer sort of people (who lay long in tents, &c«) were 
much afflicted with the scurvy, and many died, especially at 

however, did they remain there ; at least Lyford and Conant went to Cape 
Ann, where some gentlemen of Dorchester, in Old England, attempted to 
establish a fishing station ; but Conant soon removed thence to Salem, where 
Endecott, in 1628, found him. Hutchinson, I. 15, makes this last removal of 
Conant to be in the autumn of 1626, and adds, ^^ I find mention made of planters 
at Winisimet about the same time, who probably removed there from some of 
the other plantations.^^ From Hubbard, 105, we learn, that David Thomson, 
a Scotchman, who had been sent over in 1623 by Gorges, Mason and their 
associates, and had sat down at Piscataqna, ^^ removed down into Massachu* 
setts Bay within a year after/' But I doubt, that Hubbard, who is not usually 
precise, except when he copies, has antedated this emigration of Thomson ; 
for Gov. Bradford, ip Prince, I. 161, mentions his abiding at Piscataqua in 
1626. The busineat,,|)owever, in which he united, in the summer of that year, 
with the Plimouth colonists, seems to have been connected with an intention 
of seeking better quarters, which he found in an island of our harbour that 
has ever since borne his name. This island, with the neck of land (Squantum) 
on the neighbouring continent, Hubbard, from the Colony Records, says, 
*^ was confirmed to him and his heirs by the court of Massachusetts.^' 

Of the exact time when Maverick first pitched his tent on Noddle's Island, 
or Thomas Walford at Charlestown, or William Blackstone at Boston, we 
shall, probably, remain forever uninformed. Walford was found in possession 
by the Spragues, who went from Salem soon after arriving there in 1628. 
That Blackstone had occupied our peninsula several years, and with no slight 
advantage, we may presume from the expenses assessed on the several plan» 
tations, from Plimouth northward, for the campaign against Morton at Merry 
Mount, in 1628 ; his proportion, though the least, being more than one third 
of that to be paid by the settlers at Salem, before the coming of Endecott. 
With him, too, was probably included the Winisimet people, if there were 
any, and Walford and Maverick, if they had dwellings. The apportionment of 
the charges, from Bradford, in 1 Hist. Coll. III. 63, is interesting : 

Plimouth £2.10 Natascot £1.10 

Naumkeak 1.10 Thomson 0.15 

Pascataquack 2.10 Blackston 0.12 

Jeffrey and Burslem 2.00 Edward Hilton 1.00 

Total £12.7 

It is not in my power to determine the residence of Jeffery and Burslem, 
but conjecture would fix it either at Cape Ann, or, more probablv, Weymouth, 
from the latter town a Mr. Bursley being found a deputy so early as 1636. 

Blackstone removed a few years after Winthrop's arrival, and seated him- 
self about thirty-five miles to the southward, near the pldce which the famous 
Roger Williams soon rendered illustrious by the name of Providence, where a 
river, which flows into the harbour of that city, still bears the name of this 
pilgrim. See a memoir in 2 Hist. Coll. X. 170, which gives the time of hie 
death 26 May, 1675, and contains all that the assiduous antiquary of Plimouth 
could rescue from the shades of forgetfulness. I am able to add only, that by 
our Colony Records he took the freeman's oath 18 May, 1631, being the first 
admission, and that in our Town Records it appears he " was married to Sarah 
Stephenson, widow, 4 July, 1659, by John Endecott, govemour." He well 
improved his new estate, and the apples on his farm were long in high repute. 
2 Hist. Coll. IX. 174. 
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Boston and ^Charlestown ; but when this ship came and 
llbrought storell of juice of lemons, many recovered speedily. 
It bath been always observed here, that such as fell into dis- 
content, and lingered after their former conditions in England, 
fell into the scurvy and died. 

18.] Capt. ^Welden, a hopeful young gentleman, and an 
experienced soldier, died at Charlestown of a consumption, and 
was buried at Boston with a military funeral. 

Of the old planters, and such as came the year before, there 

||broaght iu good storesH 

An approximation to the time of Blackstone^s coming to Boston is easily 
obtained. Lechford, who wrote in 1641, thus speaks of him : ^^ One Mr. 
Blackstone, a minister, went from Boston, having lived there nine or ten 
years, because he would not join with the church ; he lives near Mr. WiUiams, 
but is far from his opinions.^^ Now, to ascertain when he withdrew from this 
spot first planted by him, is all that remains, and we may find reason, 1 be« 
lieve, to reckon it the spring of 1635. That he. was unjustly driven away, ia 
an opinion not to be entertained for a moment. As all the right of soil, 
which the government at home could give, was by the charter given to our 
governour and company, 'we shall be convinced of the equity in their treat- 
ment, by reading their Records, I. 97. At a court, 1 April, 1633, ^^ it is agreed, 
^at Mr. Wm. Blackstone shall have fifty acres of ground set out for him near to 
his house in Boston to enjoy forever.^^ All this right he sold next year to the 
other inhabitants, of whom none, now recollected, had so large a portion. 
See the depositions of Odlin, Walker, Hudson and Letherland about this 
purchase, 2 Hist. Coll. lY. 202. This evidence, taken after the tyrannical 
proceedings in chancery in 1683, against our charter, showed that all titles 
were in danger on our side of the ocean, states the price agreed to be six 
shillings for every householder in town, still reserving six acres for the grantor. 
The Town Records of that day, on the second surviving page, confirm the 
evidence : ^' 10 November, 1634, at a general meeting upon publick notice, it 
was agreed that Edmund Quincy, Samuel Wilbore, William Balstone, £dward 
Hutchinson the elder, and William Cheeseborough the constable, shall make 
and assess all these rates, viz. a rate for £30 to Mr. Blackstone, a rate for 
cow^s keeping, &c. &c.^' This sum was, undoubtedly, the consideration for 
' bis sale, and, taking from the depositions the proportion for each, would show 
the number of householders one hundred. I desire the reader to correct an 
errour in Shaw's Description of Boston, 308, where he has Blackstone^ in- 
stead of Balstone, one of a committee in this month to divide the lands among 
the inhabitants. Blackstone probably removed the following spring. If so, 
and he had resided here as long as Lechford, who visited him at his new 
plantation, reports, he arrived at Boston in 1625 or 1626. 

1 This is the first instance of thus spelling the name. 

3 By Dudley, 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 45, the loss of this gentleman is lament- 
ed in these terms : ^^ Afnongst others, who died about this time, was Mr. Ro- 
bert Welden, who, in the time of his sickness, we had chosen to be captain of 
one hundred foot, but before he took possession of his place, he died, the 
sixteenth of February, and was buried as a soldier, with three vollies of shot.'' 
Our MS. is very plain in its date, and the discrepancy may be reconciled by 
referring it to the funeral honours, though Prince, II. 20, was not of this 
opinion. No. 91 of the members of Boston church is, ^^ Elizabeth Welden, 
eone to Watertown," perhaps the widow of the captain. 
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were but two, (and those servants,) which had the scurvy in all 
the country. At Plimouth not any had it, ||no not|| of those, 
who came this year, whereof there were above sixty. Where- 
as, at their first planting |pthere,|| near the half of their people 
died of it. 

A shallop of Mr. ^Glover^s was cast away upon the rocks 
about Nahant, but the men were saved. 

Of those which went back in the ships this summer, for fear 
of death or famine, &c. many died by the way and after they 
were landed, and others fell very sick and low, &c. 

The Ambrose, whereof Capt. Lowe was master, being new 
masted at Charlton, spent all her masts near Newfoundland, 
and had perished, if Mr. Peirce, in the Lyon, who was her 
consort, had not towed her home to Bristol. Of the other 
^ships which returned, three, viz. the Charles, the Success, 
and the Whale, were set upon by Dunkirkers, near Plimouth 
in England, and after long fight, having lost many men, and 
being much torn, (especially the Charles,) they gat into Pli- 
mouth. 

The provision, which came to us this year, came at exces- 
sive rates, in regard of the dearness of corn in England, so as 
every bushel of wheat meal stood us in fourteen shillings^ 
peas eleven shillings, &c. Tonnage was at £6.1 K^ 

||Dor outy ll^Umeg 

1 John Glover was one of the chief men of Dorchester, and many times a 
deputy in the general court, from which station his services raised him to be 
an assistant. Johnson, lib. I. chap. xlv. calls hiqa ^* a man strong for the 
truth, a plain, sincere, godly man, and of good abilities.^^ 

2 A strange misapprehension by Hubbard, 140, who postpones to the follow- 
ing spring the voyage of these ships returning in the autumn, after bringing to 
this country the colony, with the relation of which our History begins, arose 
solely from his failing to observe, that the report of their disasters was brought 
hither by the Lyon, which, after towing one of them, the Ambrose, home, had 
left England, 1 December. His mistake would have been impossible, had 
he, as Prince, H. 19, combined the more perspicuous narrative of Dudley^ 
on til is subject, with that of Winthrop. 

3 We find this ladt sentence in the margin of the original MS. The extremity 
of want here, before the arrival of the Lyon, may be judged of from the antici- 
pations announced by Winthrop in his letters. See Appendix. Mather 
says, probably from tradition, that the govemour " was distributing the last 
handful of meal in the barrel unto a poor man distressed by the wolf at the 
door;*' and the language of Capt. Clap, one of the sufferers, Prince H. 10, is 
much more satisfactory, because less figurative. Having been furnished with 
an original letter of the venerable John Rogers, of Dedham in Old England, 
father of our Nathaniel, addressed, probably, in November, 1630, to John- 
Winthrop, jon. at Bristol, "or, in his absence, to Mr. Pelham of Buers,^' on 
this foreseen evil, 1 think it worth insertion : 
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22.] We held a day of ihanksriving for this ship's arrival, 
by order from the governour and council, directed to all the 
plantations. 

" Good Mr* Wintbrop, — I hope you baye my letters with certain moneys 
that I sent to you to intreat you, of all love, to provide some little matter of 
butter and meal for such as 1 named, wherein I earnestly entreat your loving 
faithfulness and care to procure it and direct it to them, to Jeffeir Ruggles, 
late of Sudbury, he is the chief. But this day I have received so lamentable 
a letter from one John Page, late of Dedham, that hath his wife and two chil- 
dren there, and he certifies me, that unless God stir up some friends to send ' 
him some provision, he is like to starve. Now I pity the man much, and have 
sent you twenty shillings, entreating you, for God's sake, to provide such a 
barrel of m^al as this money will reach unto, and direct it over to John Page 
with this my letter enclosed. In which 1 pray God move your heart to be 
very careful, for it stands upon their lives ; and it cuts me to the heart to 
hear that any of our neighbours should be like to famish. If we could possi- 
bly help to prevent it, 1 should be glad. So, ceasing to trouble you farther, 
I commend yon and the weighty business you are about to the blessing of 
Almighty God, who speed it happily. 

'* I sent a letter to your father, which was directed to Mr. Harwood. I be- 
seech you be a help to the safe sending of it. 

Your worship's in the Lord, 

JOHN ROGERS. 

^' Good Mr. Pelham, — ^If, in Mr. Winthrop's absence, this letter should come 
to your hand, I beseech you, good Sir, that you would be so good as fulfil the 
contents of it. I shall be much thankful unto you.'' 

The Cbarlestown Records mention, that a fast had been appointed for the 
next day after this ship's coming, but Ibis happy arrival caused the govern- 
ment to order a thanksgiving. 

I have the original bill of Capt. Feirce for the governour's stores, as follows : 

Provinoru to be made at Bristol for the worshipful John Winthropy 

Governour. j? j 

Wheat meal, 34 hhds. cont'g 8 bushels per hhd. at Bs. 6d. per bush.. 11 5. 2.0 

Peas, 15 hhds. cont'g 7 bushels, at Ss, per bushel 32. 2.0 

Oatmeal, 4 hhds. cont'g 32 bushels, at lOs. per bushel ....16. 0.0 

Beef and pork, 4 hhds 24. 0.0 

Cheese, 15 cwt. at 20s. per cwt. cask and all 22.10.0 

Butter, 5 kinderkins, at 38*. 9.10.0 

Suet, 6 firkins 8. 0.0 

Seed barley, 14 bushels 2.16.0 

Seed rye, 1 hhd 1.10.0 

Oakum, 1 cwt 0.12.0 

For 20 (unknown) of cask, at 14* 7. 0.0 

For haling, craneing and lightering, at 2s. fid 2.13.4 

For one half freight 40. 0.0 

280.11.T 

More paid out to the apothecary for provision, for the cask 6. 6.4 

Paid out for Samuel Sampson for his passage..., 3. 0.0 

Paid him more for to bring him up to London 1.10.0 

Paid more for him for physick and diet at Bristol 2.10.0 

Paid for 300 trees , , ..,6. 0. 

299.17.8 
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March 16.] About noon the chimney of Mr. ^Sharp's 
bouse in Boston took ^fire, (the splinters being not clayed at 
the top,) and taking the thatch burnt it down, and the wind be* 
ing N. W. drove the fire to Mr. Coiburn^s house, being [blank] 
rods off, and burnt that down. also, yet they saved most of their 
goods. 

23.] ^hickatabot came with his sannops and squaws, and 
presented the governour with a ||hogshead|| of Indian corn. 

||busbel|| 

1 Thomas Sharp, Esq. was an assistant chosen in England, and probablj 
a passenger in the fleet with Winthrop ; for he was present at the first court 
here, and the last in England on board liie Arbella. He is the sixth member 
of Boston church. We conclude, that he made no preparations for rebuilding 
his house ; for in a fortnight after this disaster he left America, and no ac- 
count of his return is known. Nor was this the only misfortune that might in- 
duce him to go home : the death of his daughter, perhaps, had before fixe^ 
his resolution, if she deserred to be valued above, or even equally, with the 
wives of Johnson, Phillips, Coddington and Pynchon, as by Dudley, 1 Hist. 
Coll. VIII. 44: '^ Upon the third of January died the daughter of Mr. Sharp, 
a godly virgin, making a comfortable end, after a long sickness. The planta- 
tion here received not the like loss of any woman, since we came hither, and 
therefore she well deserves to be remembered in this place." 

Another Sharp, Samuel, perhaps brother of Thomas, had been, in England, 
chosen an assistant, but was superseded before embarking, because the com- 
pany then designed to consider themselves a corporation in London. They, 
however, desired Endecott to regard him as united in the. commission with 
others, for his advisers. He accompanied Skelton in the George Bonadven- 
ture, and while on his passage, the deed of the Indian sachems to Wheel* 
wright and others of the lower part of New Hampshire, to which his name ^a» 
a witness is forged, purports to be executed. His friends, I presume, were 
restrained from choosing him an assistant again by that scruple, of the pro- 
priety of uniting in the same person the offices of ruling elder and magistrate, 
which compelled Nowell to forego the least honourable service. Elder Sharp 
died in 1658, as the historian of Salem writes, 1 Hist. Coll. VI. 243. 

9 Gov. Dudley's account of this fire, 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 46, seems worth 
transcribing, with the judicious comment : ^^ The like accident of fire also 
befel Mr. Sharp and Mr. Colburn, upon the seventeenth of this March ; both 
whose houses (which were as good and as well furnished as the most in the 
plantation) were in two hours space burned to the ground, together with much 
of their household stuff, apparel and other things ; as also some goods of 
others, who sojourned with them in their houses ; God so pleasing to exer- 
cise us with corrections of this kind, as he hath done with others. For the 
prevention whereof in our new town, intended this summer to be builded, we 
have ordered, that no man there shall build his chimney with wovd, nor cover 
his house with thatch, which was readily assented unto; for that divers 
other houses have been burned since our arrival.^' 

3 This sachem lived near the Neponset River, probably on the eastern 
side, as there Wood, in his map, 1634, places his wigwam, but his power, no 
doubt, reached several miles around. Dudley, who calls him Chickatalbot, 
says, he oppressed Weston's plantation, and intended to destroy it. Notice 
of his death will be found November, 1633. His son, Josiah, grandson, Jere- 
my, and great grandson, Charles Josiah, succeeded in the humble sovereign- 
ty. See the excellent History of Dorchester, 1 Hist. CoU. IX. 160, 161. 
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After they had all dined, and had each a small cup of sack 
and beer, and the men tobacco, he sent away all his men and 
women, (though the governour would have stayed *them, in re* 
gard of the rain and thunder.) Himself and one squaw and one 
sannop stayed all night, and, being in English clothes, the 
governour set him at his own table, where he behaved himself 
as soberly, &c. as an Englishman. The next day after dinner 
he returned ||home,|| the eovernour giving him cheese and peas 
and a mue and some other small things. 

26.] Uohn Sasamore and James his brother, with divers 
sannops, came to the governour to desire his letter for recovery 
of twenty beaver skins, which one Watts in England h^d forced 
him of. The governour entertained them kmdly, and gave 
him his letter with directions to Mr. ^Downing in England, &c. 

The night before, alarm was given in divers of the planta- 
tions. It arose through the shooting off some pieces at Water- 
town, by occasion of a calf, which ||^Sir Richard Saltonstal]|| 
liad lost ; and the soldiers were sent out with their pieces to 
Iplryll the wilderness from thence till they might find it. 

29.] Sir Richard Saltonstall and his two daughters, and one 
of his younger sons, (his two eldest sons remained still in the 
country,) came down to Boston, and stayed that night at the 
governour^s, and the next morning, by seven of the clock, ac- 
companied with Mr. Peirce and others in two shallops, they 
departed to go to the ship riding at Salem. The governour 

IfhereH ||3blank|| ||38earch|| 

1 In assigning the residence of these Indians to the neighbourhood of 
Wntertown, or between the Charles and Mistick Rivers, I rely on mj slight 
information of them. A few days before, this sagamore with one of his sub- 
jects had made complaint of the burning of two of their wigwams, of which an 
account is given by Dudley ; but Prince, II. 21, from the Colony Records, en- 
larges the information by the circumstance, that Sir R. Saltonstall was order- 
ed to make satisfaction, which he did by seven yards of cloth, because the 
mischief had been occasioned by one of his servants. 

S Downing, whose Christian name was Emanuel, was of the Inner Temple, 
and related to Winthrop by marriage of fais sister. Before coming over, he 
sent three of his children. In our Church Records, under November, 1633, 1 
find, " Mary Downing, kinswoman to our brother John Winthrop, gover- 
nour,^' admitted, No. 182. From several letters brought by her, I am satisfi- 
ed, she was the daughter of this gentleman. He lived several years, in great 
esteein, at Salem, which he often represented in the general court, and was 
father of the celebrated Sir George Downing, ambassadour both of Cromwell 
and Charles II. in Holland, of whom mention will be found in the second 
volume of this History. A daughter of Emanuel was the second wife of the 
venerable Gov. Bradstreet, as Hutchinson, I. 23, says ; but as the first died 
so late as 16 September, 1672, I presume the second gave no increase to 
the govemour's family. 

7 VOL. I. 
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gave them three ||clrakes||^ at their setting sail, the wind being 
N. W. a stiff gale and full sea. Mr. Sharp went away at the 
same time in another shallop. 

About ten of the clock, Mr. ^Coddington and Mr. Wilson, 
and divers of the congregation, met at the governour^ and 
there Mr. Wilson, praying and exhorting the congregation to 
love, &C. commended to them the exercise of ^prophecy in 
his absence, and designed those whom he thought most fit for 
it, viz. the governour, Mr. ^Dudley, and Mr. Nowell the elder. 

||ducks|| 

1 To mention, that discbarges of artillery are intended by this phrase, 
would be unnecessary, had not the erroneous reading of the former edition 
permitted a careless reader to suppose, that birds were given for food on the 
Toyage. 

s William Coddington, whose name is sometimes spelt Cottington, proba- 
bly from the sound resembling that of Lord Cottington, then of the priTj 
council, was a gentleman of great estate and influence in Boston, where, it is 
said by Callender, he built the first brick house. He was one of the earliest 
assistants, treasurer of the colony for some time, and is always mentioned 
with great esteem by our author, until the unhappy separation caused by the 
antinomian controversyr His name as a member of our church is not earlier 
than No. 92, and that of his wife, who died ii) the fir^t season, is not found. 
On his return from England, in 1633, he brought another wife, Mary, who is 
among our church members No. 158. Besides what may be learned of him 
from these pages, the Biographical Dictionaries pf Eliot and Allen, and still 
more the candid century discourse of the modest historian of Rhode island, 
dedicated to his grandson, give ample attestation to the talents and integrity 
of Coddington, who was the father of that colony, and many years its 
governour. 

• 

3 After V^ilson^s departure, only the churches of Sal^m, Dorchester and 
Watertown were supplied with pastors. Since Dorchester had two ministers, 
Warham and Maverick, it may appear strange, that one of them was not 
spared for a season to the principal congregation m the colony, including the 
dwellers at Boston, Charlestown and Newtown ; but perhaps their duties were 
so diverse, as pastor and teacher, that each was considered as necessary as ei« 
ther. The people of Roxbury had now, indeed, united themselves to Dorches- 
ter, as their church records show. Prince, II. 64, though in November before, we 
may be sure, from their assessment. Prince, II. 6, they had been part of Wilson^s 
charge.. This ^^ ei^ercise of prophecy,^' or office of preaching, was well en- 
trusted, however, to the three eldest magistrates, though the instructions of 
Dudley and Nowell were probably rendered less serviceable by tibeir severe 
tempers' than the mild wisdom of Winthrop. 

4 Of Thomas Dudley, little information should be expected in the narrow 
limits of this note. Much may be learned from Mather, though bis mise- 
rable intermeddling in politicks, 1 Hist. Coll. 137, made the governour^s son, 
probably, distrustful of his authority, and therefore the Magnalia contains 
this curious passage ; ^^ I had prepared and intended a more particular ac- 
count of this gentleman ; but not having any opportunity to commit it unto 
the perusal of any descended from him, (unto whom 1 am told it will be un- 
acceptable for mie jto publish any thing of this kind, by them not perused,} 
I have laid it aside, and summed all up in this more general account, '^^ 
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Then he desired the governour to commeiid himself and the rest 
to God by prayer ; which being done, they accompanied him to 
the boat, and so they went over to Charlestown to go by ^land 

Being the first deputy goyernour in the colony, many yean governour, 
and, when he filled neither of these offices, one of the assistants, his his* 
tory must be embodied in that of his country ; and the diligence of Eliot 
has gleaned almost all that the Records omitted. A hardness in publick^ 
and rigidity in private life, are too observable in his character, and even 
an eagerness for pecuniary gain, Which might not have been eipected in 
a soldier and a statesman. Gov. Belcher wrote ah epitaph for him : 

Here lies Thomas Dudley, that trusty old stud, 
A bargain's a bargain, and must be made good. 

Diiidley lost, in 1643, the wife he brought over, two of whose children 
are known, Samuel and Ann ; but he married again the next year, and 
the celebrated Gov. Joseph was child of the second wife. Samuel married 
Mary, daughter of Gov. Winthrop, in 1633, I presume, as our First Church 
Records verify the baptisms of their children, Thomas, 9 March, 1634; 
John, 28 June, 1635 ; Samuel, 2 August, 1639. Why these children wero 
baptized here, when the father was not a church member, though the mother 
was, must be referred to a liberality of practice much controverted in af- 
ter times, and even to the present day. He was Sometime at Salisbury^ 
and deputy from that town 1641, settled at Exeter in 1650, where he was 
a preacher, and is called a person of good capacity and learning. Belknap's 
New Hampshire, I. 48, in note. 

His daughter, Anti, married^ at sixteen years of age, to Bradstreet, before 
our colonists left England, bore him eight children^ She b the most distin^^ 
guished of the early matrons of our land by her literary powers, of which 
proof is given in a volume of poems, the second edition of which, printed at 
Boston, 1678, by John Foster, in a very respectable 12mo of 255 pages, is 
now before me. It does credit to her education, and is a real curiosity, 
though no reader, free from partiality of friendship, might coincide in the 
commendation of the funeral elogy by John Norton : 

Could Maro's muse but hear her lively strain, 
He would condemn his Works to fire again. 

Her breast was a brave palace, a broad itreet^ 
Where all heroick ample thoughts did meet, 
Where nature such a tenement had ta'en. 
That other souls, to hers, dwelt in a lane. 

^he gratidson, Thomas, was graduated at Harvard College in 1651, fonr« 
teen years before his uncle Joseph, and died in 1655. His wil] comes but a 
few pages after that of his grandfather in our first volume of Records. Of so 
distinguished descendants as the sons of the second governour, Paul, chief jus- 
tice of the province, and William, speaker of the representatives, it cannot be 
necessary to speak. Eliot has done better than any one else will ever 
attempt. 

1 That is, to Salem. Dudley's letter went by this ship, in which were 
embarked Coddington and Wilson, as well as Sharp and Saltonstall with 
three of his chUdren. The two fir9t returned soon ; the others came no 
more^ So many persons of distinction went in this vessel, that the court's 
order, of 1 March preceding, for the traasportatiOB of sone unquiet spirits, I 
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to the ship. This ship set sail from Salem April 1, and ar- 
rived at London (all safe) April 29.^ " *^ r - 

April.] The beginning of this month we had very mucfa 
rain and warm weather. It is a general rule, that when the 
wind blows twelve hours in any part of the east, it brings rain 
or snow in great abundance. 

4.] Wahginnacut, a sagamore upon the River Quonehtacut^ 
which lies west of Naragancet, came to the governour at Boston, 
with John Sagamore, and Jack Straw, (an Indian, who had lived 
in England ^nd had served Sir Walter Rakigh, and was now 
turned Indian again,) and divers of their sannops, and brought 
a letter to the governour from Mr. Endecott to this effect : That 
the said Wahginnacut was very desirous to have some English- 
men to come plant in his country, and offered to find them 
corn, and give them yearly eighty skins of beaver, and that 
the country was very fruitful, &c. and wished that there might 
be two men sent with him to see the country. The governour 
entertained them at dinner, but would send none with him. 
He discovered after, that the said sagamore is a very treach- 
erous man, and at war with the Pekoath (a far greater saga- 
more.) His country is [[not above|| five days^ journey from us 
by land. 

12.] At a court holden at Boston, (upon information to the 
governour, that they of Salem had ^called Mr. Williams to the 
oflSce of a teacher,) a letter was written from the court to Mr. 
Endecott to this effect : That whereas Mr. Williams had refus- 

||at aboutll 

imagine, could not be thoroughly ei^ecuted. Mr. Aleworth,. Mr. Weaver,. 
Mr. Plastow, Mr. Shuter, Cobbet, Wormewood, Sir Chr. Gardiner and Mr. 
Wright, " or so many of them as the ship can carry," were ordered to be 
sent to England ^^ as persons unmeet to inhabit here." The knight, who 
caused so much uneasiness, and Plastow, are afterwards named in the Records 
as present, though Hutchinson hastily gave Gardiner passage in this ship. 

I This sentence is by the governour given in the margin. 

S In opposition to this extraordinary interference, as we should now 
think it, of the civil power in election of a church officer, Bentley informs us, 
the congregation of Salem received him, on this same day, as teacher. He sue* 
ceeded .Higginson, the time of whose death is mistaken by that author, 1 Hist. 
Coll. VI. 244. Certainly it was not 15 March, 1630, unless Dudley, 1 Hist. 
Coll. VI 11. 40, Hubbard, 120, and the Memorialist of Plimouth, are in a strangs 
errour. Hubbard's precise date, 6 August, is probable, as it differs little, if at 
all, from Dudley, and is consistent with Morton. See mention of his death 
in a letter of our author, 9 September, 1630, in Appendix. At what time the 
violence of opposition, by such as had no real interest in the transaction, 
caused Williams to separate from his afiectionate people, does not <5learly ap- 
pear ; but in this History it will appear, that he was driven out of the juris- 
diction) and had found refuge at Plimouth, before 25 October, 1632. 
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ed to join mih the ||congregation|| at Boston, because they 
would not make a publick declaration of their repentance for 
faavine communion with the churches of England, while they 
ll^liyedy there ; and, besides, had declared his opinion, that the 
magis^te might not punish the breach of the Sabbath, nor any 
other offence, |pas it|| was a breach of the first Hable ; therefore, 
they marvelled they would choose him without advising with 
the council ; and withal desiring him, that they would forbear 
to proceed till they had conferred about it.^ 

13.] Chickatabot came to the governour, and desired to 
buy some English clothes for himself. The governour told 
him, that English sagamores did not use to truck ; but he called 
his tailor and gave him order to make him a suit of clothes ; 

||churches|| ||9tarriedt| II^att| 

1 AU, who are inclined to separate that connexion of secular concerns 
with the duties of religion, to which most governments, in all countries, hare 
been too much disposed, will think this opinion of Roger Williams redounds 
to his praise. The laws of the first table, or the four commandments of the 
decalogue first in order, should be rather impressed by early education than 
by penal enactments of the legislature ; and the experience of Rhode Island 
and other states of our Union is perhaps favourable to the sentiment of thi» 
earliest American reformer. By a restoration of the true reading in the text, 
the sentiment is m&de more distinct. Too much regulation was the errour of 
our fathers, who were perpetually arguing from analogies in the Levitical 
institutions, and encumbering themselves with the yoke of Jewish customs. 

3 From the Records of the Colony, I. 71, I introduce another sentence of 
this court : ^^ Thomas Walford of Charlton is fined j£lO, and is enjoined, he and 
bis wife, to depart out of the limits of this patent before the 20th day of Octo- 
ber next, under pain of confiscation of his goods, for his contempt of authority 
and confronting officers, &c,^'* This severity must be regretted ; for he was the 
first Englishman at that place, being by the Spraguei (who went thither, kk 
1628, from £ndecotOs company at Salem) found there a smith ; but it is not 
told for whom he was labouring. Prince, 1. 175, from the Records of the town. 
Walford was, however, a valuable man at Piscataqua, being one of two trus. 
tees or wardens for the church property. Conf. Hubbard, 220, and 1 Hist.. 
CoU. X. 64. In a record of the court, only a month later than that in the text, 
I observe, that, being fined j&2, ^^ he paid it by killing a wolf." But our rulers 
distrusted him ; for, 3 September, 1633, ^^ it is ordered, that the goods of 
Thomas Walford shall be sequestered and remain in the hands of •Ancient 
Gennison, to satisfy the debts he owes in the bay to several persons.'^ John 
Walford, probably a son of this person, was bjMthe king named, in 1693, one of 
the councU to Gov. AUen. Belknap's N. H. 1. 193. One Jane Walford, per- 
haps the wife of Thomafi, was, in 1656, persecuted by her^neighbours as a 
witch, and, ten or twelve years later, recovered damages against one for calling 
her by that odious name. 

At the same court, in an action of battery by Thomas Dexter against Ende- 
cott, a jury was empanneled, and their names are given, whose verdict was 
j£lO damages. For an account of this strange afiair, see the very curious let* 
ter of the defendant, Hutchinson's Coll. 52, in which the meek ruler of Salem 
permits himself to say, " If it were lawful to try it at blows, and he a fit man 
for me to deal with, you should not bear me complain.'' 
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whereupon he gave the governouF two large skins of coat 
beaver, and, after he and bis men had dined, they departed^ 
and said he would come again three days after for his suit. 

14.] *We bfegan a court of guard upon the neck between 
Roxbury and Boston, whereupon should be always resident 
an officer and six men.* 

An order was made §last court,§ that no man should dis- 
charge a piece after sunset, except by occasion of alarm. 

15.] Chickatabot came to the governour again, and he put 
him into a very good new suit from head to foot, and after he 
set meat before them ; but he would not eat till the governout' 
had given thanks, and after meat he desired him to do the like, 
and so departeds 

21.] The house of John ^Page of Watertown was burnt by 
carrying a few coals from one house to another : a coal iell by 
the way and kindled in the leaves. 

One *Mr. Gardiner, (calling himself* Sir Christopher ^ar- 



1 John Page is amofig the fifst freemen, admitted at the genera] court 
of all the company next month, when the number was 118, not 110, as John- 
son, lib. I. c. 17, has it. He feH into another errour, in mistaking the dtnre 
to become freemen, expressed at the court in October preceding, for the 
admisnon. From Prince, II. 29, who makes only 1 16 take the oath of free- 
men, the reason of my differing is, that I count, in the original Record of the 
Colony, two more names, ti?* Robert Coles and Thomas Dexter, which indeed 
were afterwards erased, but it is evident that they could not have been insert- 
ed by the secretary, unless justly entitled to the place. Besides, there is the 
old enumeration of the three columns of names, 44, 40 and 34, to make upf 
my reckoning. We know, that Dexter was disfranchised some years after, 
and Coles probably was. 

Of Page, I know only what is given in the fine letter of Rogers on p. 47 ; 
that he was of Dedham in Old Enu^land, and had, on coming over, a wife and 
two children ; and, from the Colony Records, that, at the first general court, in 
October, 1630, held at Boston, he was made constable of Watertown ; and, 
from the Watertown Records of Births, ^^ Daniel, the son of John and Phebe 
Page, bom 10 August, 1634,»» 

3 I apprehend, that the original cause of dislike to Sir Chr. Gardiner by 
our colonists, or of his enmity to the company, must be forever left to uncer- 
tain conjecture. He arrived, probably, in 1630, but at which plantation, or 
iu^ what vessel, our early writers leave us uninformed< ^^ Some miscarriages^ 
for which he should have answv^d,^' is the doubtful phrase, in which Morton 
assigns the reason of his flight from Massachusetts ; and Hubbard, 149 — 153, 
who does some service by correcting the chronology of the Plimonth historian, 
has enlarged his slender narrative only by an humble sarcasm. The accusa- 
tion mentioned in the text should have been supported by a warrant from 
England to arrest the culprit ; but as no such legal cause of imprisonment h 
noted, and he seems to have escaped, on returning to England, any sus- 
picion or even inquiry, we may safely conclude, that Gardiner^s disaffection 
to the worship of our churches first rendered him obnoxious to the charge of 
popery, for which the evidence afterwards appeared sufficient. The letter of 
Winthrop to Bradford, 5 May, the day after the prisoner's arrival, preserved 
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diner, knight of the golden ||inelice,||) being accused to have two 
ivives in England, was sent for; but he had intelligence, and es- 
caped, and travelled up and down among the Indians about a 
ll^month ;|| but, by means of the governour of Plimouth, he was 
taken §by the Indian$§ about ^Namasket, and brought to Pli« 
mouth, and from thence he was brought, by Capt. ^Underbill 
and his Lieut. ^Dudley, May 4, to Boston. 

16.] There was an alarm given to all our towns in the night, 
by occasion of a piece whicn was shot off, (but where could 
not be known,) and the Indians having sent us word the day 
before, that the Mohawks were commg down against them 
and us. 

*1 7.] A general court at Boston. The former governour was 
chosen again, and all the freemen of the commons were sworn 
to this government. At noon, ^Cheeseborough's house was 
burnt down, all the people being present. 

Ilblankll ||Sveek|| 

in Prince, II. 27, was composed in a temper, the mildness of which scarcely 
comports with the writer's belief of the misconduct imputed to the knight by 
the later historian. 

1 This name belonged to part of the tract, now included in Middle- 
borough ; but the lines of Indian geography were probably not very precise, or 
Are forgotten. 

3 Of John Underbill, his errours, fanaticism and hypocrisy, sufficient no* 
tice will be found in subsequent pages, and in most of the early histories of 
our country; but all, I think, derived from this work. He was early a 
member of our Boston church, being No. 57, and one of the first depu- 
ties in the general court. After removal from Massachusetts to Piscata- 
qua, where be staid not long, he was living in good repute at New Haven 
colony, as is proved by hi» election as a representative from Stamford in 
1643, Trumbull, I. 124, and by Oov. Welles's letter, eleven years later, in 
Hutchinson's Coll. 253. In 1655 he dwelt on Long Island, as appears in 
Haz. I. 341. 

3 This is thought to be that son of Gov. Dudley, who married Winthrop^s 
daughter, mentioned in note on page 51. He died, probably, at Exeter, 
in 1683. New Hamp. Hist. Coll. II. 238. Mather does not rank him with 
the ministers. 

4 Prince, II. 28, remarks the errour of this date. The court was held 
on 18th. 

5 William Cheeseborougfa, or Cheesbrough, was one of the earliest mem- 
bers of Boston church, and in 1634 chosen constable of the town. He 
moved soon after to Mount Wollaston, where he lived several years, and 
bad a considerable estate. His character is known, by being one of the 
two appointed for Boston, to unite with committees from other towns in 
advising the governour and council about raising a publick stock, as here- 
after mentioned in this History, May, 1632. That measure, as Prince sup^ 
posed, was, undoubtedly, the patural introduction of a house of represen- 
tatives. In October, 1640, he was deputy for Braintree, and is, I presume 
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27,] There came from Virginia into Salem a pinnace of 
eighteen tons, laden with corn and tobacco* She was bound to 
the north, and put in there by foul weather. She sold her com 
at ten shillings the bushel. 

June 14.] At a court, John Sagamore and Chickatabot 
being told at last court of some injuries that their men did 
to our cattle, and giving consent to make satisfaction, &c. 
now one of their men was complained of for shooting a pi^, 
&c. for which Chickatabot was ordered to pay a small skm 
of beaver, which he presently paid. 

At this court one Philip ^Ratcliff, a servant of Mr. Cradock, 
being convict, ore tenus, of most foul, scandalous invectives 
against our churches and government, was censured to be 
whipped, lose his ears, and be banished the plantation, which 
was presently executed. 

25J] There came a shallop from Pascataqua, which brought 
news of a soiall English ship come thither with provisions and 
«ome Frenchmen to make salt. By this boat, Capt. Neal, 



the same person, whom Trumbull, 1. 234, makes first planter of Stonin^^on, 
coming thither from Rehoboth in 1649. He had some trouble in Connec- 
ticut about title to his lands, but soon prevailed ; and among the principal 
people, enumerated soon after by the same author, are William, Elisha and 
Samuel Cheeseborough, the two latter being, probably, his sons. I find, 
however, William, witness to a deed of land in or near Rehoboth, so late 
as 1658 ; yet the distance in those days was thought so little of, that we 
may suppose he was on a short visit to oM neighbours. Descendants are 
found in Connecticut. 

1 A foreign hand has inserted in the text the Christian name of the cul* 
prit ; but as it is true, we should not complain of the interpolation. In 
our Colonial Records, vol. I. 86, is found the sentence, as in the gover- 
nour^s text, with an addition of some importance — a fine of j&40. The of- 
fence is there stated, with a little more precision, ^^for uttering malicious 
and scandalous speeches against the government, and the church of Salem^ 
iLc% as appeareth by a particular thereof proved upon oath.^' No trace of 
this evidence is Imown, and the Slc* must go unexplained, though the 
proof would be quite curious, if we may trust the brother libeller, Morton, 
who represents Ratcliff, by the name of *^ Mr. Innocence Faircloth, by Mr. 
Mathias Charterparty sent over,^* as an injured man, whose chief offence 
was, asking payment of his debts in his sickness. The New English 
Canaan aggravates the cruelty of the judgment by the additional circum- 
fitances of boring and slitting his tongue, branding his face, and whipping 
in every plantation ; but the adversary felt a momentary emotion of can- 
dour, when he wrote, that Sir Chr. Qardiner^s interference with Gov. Win- 
throp prevented the execution of part of it. 

Still I am compelled to regret the cruelly of the punishment, and am not 
surprised at the dissatisfaction it produced m England. A letter in my pos- 
session to J. Winthrop, jun. from his relative, Edward Howes, London, 
3 April, 1632, says, ^^ I have heard divers complaints against the severity of 
your government, especiaDy Mr. Endecott^s, and that he shall be sent for 
ever, idiout ontting off the lunatick man'^s ears, and other grievances.*^ 
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governour of Pascataqua, sent a packet of letters to the gover- 
nour, directed to Sir Christopher Gardiner, which when the 
governour had opened, he found it came from Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, (who claims a great part of the Bay of Massachusetts.) 
In the packet was one letter to Thomas Morton, (sent prisoner 
before into England upon the lord chief justice's warrant :) 
by both which letters it appeared, that be had some secret de- 
sign to recover his pretended right, and that he reposed much 
trust in Sir Christopher Gardiner. 

These letters we opened, because they were directed to one, 
who was our prisoner, and had declared himself an ill wilier to 
our government.^ 

27.1 There came to the governour Capt. ^Southcot of 
Dorchester, and brought letters out of the White Angel, (which 
was lately arrived at Sauco.) She brought [blank] cows, goats 
and hogs, and many provisions, for the bay and for Plimbuth. 
Mr. Allerton returned in this ship, and by him we heard, that 
the Friendship, which put out from Barnstable [blank] weeks 
before the Angel, was forced home again by extremity of foul 
weather^ and so had given over her voyage* This ship, the 
Angel, set sail from [blank.] 

July 4.] The governour built a bark at ^Mistick, which was 
launched this day, and called the Blessing of the Bay. 

1 The task of justifjiDg this breach of confidence, in openini^ the letters 
of Gorges, forwarded by his agent, might, to many politicians, appear easy ; 
but I shall merely remark, that a little dislike of the proceeding is by the 
governour indicated, by giving this paragraph only in the margin, and, proba- 
bly, at a later date, rerhaps, as in the case of Ratclifif, some other of the 
council is chargeable with the influence that moved the court. 

^ Southcot was one of the principal planters of Dorchester, 1 Hist. Coll. IX* 
150 ; but this is all the information obtained of him, except, from Capt. Clap, 
we may infer, that the ^^ worthy gentleman, Mr. William Southcot, about three 
miles from the city of Exeter," with whom he first went to live, is the same 
person. Prince, II. 32, from the Colony Records, shows, that, at a court, 26 
July following, ^^ Captain Southcot bath liberty to go for England, promising 
to return with all convenient speed." Thomas Southcot was one of th« 
original patentees of Massachusetts, but he probably never came over. 

3 I imagine this was the anthor^s residence, during the summer, for the first 
two or three years, and that Boston then became his constant home ; though, 
from the disagreement between him and Dudley, related hereafter under date 
of 3 August, 1632, it seems, that he was prevented from sitting down at New- 
town only by the affection borne by the people of Boston towards him* The 
court of assistants, 6 September, 163], as by the Records, I. 82, is 
shown, *' granted to Mr. Governour six hundred acres of land, to be set forth 
by metes and bounds, near his house at Mistick, to enjoy to him and his heirs 
forever." He called this farm Ten Hills — a name it has retained ever since. 
It is in the town of Charlestown, nearly opposite the entrance of Maiden 
River into the Mistick, where they form « broad bay. 

8 YOb, lb 
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6,] A small ship of sixty tons arrived at Natascott, Mr. 
Graves master. She brought ten passengers from London. 
They came with a patent to Sagadahock, but, not liking the 
place, they came hitl^er. Their ship drew ten feet, and went 
up to Watertown, but she ran on ground twice by the way. 
These were the company called the Husbandmen, and their 
ship called the Plough. Most of them proved familists and 
vanished away.^ 

13.] Canonicus' son, the great sachem of Naraganset, came 
to the governour's house with John Sagamore. After they 
had dined, he gave the govemour a skin, and the governour re- 
quited him with a fair pewter pot, which he took very thank- 
fully, and stayed all night. 

14.] The ship called the Friendship, of Barnstable, arrived 
at Boston, after she had been at sea eleven weeks, and beaten 
back again by foul weather. She set sail from Barnstable 
again about the midst of May. She landed here eight heifers, 
and one calf, and five sheep. 

21.] The governour and deputy, and Mr. Nowell, the elder 
of the congregation at Boston, went to Watertown to confer 
with Mr. Phillips, the pastor, and Mr. ^Brown, the elder of the 
congregation there, aoout an ^opinion, which they had pub- 

1 This last sentence was, as might be supposed by the reader, and as the 
original proves, added after the lapse of some time. Gentlemen, who re- 
mained in England, I suppose, had fitted out the expedition ; for, it appears hj 
the Colony Records, I. 89, that, 5 June, 1632, the court ^^ ordered, that the 
goods of the company of Husbandmen shall be inventoried by the beadle, and 
preserved here for the use and benefit of the said company .^^ 

3 Richard Brown is among those, who first applied for admission as free- 
men, and, by an order, 5 November, 1633, in Colony Records, I. 105, 1 find, 
is ^^ allowed by the court to keep a ferry over Charles River against his 
house, and is to have two pence for every single person he so transports, and 
one penny ^ piece, if* there be two or more/^ He seems to have been a per- 
son of consequence, and was the representative of Watertown in the first, 
second, fourth, ninth, and manv following courts of deputies. But no informa- 
tion of him, more than our author's, is obtained, except in Hubbard, 187, who, 
after saying ^^ he was discharged from his office,^' which certainly was a 
good thing, though meant as no honour, because it permitted him to come into 
civil service, adds, '^ He was a man of good understanding, and well versed 
in the discipline of the separation, having been a ruler in one of their 
churches in London, where he was known to be very violent and passion- 
ate in his proceedings.^' Still he commends him for '^ his faithfulness and 
care of Dr. Ames and Mr. Robert Parker, safely conveying them (being 
himself one that kept a wherry) aboard their vessel at Gravesend, when they 
were pursued by some that would willingly have shortened their journey.'' 

3 Of this opinion, more will be found in future pages. To rigid Puri- 
tans it seemed, no doubt, very strange < for only the high church party 
entertained it ; and all the unintelligible wonders of the Apocalypse were 
usually employed to prove the bishop of Rome to be Antichrist. 
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lished, that the churches of Rome were true churches. The 
matter was debated before many of both congregatious, and, 
by the approbation of all the assembly, except three, was con- 
cluded an errour. 

32.] The White Angel came into the bay. She landed 
here twenty-one heifers. 

26.] A small bark of Salem, of about twelve tons, coming 
towards the bay, John ^Elston and two of Mr. Cradock^s fish- 
ermen being in her, and two tons of ^tone, and three ||hogs- 
headsjl of train oil, was overset in a gust, and, being buoyed up 
by the oil, she floated up and down [jforty-eight hours, and the 
three men sitting upon her, till Henry Way his|| boat, coming by, 
espied them and saved them. 

29.] The Friendship set sail for the Christopher Islands, 
and ran on ground behind |pConant^s|p Island. 

30.] The White Angel fell down for Plimouth, but, the 
wind not serving, she came to an anchor by Long Island, and 
ran on ground a week after, near Gurnett^s Nose. 

Mr. Ludlow, in digging the foundation of his house at Dor- 
chester, found two pieces of French money : one was coined 
in 1596. They were in several places, and above a foot within 
the firm ground.^ 

August 8.] The Tarentines, to the number of one hundred, 
came in three canoes, and in the night assaulted the wigwam 
of the sagamore of Agawam, by Merimack, and slew seven men*, 
and wounded John Sagamore, and James, and some others, 

||barrel8|| ||9till then, when a|| ipc 1| 

1 Of this man I know nothing^. Prince reckoni him one of Cradock^s ser- 
vants. 

3 I am satisfied that Prince, II. 32, is mistaken in reading this word stores, 

3 The island has been called GoyemourU Island, probably, eyer since 
it was, by the court, in April following, demised to Goy. Winthrop ; but the 
rent reseryed, being part of the produce, was seyeral times yaried. The 
property remained in the family of the father of Massachusetts, until, within a 
few years, it has been obtained by the national goyernment for the purpose of 
fortification. 

4 Perhaps no reader will expect, that the occasion of these coins being 
lodged here should be satisfactorily ascertained ; yet I may be pardoned for 
offering a conjecture, that they came from a French ship, wrecked at Cape 
Cod about fourteen years before, whose crew were soon* murdered by the 
savages, except three or four, that were ^^ kept and sent from one sachem to 
another to make sport with them.^* Two were redeemed by Dormer, about 
three years after their calamity, and one died among the Indians, having lived 
with &em long enough to giye them some instruction. See Morton^s Memo- 
rial, sub an. 1620 ; and Prince, I. 45, relying for his narrative on Bradford 
and Pqrchas. 
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(whereof some died after,) and rifled a wigwam where Mr. 
Cradock's men kept to catch sturgeon, took away their nets 
and biscuit, &c.^ 

[Large blank.] 

1 9.] The Plough returned to Charlestown, after she had 
been on her way to the Christopher Islands about three 
weeks, and was so broke she could not return home. 

31.] The governour's bark, called the Blessing of the Bay, 
being of thirty tons, went to sea. 

September 6.] The White Angel set sail from Marble Har- 
bour. 

About this time last year the company here set forth a pin- 
nace to the parts about Cape Cod, to trade for corn, and it 
brought here above eighty bushels. This year again the Sa- 
lem pinnace, being bound thither for corn, was, by contrary 
winds, put into Pliraouth, where the governour, &c. fell out 
§with them,§ not only forbidding them to trade, but also telling 
them they would oppose them by force, even to th^ spending of 
their lives, &c. ; whereupon they returned, and acquainting the 
governour of Massachusetts with it, he wrote to the governour 
of Plimouth this letter, here inserted, with their answer, which 
came about a month after.^ 

The wolves did much hurt to calves and swine between 
Charles River and Mistick.® 

At the last court, a young ^fellow was whipped for soliciting 

1 Hubbard, 145, says, that the Ag^wam sachem '^ was the less pitied of 
the English," because thej heard that he '* bad treacherously kiUed some of 
those Tarratine families." The invaders were from the east. Johnson, lib. 
I. chap. xtY, in his usual prolix manner, mentions the alarm among the Eng- 
lish from this expedition, and the precautions of our fathers ; but it is not a 
Terj probable story, or at least is much ornamented. 

The number of canoes, thirty, in the former edition, appeared to me too 
large for the forces ; and as the Arabic numeral in Winthrop^s writing is com- 
monly followed by a :, which easily deceives a common reader, and he had 
first written two fishing ahoLlop*^ I have determined to reject the cypher, and 
adhere to my resolution, though both Hubbard, 145, and Prince II. 32, read 
our MS. 30. On a later page, October 2, 1633, our author observes, that the 
Indians of Long Island have canoes '* so great as one will carry t^hty men.*' 
Hud the fierce ' natives of the eastern shore so small craft for their expedition 
as to want thirty to carry one hundred ? 

S Since the days of the first generation of the statesmen of the two colonies, 
it may be presumed, these documents ]have never been seen ; for no other no-, 
tice of them is known. Perhaps each side desired afterwards to destroy them. 
The jealousy of the weaker power seems, in this instance, less reasonable than 
in some succeeding. 

3 This sentence is in the margin. 

4 Thft name of the offender is found in the first volume of our Colonj 
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an Indian squaw to incontinency. Her husband and she com- 
plained of the ||wrongJ| and were present at the execution, and 
Yerj well satisfied* 

At the same court, one Henry ^Linne was whipped and 
banished, for writing letters into England full of slander against 
our government and orders of our churches. 

17.] Mr. ^Shurd of ^Pemaquid, sent home James Saga- 
morels wife, who had been taken away at the surprise at Aga- 
wam, and writ that the Indians demanded [blank] fathom of 
wampampeague and [blank] skins for her |pransom.|| 

27.] At a court, one Josias Plaistowe and two of his ser- 
vants were censured for stealing com from Chickatahot and 
his men, (who were present,) the master to restore two fold, and 
to be degraded from the title of a gendeman, and fined five 
pounds, and his men to be whipped.^ 

[Blank.] 
• ||injury|| | remissionj 

Records, page 8S, and, immediatelj after the sentence, is added bj the 
court, ''^ Upon this occasion it is propounded, whether adultery, either 
with English or Indian, shaU not be punished with death. Referred to the 
next court to be considered of.^^ At the next court of assistants, held 18 of 
next month, such an act was adopted, though it could not at first be en- 
forced. It certainly indicates rather the rigorous purity than the wiidom 
of our early legislators. 

1 Lynn, who was of Boston, had been sentenced, in September of the 
first year, to be whipped. Colony Records, I. 59. Dissatisfaction with this 
discipline, probably, led to his second offence, which, from the Records, I. 83, 
consisted only of writing into England ^^ against the government and execu- 
tion of justice here ;'^ but it may naturally be imagined, that his letters con- 
tained some slander of the ^^ orders of our churches,^^ though not included in 
the judgment against him. His banishment was certainly remitted, thoup;h 
the Records do not mention it ; for, in November, 1632, the court fined him 
*^ ten shillings, for absenting himself from training.^^ Four years later I 
find, in our town proceedings, an order about the ranging of his fence. 

3 Abraham Shurd, or Shurt, or Short, lived many years at the eastward ; 
for Thomas Gorges, in a letter to Winthrop, Hutchinson^s Coll. 114, 28 
June, 1643, says, that he had information of the govemour^s writing to him 
by that person. From this fact, with the mention of him by our author 
in June and July, 1644, it is rendered certain, that he was a man of some 
consideration. In 1662, I have found bis testimony, that he was agent of 
Aldworth and Elbridge at their establishment. He was, therefore, one of 
those who,, under the grant of Sir F. Gorges, Haz. I. 315, had, for three years 
preceding, lived at this plantation, which was prosperous. Randolph, m his 
letter to Porey, Hutchinson^s Coll. 563, represents one of the name, in June, 
1688, as town clerk of Pemaquid, who perhaps was a son of the earliest settler. 

3 The president (Sir F. Gorges) and council of New England, in a grant, 
29 February, 1631, to Aldworth and Elbridge, Haz. I. 315, recite, that their 
people or servants had occupied the mouth of the river three years or more. 

4 Copying exactly the sentence of the court, appears to me the best ex- 
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October 4.] The Blessing went on a voyage to the east- 
ward. 

11.] The governour, being at his farmhouse at Mistick, 
walked out after supper, and took a piece in his hand, supposing 
he might see a wolf, (for they came daily about the house, and 
killed swine and calves, &c. ;) and, being about half a mile off, 
it grew suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he mistook his 
path, and went till he came to a little house of Sagamore John^ 
which stood empty. There he stayed, and havmg a piece of 
match in his pocket, (for he always carried about him match 
and a compass, and in ||summer time snake-weed,||) he made a 
good fire ||^near|| the house, and lay down upon some old mats, 
%vhich he found there, and so spent the night, sometimes walk- 
ing by the fire, sometimes singing psalms, and sometimes getting 
wood, but could not sleep. It was (through God's mercy) a 
Ipwarmll night ; but a little before day it began to rain, and, 
having no cloak, he made shift by a long pole to climb up into 
*tbe house. In the morning, there came thither an Indian 
squaw, but perceiving her before she had opened the door, he 
barred her out ; yet she stayed there a great while essaying to 
get in, and at last she went away, and he returned safe home, 
his servants having been much perplexed for him, and having 
walked about, and shot off pieces, and hallooed in the night, 
but he heard them not* 

22.] The governour received a letter from Capt. ^Wiggin 
of Pascataquack, informing him of a murder committed the third 
of this month at Richman's Isle, by an Indian sagamore, called 
Squidrayset, and his company, upon one Walter Bagnall, called 
Great Walt, and one John P , who kept with him. They, 

ythe former there spake need|| H^and warmed || ||3wearj|| 



planation of this passage : ^' It is ordered, that Josias Plastowe shall (for 
stealing four baskets of com from the Indians) return them eight baskets 
again, be fined jC5, and hereafter to be called by the name of Josias, and not 
Mr. as formerly he used to be ; and that William Buckland and Thomas An* 
drew shall be whipped for being accessary to the same offence.^^ We must 
conclude, therefore, that our fathers thought the whipping of the servants a 
lighter punishment than the degradation of the master. 

1 Thomas Wiggin was agent, or governour, of the upper plantation, as 
Neal was of the lower. He was a worthy man, without doubt ; for the Pnritaa 
peers. Say and Brooke, employed him as their representative, and he gave evi- 
dence in favour of our people against Gorges and Mason. In 1650, after the 
union of New Hampshire with our colony, he became one of the assistants, 
Hutch. I. 150, and, two years later, was among the commissioners to receive 
the submission of the inhabitants of Maine. Probably descendants perpetu- 
ate his name. 
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having killed them, burnt the house over them, and carried 
awaj their guns and what else they liked« He persuaded the 
governour to- send twenty men presently to take revenge ; but 
the governour, advising with some of the council, thought best 
to sit still awhile, partly because he heard that Capt. Neal, 
&c. were gone after them, and partly because of the season, 
(it being then frost and snow,) and Want of ||boats|| fit for that 
expedition. This Bagnall was sometimes servant to one ih the 
•bay, and these three years had dwelt alone in the said isle, 
and had gotten about £400 jpmost in goods.|| He was a wicked 
fellow, and had much wronged the Indians. 

25.] The governour, with Capt. Underbill and others of the 
officers, went on foot to Sagus, and next day to Salem, where 
they were bountifully entertained by Capt. Endecott, &c. and, 
the 28th, they returned to Boston by the |pford|| at Sagus 
River, and so over at Mistick. 

A plentiful crop. 

30.] The governour, having erected a building of stone at 
Mistick, there came so violent a storm of rain, for twenty-four 
hours, from the N. E. and S. E. as (it being not finished, and 
laid with clay for want of lime) two sides of it were washed 
down to the ground ; and much harm was done to other houses 
by that storm. 

§Mr. Pynchon's boat, coming from Sagadahock, was cast 
away at Cape Ann, but the men and chief goods saved, and 
the boat recovered.§^ 

November 2.] The ship Lyon, William Peirce master, ar- 
rived at Natascot. There came in her the governour's ^wife, 

||boots|| ll^interest in govenuiient|| ||^fort|| 



1 Our author wrote this sentence in the margin ; but Prince understood it 
to refer to the aame storm, in which the goTemour's new building had received 
such injury. 

» In the latter part of this History, 1647, notice of this lady's death will 
be found. She was the govemour^s third wife, and the mother of all his chil- 
dren named in this work, except John, Henry, Mary, and Forth. In an Alma- 
nack of 1617, belonging to Adam Winthrop, Esq. father of the gOTernour, 
against I7th September, is this note : " My son rid first to Maplested." At 
12 January, he remarks, " This day J. W. the elder, is twenty-nine years 
old ;" at 12 February, " This day J. W. the younger, is eleven years 
old ; at 10 August, *' This day I, A. W^., am sixty-nine years old." 
He used the same little book for a register next year ; for, in another part, I 
find it written, " that on Friday the 24th of April, 1618, my son's third wife 
came first to Groton. She was married to him the 29th day of the same 
month at Great Maplested, anno 1618.'' Her baptismal name was Margaret, 
and her admission at our church was, probably, on the first Sunday after arri- 
val, the number being 111, next to John Eliot. 
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§his eldest son, aad his %ife,§ and others of his children, 
and Mr. .^Eliot, a minister, and other families, being in all 
about sixty persons, who all arrived in good health, having 
been ten weeks at sea, and lost none of their company but two 
children, whereof one was the governour's daughter Ann, 
about one year and half ^old, who died about a week after 
they came to sea. ♦ 

3.] The wind being contrary, the ship stayed at Long 
Island, but the governour's *son came on shore, and that night 



1 Her name was Martha, admitted of our church, No. 130, her hus- 
band being 121. She was daughter of Henry Painter, I presume, married 
after Gov. Winthrop came over, bore no children, and died early at Aga*> 
wam, before it obtained the name of Ipswich. In one of the letters in Ap- 
pendix the governour mentions his sister F'ainter, and I have a letter of 
Mr. Painter to John Winthrop the younger, before leaving England, on this 
voyage with his mother, in which the writer speaks of his sister^ whom his 
c rrespondent was to accompany, and of his daughter Winthrop. I am the 
more particular in this statement, because the family genealogy, by some 
substitution, probably of another branch, names the two wives of John, jun. 
neither Painter nor Peter. 

S This was the celebrated apostle of the Massachusetts Indians, whose 
fame has been too widely diiSused in Europe and America to need any 
addition from the humble pen of the editor. He joined Boston church, 
No, 110, and our pages will show how soon he was removed to higher useful^ 
ness. Just praise is given him in 1 Hist. Cojl. VIII. 5, by his amiable name- 
siJce of the last generation. 

3 From the age of the daughter, thus mentioned, we conclude, thai 
her father had never seen her. The situation of his wife in the spring of the 
preceding year, (see Appendix,) was the reason, probably, why she did not 
accompany him. 

4 This distinguished gentleman, the governour, for many years, of Connec- 
ticut, whose name will frequently recur in our History, was the heir of all his 
father^s talents, prudence and virtues, with a superiour share of human learn- 
ing. His birth was on 12 February, 1605—6, his father having married, 16 
April preceding, being then only seventeen years and three mon&s old, Mary, 
daughter of John Forth, Esq. of Great Stanbridge, Essex. By that wife, as 
we learn from a letter to the eldest son, published by Mather, and which t 
consider the most valuable part of the Magnalia, our author had three sons 
and three daughters. The sons were John, Henry and Forth. Of the 
daughters, since the name of Mary alone is preserved, I presume the two 
others died in infancy. All the children of that union, except the subject of 
this note, he says, were deceased before the date of that letter, 1643. 

Belknap has honoured the son in his American Biography, though we regret 
much the brevity of the memoir. He probably relied too far upon Mather, as 
we are sure he did in the life of the father. Mather, speaking of John, jun. 
with his customary carelessness, says, he was ^^ not above twenty-three years 
of age*^ when chosen assistant, in 1632. Two sons, Fitz-John, born 14 
March, 1638, and Wait-Still, bom 27 February, 1641—2, and five daughters, 
survived him, and are remembered in his will in the Registry of Suffolk, lib. 
VI. fol. 156. He died in Boston, 5 April, 1676. He was a member of Boston 
church, and his wife, Martha, soon after coming. She died in a few years. 
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the governour went to the ship, and lay aboard all night; and 
the next mornings the wind coining fair, she came to an anchor 
before Boston« 



and, the femilj memoirs say, was buried at Ipswich. All his children were 
hoTtk of the second wife, Elizabeth, the eldest, of the same name with her 
mother, 24 Joly, 1636. One of the wives, and, to me it seems probable, the 
second, was daughter of the famous Hugh Peter, though two tempers more 
unlike than the father^n-law and the son-in-law could hardW be found in 
such near connexion. Tet I cannot doubt the fact, though the family me- 
moirs give a different name to either wife. In a letter of Roger Williams, 
12 July, 1654, soon after returning from England, to John WinSirop of Con* 
necticut, he says, ^^ I had no letters for you, but yours were all well. I was 
at the lodgings of Major Wikithrop and Mr. Peters, but I missed them. Your 
brother flourisheth in good esteem, and is eminent for maintaining the freedom 
of the conscience, as to matters of belief, religion and worship. Tour father 
Peters preacheth the Jsame doctrine, though not so sealously as some years 
since ; yet cries out against New English rigidities and persecutions, their civil 
injuries and wrongs to himself, and their unchristian dealing with him in ez« 
communicating hu distracted wife. All this he told me in his lodgings at 
Whitehall, those lodgings which I was told were Canterbury's ; but he himself 
told me tha^ that library, wherein we were together, was Canterbury's, and 
given him by the parliament. His wife lives from him, not wholly, but much 
distracted. He tells me, he had but two hundred a year, and he allowed her 
four score per annum of it. Surely, Sir, the most holy Lord is most wise in 
all the trials he exerciseth his people with. He told me, that his affliction ' 
from his wife stirred him up to action abroad, and when success tempted him 
to pride, tlie bitterness in his bosom comforts was a cooler and a bridle 
to him.'' In letters in the Appendix, from our historian to his son, hd 
speaks of my brother Peter, and my sitter Peter ; but this might only refer 
to Christian fellowship. But it is put beyond question by another letter 6( 
Williams to Winthrop of Connecticut, 6 February, 1659 — 60, giving pre-* 
mature rumour of Peter's death : ^^ Sfir, you were not long since the soft of 
two noble fathers, Mr. John Winthrop and Mr. H. Peters. It is said, they 
are both extinguished. Surely, 1 did ever, from my soul, honour and love 
them, even when their judgmento led them to afflict me." 

Fitz-John, who was a captain in Col. Read's regiment at the resWation, 
in 1660, continued to reside in Connecticut, of which he was govefnour, by 
nine annual elections, from 16d8 to his death. Thus father, son and 
grandson died in the highest office, to Which the affections of the peo- 
ple could exalt them>. W^ait-Still, after living in Connecticut during the life 
of his father, with whom he was colleague commissioner of the United Colo* 
nies, in 1675, removed to Boston during the usurpation of ^e charter rights 
by Andros, to whom he and his brother, the governour, Were made coun* 
sellors. Hutchinson, L 2^17. tn the spirit of that oppressor, we know, he did 
not sympathize ; for, on the breaking out of the Boston revolution, he was 
made by the patriots commander 6f the militia. He was named of the 
council by the new ch^ter of William and Mary ; but why Increase Ma- 
ther permitted his name of baptism, in that instrument, to be curtailed to 
Wait, I cannot divine, unless he thought the dissyllabic, as one word, 
sounding Puritanick, might be unpleasant to courtly ears. But that middle 
name was derived from intermamage of Adam, his great grandfather, with 
the family of Still, and this gentleman was not designated by a perverse 
simplicity, which Characterize! the age. He was afterwards chief justice 
of the superiour court of Massachusetts, and died 7 N"ovember, 1717. His 
wife was Mary, daughter of Hon. William. Browne pf Salem. The inven- 
9 VOL. I* 
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4.} The governdur, his wife and ^children, went on shore, 
with Mr. Peirce, in his ship's boat. The ship gave them six or 
seven pieces. At their landing, the captains, with their compa- 
nies in arms, entertained them with a guard, and divers vollies 
of shot, and three drakes ; and divers of the assistants and 



tory of his estate, that was divided between his son John, of New London, 
born in Boston 26 August, 1681, aAd his daughter, Ann, wife of Thomas 
Lechmere, surveyor of the customs in Boston, brother of Lord Lechmere, re- 
turned January, 1717—18, found in lib. XX. foL 91, of Suffolk Registry, ap. 
praises the property over j63000, of which the Elizabeth Islands and stock 
thereon made £2000. In the settlement of the estate, a controversy arose, 
from the decision of which, in Connecticut, for his sister, John appealed to 
the king in council, and obtained an ultimate decree in his favour, consistent 
with the laws of England, and overruling those of the colony. See an account 
in TrumbulPs Connecticut, II. 54 ; but observe a strange mistake of the 
reverend author, who makes the parties children of the last govemour of the 
family, who was. their uncle. He was chosen into the Royal Society, of 
which his grandfather had been, from its beginning, a valued correspon- 
dent, and remained to his death in England. Eliot^s Biographical Dictiona- 
ry contains a valuable extract of the dedication to him of the 40th volume 
of their Transactions. The family have preserved many communications of 
Sir Robert Boyle, Sir Kenelm Digby, Oldenburgh, and other distinguished 
naturalists, to the first govemour of Connecticut, and many of the second 
generation after, to this descendant. I have been favoured with a copy of 
the recommendation by Sir Hans Sloane and three other members, 10 Janua* 
ry, 1733, in favour pf the "grandson of the learned John Winthrop, Esq. 
who was one of the first members of this society, and who, in conjunction 
with others, did greatly contribute to the obtaining our charter, to whom the 
Royal Society, inits'eaifly &ys, was not only indebted for various inge- 
nious communications, but their museum still contdns many .testimonies of 
his generosity, especially of things relating to the natural history of New 
England."*^ He is the third of the name in Harvard College Catalogue, 1700, 
manied a daughter of Qov. Jo. Dudley, and died 1 August, 1747. Of seven 
children, two were sons, John StiH, born at New London, 15th Januaiy, 1720, 
and Basil. The latter died a bachelor. One daughter married Gov. Wanton 
of Rhode Island. John Still married, 4 September, 1750, Jane, only daugh- 
ter of Francis Borland of Boston, by whom he had John, H. C., 1770, 
Jan«, Francis B., Ann, William, Joseph, Mary, Thomas L., died at New 
London, 6 June, 1776,. Jrancis B. died at New York, leaving four sons 
and three dau^ters. From the second of the sons, Francis B., I have derived 
most of the original papers, that illustrate the private affairs of the family. 
Ann married the late David Sears, Esq. of Boston ; William is of New York ; 
Joseph of Charieston, 8.C. ; and Thomas L., H. C.» 1780, a distinguished gen- 
tleman of Boston. Bv a second wife, daughter of William Sheriff, a British 
officer, John Still had six children, of whom three survive, viz. Benjamin, of 
New York, married a daughter of Peter Stuyvesant, Esq. descendant of his 
ancestor's great antagonist ; Robert, an admikl in the British navy ; Elizabeth 
Sebor of Middletown, Conn* 

1 Besides Heniy, one son, probably Adam, came with his father. The 
other children, to come with John, jun. could onlv have been Mary, Forth, 
Stephen, Deane, Samuel and Ann ; bnt Forth, I conjecture, had died in 
England some few months before their embarkation, and that the letter of 
Ursula Sherman, in the Appendix, relates to him; and th« loss of Ann 
PB the voyage has just been told in the text. 
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most of the people, of the near plantations, came to welcome 
them, and brought and sent, for divers days, great store of 
provisions, as fat hogs, kids, venison, poultry, geese, partridges, 
&C*, so as the like jpy and manifestation of love had never 
been seen in New England. It . was a great marvel, that so, 
much people and such store of provisions could be gathered 
together at so few hours' warning. 

11.] We kept a day of thanksgiving at Boston. 

17.' The ^governour of Plimouth came to Boston, and 
lodged in the ship. 

23.] Mr. Peirce went down to his ship, which lay at Nan- 
tascot. Divers went home with him into England by Virginia, 
as Sir Richard Saltonstall his eldest son and others ; and they 
were six weeks in going to Virginia. 

The congregation at Watertown (whereof Mr. George Phil- 
lips was pastor) had chosen one Richard Brown for their 
elder, before named, who, persisting in his opinion of the truth 
of the Romish church, and maintaining other errours withal, 
and being a man of a very violent spirit, the court wrote a let- 
ter to the congregation, directed to the pastor and brethren, to 
advise them to take into consideration, whether Mr. Brown 
were fit to be continued their elder or not; to which, after 
some weeks, they returned answer to this effect : That if we 
would take the pains to prove such things as were objected 
against him, they would ||endeavour|| to redress them. 

Deceniber 8.] The said congregation being much divided 
about their elder, both parties repaired to the governour for 
assistance, &c. ; whereupon he went to Watertown, with the 
deputy governour and Mr. Nowell, and the congregation being 
assembled, the governour told thein, that being come to settle 
peace, ft;c. they might proceed in three distinct respects : 1. 
As the magistrates, (their assistance being desired-) 2. As 
members of a neighbouring congregation. 3. Upon the an- 
swer which we received of our letter, which did no way satisfy 
us. — But the pastor, Mr. Phillips, desired us to sit with them 
as members of a neighbouring congregation only, whereto the 
governour, &c. consented. 

Then the one side, which had first complained, were jpmoved 
to openjl their grievances; which they did to this efiect : That 
they could jioi communicate with their elder, being guilty of 
errours, both in judgment and conversation. After much de- 

Hundertakell ||%ioticed to exhibit|| 

y >• ' • • ' " ■ ■ ■ 

I WiUiam Bradford, whose character is sufficientlj illustrated in BeU 
knap^s American Bio^raphj. 



68 JOHN WINTHROP. [1631, 

bate of these things, at length they were reconciled, and agreed 
to seek God in a day of humiliation, and so to have a solemn 
||uniting;|| each party promising to reform what hath been 
amiss, &c. ; and the pastor gave thanks to God, and the assem- 
bly brake up.^ 

January 27.] The governour, and some company with him, 
went up by Charles River about eight miles above Watertown, 
. and nan)ed the first brook, on the north side of the river, (be- 
ing a fair stream, and coming from a pond a mile from the 
river,) Beaver Brook,» because the beavers had shorn down 
divers great trees there, and made divers dams across the 
brook. Thence they went to a great rock, upon which stood a 
high stone, cleft in sunder, that four men might go through, 
which they called Adam's Chair, because the youngest of their 
company was ^Adam Winthrop. Thence they came to ano- 
ther brook, greater than the former, which they called Masters* 

Ijfnritipglj 



1 The subject of this controversy U thus iDtrodaced bj the ecclesiastical 
Jiistorian of Massachusetts in 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 21 : " Very particulat mention 
is made of an elder in the chyrcfa at Watertown, much to his honour in 
an age of bigotry, though censored by worthy men, who were influenced 
hj the spirit of the age." 

2 He was probably the eldest son of the goTemour's third wife, and 
now between twelve and thirteen years of age, as 1 find his admission to the 
freemen^s oath, 2 June, 1641. In the Suffolk Registry of Deeds, I. 25, i» 
found an indenture, by which John Winthrop, Margaret his wife, and Adanr 
their son, grant the island, called the Govemour^s Island, to Henry Dunster, 
president of Harvard College, and Capt. George Cooke, to the use of said 
Adam and Elizabeth Glover, and the heirs of their twQ bodies, remainder to 
the said Adam and his heirs, reserving to the governour and his wife one third 
of the apples, pears, grapes and plums yearly growing. This was made on 
consideration of a marriage contracted and intended between the said Adam 
end Elizabeth, and bears date 1 February, 1641 — 2. He died 24 August, 
1652, and the inventory of his estate, taJcen 4 September, is entered in 
oujr Probate Records, II. 64. His son, of the same name, is the first of the 
family in the catalogue of Harvard College, 1668, was named of the council 
in the charter of William and Mary, and died August, 1700 ; and the grand- 
son, of the same name, son of Adam, second in H. C, 1694, was of the conn- 
cfil, and died 2 October, 1743. Administration of bis estate is in our Probate 
Records, XXXVI. 221 . His son, Adam, tlie fourth, bom 12 Aug. 1706, H. C, 
1724, married Mary, daughter of Hngh Hall, Esq. of Boston, was clerk of our 
judicial courts, died 12 December, 1744. His will is in our Probate Records, 
XXXVIl. 194. John, brother of the last Adam, R. C, 1732, was a member of 
the Royal Society, and distinguished as a professor at the Universitv. The 
Dictionaries of uiot and Allen duly honour him. The professor had four 
eons at the University ; John, 1765, lived in Boston, a merchant ; Adam, 
1767, was master of a vessel in Gov. Hancock^s employment, and in the 
Downs was knocked overboa|-d and lost ; James, 1769, a man of much curious 
erudition ; William, 1770, the only survivor. Of these, John alone was married, 
and had issue, John, H. C, 1796, and Adam, H, C, 1800, 
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Brook, because the eldest of their company was one John 
^Masters. Thence they came to another high pointed rock, 
having a fair ascent on the west side, which they called 
Mount Feake, from one Robert ^Feake, who had married the 
governour's daughter-in-law. On the west side of Mount 
Feake, they went up a very high rock, from whence they 
might S€re all over ||Neipnett,|| and a very high hill due west, 
about forty miles off, and to the N. W. the high hills by Mer- 
rimack, above sixty miles off.^ 

February ?•] The govemour, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Eliot, and 
others, went over Mistick River at Medford, and going N. and 
by E. among the rocks about two or three miles, they came to 
a very great pond, having in the midst an island of about one 
acre, and very thick with trees of pine and ||beech ;|| and the 
pond had divers small rocks, standing up here and there in it, 
which they therefore called ^Spot Pond. They went all about 
it upon the ice. From thence (towards the N. W. about half 
a mile,) they came to the top of a very high rock, beneath 
which, (towards the N.) lies a goodly plain, part open land, 
and part woody, from whence there is a fair prospect, but it 
being then close and rainy, they could see but a small distance. 
This place they called Cheese Rock, because, when they went 

||Whipcutt|| llbirchll 

1 Masters was at this time, I presume, an inhabitant of Watertown, though 
the preceding year he lired, perhaps, at Newtown, where he made a dock, 
paid for by contribution of the whole colony. See Prince, If. 30, 31, 60, and 
Dr. HoImes^s History of Cambridge, in 1 Hist. Coll. VIT. 8, 10. Cambridge 
Records say, he died 21 December, 1639, and his wife five days after. His 
will, dated 19 December, 1639, is one of the earliest in our Probate Registry, 
being vol. I. 11. 

S At a court, 4 September following, he was " chosen into the place of 
lieutenant to Capt. Patrick," and he represented Watertown in the first, 
second, third, fifth, sixth, serenth and eighth courts of deputies } but ray in- 
formation of him reaches no farther than that, following the fortunes of Pa- 
trick, he united with him in the purchase of GreeuMrich, Conn. Trumbull, I. 
116. The same eentleman is meant, where Hazard, 11. 214, has erroneously 
given Fenner^ as 1 know from the priginal act of the commissioners, preserved • 
in the archives of the Massachusetts Historical Society. Feake^s relation to 
the govemonr would certainly have saved him from the necessity of this 
.emigration, which can only be ascribed to regard for his commander or 
friendship to the settlers of the infant colony. In a very accurate description 
of Waltham, in 2 Hist. Coll. III. 261, the scene of this early survey, we are 
informed, that the name of the mountain is perpetuated. 

3 The very high hill is Waohusett, the only elevation in Massachusetts 
that justly asserts the name of mountain, though several heights claim it! 
The Merrimack hills are, I think, the spurs of Monadnock, usually called 
:the Peterborough Mountains. 

4 Succeeding generations have reverenced the first nomination. 
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to eat smoewh^t, tliej had onlj cheese, (the govemour's loan 
forgettiDgy for haste, to put up some bread.) 

14.] The governour and some other company went to 
view the couotry as far as Neponsett, and returned that night. 

[Iiai|[e blank.] 
17.] The governour and assistants called before them, at 
Boston, divers of Watertown 5 the pastor and elder by letter, 
and the others by warrant* The occasion* was, for that a 
warrant being sent to Watertown for levying of £8, part of a 
rate of £60, ordered for the fortifying of the new town, the 
pastor and elder, &c« assembled the people and delivered their 
opinions, that it was not safe to pay moneys after that sort, for 
fear of bringing themselves §and posteriiy§ into bondage. Be^ 
ing come before the governour and council, after much debate, 
they acknowledged their fault, confessing freely, that they were 
in an errour, and made a retractation and submission under 
their hands, and were enjoined to read it in the assembly the 
next Lord's day. The ground of their errour was, for that 
they took this government to be no other but as of a mayor 
and aldermen, who have not power to make laws or raise 
taxations without the people ; but understanding that this 
government was rather in the nature of a parliament, and that 
no assistant could be chosen but by the freemen, who had pow- 
er likewise to remove the assistants and put in others, and 
therefore at every general court (which was to be held once 
every year) they had free liberty to consider and propound 
any thing concerning the same, and to declare their grievances, 
without being subject to question, or, &c. they were uilly satisfi- 
ed ; and so their submission was accepted, and their offence 
pardoned.* 



1 In the objection of these gentlemen of Watertoi^n, there was mnch 
foice, for no power was by the charter granted to the govemoar and assistants 
to raise money by lev^^ assessment or taxation. Indeed) the same may be 
said of the right of making general orders or laws ; for the directors of the com- 
pany, or court of assistants, coqld only be exe^uti.Ye, The company, or great 
body of the corporation, howeTer, submitted at first to the mild and equal 
temporary usurpation of the officers, chosen by themselves, which was also 
justified by indisputable necessity. So siis^y patriarchal was the govern- 
ment, and so indUTerent was the mcoority of the settlers to retain their full 
charter rights, that, at tiie first general courts or meeting of the whole compa- 
ny, held at Boston, 19 October after their arrival, " for the establishing of 
the government, it was propounded, if it were not the best course, that the 
freemen should Inve the power of choosing assistants, 'when there are to be 
chMen, and the asMitMrtu, fton amoBgat themselves, to choose a governour and 
deputy governour, who, with the asaistents, should have the power of making 
laws and choosing officers to execute the same. This was fully assented unto 
by the genen^ vote of the people and erection of hands.^^ Col. Rec. I. 62. 
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March 6.] The first court after winter. It was ordered, 
that the courts (which before were every three wecks^) should 
now be held the first Tuesday in every month:^ 

Commissioners appointed to set odt the -bounds of the towns* 

14.] The bark Warwick arrived at Natascott, having been 

at Pascataquack and at Salem to sell eoi»n, which she brought 



Such an extraordinary surrdoder of pow^r pinves, that no jealousy was ex- 
cited by the former assilniptioii, by the govemour and assietantB, of the legis- 
lative, in addition to the executive and judicial functions, with which the 
charter seems to invest them. From the circumstance of omission of any 
•mention,- by our author, of that general court, we may conclude, that the 
-grant was not viewed as very important. The crudity of their political sys- 
tem is farther evidenced by the neglecting to notice in the Records the choice 
of assistants the next year after such enlargement of their authority, especially 
if we remember, that, besides the govemour and deputy, only five of the 
-council- remained, though the charter required eighteen. The manner of the 
early elections also, which was by proposing the former tenant of office for the 
new year, and calling for a show of hands, rendered the continuance of the 
assistants almost certain. But though the secretary has left no trace of the 
•exercise of their rights, at the general meeting of May, 1691, in the choice of 
assistants, the people appear to have made inquify on the sul^ject, since it is 
recorded, 1. 72, after notice of the election of govemour and deputy, as fol- 
lows : ^^'For explanation of an order made the last general court, holden the 
19th October last, it was ordered now, with full consent of all the commons 
then present, that, - once < in every year, at least, a general court shall be 
holden, at which court it shall be lawful for the commons to propound any 
person or persons, whom they shall desire to be chosen assistants, and if it be 
doubtful, whether it be the greater part of the commons or not, it shall be put 
to the poll. The like course to be holden, when they, 'the said commons, 
shall see cause, for any defect or misbehaviour, to remove any one or mere of 
the assistants.^' 

The cause of uneasiness, the second year, was, we may presume, the small 
number that constituted the supreme council or parliament. We may be 
certain, at least, that no inequalitv in the proportion of burdens sharpened 
the opposition to the assessment in the text; for of the thirty pounds levied in 
July preceding, Boston and Wate^town had each^oe, and each paid equally 
in the subsequent rate. It might, by modem conjecture, be supposed, that 
the Watertown people were less satisfied with the object of the present ex- 
.penditure; but this would be erroneous, for the other plantations would 
derive as little protection as they from this palisado ; yet Dudley and Brad- 
street were the only members of the court, by which the rate was levied, 
who lived at Newtown. To the agitation of this subject, we may refer 
the origin of that committee of two from each town to advise with the 
court about raising publick moneys, ^^ so as what they should agree upon 
should bind all,*' which will be found a few pages onward, under date of 
May of this year. This- led to the representative body, having the full pow- 
ers of all the freemen, except that of elections. 

1 An order of extraordinary character was passed at this court, *^that 
no planter within the limits of this jurisdiction, returning for England, shall 
carry either money or beaver with him, without leave from the govemour 
(for the time being) under pain of forfeiting the money or beaver so in- 
tended to be transported.^' No comment can increase our sense of the 
dangerous power thus given, nor display the foUy of such inhibition. 
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from Virginia. At her coming into Natascott, with a S. E.* 
wind, she was in great danger, by a sudden gust, to be cast 
away upon the rocks. 

19.] She came to Winysemett. 

Mr. Maverick, one of the ministers of Dorchester, in drying 
a little powder, (which took fire by the heat of the fife pan,) 
fired a small barrel of two or three pounds, yet did no othe^ 
harm but singed his ch^thes. It was in the new meeting-house^ 
which was thatched, and the thatch only blacked a little. 

April 3.] At a court at Boston, the deputy, Mr. Dudley,- 
went away before the court was ended, and then the secretary 
delivered the governour a letter from him, directed to the 
governour and assistants, wherein he declared a resignation of 
his deputyship and place of assistant ; but it was not allowed. 

At this court an act was made expressing the governour's 
power, &c. and the oflSce of the secretary and treasurer, &c.^ 

9.] The bark Warwick, and Mr. Maverick's pinnace, went 
out towards Virginia. 

12.] The governour received letters from Plimouth, signify- 
ing, that there had been a broil between their men at Sowamset 
and the Naragan^ct Indians, who set upon the English house 
there to have taken ^Owsamequin, the sagamore of Packanocott,. 
who was fled thither with all his people for refuse ; and that 
Capt. Standish, being gone thither to relieve the three English, 
which were in the house, had sent home in all haste for more 
men and other provisions, upon intelligence that Canonicus, 
with a great army, was coming against them. Withal they writ 
to our governour for some powder to be sent with all possible 
^peed, (for \i seemed they were unfurnished.) Upon this the 
governour presently despatched away the messenger with so 
much powder as he could carry, viz. twenty-seven pounds. 

16.] The messenger returned, and brought a letter from the 
governour, signifying, that the Indians were retired from 
Sowams to fight with the Pequins, which was probable, because 
John Sagamore and Chickatabott were gone with all their men,. 
§viz. John Sagamore with thirty, and Chickatabott with 
[blank]§ to Canonicus, who had sent for them. 

1 No mention of the resignation of Dudley is found in the Colony Re»^ 
cords ; and it is remarkable, that equal disregard of these acts about the 
governour, secretary and treasurer is evinced, though to us they appear 
very important. One curious occurrence is, however, preserved there : 
^^ Thomas fCnower was set in the bilbows for threatening the court, that if 
he should be punished, he would have it tried in England, whether he was 
Jawfully punished or not.'' 

^ Formerly •called Masisaseoiet, father of the celebrated Philip. 
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A wear was erected by Watertown men upon Charles River, 
three miles above the town, where they took great store of 
shads* 

A Dutch ship brought from Virginia two thousand bushels 
of corn, which was sold at four shillings sixpence the bushel* 

Mav 1.] The governour and ^assistants met at Boston to 
consider of the deputy his deserting his place* The points 
discussed were two. The 1st, upon what grounds he did it: 
2d, whether it were good or voia* For the 1st, his main rea- 
son was for publick peace ; because he must needs discharge 
his conscience in speaking freely ; and he saw that bred dis- 
turbance, .&c. For the 2d, it was maintained by all, that he 
could not leave his place, except by the same power which put 
him in ; yet he would not be put from his contrary opinion, nor 
would be persuaded to continue till the general court, which 
was to be the 9th of this month. 

Another question fell out with him, about some bargains he 
had made with some poor men, members of the same congre-* 
gation, to whom he had sold seven bushels and an half of corn 
to receive ten for it after harvest, which the governour and 
some others held to be oppressing usury ,^ and within compass 
of the statute ; but he persisted to maintain it to be lawful, and 
there arose hot words about it, he telling the governour, that, 
if he had thought he had sent ifor him to his house to give him 
such usage, he would not have come there ; and that he never 
knew any man of understanding of other opinion ; and that the 
governour thought otherwise of it^ it was his weakness* The 
governour took notice of these speeches, and bare them with 
more patience than he had done, upon a like occasion, at ano- 
ther time* Upon this there arose another question, about his 
house* The governour having ||formerly|| told him, that he did 
not well to bestow such cost about wainscoting and adorning 
his house, in the beginning of a plantation, both in reeard of 
the necessity of publick charges, and for example, &c. his 
answer now was, that it was for the warmth of his house, and 
the charge was little, being but (Clapboards nailed to the wall 

llfreelyB 

y ■ ■ ' " ■■■' 

1 Undoubtedly ihu wUb a private meeting, for notice of it it not found 
in the Records. 

3 Common sense vindicated her rights long since in Massachusetts, 
though she has not yet obtained a full triumph in aU dealings between 
man and man. The proviso in our statute aeainst niury^ 1783, c. 55, di- 
rects, that ^^ nothing in this act shall extend to the letting of cattle, or 
other usages of the like nature, in practice amongst farmers, &c. as hath 
been hertioforc aecuttomed.^^ 

10 VOL* I* 
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ID the form of wainscot. These and other speeches passed be- 
fore dinner. After dinner, the governour told ||them,|| that he 
had heard, that the people intended, at the next general court, 
to desire, that the assistants might be chosen anew every year, 
and that the governour might be chosen by the whole court, 
and not by the assistants only. Upon this, Mr. ^Ludlow grew 
into passion, and said, that then we should have no govern- 
ment, but there would be an interim, wherein every man might 
do. what he pleased, &c. This was answered and cleared in 
the judgment of the rest of the assistants, but he continued stiff 
in his opinion, and protested he would then return back into 
England. 

Another |pbusiness|| fell out, which was this. Mr. ^Clark of 
Watertown had complained to the governour, that Capl. ^Pa- 
trick, being removed out of their town to Newtown, did compel 
them to watch near Newtown, and desired the governour, that 
they might have the ordering within their own town. The 
governour answered him, that the ordering of the watch did 
properly belong to the constable ; but in those towns where the 
captains dwelt, they had thought fit to leave it to them, and 
since Capt. Patrick was removed, the constable might take 

||bim|| ||Squestion|| 

1 This name standing here, as in the former edition, though the reader 
was informed, in the list of errata, four in number, at the end, that it 
should be Dudlky, — I must give a short explanation. Our original MS. is 
plain enough ; the copy, too, prepared for the press by the secretary of Con^ 
necticut, written in an uncommonly fair hand, now in the archives of our 
Historical Society, I testify, foUows Winthrop. The former editor, as he 
himself assured me, never read the original ; and we must conjecture, and only 
conjecture, why, in making this errour, he did not follow the copy. Ludlow*» 
name had not, in this conference, been mentioned before, as Dudley's had. 
The editor, by his correction of the text, against the authority of original and 
copy, must have thought proper, while reading the proof of the page, to in- 
sert Dudley, because be was the only person likely to fall into a passion. 

3 William dark, whom I presume the author to mean, was -among the 
first freemen admitted ; and, the week after this inquiry, a Mr. Clark was by 
the court chosen constable of Watertown. Nothing more of him is known 
by me, except he were the person of that name, among others, sent with the 
governonr's son, in March following, to plant Ipswich. 

3 He came in the fleet, it is probable, with the governour, as a military 
leader and instructer ; for, at the court of assistants, 28 September, 1630, we 
find, Prince, II. 1, that fifty pounds were assessed on the plantations for him 
and Underbill. I suppose their pay was raised, as the colony became more 
able to bear the expense. At a court, 4 March, 1633, thirty pounds were 
levied, as their half yearns compensation. Col. Rec. I. 96. Patrick was ad- 
mitted a freeman in May, 1631 ; but for any farther information of him, ex- 
cept about his removing to Connecticut, it is in mj power to do no more 
than refer to the second volume of this History, >n which his death is 
commemorated, near the close of 1643. 
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care of it ; but advised him withal to acquaint the deputy with 
it, and at the court it should be ordered* Clark went right 
borne and told the captain, that the governour had ordered, 
that the constable should set the watch, (which was false;) 
but the captain answered somewhat rashly, and like a soldier, 
which being certified to the goverpour by three witnesses, he 
sent a warrant to the constable to this effect, that whereas 
some diflSculty was fallen out, &c. about the watch, &c. he 
should, according to his office, se^ due watch should be kept 
till the court had taken order in it. This much displeased 
the captain, who came to this meeting to have it redressed. 
The governour told the rest what he had done, and upon what 
ground ; whereupon they refused to do any thing in it till the 
court. 

While they were thus sitting together, an Indian brings a 
letter from Capt, Standish, then at Sowams, to this effect, that 
the Dutchmen (which lay for trading at Anygansett or Nara- 
gansett) had lately informed him, that many Pequins (who 
were professed enemies to the Anagansetts) had been there 
divers days, and advised us to be watchful, &c. giving other 
reasons, &Cf 

Thus the day was spent and no good done, which was the 
more uncomfortable to most of them, because they had com- 
mended this meeting to God in more earnest manner than or- 
dinary at other meetings. 

May 8.] A general court at Boston. Whereas it was (at 
our first coming) agreed, that the freemen should choose the 
assistants, and they the governour, the whole court agreed now, 
that the governour and assistants should all be new chosen 
every year by the general court, (the governour to be always 
chosen out of the- assistants ;) and accordingly the old governour, 
John Winthrop, was chosen ; accordingly all the rest as before, 
and Mr. ^Humfrey and Mr, Coddington also, because they 
were daily expected. 



1 This distinguished planter deserves greater honour than he has re- 
ceived from ihe brief note of Hutchinson, which Eliot transcribed, but 
could not enlarge. Allen has forgotten to name him ; but his importance in 
the colony will be observed from many passages of this History. He had 
been chosen deputy governour at a general court of our company in Eng- 
land, 20 October, 1629, though our annual registers, that used to record, in 
their list of gentlemen who had filled that office, the name of Goffe, who 
never came to our country, omitted that of Humfrey. He was also one of 
the onginal patentees of the colony of Connecticut. Haz. I. 318. An ad- 
venturous desire of planting new colonies consumed his estate ; and all wish 
to end his life with us must have been destroyed by the shocking calamities 
m his family, of which notice will be found in these pages, under date of No« 
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The deputy governour, Thomas Dudley, Esq. having sub- 
mitted the validity of his resignation to the vote of the court, it 
was adjudged a nullity, and he accepted of his place again, and 
the governour and he being reconciled the day before, all 
things were carried very lovingly amongst all, &c. and the 
people carried themselves with much silence and modesty. 

John Winthrop, the governour's son, was chosen an assistant. 

A proposition was made by the people, that every company 
of trained men might choose their own captain and officers ; 
but the governour giving them reasons to the contrary, they 
were satisfied ||without|| it. 

Every town chose two men to be at the next court, to ad- 
vise with the governour and assistants about the raising of a 
publick stock, so as what they should agree upon should bind 
all, &C.1 

*This court was begun and ended with speeches for the, &c. 
as formerly.^ 

Ilwithll 

vember, 1641. If any reader would excuse his natural indignation, felt on 
perusal of the narrative of Hubbard, 379, when obscurely commenting on 
these sufferings, lyhich he almost calls a judgment for the offence of leav- 
ing our country, he may recollect, that the full relation of Winthrop was 
then lying before Hubbard, and then study the character of the afflicted 
father in his letter to our author, 4 September, 1646, in Hutchin^ion^s C611. 
159. No praise of the sut^ect of this note can be equivalent to that epistle. 
Humfrey was brother-in-law of Isaac Johnson, haying married Susan, sister 
of the lady Arbella. From his connexion 'yrith the Earl of Lincoln, I pre- 
snme, that he was not the person, honoured by an order of the celebrated 
" High Court of Justice," 20 January, 1648—9, " that Sir Henry Mildmay 
be desired to deliver unto John Humphreys, Esq. the sword of state iii his 
custody, which said sword, the said Mr. Humphreys is to bear before the 
lord president of this court." Perhaps he had no connexion with those pro- 
ceedings, which, in a few days, termmated in the execution of his sovereign. 
I have been favoured with four letters from him ^o John Winthrop, the 
younger, of 18 August and 4 November, 1631, 21 June and 3 December, 
1632 ; the first directed for him ^^ at the Dolphin, Mr. Humfries^ house, in 
Sandwich," when preparing to comp over with his father's wife and his 
own, the other three to him here at Boston, all written before Humfrey left 
England, They are full of pious reflectbns and encouragement to the 
plantation ; but give no assistance to merely historical inquirers. 

1 Prince, H. 60, gives, from the Colony Records, the names of the gen- 
tlemen that formed this embryo of a parliament: 

1. Mr. Oldham and Mr. Masters, for Watertown. 

2. Robert Coles and John Johnson, for Roxburyi 

3. Mr. William Colbron and William Cheesbrougb, for Boston. 

4. Richard Wright and ■ :- , for Sagus. 

5. Mr. Lockwood and Mr. Spencer, for Newton. 

6. Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Palmer, for Charlestown. 

7. Mr. Conant and Peter Palfrey, for Salem. 

|8. William Felps and John Gallard, for Dorchester. 
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The governoar, among other things, used this speech to the 
people, after he had taken his oath: That he had received 
gratuities from divers towns, which he received with much 
comfort and content ; he had also received many kindnesses 
from particular persons, which he would not refuse, lest he 
should be accounted uncourteous, &c* ; but he ||professed,|| that 
he received them with a trembling heart, in regard of God^s 
rule, and the consciousness of his own Ipinfirmitv ;|| and therefore 
desired them, that hereafter they would not take it ill, if he did 
refuse presents from particular persons, except they were from 
the assistants, or from some special friends ; to which no an- 
swer was made ; but he was told after, that many good people 
were much grieved at it, for that he never had any allowance 
towards the charge of his place. 

24.] The fortification upon the Corn Hill at Boston was 
begun. 

25.] Charlestown men came and wrought upon the fortifi* 
cation. 

Roxbury the next, and Dorchester the next. 

26.] The Whale arrived with Mr. Wilson, Mr. ^Dummer, 
and at)out thirty passengers, all in health ; and of seventy cows 
lost but t)pro. She came from Hampton April 8th. Mr. Graves 
was roaster. 

June 5.] The William and Francis, Mr. Thomas master, 
with about sixty passengers, whereof Mr. 'Welde and old Mr. 

HexpressedH ||9inconformitj|| 

1 Richard Dummer wiU be frequently mentioned in this History, and 
Hutchinson and Eliot have well preserved his reputation. It is less remarka- 
ble, that the former fell into an errour of three years in the date of this gen- 
tleman's arrival, than that the latter copied it, with Winthrop in his posses- 
sion. The mistake of one letter of the name in the former edition, however, 
prevented Eliot, perhaps, from obtaining the fact from the text, though it 
had been correctly given by Prince. In this place, it may be proper to ob- 
serve another errour in the New England Biography of Dummer. He was of 
Roxbury, not Boston, before his settlement at Newbury. In the antinomian 
controversy, he was of the heterodox, or weaker party, and of course punished 
for his opinions. With others of the same principles, he purchased Rhode 
Island ; but soon after returned to Massachusetts ; and even Johnson praises 
him. He was grandfather of the celebrated Jeremy Dummer ; and from the 
selection of Newbury for his charity, I incline to think Lieut* Gov. William 
Dummer, founder of Dummer Academy, derived his descent from this gentle- 
man. 

s Of Thomas Welde, enough, it may seem, to an indifferent reader, will 
be found in the progress of this History, or in the Dictionaries of Eliot and 
Allen. But as he figures in one of the most important events of our colonial 
history, and himself furnished a Narrative of it, I shaU not be restrained from 
iionouring him further in these notes, at a more proper place. It may now on- 
ly be necessary to suggest, connected with tlioVs compliment, that ^^ we 
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^Batchelor (being aged 71) were, with their families, and many 
other honest men ; also, the Charles of Barnstable, with near 
eighty cows and six mares, Mr. ^Hatherfy, the merchant, and 
about twenty passengers, all safe, and in health. They set 
sail, viz. the William and Francis from London, March the 9th, 
and the Charles from ||Barnstable,|| April 10th, and met near 
Cape Ann. Mr. 'Winslow of Plimouth came in the William 
and Francis. 

12.] The James, Mr. Grant master, arrived. Her passage 
was eight weeks from London. |pShe|| brought sixty-one heifers 
and lost forty, and brought twelve passengers. 

1 3.] A day of thanksgiving in all the plantations, by publick 

tlPortsmoutbll ||3He|| 

may suppose him a very prudent and judicious man,'' the cautions of the 
same author, in the history of his celebrated namesake, before referred to. 
1 Hist. Coll. VI il. 7 and 8. Welde had suffered in England from the follies 
of the bishops. See the interesting letters of Henry Jacie, in 3 Hist. Coll. I. 
235. There was a brother of the clergyman, Joseph, at Roxbury ; and, I be- 
lieve, of both, certainly of Thomas, descendants are spread in the land. 

1 This unfortunate gentleman, Stephen Batchelor, whose name does not 
occur in either of the Biographical Dictionaries, will often be noticed in the 
pages of this work, about the close of 1635, while he remained at Lynn, in 
November, 1641, when he was pastor at Hampton, and in July, 1644, when 
he was restrained from the exercise of his office at Exeter. Hubbard, 193, 
mentions Newbury, as another scene of his disquiet, which might be in the 
progress from Lynn to Hampton ; and in Belknap's New Hampshire, 1. 37 
and 52, his name is introduced. An unfavourable opinion of Batchelor seems 
to have prevailed soon after his arrival ; for, in our Colony Records, 1. 93, I 
find, he was, at a court, 3 October, 1632, ^^ required to forbear exercising his 
gifts as a pastor or teacher publicldy in our patent, unless it be to those he 
brought with him, for his contempt of authority, and till some scandals be re- 
moved." But, at the court, 4 March following, he was relieved from this in- 
hibition. Johnson, in the wretched verses, with which he usually closes his 
notice of the distinguished men of the colony, advises him, as if he were alive 
at the period, when his age of ninety must have disinclined him to regard the 
precept, 

^^ Teach thyself with others thou bast need ; 
Thy flowmg fame unto low ebb is brought." 

3 It is not to be expected, that any thing can be added by me to the 
acquisitions of the distinguished antiquary, who honours Timothy Hatherly, 
^* the principal founder and father of the town of Scituate," in his account of 
that place, 2 Hist. Coll. IV. 241. 

-3 To the life of Edward Winslow, govemour of Plimouth, a great man in 
all circumstances, the elaborate work of Dr. Belknap has sifforded sufficient 
care ; hut whatever, beyond the American Biographer, can be acquired by 
diligence and adorned by affection, must be expected from the new edi- 
tion of Morton's Memorial. A very interesting letter from Winslow, at 
Barbados, March, 1654 — 5, on Cromwell's great expedition against the 
Spanish West Indies, in which he died, is contained in Thurlow's State 
Papers, published by Birch, HI. 250. 
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authoritj, for the good success of the king of Sweden^ and 
Protestants in Germany, against the emperour, &c., and for the 
safe arrival of all the ships, they having not lost one person, 
nor one sick among them* 

§14.] The governour was invited to dinner aboard the 
Whale. ^ The master fetched him in his boat, and gave him 
three pieces at his going off.§ 

The French came in a pinnace to Penobscot, and rifled a 
trucking house belonging to Plimouth, carrying thence three 
hundred weight of beaver and other goods.^ *They took also 
one Dixy Bull and his shallop and goods.* 

One Abraham ||Shurd|| of Pemaquid, and one Capt. ^Wright, 
and others, coming to Pascataquack, being bound for this bay 
in a shallop with £200 worth of commodities, one of the sea- 
men, going to light a pipe of tobacco, set fire on a barrel of 
powder, which tare the |pboat|| in pieces. That man was never 
seen : the rest were all saved, but the goods lost. 

The man, that was blown away with the powder in the boat 
at Pascataquack, was after found^ with his hands and feet torn 
off. This fellow, being wished by another to forbear to take 
any tobacco, till they came to the shore, which was hard by, 
answered, that if the devil should carry him away quick, he 
would take one pipe. Some in the boat were so drunk and 
fast asleep, as they did not awake with the noise. 

A shallop of one Henry Way of Dorchester, having been 
missing all the winter, it was found that the men in her, being 
five, were all killed treacherously by the eastern Indians. 

Another shallop of his being sent out to seek out the other, 
was cast away at Aquamehticus, and two of the men drown- 
ed.* A fishing shallop at Isle of Shoals was overset. One 

||Sheert|t IPbark|| 

1 Ample account is giyen of this hostile, or felonious, transaction, bj 
Gov. Bradford, preserved by Prince, II. 62. 

9 I presume this to be the same person, who was one of two chosen for 
Sagus, about a publick stock, as mentioned in a note on page 76. Hub- 
bard, 195, makes all the people in the boat belong to Pemaquid ; but I 
give little credit to him, because it is evident, that he took all his information 
from Winthrop, in this place, and copied him so carelessly as to give the 
year 1633. 

3 Mather introduced this accident, sixty-five years after, into a sermon, 
Magn. VI. with a ridiculous addition, of the body being found in the woods 
long afttr^ torn in pieces. 

4 My chief object, in this note, is to observe an errour in one of the most 
accurate and complete of all our topographical histories, that of Dorchester, 
by the Rev. Dr. T. M. Harris. In 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 152, after inserting the 
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Noddle, an honest man of Salem, ||caiTying|| wood in a canoe, 
in the South River, was overturned and drowned. 

July.] At a training at Watertown, a man of John ||*K)Id- 
ham's,|p having a musket, which had been long charged with 

llrunningll ||SA]den's|| 

substance of the two preceding sentences, on the authoritj of Hubbard, 198, 
tlien existing only in MS., instead of Winthrop, from whom Hubbard took his 
story, with a trifling addition, which probably is a mistake, that Way with 
his company perished by the Indians, — these absurd remarks are added, fron^ 
Hubbard, but ascribed to our author : ^^ Thus ofttimes, he that is greedy of 
gain troubles his own house ; and, instead of acquiring a little pelf of this 
world, loses his own life in the conclusion ; which hath been observed as very 
remarkable on many, who have followed that course of life.^^ Some gratitude 
might be due to Hubbard, perhaps, had he enlarged the facts, as well as the 
words, of the text ; but as his work was written nearly fifty years after the 
occurrence of an event so comparatively unimportant, I am convinced, that 
he carelessly added the murder of Way, without any information, having in- 
tended nothing more than to transcribe, as usual with him, the contemporary 
narrative. From the silence of Winthrop on a particular^ which would have 
been the principal incident of the tragedy, as reported at the time, and frooit 
the subsequent expedition of another shallop of /iz>, that Way was not killed, 
would be a probable conclusion ; but this is rendered certain by the MS. 
annals of Blake of Dorchester, who, under 1667, mentions his death at the 
mature age of eighty-four years. 

^ Copious materials for the character of this person are found in Morton^» 
Memonal, 74 — 82, condensed by Hubbard, 92 — 94, who suggests to our judg- 
ment some reasonable cautions in perusing the Flimouth secretary. The con- 
temporafy, Gov. Bradford, in Prince, I. 149, 153, 154, affords also some bet- 
ter information, which proves that Oldham was much disliked. But he was 
so far restored to the affections of the first colonists, after some years, as to be 
intrusted with their letters to England, in June, 1628, when Thomas Morton 
was sent home a prisoner. 1 Hist. Coll. III. 63. Oldham was, probably, very 
enterprising, and less disposed to overlook this world, in his regard for the 
next, than most of his early neighbours. His boldness and acquaintance with 
the natives, and perhaps dbaffection to the rigid church discipline of the 
separatists at Plimouth, rendered him not unacceptable to our planters, though 
he desired to pursue a course independent of their territorial rights. See, in 
Hazard, I. 256, a most valuable letter from the govemour and company to 
Endecott in 1629. This planter was certainly held in respect in this colony ; 
for be was one of that assembly, mentioned in- May preceding, page 76, 
and was chosen from Watertown, where dwelt many gentlemen, esteemed 
even by the authority of Plimouth. He had, perhaps, seated himself at Wa- 
tertown, before the arrival of Winthrop, coming over after the fleet that 
brought Higginson, Skelton and Sharp ; or he may have come in the great 
fleet of 1630 ; but we are confident he was not here in season to witness the 
Indian deed to Wheelwright. Trumbull, in two places, I. 34 and 72, errone- 
ously called him of Dorchester, one of Warham^s congregation. Oldham^s 
favour with the Narragansetts, and murder bv some of those of Block Island, 
which was a principal incitement in Massachusetts to the great Pequot war, 
will be found hereafter in this History* 

In copying the relation of the accident mentioned in the text, Prince as- 
sumes the date of it to be Monday, 2 July, because, at a court on the 3d, the 
first order that passed, was, ^^ that the captain and other officers take a special 
care to search all pieces brought into the field, for being charged with shot or 
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pistol bullets, ||not|| knowing of it, gave fire, and shot three ineii, 
two into their bodies, and one into his hands ;^ but it was so far 
ojQT, as the shot entered the skin and stayed there, and they all 
recovered. 

The congregation at Boston wrote to the elders and breth- 
ren of the churches of Plimouth^ Salem, &c. for their advice in 
three questions: 1. Whether one person might be a civil 
magistrate and a ruling elder at the same time ? 2. If not^ 
theh Ipwhichll should be |plaid down ?|| 3. Whether there might 
be divers pastors in the same church ? — The 1st was agreed by 
all negatively ; the 2d doubtfully ; the 3d doubtful also* 

[Large blank.] 

The strife in Watertown congregation continued still ; but at 
length they gave th^ separatists a day to come in, or ||*else|| to 
be proceeded against. 

5J] At the day, all came in and submitted, except John 
Masters, who, though he were advised by divers ministers and 
others, that he had offended in turning his back upon the sa- 
crament, and departing out of the assembly, &c. because 
Jl^theyll had then admitted a member whom he judged uhfit, &c. i 
yet he persisted. So the congregation (being loath to proceed 
against him) gave him a further day ; 8, at which time, he con- 
tinuing obstinate, they excommunicated him ; but, about a fort- 
night after, he submitted himself, and was received in again« 

[filank.] 

At Watertown there was (in the view of divers Witnesses) a 

treat combat between a mouse and a snake ; and, after a long 
ght, the mouse prevailed and killed the snake. The ||^pastor||; 
of Boston, Mr. Wilson, a very sincere, holy man, hearing of it^ 
gave this interpretation : Tnat the snake was the devil ; the 
mouse was a poor contemptible people, which God had brought 
hither, which should overcome Satan here, and dispossess hioi 
of his kingdom. Upon the same occasion, he told the gover- 
nour, that, be/ore he was resolved to come into this country, he 
dreamed he was here, and that he saw a church arise out of 
the earth, which grew up and became a marvellous goodly 
church. 

||and|| ||3what|| ||8best done|| ||4a]l|| ||4e|| ||6minister|| 

— ■ — '^ 

bulletin ; and that no person Whatever shall, at any time, charge any piece of 
service with bullets or shot, other than for defence of their houses, or at com- 
mand from the captain, upon such penalty as the court shall think meet to 
inflict." 

1 Prince^ II. 63, reads this word hfod. It doei fiot look so to me. 
11 VOLftJ. 



83 JOHN WINTHROP. [idSS. 

After inanj ||imparlance6|| and days of humiliation, by those 
of Boston and Roxbury, to seek the Lord fof Mr* Welde his 
disposing, and the advice of those of Plimouth being taken, &c« 
at length he resolved to sit down with them of Roxbury. 
[Large blank.] 

August 8.] The deputy, Mr. Thomas Dudley, being still 
discontented with the governour, partly for that the governour 
had removed the frame of his house, which he had set up at 
Newtown, and partly for that he took too much authority upon 
him, (as he conceived,) renewed his complaints to Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Welde, who acquainting the governour therewith, a 
meeting was agreed upon at Charlestown, where were present 
the governour and deputy, Mr, Nowell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Welde, 
Mr. Maverick, and Mr. ^Warham. The conference being be- 
gun with calling upon the Lord, the deputy began, — that bow- 
soever he had some |pparticular|| grievances, &c. ; yet, seeing he 
was advised by those present, and divers of the assistants, to 
be silent in them, he would let them pass, and so come first to 
complain of the breach of promise, both in the governour and 
others, in not building at Newtown. The governour, answered, 
that he had performed the words of the promise ; for he had a 
house up,, and seven or eight servants abiding in it, by the day 
appointed : and for the removing of his house, he alleged, that, 
seeing that the rest of the assistants went not about to build, 
and that his neighbours of Boston had been discouraged from 
removing thither by Mr. Deputy himself, and thereupon had 
(under all their hands) petitioned him, that (according to the 
promise he made to them when they first sate down with him at 
Boston, viz. that he would not remove, except they went with 
him) he would not leave them ; — this was the occasion that he 
removed his house. Upon these and other speeches to this 
purpose, the ministers went apart for one hour ; then returning, 
they delivered their opinions, that the governour was in fault 

||importunings|| ppublick|| 

1 John Warham receives little notice from Eliot and Allen, to which, 
after consulting their authorities, I presume nothing can be added. Fuller, in 
his letter to Bradford, June, 1630, 1 Hist. Coll. HI. 74, mentions his coHoquj 
on religion with the people of Dorchester, till he wm weary. ^^Mr* Warham 
holds, that the visible church may consist of a mixed people — ^godlj^ and 
openly ungodly ; upon which point we had all our conference, to which, I 
trust, the Lord will give a blessing.^' This is sufficient, even though not re- 
ported, perhaps, with adequate precision, to satisfy us, that this gentleman^ft 
opinions were less strict than those of the Plimouth colonists. From Mather's 
18th chapter of the 3d book of the Magnalia, devoted to Warham, it would 
not be easy to learn more of him, than that he preached without notes, went . 
to Windsor, Conn, aoid was of a mektncholy temp«rament. 
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for removing of his house so suddenly, without conferring with 
the deputy and the rest of the assistants ; but if the deputy were 
the occasion of discouraging Boston men from removing, it 
would excuse the governour a ||tanto,|| but not a |ptoto||. The 
governour, professing himself willing to submit his own opinion 
to the judgment of so many wise and godly friends, acbnow* 
ledged himself faulty* 

After dinner, the deputy proceeded in his complaint, yet with 
this protestation, that what he should charge the governour 
with, was in love, and out of his care of the publick, and that 
the things which he should produce were but for his own satis- 
faction, and not by way of accusation. Then demanded he of 
him the ground and limits of his authority, whether by the pa- 
tent or omerwise. The governour answered, that be was will- 
ing to stand to that which he propounded, and would challenge 
no greater authority than he might by the patent. The deputy 
replied, that then he hatd no more authority than every assist- 
ant, (except power to call courts, and |pprecedency,|| for honour 
and order,) The governour answered, he had more ; for the 
patent, making him a governour, gave him whatsoever power 
belonged to a governour by common law or the statutes, and 
desired him to show wherein he bad exceeded, &c,; and speak- 
ing this somewhat apprehensively, the deputy began to be 
in passion, and told the ffovernour, that if he were so round, 
he would be round too. The governour bad him be round, if 
be would* So the deputy rose up in great fury and passion, 
and the governour grew very hot also, so as they both fell into 
bitterness ; but, by mediation of the mediators, they wece soon 
pacified. Then the deputy proceeded to particulars, as follow- 
eth : 

1 St. By what authority the governour removed the ordnance 
and erected a fort at Boston. — The governour answered, that 
the ordnance lying upon the beach in danger of spoiling, and 
having often complained of it in the court, and nothing done, 
with the help of aivers of the assistants, they were mounted up* 
on their carriages, and removed where they might be of some 
use : and for the fort, it had been agreed, above a year before, 
that it should be erected there : and all this was done without 
any penny charge to the publick. 

2d. By what authority he lent twenty-eight pounds of pow- 
der to those of Plimouth. — Governour answered, it was of his 
own powder, and upon their urgent distress, their own powder 
proving naught, when they were to send to the ||^rescue|| of their 
men at Sowamsett. 

||qaanto|| ||3tanto|| ||3proceedings|| ||4resl|| 
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3d* By what authority he bad licensed Edward Uohnson to 
sit down at Merrimack, — ^Governour answered, that be had 
licensed him only to go forth on trading, (as be bad done divers 
others,) as belonging to his place. 

4lh. By what authority he had given them of Watertown 
leave to erect a wear upon Charles River, and had disposed of 
lands to divers, &c. — Govemour answered, the people of Wa- 
tertown, falline very short of com the last year, for want of 
£sh,^ did complain, &c., and desired leave to erect a wear; and 
upon this the governour told them, that he could not give them 
leave, but they must seek it of the court ; but because it would 
be long before the courts began again, and, if they deferred till 
then, the season would be lost, he wished them to do it, and 
there was no doubt but, being for so general a good, the court 
would allow of it ; and, for his part, he would employ all his 
power in the court, so as he should sink under it, if it were not 
allowed ; and besides, those of Roxb'ury had erected a wear 



1 This person I presume to be the same, of whom mention will recur ia 
our second volume, September, 1643, as one of the leaders of the expedition 
against Gorton, for which station he seems to be designated by his seTcre 
bigotry. He probably came in the fleet with Winthrop, is enumerated with 
tho^e desiring to be made freemen, 19 October, 1630, and admitted in Maj 
following. From the phrase, ^^ at Merrimack,^^ in the text, we must not im- 
agine, that a permanent settlement was made by Johnson ; for no such was 
made for some years, and his residence was Charlestown, probably in the up- 
per part, which became Woburn in 1642. It is strange, that his name is 
omitted in Eliot^s Dictionary, and that Allen has given but seven lines to 
the enthusiastick historian of ^^ The Wonder-working Providence of Zion*» 
Saviour in New England.^' This work, published in London, 1654, had be- 
come very scarce, and was republished in 2 Hist. Coll. 11. 111. IV. VII. and 
VIII., the editor of this History supervising the proof-sheets of that, and 
HaithfuJly preserving the exact reading of the original, with most of its errours, 
in sopie instances furnishing a certain or conjectural correction in the margin « 
Johnson was one year speaker of the house of deputies, as will be seen in 
another part of this work, and his reputation was maintained by one, at least, 
of his sons, William, a sturdy supporter of the old charter, Robert, H. C, 
1645, is also thought to be one, and to be alluded to by his father, lib. II. 
c. 19, as acting in the Summer Islands. A good account of this pilgrim is 
furnished by Rev. Mr. Chickering, formerly minister of Woburn, extracted 
into 2 Hist. Coll. II. 95 — and a letter in the Columbian Centinel, 16 June, 
1819, written by a descendant, John Farmer, Esq. one of the editors of the 
New Hampshire Historical Collections, and, with some improvement, taken in- 
to their volume now in the press, page 252. There are some interesting ma- 
terials in the work of Johnson, that can be found in no other place ; but the 
style is above or below criticism. 

2 For manure. The husbandry, taught our fathers by the Indians, whose 
, contented indolence permitted them to seek no better compost, with materials 
for which, especially marine grasses, the shores and woods abounded, lasted, 
I imagine, not much beyond their exclusive devotion to the cultivation o\ 
naize. 
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vtrithout any license from the court. And for lands, he had ||dis- 
posed of none,|| otherwise than the deputy and other of the 
assistants had done, — he had only given his consent, |pbut|| re- 
ferred them to the court, &c. But the deputy had taken 
more upon him, in that, without order of court, he had em- 
paled, at Newtown, above one thousand acres, and had as<» 
signed lands to some there. 

5th. By what authority he had given license to Ratcliff 
and KSrey (being banished men) to stay within our limits. — 
Governour answered, he did it by that authority, which was. 
granted him in court, viz. that, upon any sentence in criminal 
causes, the governour might, upon cause, stay the execution 
till the next court. Now the cause was, that, being in the 
winter, they must otherwise have perished. 

6th. Why the fines were not levied. — Governour answer- 
ed, it belonged to the secretary and not to him: he never 
refused to sign any that were brought to him ; nay, he had 
called upon the secretary for it; yet he confessed, that it was 
his judgment, that it were not fit, in the infancy of a common- 
wealth, to be too strict in levying fines, though severe in other 
punishments. 

§7th. That when a cause had been voted by the rest of the 
court, the governour would bring new reasons, and move them 
to alter the sentence : — which the governour justified, and all 
approved.^ 

The deputy having made an end, the governour desired the 
mediators to consider, whether he had exceeded his authority 
or not, and how little cause the deputy had to charge him with 
it 5 for if he had made some slips, in two or three years' go- 
vernment, he ought rather to have covered them, seeing he 
could not be charged that he had taken advantage of his au- 

II not disposed any|| |paQd|| 

1 Of Ratcliff nothing need be added to the note on page 56. The other 
culprit was early obnoxious to censure. At the court, 28 September, 1630, 
he was ^^ enjoined, under the penalty of jSlO, to attend on the court in per- 
son, this day three weeks, to answer divers things objected against him, and to 
remove himself out of the limits of this patent before the end of March next.'' 
Col. Rec. I. 59. His disregard of the latter part of this order was, perhaps, 
not the only cause of the severity . of the sentence in October of the next 
year, ^^ that Thomas Gray's house at Marble Harbour shall be pulled down, 
and that no Englishman shall hereafter give house-room to him, or entertain 
him, under such penrjty as the court shall think meet to inflict." The delay, 
in executing this interdict, by the governour, was the honourable occasion of 
Dudley's accusation 6( him. But the sentence remained, probably, inopera- 
tive ; for, so long after as the court, 6 June, 1638, 1 find the same fellow " cen- 
sured to be severely whipped, awd the forxoer execution of banishment to be 
inflicted." Col. ftec. I. 226. 
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thority to opiM*es5 or wrong any man, or to benefit himself; but, 
(or want of a publick stock, had disbursed all common charges 
out of his own estate; whereas the deputy would never lay out 
one penny, &c. ; and, besides, he could shew that under bis hand, 
that would convince him of a greater exceeding his authority, 
than all that the deputy could charge him with, viz. that where- 
as Binks and Johnson were bound in open court to appear at 
next court to account to, &c. he had, out of court, discharged 
them of their appearance. The deputy answered, that the 
party, to whom they were to account, came to him and con- 
fessed that he was satisfied, and that the parties were to go to 
Virginia ; so he thought he misht discharge them. 

Though the governour might justly have refused to answer 
these seven articles, wherewith the deputy had charged him, 
both for that he had no knowledge of them before, (the meet- 
ing being only for the deputy liis personal grievances,) and also 
for that the governour was not to give account of his actions to 
any but to the court ; yet, out of bis desire of the publick peace, 
ana to clear his reputation with those to whom the deputy bad 
accused him, he was willing to give him satisfaction, to the end, 
that he might free him of such jealousy as he had conceived, 
that the governour intended to make himself pop^ular, that he 
might gain absolute power, and bring all the assistants under 
bis subjection ; which was very improbable, seeing the gover- 
nour had propounded in court to have an order established hv 
limiting the governour's authority, and had himself drawn arti- 
cles for that end, which had been approved and established by 
the whole court ; neither could he justly be charged to have 
transgressed any of them. So the meeting breaking up, without 
any other conclusion but the commending the success of it by 
prayer to the Lord, the governour brought the deputy onward 
of his way, and every man went to his own home. §See two 
pages after.§ 

5.] The sachem, who was joined with Canonicus the great 
sachem of Naragansett, called Mccumeh, after Miantonomoh, 
being at Boston, where [he] had lodged two nights with his 
squaw, and about twelve sartapps, being present at the sermon, 
three of his sanapps went, in the mean time, and brake into a 
neighbour's house, &c. Complaint being made thereof to the 
governour, after evening exercise, he told the sachem of it, and 
with some difficulty caused him to make one of his sanapps to 
beat them, and then sent them out of the town ; but brought the 
sachem and the rest of [the] company to his house, and made 
much of them, (as he had done before,) which he seemed to be 
well pleased with ; but that evening he departed. 
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At a court not long before, two of Chickatabott's men were 
convented and convicted for assaulting some English of Dor- 
chester in their houses, &c. They were put in the bilboes, 
and Chickatabot required to beat them, which he did. 

[Large blank.] 

The congregation of Boston and Charlestown began the 
meeting-house at Boston, for which, and Mr. Wilson's house, 
they had made a voluntary contribution of about one hundred 
and twenty pounds. 

[Blank.] 

14.] Fair weather and small wind, and N. E. at Boston, 
and, at the same time, such a tempest of wind N. E. a little with- 
out the bay, as no boat could bear sail, and one had her mast 
borne by the board. So again, when there hath [been] a very 
tempest at N. W. or W. in the bay, there hath been, a stark 
calm one league or two off shore.^ 

This summer was very wet and cold, (except now and then a 
hot day or two,) which caused great store of musketoes and 
rattle-snakes. The corn, in the c&y, sandy grounds, was much 
better than other years, but in the ||fatter|| grounds much worse; 
and in Boston, &c. much shorn down close by the ground with 
worms. 

The windmill was brought down to Boston, because, where 
it stood near ||^Newtown,|| it would not grind but with a westerly 
wind. 

Mr. Il^ldhamll had a small house near the wear at Watertown, 
made all of clapboards, burnt down by making a fire in it 
when it had no chimney. 

This week they ||^had|| in barley and oats, at Sagus, above 
twenty acres good com, and ||^sownp with the plough. 

Great store of eels and lobsters in the bay. Two or three 
boys have brought in a bushel of great eels at a time, and 
sixty great lobsters. 

The ^Braintree company, (which had begun to sit down at 

||flatter|| |12Watertown|| ||3Pelham|l ||4harve8ted|| ||5strove|| 

1 This sentence, in different ink, was probably written some time after 
the precedinn;. 

3 Deriving their name from a village in England, near Chelmsford, where 
Mr. Hooker was the preacher. It was, like many others, perpetuated, by 
the affection of the settlers, in Massachusetts ; but, on a division of the town, 
the part, first occupied, nearest the bay, in which Mount Wolhston is in- 
eluded, was caUed Quincy. See note on page 43. 
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Mount WoUaston,) by order of court, removed to Newtown. 
These were Mr. ^Hooker's company. 

The governour's wife was delivered of a son, who was bap^ 
tized bv the name of ^William. The governour himself held 
the child to baptism, as others in the congregation did use. 
William signifies a common man, &c» 

SO.] Notice being given of ten sagamores and many In- 
dians assembled at ^Muddy River, the governour sent Capt. 
]|Underhill,|| with twenty musketeers, to discover, &c. ; but at 
Roxbury they heard they were broke up. 

September 4.] One ^Hopkins, of Watertown, was convict 
for selling a piece and pistol, with powder and shot, to James 
Sagamore, for which he had sentence to be whipped and 
branded in the cheek. It was discovered by an Indian, one 
of James's men, upon promise of concealing him, (for olber^ 
wise he was sure to be killed.) 

[Large blank.] 

The ministers afterward, for an end of the difference be- 
tween the governour and deputy, ordered, that the governour 
should procure them a minister at Newtown, and contribute 
somewhat towards his maintenance for a time; or, if he could 
not, by the spring, effect that, then to give the deputy, towards 
his charges in building there, twenty pounds. The governour 
accepted this order, and promised to perform it in one of the 
kinds. But the deputy, having received one part of the order, 

Hc y 

1 His company came before their pastor. Of Hooker enoagh will be 
found in the Magnalia, in Holmes^s History of Cambridge, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 
38, in Trumbull's Connecticut, I. 293, and in the biographical works of Eliot 
and Allen, to excuse the editor from any farther research. The high esteem, 
in which he was held, will often appear in the progress of this work. A line 
of pious, useful and honourable descendants have embalmed the memoir of 
their ancestor ; and, in a former age, his writings were valued with those of the 
very first class of New England divines. 

3 Knowing nothing more of this son, I presume he died soon, as our Town 
Registry does not even enrol his birth. The church record is, ^^ William, 
son of our brother John Winthrop, governour, baptized 26 of 6, 1632.'' 

3 This place is noW the village of Brookline, the most beautiful in New 
England ; for a very minute account of which, see 2 Hist. Coll. II. 140. 

4 Notice of this misdemeanour, in Colony Records, I. 93, concludes with 
a suggestion, proving the correct estimate by our ancestors of the dangers of 
such trade with the Indians, though melancholy experience showed the im- 
practicability of prevention : ^* Herel^>on it was propounded, if this offence 
should not be punished hereafter by death. Referred to the next court to be 
determined." Of the offender nothing more is discoverable, than that hiv 
given name was Richard. 
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t*cturned ttie same to the governour, with this reason to Mr. 
Wilson, that he was so well persuaded of the governour's love 
to him, and did prize it so much, as if ||they|| had given him one 
hundred potmds instead of twenty pounds, he would not have 
taken it. 

Notwithstanding the heat of contention, which had been be- 
tween the governour and deputy, yet they |pusually|| met about 
their affairs, and that without any appearance of any breach 
or discontent; and ever after kept peace and good corres- 
pondency together, in love and friendship.^ 

One ^Jenkins, late an inhabitant of Dorchester, and now 
removed to Cape Porpus, went with an Indian up into [the] 
<Jountry with store of goods to truck, and, being asleep in a 
wigwam |pof f| one of Passaconamy's men, was killed in the 
night by an Indian, dwelling near the Mohawks' country, who 
^ fled away with his goods, but was fetched back by Passacona- 
my. There was much suspicion, that the Indians had some 
plot against the English, both for that many Naragansett men, 
&c. gathered together, who, with those of these parts, pretend- 
ed to make war upon the Neipnett men, and divers insolent 
speeches were used by some of them, and they did not frequent 
our houses as they were wont, and one of their pawawes told us, 
that there was a conspiracy to cut us off to get our victuals 
and other substance. Upon this there was a camp pitched at 
Boston in the night, to exercise the soldiers against need might 
be; and Capt. Underbill (to try how they would behave them- 
selves) caused an alarm to be given upon the quarters, which 
discovered the weakness of our people, who, like men amazed, 
knew not how to behave themselves, so as the officers could 
not draw them into any order. All the rest of the plantations 
took the alarm and answered it ; but it caused much fear and 
distraction among the common sort, so as some, which knew of 
it before, yet through fear had forgotten, and believed the In- 
dians had been upon us. We doubled our guards, and kept 
watch each day and night. 

14.] The rumour still increasing, the three next sagamores 
were sent for, who came presently to the governour. 

||he|| ' yspeaceabljll '||3i7ith|| 

r ' . ^" . , 

1 In a later band the last clause appears ; and it was, perhaps, introduced 
after the family union between the respective children. 

3 Perhaps the settlement of that portion of the coast of Maine, which is 
now in the town of Arundel, would not be known to have been made so 
early, without this sentence of our text. Nothing more of Jenkins is known 
to me, than here inserted, of the manner of his d^ath. 

12 VOL. I. 
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16, being the Lord's day.] In the evening Mr* Peirce, in 
the ship Lyon, arrived, and came to an anchor before Boston. . 
He brought one hundred and twentv*three passengers, whereof 
fifty children, all in health ; and ||lost|| not one person by the 
way, save his carpenter, who fell overboard as he was caulk- 
ing a port. They had been twelve weeks aboard, and eight 
weeks from the Land's End. He had five days east wind and 
thick fog, so as he was forced to come, all that time, by the 
lead ; and the first land he made was Cape Ann. 

22.1 The Barnstable ship went out at |pPullen|| Point to 
Marble Harbour. 

27.] A day of thanksgiving at Boston for the good news of 
the prosperous success of the kin^ of Sweden, &c, and for the 
«afc arrival of the last ship and all the passengers, &c. 

October 18.] Capt. ^Camock, and one Mr. ^odfry, a 

|left|| (SHelen'sll 

1 Hubbard, 216, was therefore mistaken m saying, that Cammock came 
not ^^ to New England till about the year 1633 ;^^ and as he, with Henry Jos- 
selyn, Belk. N. H. I. 21, was appointed attorney, in a deed of 3 November, 
1631, to give possession to Sir F. Gorget and other grantees of the president 
and council of New England, 1 conclude, that he had either settled before at 
Fiscataqua, or a little to the eastward, or was at that time projecting the ex- 

g edition, which he made in the following spring. Snllivan, in his History of 
laine, 128, says, that ** the council of Plimouth, in the year 1629, granted to 
Thomas Cammock, five, thousand acres in Black Point, now in Scarborough, 
which are held on the east side of that town, under the title of that grant, at 
this day. Cammock was the nephew of the Earl of Warwick, and came over 
in 1663, and died at Scarborough.^* Perhaps this was designed to show the 
first voyage, and, if so, the errour arose from inadvertently taking the date of 
John Josselyn^s tecond voyage for the first, in 1638, in which this genileman, 
page 10, informs us, that Cammock, whom he calls ^^ a near kinsman of the 
eari,^* was his fellow passenger. But it is plain enough, from the text, that he 
was here long before. 

9 Edward Godfrey was very honourably entrusted by Mason and his joint 
adventurers, as appears bj a letter of 5 December, 1632, preserved in Bel- 
knap^s N. H., I. Appendix iii. In the charter from Sir F. Gorges, for incor- 
poration of Agamenticus, or Acomenticus, 10 April, 1641, in Haz. 1. 472, he 
is named first of the aldermen. He became govemour of the prpvince of 
Maine in 1651 ; but was com|>eIled, the following year, to submit, with the 
other inhabitants of that quarter of the country, to the government of Massa- 
chusetts, whose commissioners appointed him, with tiiree others, to hold 
county courts. Has. 4. 564 — 577. Yet, in 1658, his hopes of independence 
seem to have revived ; for, in Uutchinson^s Coll. 314, we find a petition from 
York, Kittery, Wells, &c. to his highness, the lord protector, against his 
design ; and from the document next in that collection, a letter from Leverett 
to the government of Massachusetts, it seems, tliat Godfrey was the most ac- 
tive or most powerful of the discontented. That petition of the loyal inhabi- 
tants was a strange libel on their country, representing the parts eastward, 
which are now found to be much the best, as ^^ uninhabitable, sterile lands, 
swamps and rockv mountains, as not more than a few shreds are left by the 
sea shore fit for cohabiti^tion." Any good or evil consequences at that time 
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merchant, came from Pascataquack in Captain Neal his pin- 
nace, aod brought sixteen hogsheads of corn to the mill. 
They went away Noyerober [blank.] 

26.] The governour, with Mr. "Wilson, pastor of Boston, 
and the two captains, &c. went aboard the Lyon, and from 
thence Mr. Peirce carried them in his shallop to Wessaguscus. 
The next morning Mr. Peirce returned to his ship, and the 
governour and his compan;^ went on foot to Plimouth, and 
came thither within the evening. The governour of Plimouth, 
Mr. William Bradford, (a very discreet and grave man,) with 
Mr. ^Brewster, the elder, and some others, came forth and 
met them without the town, and conducted tnem to the eover- 
nour's house, where they were very kindly entertained, and 
feasted every day at several houses. On the Lord's day 
there was a sacrament, which they did partake in ; and, in the 
afternoon, Mr. Roger Williams (according to their custom) 
propounded a question, to wHich the pastor, Mr. ^Sroith, spake 



were prevented by the decease of the great protector. Bat though the com- 
plaints were renewed after the restoration, (tee Leverett^s letter of 13 Sep- 
tember, 1660, in Hutchinson^s Coll. 322,) and thus afforded a pretext for the 
temporary separation directed by the royal commissioners some years after, I 
know not that any benefit was obtained by Godfrey. He is, perhaps, the 
gentleman referred to in the Narrative, Hutohinson^s Coll. 423, ^^ who refused 
to submit to the Massachusetts, and suffered great loss by them, showed the 
commissioners a warrant the Massachusetts made to have him brought to Bos- 
ton, alive or de^d, And now demands justice against them.^^ 

The errour of Prince, II. 70, who, transcribing this passage from our au- 
thor, gives yetey instead of Godfrey, must render cautious all decypherers 
of ancient proper names, in which 1 have often fallen, for a time, into as great 
mistakes. « 

1 It would be presumption, without hope, for me to attempt any memoir 
of Elder William Brewster, after the elaborate account in Belknap^s American 
Biography, II. 252. 

9 In the governour and company^s letter to Endetott, 1629, is contained 
the earliest notice of the Rev. Ralph Smith, ^^ his difference in judgment in 
some things from our ministers^^ being therein referred to as a caution against 
distraction in the Salem church. Haz. I. 260. His stay at that place, howev- 
er, was very short ; for we learn from Bradford,'in Prince, 1. 188, that he went 
to Nantasket, where he was found livinr ^ in a poor house, that would not 
keep him dry,^^ and desired a better residence. Being carried to Plimouth, 
he became their minister for several years. In Morton, I discern his name 
only twice, and then with no epithets of reverence or circumstance of im- 
portance, except that of makings in 1638, complaint against Gorton; thus be- 
ing the earliest of the numerous adversaries of the unhappy sectarian. But 
the History of Plimouth Church, 1 Hist. Coll. IV. 108, written, indeed, so 
lately as 1760, informs of his resignation of office in 1635, at the request of 
some of the flock, and partly of his own accord ; and therefore I infer, that 
the controversy with Gorton arose not from his station. In that tract Smith 
is called ^^ a man of low gifts and parts.^' How long he continued to reside, 
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brieflr ; then Mr. Williams prophesied ; and after the eovernour 
of Phmouth spake to the question ; after him the elder ; then 
some two or three more of the congregation. Then the elder 
desired the governour of Massachusetts and Mr. Wilson to 
speak to it, which they did. When this was ended, the dear 
con, Mr. ^Fuller, put the congregation in mind of their duty of 
contribution ; whereupon the governour and all the rest went 
down to the deacon's seat, and put into the box, and then 
returned. 

27.] The wind N. W., Mr. Peirce set sail for Virginia. 

31, being Wednesday.] About five in the nM)rning the go- 
vernour and his company came out of Plimouth ; the governour 
of Plimouth,*^ with the pastor and elder, &c. accompanying 
them near half a mile out of town in the dark. The Lieut* 
•Holmes, with two others, and the governour's ||mare,|p came 
along With tbefn to the great swamp, about ten miles. When 
they came to the great ^civer, they were carried over by one 
^Luddam, their guide, (as they had been when they came, the 
stream being very strong, and up to the crotch ;) so the governour 
called that passage Luddam's Ford. Thence they came to 
a place called ^Hue's Cross. The governour, being displeased 

llmanll 



where he waft so lightlj esteemed, is not certainly known ; but the latter part 
of this History, 1645, tells, that the people of Manchester, not then formed 
into a church body, had employed him to preach to them. Neither £]iot nor 
Allen have given him a place in their dictionaries. 

1 Samuel Fuller was a gentleman high in esteem at Plimouth. He had 
been chosen to his office in Holland, with Oov. Carver, whom he accompa- 
nied in the first ship. He is duly honoured by Eliot, though his article 
should have been enlarged, from Morton^s Memorial, with the date of his 
death, 1633. 

9 After the perfect memoir of Holmes, by Judge Davis, in his edition of 
the New England Memorial, nothing should be expected here to extend the 
reader^s acquaintance with him. 

3 Winthrop had gone to Plimouth, on foot, from Wessaguscus, as«bis nar- 
rative just before showed. His friend, the governour of the elder colony, 
sent him back with bis own horse. I have no doubt of the MS., though the 
former edition had 



* Now called North River — a stream rendered important by the great 
number of ships built upon its banks. See the copious account of Scituate, 
2 Hist, CoU. IV. 227. 

s I have not learned any thing of this man, nor been able even to ascertain 
precisely where the fording place was. 

s Hue could hardly have been of much consequence in the govemour's 
opinion, and we can scarcely justify his displeasure at the trifle. Anticipa- 
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at the name, in respect that such things might hereafter give the 
Papists occasion to say, that their religion was first planted in 
these parts, changed the name, and called it Hue^s Folly. 
So they came, that evening, to ^Wessaguscus, where they were 
bountifully entertained, as before, with store of turkeys, geese, 
ducks, &c., and the next dav came safe to Boston. 

About this time Mr. Dudley his house, at ||Newtown,|| was 
preserved from burning down, and all his family from being 
destroyed by gunpowder, by a marvellous deliverance ;^-the 
hearth of the hall chimney burning all night upon a principal 
§beam,§ and store of powder being near, and not discovered 
till they arose in the morning, and then it began to flame 
out. 

Mr. John EKot, d member of Boston congregation, and one 
whom the |pcongregation|l intended presently to call to the office 
of teacher, was called to be a teacher to the |pchurch|| at Roz- 
bury ; and though Boston laboured all they could, both with 
the congregation of Roxbury and with Mr. Eliot himself, alleg- 
ing their want of him, and the covenant between them, &c. 
yet he could not be diverted from accepting the call of Rox- 
bury, November bf So he was dismissed. 

About a fortnight before this, those of Charlestown, who 
had formerly been joined to Boston congregation, now, in re- 
gard of the difficulty of passage in th6 winter, and having op- 

||Watertown|| ||9companj|| ||3companj|| 



tion of to great an empire as grew in two hundred jrears from their planting, 
could not conaist with the fear, that Papists might say their religion was first 
settled here. Bj the antiquary of Plimouth we are told of ^^ Hewes' Cross 
Brook,^^ and that John Hewes was one of the first settlers of Scituate. 2 Hist. 
Coll. IV. 303. The act of jurisdiction by Winthrop, in thus changing a 
name within the limits of another colony, was a slight usurpation. 

1 The settlements of this place are mentioned, in order of time, on page 43. 
In 1624, ^^ some addition to the few inhabitants of Wessaguscus, from Wey- 
mouth in England,^^ is giyen by Prince, I. 150 ; but his authority being only 
manuscript letters, written, perhaps, more than a hundred years l&ter, and 
probably embodying idle traditions, I am not disposed to give much credit to 
them, especially as the contemporary. Got. Bradford, remarks with emphasis, 
ib. 144, that the ttcond plantation came to an end in the spring of that very 
year. Besides, the exquisite diligence of the Annalist found no opportunity 
cyen to name the spot again before the year 1628. p. 176. Then the ill 
conduct of Morton and his clan rendered necessary the interference of ^^ the 
chief of the straggling plantations from Piscatoway, Naumkeak, Winisimet, 
WesAguscusset, Natasco, and other places.^' This was the celebrated and 
effioient expedition of Standish. Princess authority for this is the same chief 
fii Plimouth, whose information is always most minute and satisfactory. Per* 
haps, in 1627, some settlers had leoccupied the yacant fields. 
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portunity of a pastor, one Mr. ^Jaroes, who came over at this 
time, were dismissed from the congregation of Boston.^ 

1 He remained at Charlestown little over three years, as, in the progress 
of this History, will be teen. Thence he removed to New Haven, where he 
resided some years, except while engaged on a mission, in 1642 and 3, to 
Virginia ; and Eliot has erroneonsly related, that at New Haven be finished 
the remainder of his days. He was at Easthampton, on Long Island, in 
1655. Haz. II. 341. Hubbard, 191, says, James *^ returned back to Eng* 
land, where he was accepted as a faithful minister of the gospel, and con- 
tinued in that work till the year 1678, at Needham, in Suffolk, which was 
about the eighty-sixth year of his age, and may yet be living.^^ I am the 
more diposed to value highly this original information of Hubbard, as it is 
of so very rare occurrence. Prince, II. 77, is still more full than the con^ 
temporary historian. But Calamy, there quoted, must be wrong in mak- 
ing him resign ^* the parochial church of Needham August 24, 1662 0^ for, 
by the accounts of the commissioners of the United Colonies, he seems to 
have been in their employment as a teacher of the Indians on Long Island, 
until 1665. Mather blunders in giving two of the name, one at Charles- 
town — as if he had continued in our neighbourhood — the other at East- 
hampton ; but, with his habitual carelessness, he omits the name of baptism 
nf both. Had he ascertained that, he might, perhaps, have inferred the 
identity of the person, and struck out No. 10 of his second classis. Allen 
omits the name of Thomas James. 

9 In the books of onr divines, the order of time, in which the churches of 
Massachusetts were gathered, has often been noticed ; but it will be found, 
that they have, in general, deferred too easily to the authority of Johnson^s 
Wonder-working Providence. That writer did not, probably, mean to be 
precise on this point; or, if he did, is entitled to little regard. Holmes, 
m his History of Cambridge, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 15» follows the general cur- 
rent ; and, though he made a paKial correction, 1 Hist. Coll. X. 314, he only 
increases the injustice on Johnson^s authority. The six churches next after 
Balem, he assigns to 1631, when not one was gathered that year. Half were 
in 1630, and half in 1632. With reference to Boston, he made amends, 
indeed, in Annals, I. 267, by suggesting, what nobody can fail to acquiesce 
in, that our church may be considered as translated in its organized state 
from Charlestown; though his expressions, compared with those of page 
262, where he enumerates only six, instead of seven, show his timidity. Still 
his injustice to Watertown remains unexpiated. The scrupulous attention of 
this most diligent annalist would have protected him from my humble animad- 
version, in a particular of so slight importance, did he not receive encourage* 
nent from companions of tfie highest character. Judge Davis, in the beautf-. 
ful address on the anniversary of the Plimouth forefathers^ landing, 22 C^ecem- 
ber, 1813, with which the Jirst volume of 2 Hist. Coll. appropriately com- 
mences, has, page ix, injuriously postponed Watertown to Roxbury and Lynn. 
In his note F. a severe observer will, indeed, find reason to presume, that the 
author^s judgment would give Watertown priority over those churches, not- 
withstanding; the rank of Johnson. The body of that note, however, is occu- 
pied with disputing the claim of Watertown to stand second only to Salem. 
£liot, in his invaluable essays on our ecclesiastical history, 1 Hist. CoU. X. 26, 
obeys, against his own knowledge, the direction of Wonder-working Provi- 
dence ; and Harrises History of Dorchester betrays the right to the second 
honour for that church. The Century Sermon of the late Dr. KendaH, in 
A note on pages 20, 21, irresistibly draws me to his opinion, by which 
Watertown is determined to a rank eqnd with Boston. ^^Julv 30, 1630^ 
at Watertown, forty men subscribed a church covenant.*' ^^^% there 
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The congregation of Watertown discharged their elder, 
Richard Brown, of his office, for his unfitness in regard of hk 



can be no evidence, that any otbera, but Salem and Dorchester, preceded ; 
though the right of Wilson^s (Boston) church to date from the «ame day 
is establishjed by Judge Dayis^s argument from the contemporaneous narra- 
tive of Bradford, in Prince, I. 243. We cannot doubt the precedence of 
Dorchester, and its claim to be reckoned in June, 1630, because, wheti 
the first court of assistants, 23 August, provided ^^ how the ministers shall 
be maintained,'^ and made a common charge on the colonv for Wilson's 
(Poston) and Phillips's (Watertown) salaries, Mattapan and Salem were 
excepted. This, from the Records of Massachusetts, Prince, I. 247, mutt 
satisfy every one, that the former was -considered in a church state no 
less than the latter. Oiir Dotchester settlers had an embodied church, we 
know, when they left home in March, and undoubtedly had regular ordi- 
nances with their two ministers after arrival in Massachusetts, in June. 
Prince, I. 200. Whether Roxbury, or Lynn, which come in the third 
year, have records to show which may certainly claim priority, is unknowDi 
probably, to themselves. Books cannot assist us in determining. See Prince, 
II. 64, 68, and Johnson, lib. I. c. 21, 22. 

A strange obliquity of judgment has applied the facts in our text to sus- 
tain the precedency of Charlestown to Boston church. The pastor and the 
flock, rather than the place of their assembly, ought surely to entitle any 
society of worshippers to be thought the same, and not another. Even if 
exclusive regard be paid to place, the church of Charlestown loses more 
than it can gain ; for, in September, 1630, the greater part of the congre- 
gation lived on this side of the river ; and in that month, for the last time, 
the court of assistants met at Charlestown. There the body of the church 
remained, therefore, less than three months. The worship, afterwards, was 
always here ; yet, for twenty-five months more, there was but one church 
of worshippers from both sides. The History always calls this congre- 
gation — a word, which, unless plainly used as a distinction from those in 
more intimate brotherhood, must always be understood by the reader as 
signers of the church covenant — the congregation of Boston. The dismis- 
sion of Mr. James, and the thirty-two other brethren, little more than one 
fourth of the wbdle, is from Boston to Charlestown. We have every light 
on this subject, that Prince enjoyed, and are fully justified in forming a 
different conclusion from his, if his, which is doubtful, be adverse to this 
now expressed. If reference be made to custom or common law, the 
identity of a body corporate, like each of our churches, must be shown 
by its records. This evidence is, of course, ip favour of Boston. In fu- 
ture days, I persuade myself, a contrary opinion will seem as strange, as 
the assertion in the Historical Sketch of Charlestown, 2 Hist. Coll. II. 164, 
that Winthrop and his company came in 1629. 

To conclude this lojig note, I solicit indulgence for the following ar- 
rangement of the early churches of Massachusetts proper, whic^ to me 
appears most probable : 



I. Salem, 1629, 6 August* 
II. Dorchester, 1630, June. 

lv:iw°:t«iown,r^«30,30Ju.y. 

V. 5 Roxbury, 1632, July. 

VI. i Lynn, 1632. 

VII. Charlestown, 1632, 2 Nov. 
VIII. Cambridge, 1633, 11 October. 

IX. Ipswich, 1634. 



X. Newbury, 1635. 
XI. Weymouth, 1635, July. 
XII. Hingham, 1635, September. 

XIII. Concord, 1636, 5 July. 

XIV. Dedham, 1638, 8 November. 
XV. Quincy, 1639, 17 Sept. 

XVI. Rowley, 1639, 3 December. 
XVII. Salisbury. 
XVai. Sudbury, 1640, August. 
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passion and distemper in speech, having been oft admonished 
and declared his repentance for it. 

21.1 The governour received a letter from Capt. Neal^ 
that ipixyll ^Bull and fifteen more of the English, who kept 
about the east, were turned pirates, and had taken divers 
boats, and rifled Pemaquid, &c. — 23. Hereupon the governour 
called a council, and it was agreed to send his bark with twenty 
men, to join with those of Pascataquack, for the taking of the 
said pirates. 

22.1 A fast was held by the congregation of Boston, and 
Mr. Wilson (formerly their teacher) was chosen pastor^ and 
[blank] Oliver a ruling elder, and both were ordained by iropo- 



XIX. Gloucester, 1642. 

XX. Woburn, 1642, 24 August. 

XXI. Hull, 1644, July. 

XXII. Wenham, 1644, 8 October. 

illU:i?X'^?^«<'^. October. 



XXV. Reading, 1645, 6Nov^ 

XXVI. Springfield, 1645. 

XXVII. Manchester. 

XXVIII. Maiden. 

XXIX. Boston, 2d, 1650, 5 June. 



1 Of this miserable felloe, it cannot be expected, that any memoirr 
should remain. It seems probable, that the loss of his shallop and goods, 
reported^ in June preceding, to be taken by the French,, may have led him 
and his companions to this renunciation of the friendship of the rest of the 
settlements on the coast. They seem to have committed no outrages. Capt. 
Clap, in Prince, II. 91, gives the largest account of their operations, and con* 
eludes, *' Bull got into England ; but God destroyed this wretched man." 

S Thomas Oliver, whose name occurs several times in the course of this 
History, was undoubtedly an estimable and useful man ; but little is known of 
him. Reverence for bis eldership, probably, kept him from other services^ 
either offered by his townsmen, or sought by his own ambition ; but he was 
several years one of the selectmen. He died in the latter part of 1657, I 
conclude, from finding his will proved, 27 January ibllowing, in our Registry, 
I. 300. His wife had, with himself, accompanied John Winthrop the younger, 
probably, as their numbers in our church are 132 and 133. She died in 1635. 
His son, John, H. C, 1^45, is honourably mentioned in a later part of this 
work. His son/ Peter, was father of Nathaniel, bom 8 March, 1651, of whom 
the first newspaper printed in North America, the Eostou Newsletter, 24 
April, 1704, has this notice : *^ Mr. Nathaniel Oliver, a principal merchant of 
this place, died April 15, and was decently interred April 18, aetatis 53.^^ 
The same son, one of the chief founders of Boston Third Church, was alsa 
father of the Hon. Daniel Oliver, who died 1732. Of him and the sons, An- 
drew, lieutenant governoiir, and Peter, chief justice, distinguished in the po- 
litical history of the province of Massachusetts Bay, as well as others of the 
name, full biographies are given by Eliot. They are written with an honoura- 
ble impartiality, for the want of which, in a son of the chief justice, to whom 
application was made by a son. of the biographer, for leave to copy a small 
part of his transcript of Hubbard^s History, liberal minds will make large esti- 
mate of the evils of rancorous remembrance incident to civil conflicts. See 
2 Hist. Coll. III. 288. But the denial was of no- detriment to any other than 
the possessor ; for every careful student of Hubbard would easily part with 
half that we have. 
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sition of hands, first by the teacher, and l|the|| two deacons, (in 
the name of the congregation,) upon the elder, and then bj the 
elder and the deacons upon, the pastoi^. 

December 4.] At a meeting of all the assistants, it was 
agreed, in regard that the extremity of the |psnow|| and frost 
had hindered the making ready of the bark, and that they had 
certain intelligence, that those of Pascataquack had sent out 
two pinnaces and two shallops, above a fortnight before, to de- 
fer any further expedition against the pirates till they heard 
what 'Was done by those ; and for that end it was agreed, to 
send presently a shallop to Pascataquack to learn |pmore,|| &c* 

5.] Accordingly, the govei:nour despatched away John 
^Gallopp with bis shallop. The wind being very great at 
S, W., he could reach no farther than Cape Ann harbour that 
night ; and the winds blowing northerly, he was kept there so 
long, that it was January the 2d before he returned. 

By letters from Capt. Neal and Mr. ^Hilton, &c. it was 
.||then|| ||SseasoD|| ||3new8|| 

1 Mention is often made of this person, who was a fisherman well ac« 
quainted with our harbour, in which an island perpetuates his name. He was 
admitted of the church 5 January, 1633-~4. His will, Prob. Rec. I. 292, 
iuade 20 December, 1649, proved 9 February following, shows that he had 
less education than most of our early inhabitants, since it is signed with a 
cross. In it he gives forty shillings towards building the new meeting-house, 
which was that for the Second Church.' 

3 Kdward Hilton and his brother William, with a few others, ient by 
Qorges and Mason, were the first planters of New Hampshire in 1623. See 
Hubbard, 214. The name of Edward, who was a gentleman of good judg-* 
ment, is often found in our History ; and in 1641, when Massachusetts usurp* 
ed the jurisdiction of the colony of New Hampshire, he became a magistrate. 
William had visited New Plimouth, before settling on the Pificataqua, as ap« 
pears by a letter from him, "Haz. I. 120, extracted from " New England^s 
Tryals," published, in 1622, by the celebrated John Smith. The note of 
Hazard, that the vessel, which carried this letter^ left New England the be- 
ginning of April, 1621, is not given with his usual accuracy. The Mayflower, 
in which came the first company of one hundred and one, among whom was 
not Hilton, was the only vessel. Prince, I. 104, that could leave Plimouth in 
April, 1621. On recurring to the original authority of Hazard, Purchases 
Pilgrims, lib. X. c. 3, page 1840 of vol. IV. compared with Prince, 1. 114^ 
I find the Fortune arrived again at Plimouth in November, 1621. William 
Hilton was, therefore, a passenger in her, with the venerable Cushman, and 
by l>er, in December of the same year, was his epistle returned. Descendants 
of one, or both, of these brothers, are found in New Hampshire, of whom one, 
Winthrop, a distinguished officer in the Indian and French wars, was killed 
by the savages near his own home, 23 June, 17 IT). Some genealogipal ac- 
count of the families may be seen in Alden^s Collection of Epitaphs, II. 131. 
One, a grandchild of the above-named Winthrop, died in March, 1822, in 

Eossession of part of the unalienated estate of two centuries. Gov. Joseph 
Dudley calls the grandfather his dear kinsman^ and it is agreeable to find the 
adoption by this family of a name of baptism from jthe father of Massachusetts. 
It is still borne by a gentleman of Newmarket. 

13 VOL. I. 
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certified, that they bad sent out all the forces they could make 
against the pirates, viz» four pinnaces and shallops, and about 
forty men, who, coming to Pemaquid, were there wind-bound 
about three weeks. 

It was further advertised, by some who came from Penob- 
scott, that the pirates had lost one of their chief men by a 
musket shot from pemaquid ; and that there remained but fif- 
teen, whereof four or five were detained against their wills ; and 
that they had been at some English plantations, and taken 
nothing from them but what they paid for ; and that they had 
given another pinnace in exchange for that of Mr. Maverick, 
and as much beaver and otter as it was worth more, &c. ; and 
that they had made a law against excessive drinking ; and that 
their order was, at such times as other ships use to have prayer, 
they would assemble upon the deck, and one sing a song, or 
speak a few senseless sentences, &c. They also sent a writing, 
directed to all the governours, signifying their intent not to do 
harm to any more of their countrymen, but to go to the south- 
ward, and to advise them not to send against them ; for they 
were resolved to |tsink|| themselves rather than be taken : 
Signed underneath, Fortune le garde, and no |pname|| to it. 

January 1.] Mr. Edward Winslow chosen governour of 
Plimouth, Mr. Bradford having been governour about ten 
years, and now by importunity gat oflf.* 

9.] Mr. Oliver, a right godly man, and elder of the 
church of Boston, having three or four of his sons, all very 
young, cutting down wood upon the |pneck||, one of them, being 
about fifteen years old, had his brains beaten out with the fall 
of a tree, which he had felled. The good old father (having 
the news of it in as fearful a manner as might be, by another 
boy, his brother) called his wife (being also a very godly 
woman) and went to prayer, and bare it with much patience 
and honour. . 

1 7.] The governour, having intelligence from the east, that 
the French had bought the Scottish ^plantation near Cape 
Hstrikell ||2more|| ||3rocks|t 

1 From Prince, II. 75, we learn, that the people of Plimouth thia year 
enacted, ^^ that whoever refuses the office of governour shall pay jS20, unless 
he was chose two years going." A proportional penalty was laid on any re- 
fusing to be a counsellor. This severity has become unnecessary for such 
high offices, though it is found useful to provide similar fines for declining su- 
bordinate ones. 

3 VVe presume this to mean the plantation, for which Sir William Alexan- 
der had patents from James 1. and Charles U 10 September, 1621, and 12 
Jaly? 1625, soon after ceded to the French. The settlement was at Port 
l^oyal. 
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Sable, and that the fort and all the ammunition were delivered 
^ to them, and that the cardinal, having the managing thereof, 
had sent some companies already, and preparation yiras made 
to send many more the next year, iaind divers priests and Jesu- 
its among them, — called the assistants to Boston, and the minis- 
ters and captains, and some other chief men, to advise what 
was fit to be done for our safety, in regard the French were 
like to prove ill neighbours (being Papists;) at which meeting 
it was agreed, that a plantation and a fort should forthwith be 
begun at Natascott, partly to be' |jsome|[ block in an enemy's 
way, (though it could not bar |phis|| entrtince,) and especially 
to prevent an enemy from taking that passage from us ; and 
also, that the fort begun at Boston should be finished ; — also, 
that a plantation should be begun at Aeawam, (being the best 
place in the land for tillage and cattle,) least an enemy, finding 
it void, should possess and take it from us. The govemour's 
son (being one of the assistants) was to undertake this, and to 
take no more out of the bay than twelve men ; the rest to be 
supplied at the coming of the next ships. 

A maid servant of Mr. Skelton of Salem, going towards Sa- 
giis, was lost seven days, and at length came home to Salem. 
All that time she was in the woods, having no kind of food, the 
snow being very deep, and as cold as at any time that winter. 
She was so frozen into the snow some mornings, as she was 
one hour before she could get up ; yet she soon recovered and 
did well, through the Lord's wonderful providence. 
[Large blank.] 

About the beginning of this month of January the pinnaces, 
which went after the pirates, returned, the cold being so great 
as they could not pursue them ; but, in their return, they hanged 
up at Richman's hie an Indian, one Black Will, one of those 
who had there ^murdered Walter Bagnall. Three of the pi- 
rates' company ran from them and came home. 
[Large blank.] 

February 21.] The governour and four of the assistants, 
with three of the ministers, and others, about twenty-six in all, 
went, in three boats, to view Natascott, the wind W*, fair 
weather ; but the wind arose at N. W. so strong, and extreme 
cold, that they were kept there two nights, being forced to 
lodge upon the ground, in an open cottage^Jijfi^sr^S^ 

||8tone|| l|2tM% \\ X /^"n> .^^ 

r^f^^y^^^^ 

That murder was mentioned under date of iu<;yf)<iet, f631, pa^e ^^ 

year and a quarter before. The process mentiopeoWthe text is more^i^^ • \ 

reyenge than justice. Ricbman^s, or Richmond's l^feyiii part^So^oroilg^ \ 
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Straw, which they pulled from the thatch. Their victuals 
also grew short, so as they were forced to eat muscles, — ^yet 
they were very ||mean,|| — and came all safe home the third 
day after, through the Lord's special providence. Upon view 
of the place, it was agreed by all, that to build a fort there 
would be of too great charge, and of little use ; whereupon the 
planting of that place was deferred.^ 

22, or th.ereabouts.] The ship William, Mr.Trevore master, 
arrived at Plimouth with some passengers and goods for the 
Massachusetts Bay ; but she came to set up a fishing at Scituate, 
and so to go to trade at Hudson's River. 

By this ship we had intelligence from our friends in England, 
that Sir Ferdinando Gorges and Capt. Mason (upon the instiga- 
tion of Sir Christopher Gardiner, Morton, and Ratclifi^) had pre- 
ferred a petition to the lords of the privy council against us-, 
charging us with many false accusations ; bpt, through the Lord's 
good providence, and the care of our friends in England, (es- 
pecially Mr. §Emanuel§ Downing, who had married the gover- 
nour's sister,) and the good testimony given on our behalf by 
one Capt. Wiggin, (who dwelt at Pascataquack,) and had been 
divers times among us,) their malicious practice took not effect. 
The principal matter they had against us was, the letters of 
some indiscreet persons among'us, who had written against the 
church government §in England,§ &c. which had been inter- 
cepted by occasion of the death of Capt. Levett, who carried 
them, and died at sea. 

26.] Two little girls of the governour's family were sitting 
under a great heap of logs, plucking of birds, and the wind 
driving the feathers into the house, the governour's wife caused 
them to remove away. They were no sooner gone, but the 
whole heap of logs fell' down in the place, and had crushed 
them to death, if the Lord, in his special providence, had not 
delivered them. 

March.] The governour's son, John Winthrop, went, with 

llmerryll 

1 Readers accustomed to receiye, with some hesitation^ any information 
from Jphnson, will compare th^ narrative in oyr text with his, lib. I. c. 28, or ' 
as it ig reprinted in 2 Hist. Coll. 111. 138, 9. A scrutiny of his representation 
discloses a mistake of the time, making it ^^ the vernal of the year 1634 ;^' 
of the place, ^^'a small island, about two miles distant from Boston,^^ that is, 
Castle Island,' instead of Nantasket ; and of the number, ^^ some eight or ten 
persons of note." He wrote eighteen years after the event, and shows lit- 
tle precision in any thing but his creed ; yet his book is one of the most 
curious that an inquirer into the manners and institutions of our father^ 
can peruse. 
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^twelve ||more,|| to begin a plantation at Agawam, after called 

Ipswich. 

[Large blank.] 

One John Edye, a godly man of Watertown congregation, 
fell distracted, and, getting out one evening, could not be found ; 
but, eight days after, he came again of himself. He had kept 
his strength and colour, yet had eaten nothing (as must needs 
be conceived) all that time. He recovered his understanding 
again in good measure, and lived very, orderly, but would, now 
and then, be a little distempered.^ 

[Blank.] 

April 10,] Here arrived Mr. Hodges, one of Mr, Peirce 
his mates. He came from Virginia in a shallop, and brought 
news that Mr. Peirce's ship was cast away upon a shoal four 
miles from ^Feake Isle, ten leagues to the N. of the mouth of 
Virginia Bay, November 2d, about |pfive|| in the morning, the 
wind S. W.j through the negligence of one of his mates, who had 
the watch, and kept not his lead as he was |pexhorted||. They 
had a shallop and their ship's boat aboard. All that went into 
the shallop came safe on shore, but the ship's boat was sunk by 
the ship's side, and [blank] men drowned in her, and ten of 
them were taken up alive into the shallop. There were in the 
ship twenty eight seamen and ten passengers. Of these were 
drowned seven seamen and five passerigers, and all the goods 
were lost, except one hogshead of beaver ; and most of the let- 
ters were saved, and some other small things, which were 
driven on shore the next day, when the ship was broken in 

||n)en|| ll^^i^^ll ||3appointed|f 

1 At the court, 1 April next, it was " ordered, that no jaerson what- 
soever shall go to plant or inhabit at Agawam, without leave from the 
court, except those that are already gone with Mr. John W^inthrop, jun." 
Then follows in the Record, I. 96, the lis^t of the others : " Mr. Gierke, 
Robert Coles, Thomas Hewlett, John Biggs, John Gage, Thomas Hardy, 
William Perkins, Mr. Thomdike, William Saijeant," as in Prince, II. 86. 
Of course, there were three more. 

3 The last, sentence appears to hav^ been written, as the sense would 
induce us also to suppose, sometime later than the preceding. A blank 
had been left for the sufferer^s Christian name, which is inserted in a differ-' 
ent ink from the rest of the page. From Watertown Records, 1 find, ^^ Pil- 
grim, daughter of John and Amie Eddie, born 25 August, 1634 ; John, son * 
of J. and A. E., born 16 February, 1636 — ^7, died soon ; Benjamin, son of 
J. and A. £., buried 1639; Samuel, son of J. and A. E., bom 30 September, 
1640.^' Another daughter is also mentioned of a later date. 

3 Probably this name was given as a compliment to the relative of Gov. 
Winthrop, and may not have been perpetuated. The island is undoubtedly 
on the ocean side of the eastern shore of Virginia. In the map of Maryland, 
^n Ogilby^s History of Apierica, it is called Fetche^s Island, 
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pieces. They were nine days in much distress, hefore they 
found any English. Plimouth men lost four hogsheads, ^900 

Sounds of beaver, and 200 otter skins. The governour of 
assachusetts lost, in heaver and fish, which he sent to Vir- 
ginia, &c. near £100. Many others lost ||beaver,|| and Mn 
Humfrey fish.* 

[Large blank.] 

May.] The William and Jane, Mr. Burdock master, ar- 
rived with thirty passengers and ten cows |por more.|| She 
came in six weeks from London. 
■ [Blank.] 

The Mary and Jane arrived, Mr. Rose master. She came 
from London in seven weeks, and brought one hundred and 
ninety-six passengers, (only two children died.) Mr. Codding- 
ton, one of the assistants, and his Vife, came in her.* In her 
return she was cast away upon Isle Sable, but [blank] men 
were saved. 

By these ships we understood, that Sir Christopher Gardiner, 
and Thomas Morton, and Philip Ratcliff, (who had been punish- 
ed here for their misdemeanours,) had petitioned to the king 
and council against us, (being set on by Sir Ferdinando Gorges 
and Capt. Mason, who had begun a plantation at Pascataquack, 
and aimed at the general government of New England foi* their 
agent there, Capt. Neal.) The petition was of many sheets of 
paper, and contained many false accusations, (and among some 
truths misrepeated,) accusing us to intend rebellion, to have 
cast oflf our allegiance, and to be wholly separate from the 
church and laws of England ; that our ministers and people did 

||skin8|| H^one mare|| 

1 These figures, taken from the margin, were designed, as I think, to 
represent the quantity, not the value ; the pounds avoirdupois, not, as the 
former' editor had it, pounds sterling. Of this construction 1 felt confident 
before knowing the concurrence of Prince, II. 87. He inserts a characteris- 
tick letter from Capt. Peirce about the shipwreck. . 

2 She was bound to England, after stopping to trade at Virginia, probably 
to receive tobacco for her fish. The skins from Massachusetts were, of 
course, destined for London. I have seen several letters from friends in Eng- 
land to John Winthrop^ jun. here, acknowledging receipt of epistles sent by 
l!his vessel, which, having been drenched in the sea, were hardly legible by his 
correspondents. 

3 Her name was Mary, and she is the 158th member of Boston church. 
Coddington had lost the wife he brought in the first expedition, as appears by 
Dudley^s letter, in the great mortality of the seasoning. Ha went to Eng- 
land early in 1631. Gov. Winthrop, in writkig to his son, in a letter of thW' 
date, in the Appendix, desires him* to favour Coddington*s application to faiv 
sister^ whom 1 presume to be the widow- of Henry. 
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continuallj rail agabst the state, church and bishops there, &c. 
Upon which such of our company as were then in England, viz* 
Sir Richard Saltonstall, Mr. Humfre^, and Mr. Cradock, were 
called before a committee of the council, to whom they deliver- 
ed in an answer in writing ;^ upon reading whereof, it pleased 
the Lord, our gracious God and Protector, so to work with the 
lords, and after with the king's majesty, when the whole matter 
was reported to him by Sir Thomas Jermin, one of the council, 
(but not of toe committee, who yet had been present at the 
three days of hearing, and spake much in the commendation of 
the governour, both to the lords and after to his majesty,) that 
he said, he would have them severely punished, who did abuse 
||bis ^overnourjl and the plantation ; that the defendants were 
dismissed wiih a favourable order for their encouragement, 
being assured from some of the council, that his majesty did 
not intend to impose tbe ceremonies of the church of England 
upon us ; for that it was considered, that it was the freedom 
from such things that made people come over to us; and it was 
credibly informed to the council, that this country would, in 
time, be very beneficial to England for masts, cordage, &c. if 
the Sound should be debarred.^ 

Ilthis governmentH 

1 A letter from Winthrop to his friend Bradford, giving a relation of this 
inquiry, and the order of the privy council thereon, is preserved in Prince, If, 
89 — 91, which is worth perusal. 

2 The fears, entertained by our friends in England, while this subject was 
before the council, will be fully exhibited by extracts from two letters in mj 
possession to J. Winthrop the younger. Edward Howes writes, 18 March, 
1632 — 3, " I am glad, and exceedingly rejoice at your prosperity, and the 
prosperity of the whole colony, and that it hath pleased God to .show his 
power and mercy upon you all in a wonderful manner, beyond the expecta- 
tion of the great ones of this land, in delivering you, not from a Spanish pow- 
der plot, nor an accounted invincible armada, but from a Spanish-like French 
infection, which was like to have tainted the halest and best men amongst 
you, yea all of you, as may appear by the writings and letters written with 
mine own hand, and sent to your father^ n^y honoured friend. Sir, I am the 
more sensible hereof, in regard I was a daily and hourly auditor and spectator 
of all the passages, which hath caused me to take it into consideration, that 
your plantation hath need of some hearty and able friends to back you upon 
all occasions, which must remain here and have friends at court. I, though 
not so able as I could wish, (if God saw it good,) yet as hearty as the best, 
considering Mr. Humfrey^s preparation for departure, and my master^s desire 
and resolution to be with you, have betaken myself now, at last, to the study 
of the laws, and to that purpose have admitted myselfas a student of Clifford^s 
Inn. Not that 1 mean absolutely, or presently, to leave my master, but to ena- 
ble myself to leave when be is gone, and to retire myself, in the vacation time, 
to aiy study, which shall ever tend, to the utmost of my poor ability, to the good 
and welfare of your plantation and state.^' 

Francis Kirby writes, 26 March, 1633, ^^ Your friends here, who are mem- 
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We sent forth a pinnace after the pirate Bull, but, after she 
had been forth two ^months, she came home, having not found 
him. After, we heard he was gone to the French. 

A Dutch pink arrived, which had been to the southward 
a trading. 

. June 2.] Capt. ^Stone arrived with a small ship with cows 
and some salt. The governour of Plimouth sent Capt. Standish 
to prosecute against him for piracy. The cause ||was, being|| at 
the Dutch plantation, where a pinnace of Plimouth coming, and 
Capt. Stone and the Dutch governour having been drinkine 
together, Capt. Stone, upon pretence that those of Plimouth had 
reproached them of Virginia, from whence he came, seized upon 
their pinnace, (with the governour's consent,) and offered to 
carry her away, but the Dutchmen ||^rescued|| her ; and the next 
day the governour and Capt. Stone entreated the master of 
th. pinnace (being one of the council of Plimouth) to pass it by, 
which he promised by a solemn instrument under his hand ; 
yet, upon their earnest prosecution at court, we bound over 
Capt. Stone (with two sureties) to appear in the admiralty 
court in England, &c. But, after, those of Plimouth, being per- 
suaded that it would turn to their reproach, and that it could be 
no piracy, with their consent, we withdrew the recognizance, 

15.] Mr. Graves, in the ship ^Elizabeth Bonad venture, from 
Yarmouth, arrived with ninety-five passengers, and thirty-four 
Dutch sheep, and two mares. They came from Yarmouthjn 
six weeks ; lost not one person, but above forty sheep. 

19.] A day of thanksgiving was kept in all the congrega- 

||was began|| ||2wrested|| 

bers of jour plaDtation, have had much to do to answer the unjust complaints 
made to the king and council of your government there. 1 understand that jou 
are an assistant, and so have a voice in the weighty affairs of that commonwealth. 
I know I shall not need to advise you, that the prayers for our king be not 
nifglected in any of your publick meetings ; and I desire that you differ no 
more from us in church government, than you shall find that we differ from 
the prescript rule of God^s word, and further I meddle not/^ Our fathers 
and all their descendants may be content with so liberal a permission of 
difference on church government. 

1 Prince, II. 91, gives this word weeks. The court, 2 July after, directed 
the treasurer to pay Lieut. Mason £\0 for his services in this expedition ; and 
the other charges amounted to j£24.7.6, for which see the treasurer's account, 
in 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. 232, 3. 

3 More will be found of this unhappy man in September and January 
following, and in November, 1634. A very bad report of him, under thi» 
latter year, is also given by Morton. 

3 Here, at first, a blank had been left for the ship's name, which the 
governour afterwards inserted. 
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tionS) for our delivery from the plots of our enemies, and for 
the safe arrival of our friends, &c* 

July 2.] At a court it was agreed, that the governour, John 
Winthrop, should have, towards his charges this year, ^£150, 
and the money, which he had disbursed in publick businesses, as 
oflScers' wages, &c., being between two and three hundred 
pounds, should be forthwith paid. 

12.] Mr. Edward Winslow, governour of Plimouth, and 
Mr. Bradford, came into the bay, and went away the 18th» 
Thejr came partly to confer about joining in a trade to Con- 
necticut, for beaver and hemp* There was a motion to set up a 
trading house there, to prevent the Dutch, who were about to 
build one ; but, in regard the place was not fit for plantation^ 
there being three or four thousand warlike Indians, and the 
river not to be gone into but by small pinnaces, having a bar 
affording but six feet at high water, and for that no vessels can 
get in for seven months in the year, partly by reason of the 
ice, and then the violent stream, &c., we thought not fit to 
meddle with it.^ 

24.] A ship arrived from Weymouth, with about eighty 
passengers, and twelve kine, who sate down at Dorchester. 
They were twelve weeks coming, being forced into the Western 
Islands by a leak, where they stayed three weeks, and were 
very courteously used by the Portugals ; but the extremity of 
the heat there, and the continual rain, brought sickness upon 
them, so as [blank] died. 



1 The figures in the MS. are 130, or 150, tbe 3 being, I think, written up* 
on the 5 ; but it is observable, that the Colony Record has it only £100< 
The treasurer's account of all the payments to Winthrop, as referred to in my 
note above, amounts to £328.10. 

8 Under date of 4 April, 1631, the Ireader has seen the earliest mention of 
Connecticut arising in the History of Massachusetts* But, from Bradford's 
Register, in Prince, II. 94, we may be sure, that Plimouth had entertained 
views of establishing a plantation there, ^t an earlier season, and was willing 
to admit our colonists, her neighbours, to partake the advantage. On the 
first proposal from the Indian sadhem, a sufficient cause for declining to send 
out a colony, to such a distance, would be found in our weakness j but 1 am 
constrained to remark, that the reasons, in the text above assigned, the 
strength of the current, shoalness of the Water, continuance of the ice, and 
multitude of Indians, look to me more like pretexts, than real motives. Some 
disingenuousness, I fear, may be imputed to our douncil, in starting difficulties 
to deter our brethren of the humble community of Plimouth from extending 
their limits to so advantageous a situation ; for we next season were careful 
to warn the Dutch againsi occupation of it, and the following year took pos- 
session ourselves. Honest Morton complaitis, that his people '^ deserved to 
have held it, and not by friends to have been thrust out, as, in a sort, they 
afterwards were ;" and his complaint appears very natural, if not unanswer- 
able. 

14 TOL. I. 
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Much sickness ^t Plimoutb, and above ^twenty died of pes- 
tilent fevers. 

JHr. Graves returned, and carried a freight of fish from hence 
and Plimouth. 

By him the governour and assistants sent an answer to the 
petition of Sir Christopher Gardiner, and withal a certificate 
from the old ^planters concerning the carriage of affair^, &c. 

August 6.] Two men servants to one Moodye, of Roxbury, 
returning in a boat from the windmill, struck upon the oyster 
bank. They went out to gather oysters, and, not making fast 
their boat, when the flood came, it floated away, and they were 
both drowned, although they might have waded out on either 
side ; but it was an evident ^judgment of God upon them, for 
they were wicked persons. One of them, a little before, being 
reproved for his lewdness, and put in mind of hell, answered, 
that if hell were ten times hotter, he had rather be there than 
he would serve his master, &;c. The occasion was, because he 
bad bound himself for divers years, and saw that, if he had 
been at liberty, he might have had greater wages, though other- 
wise his master used him very well.'* 

Mr. Graves returned. He carried between five and six 
thousand weight of beaver, and about thirty passengers. Capt. 
Walter Neal, of Pascataquack, and some eight of his company, 
went with him. He had been in the bay above ten days, and 



1 For the number a blank was left, when the line was first written. 

2 Of these old planters, we may conjecture the names to be, Blackstone, 
Jefferies, Maverick, Thomson ; and perhaps Bursley, Conant and Oldham. 

3 Too many instances of more extraordinary providential or fortuitous oc- 
currences, perverted in their interpretation, will be observed in the progress 
of this History. It was the vice of the age, and indeed of most ages. The 
great historian of the civil war abounds in such judgments ; but on the other 
side they are still more numerous. 

4 With the incomplete transcript of this paragraph, and in the midst of a 
sentence. Prince's third pamphlet, 11. 96^ abruptly terminates. To omit 
here the expression of deepest regret for thus parting with such a companion, 
would be injurious to his memory. Yet deeper will be the regret of all in- 
quirers after the minute circumstances of New England history, that such a 
patient and judicious student had not begun his Annals with the discovery by 
Columbus, rather than the creation of Moses. No other antiquary will ever 
^njoy advantages equal to his for an exact chronological series of our events ; 
and when great opportunities are afforded, a dozen Hubbards, or a score of 
Mathers, may rise for one Prince. Civil convulsions, disregard of manuscripts, 
and the lapse of time, favourable to worms and damp, have each robbed us of 
many of his dearest treasures ; but for those which himself made pu'blick, all 
succeeding admirers of the days of old must unite with me in the oblation of 
highest regard, 

'^ His saltern accumulem donis.'' 
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came not all that time to see the governour. Being persuaded 
by divers of his friends, his answer was, that he was not well 
entertained the first time he came hither, and, besides, he had 
some letters opened in the bay ; ||ergo,|| except he were invited, 
he would not go see him. The 13th^ day he wrote to the go- 
vernour, to excuse his not coming to see nim, upon the same 
reasons. The governour returned him answer, that his enter-, 
tainment was such as time and place could afford, (being at 
their first coming, before they were housed, &c.) and retorted 
the discourtesy upon him, in that he would thrust himself, with 
such a company, (he had five or six gentlemen with him,) upon 
a stranger's entertainment, at such an unseasonable time, and 
having no need so to do ; and for his letters, he protested his 
innocency, (as he might well, for the letters were opened before 
they came into the bay ;) and so concluded courteously, yet 
with plain demonstration of his errour. And, indeed, if jpthe 
governourjl should have invited him, standing upon those terms, 
he had blemished his reputation. 

There is mention made before of the answer, which was re- 
turned to Sir Christopher Gardiner his accusations, to which 
the governour and all the assistants subscribed, only the 
deputy refused. He made three exceptions : 1. For that we 
termed the bishops reverend bishops ; which was only in re- 
peating the Ipaccuser's words.|| 2. For that we professed to be- 
lieve all the articles of the ||*Chri8tian|| faith, according to the 
scriptures and the common received tenets of the churches of 
England. This he refused, because we differed from them in 
matter of discipline, and about the meaning of Christ's descen- 
sion into hell ; ||'yet|| the faithful in England (whom we account 
the churches) expound it as we do, and not of a local descent, 
as some of the bishops do. 3. For that we gave the king the 
tide of sacred majesty, which is the most proper title of princes, 
*being the Lord's anointed,** and the word a mere civil word, 
neve^ applied in scripture to any divine thing, but sanctus used 
always, (Mr. Knox called the ||^queen of Scotland|| by the same 

||Government ;|| ||9he courteou8ly||' ||3accusation8 Biade|| ||%ospeI|| 
||5that|| ||6In. of S II 



1 Of the month, not of his visit, I presume to be meant. William Wood, 
to whom we are obliged for New England'^s Prospect, printed at London, 1634, 
went undoubtedly with Graves ; for he sajs, he sailed from Boston, 15th 
August, 1633. 

9 I am certain, from the difference of the ink, that the pen was drawn 
tiiTougfa this passage some time after it was written. If it were the govemonr^s 
peii, his sentiments, but not his principles, were changed in a few years. 
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title.) Yet by no reasons could he be drawn to yield to these 
things, although they were allowed by divers of the ministers 
and the chief of Plimouth. 

There was great scarcity of corn, by reason of the spoil our 
bogs had made at harvest, and the great quantity they had 
||even|| in the winter, (there being no acorns ;) yet people lived 
well with fish and the fruit of their gardens.^ 

Sept. 4.] The Griffin, a ship of three hundred tons, arrived, 
(having been eight weeks from the Downs.) §This ship was 
brought in by John Gallop a *new way by LovelPs Island, at low 
water, now called Griffin's Gap.§ She brought about two hundred 
passengers, having lost some four, §whereof one was drowned two 
days before, as he was casting forth a line to take mackerel.§ 
In this ship, came Mr, ^Cotton, Mr. Hooker and Mr, ^Stone, 

||eateD|| 

1 At the court, 5 November after, the adoption of two remarkable regula- 
tions was caused by this scarcity : 1. ^^ That no man shall give bis swine any 
corn, but such as, being viewed by two or three neighbours, shall be judged 
vnfit for man^s meat.^' 2* ^^ Also, that every plantation shall agree how ma- 
ny swine every person may keep, winter and summer, about the plantation s 
this order to take place ten days hence.'' 

2 The new way is not so clearly indicated, that I should dare to pilot the 
teader through it. On first reading this sentence, it seemed as if the passage 
must be our present ship channel, between LovelPs and George's with Gal- 
lop's Islands, and, of course, that Broad Sound was the former common way. 
But this would be wrong ; for the govemour has noticed, that, in July, 1643, 
when La Tour sailed from us with the ships hired here, they went out at 
Broad Bound, where no ships of such burden had gone out before^ or not more 
than one. So 1 conclude, that our present ship channel is the same that 
was first used ; and that Gallop brought the Griffin in between Lovell'a 
Island and the Great Brewster from the northward. We are confident, that 
very great changes have occurred in the harbour ; and, within the recollec- 
tion of many, such violences are known, as may justify the conjecture, that 
the long shoal, to the south-west from the Great Brewster, was solid upland 
when the bay was first settled. 

3 Nothing can be added to the abundant materials offered by this History, 
and all the contemporary books, which Mather, Hutchinson, Eliot, Allen and 
Emerson, have exhausted in their notices of " the great Cotton." The first 
author derived his name and part of his blood from this spiritual guide of 
Boston ; and the last adorned, in his History of the First Church, all wha 
had preceded himself in ministration at that altar. . 

4 Samuel Stone was, happily, in favour with the author of the Magnalia ; 
and readers that dread to pursue an inquiry in such a work, will find ample 
account of him in Trumbull, Eliot's and Allen's Dictionaries, Holmes's Histo- 
ry of Cambridge, 1 Hist. ColL VII. ; aQd in the Plimouth Memorialist, at the 
date of his death, 1663, an elegy in the worst style of that age. He perform* 
ed good service with Mason, whom he accompanied as chaplain in the expedi- 
tion against the Pequots, 1637. See 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. 134. A Body of Di- 
vinity, in a catechetical way, by him, in a 4to MS« of 540 pages, is in th& 
library of our Historical Society, 
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ministers, and §Mr. ^Peirce,§ Mr. ^Haynes, (a gentleman 
of great estate,) Mr. ||Hoffe,|p and many other men of good 
estates. They eat out of England with much difficulty, 
all places being oelaid to have taken Mr. Cotton and Mr. 
Hooker, who had been long sought for to have been brought 
into the high commission ; but the master being bound to touch 
at the Wight, the ||^pt]rsuivants|| attended there, and, in the mean 
time, the said ministers were taken in at the Downs. Mr. 
Hooker and Mr. Stone went presently to Newtown, where they 
were to be entertained, and Mr. Cotton staged at Boston. ||H)n 
Saturdayll^ evening, the congregation met m their ordinary ex- 

gGoffell ||9pantiaDts|| |30iie Sanday|| 

1 He was a geDtleman of high repute in Boston, being one of the selectmen 
with Wintbrop and Coddington the next year, and must not be confounded 
with the mariner, who had the same name of baptism. Hb freeman^s oath, at 
the genera] court, 14 May, 1634, was taken at the same time with eighty 
others, of whom Hooker, Stone, Cotton, Thomas Maybew and William Bren- 
ton are all, besides Peirce, that have the respectful title, Mr., prefixed to their 
names. Col. Rec. I. 112. Prince, enumerating the principal members of 
Boston church, II. 69, has mistaken him for the master of the Lyon, as I infer 
from finding in their Records but one of the name, and being satisfied, that he 
could not be honoured with such office in the civil line, unless in full commu- 
nion with the brethren. His wife, Bridget, was admitted of our church 26 
January after her husband. A second wife survived him, and had administra- 
tion of his estate in December, 1669. See Prob. Rec. VII. 2, by which we 
find his estate much reduced, the inventory amounting only to j£85.2, unless 
another person of the same name, but not the navigator mentioned in a note 
on page 25, be in that record intended ; for administration of the estate of one 
William Peirce was granted, January, 1661, to his wife, Prob. Rec. IV. 66, and 
the inventory of it is £228.5. Several children survived, of whom the Prob. 
Rec. VII. 213, aflTords the names. It is not now easy to refer to each stock 
the numerous descendants in our country. 

s There can be no need of saying more of this gentleman than will be 
found in a few pages of this History, in Trumbull, the Magnalia, and the 
biographies. He was fortunate in being govemour of Massachusetts, and 
more fortunate in removing after his first year of office, thereby avoiding our 
bitter contentions, to become father of the new colony of Connectiovt. 

3 Drs. Trumbull and Holmes were, by the errour of the former edition, led 
into mistake of this gentleman^s name. Atherton Haugh, or Hough, pro- 
nounced as the text gives it, was of great influence in Boston, as this work, in 
its progress, will show. He was early chosen into the council, and afterwards 
a deputy from Boston in several general courts. I presume he came from 
Boston in Lincolnshire ; for, in 1628, the mayor of that borough was of the same 
name. His descendants, in male and female lines, if we may judge from the 
perpetuation of the unusual name of baptism, continued Ionfi[ in Boston and 
its vicinity ; and the derivation is probably not yet extinct. He died 11 Sep- 
tember, 1650. 

* In any other place, I know not that evidence of a regular religious assem- 
bly, on the evening before the first day of the week, can be found. The time was 
obsierved as holy in private families for many yean ; and writings in favour of the 
iustom, nearly a century, are recollected, particularly in 171^ by Stoddard of 
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ercise, and Mr, Cotton, being desired to speak to the question, 
(which was of the church,) he showed, out of the Canticles, 6, 
that some churches were as queens, some as concubines, some 
as damsels, and some as doyes,^ &c. He was then (with his 
wife) propounded to be admitted a member. The Lord's day 
following, he exercised in the afternoon, and being to be ad- 
mitted, be signified his desire and readiness to make his con- 
fession according to order, which he said might be 'sufficient in 
declaring his faith about baptism, (which he then desired for 
his child, born in their passage, and therefore named ^Seaborn.) 
He gave two reasons why he did not baptize it at sea, (not for 
want of fresh water, for ne held, sea water would have served :) 
1, because they had no settled congregation there; 2, because, 
a minister hath no power to give the seals but in his own con- 
gregation. He desired his wife might also be admitted a mem- 
ber, and gave a modest testimony of her, but withal requested, 
that she might not be put to make open confession, &c. which 
he said was against the apostle's rule, and not fit for women's 
modesty; but that the elders might examine her in private. 
So she was asked, if she did consent in the confession of faith 
made by her husband, and if she did desire to be admitted, 
&c. ; whereto she 'answered affirmatively ; and so both were 
admitted, and their child baptized, the father presenting it, (the 



Northampton, one of the greatest divines of that age in our country. The prac- 
tice still subsists, with greater or less punctuality, in Connecticut, where, on the 
evening of Sunday, it is said, many recur to their secular labours ; and by the 
statute of Massachusetts, 1791, c. 58, certain regulations, ^^ respecting the due 
observation of the Lord^s day, shall be construed to extend to the time includ- 
ed between the midnight preceding and the sun setting of the same day.*^ 

1 Most of the early Protestants, and especially the Puritans, paid no less 
attention to the Song, than to the Wisdom of Solomon ; and sometimes, by 
their extreme fondness for spiritualizing what needs great distortion to make it 
^^ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ- 
teousness,** seem to be ignorant of the strong doubts of its canonical authority. 
Piety is shocked, when prudence is thus slighted. 

9 Of this son, whose name, in the catalogue of Harvard College, is found, 
Marigena, 1651, a brief note is found in Allen. 1 am less surprised at the 
omission of him by Eliot, whose account of the father is admirable for its pro- 
priety, than of his younger brother, John, H. C. 1657, who, after officiating 
several years as teacher of the Indians, and thirty years as pastor at Plimouth, 
removed to Charleston, S. C, and there gathered a Congregational church. 
We cannot here avoid the expression of regret, that, in Ramsay's ^^ History 
of the Independent or Congregational Church in Charleston,** so little is re- 
lated of him ; but the ample account of the Plimouth church, 1 Hist. Coll. 
IV. 122—128, affords all the information that might be desired. For his ac- 
quirements in the language of the aborigines, no man o^J^ew England, I pre- 
sume, except Eliot and Williams, ranks higher. 
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child^s baptism being, as be did then affirm, in another case, the 
father's ||incentive|| for the help of bis faith, Sic.) 

The said 4tb of September, came in also the ship called the 
Bird, (Mr. Yates master.) She brought [blank] passengers, 
having lost [blank ;] and [blank] cows, §baving lost [blank ;]§ 
and four mares. She had been twelve weeks at sea, being, at 
her first coming out, driven northerly to fifty-three. 

About ten days before this time, a bark was set forth to Con- 
necticut and those parts, to trade. 

John Oldham, and three with him, went over land to Con- 
necticut, to trade. The sachem used them kindly, and gave 
them some beaver. They jpbrought of the hemp, which grows|| 
there in great abundance, and is much better than the Eng- 
lish. He accounted it to be about one hundred and sixty 
miles.^ He brought some black lead, whereof the Indians 
told him there was a whole rock. He lodged at Indian 
towns all the way. 

12.] Capt. John Stone (of whom mention is made 
before) carried himself very dissolutely in drawing com- 
pany^ to drink, &c. and being found upon the bed in the night 
with one Barcroft's wife, he was brought before the governour, 
&c. and thoiUgh it appeared he was in drink, and no act to be 
proved, yet it was thought fit he should abide his trial, for 
which |pend|| warrant was sent out to stay his pinnace, which 
-was ready to set sail ; whereupon he went to Mr. Ludlow, one of 
the assistants, and used ||^braving|| and threatening speeches 
against him, for which he raised some company and appre- 
hended him, and brought him to the governour, who put him 
in irons, and kept a guard upon him till the court, (but his irons 
were taken off the same day.) At the court his indictment was 
framed for adultery, but found ignoramus by the great jury ; 
but, for his other misdemeanours, he was fined £100, which yet 
was not levied of him ; and ordered upon pain of death to come 
here no more, without license of the court ; and the woman was 
bound to her good behaviour.^ 

||in8tniction|| |pbought of him the hemp that grew|| ||3a|| ||4 1| 

1 The former editor, desirous of shortening the road to the capital, put 
this annotation on the text : ^^ From Boston to Connecticut River, in a direct 
line, is not more than half that distance/^ Probably Oldham and his fellow 
trsLTellers followed winding paths for the convenience of lodging all the way, 
as in modern times we are compelled to for some part. 

3 Though the Colony Records, 1. 103, in the account of Stone^s offence, take 
pot any notice of the supposed adultery, yet the whole severity of the sentence 
is found there. Hubbard^ 156, borrows from them the . vituperative language, 
going, in this instance, beyond our author, whom, almost uniformly, he follows 
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17«] The governour and council met at Boston, and called 
the ministers and elders of all the churches, to consider about 
Mr. Cotton his sitting down. He was desired to divers places, 
and those who came with him desired he might sit down where 
they might keep store of cattle ; but it was agreed, by full 
consent, that the fittest place for him was Boston, and in 
that respect those of Boston might take farms in any part of 
the bay not belonging to other towns ; and that (keeping a 
||lecture)|| he should nave some maintenance out of the trea^ 
sury. But divers of the council, upon their secodd thoughts, 
did after refuse this contribution.^ 

October 2.] The bark Blessing, which was sent to the 
southward, returned. She had been at an island over against 
Connecticut, called Long Island, because it is near fifty leagues 
long, the east part about ten leagues from the main, but the west 
end not one mile. There they had store of the best wampam- 
peak, both white and blue. The Indians there are a very 
treacherous people. They have many canoes so great asF 
one will carry eighty men. They were also in the Kiver of 
Connecticut, which is barred at the entrance, so as they could 
not find above one fathom water. They were also at the 
Dutch plantation upon Hudson's River, (called New Nether- 
lands,) where they were very kindly entertained, and had some 
beaver and other things, for such commodities as they put off. 
They showed the governour (called Gwalter Van ^Twilly) their 

||lecturer|| 

with undeviating prudence. But the judgment mentions assaulting, as part of 
the misdemeanour, which both the historians overlook. 

1 I think the refusal was proper. There was certainly no propriety in 
making the colony, after Boston was so much increased in wealth and num-^ 
bers, contribute to the support of her minister, because he was the most able 
man on this side of the ocean. 

The rate of J£400, voted at the court, 1 October next, shows the relative im- 
portance of the towns. The proportions are, to Boston, Roxbury, Newtown, 
Watertown and Charlestown, jC48 each ; Dorchester, £S0 ; Sagus,j^36 ; Salem, 
£28 ; Medford, £\2 ; Wenetsemit and Agawam, j£8 each. The aggregate 
exceeds the amount of the levy by j£l2 ; but that does not appear so unex- 
pected as the lai^e tax on Dorchester. Some new comers of large estate 
had, 1 imagine, settled in that town. 

'3 Authentick history preserves little account of the administration of this 
gentleman. But a work of exquisite humour, in which fiction builds on the 
ground-work of truth, has fully amplified his renown ; and the name of Died- 
rick Knickerbocker, his panegyrist, will forever remind posterity of " the un- 
utterable ponderings of Walter the doubter." William Smith, History of 
New York, 4to, London, 1757, dates the arrival of the governour, whom he 
calls Wouter Van Twiller, in June, 1629. Hubbard, 323, with more than his 
usual negligence, calls Kieft first governour, when he had transcribed, 171, 2, 
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commission, which was to signify to them, that the king of 
England had granted the river and country of Connecticut to 
bis own subjects ; and therefore desired them to forbear to 
build there, &c« The Dutch governour wrote back to our 
governour, (his letter was very courteous and respectful, as it 
had been to a very honourable person,) whereby he signified, 
that the Lords the States had also granted the same parts to the 
West India Company, and therefore requested that ||we|| would 
forbear the same till the matter were decided between the king 
of England and the said lords. 

The said bark did pass and repass over the shoals of Cape 
Cod, about three or four leagues from Nantucket Isle, where 
the breaches are very terrible, yet they had three fathom 
water all over. 

[Large blank.] 

The company of Plimouth sent a bark to Connecticut, at this 
time, to ^rect a trading house there. When they came, they 
found the Dutch had built there, and did forbid the Plimouth 
men to proceed ; but they set up their house notwithstanding, 
about a mile above the Dutch.^ This river runs so far north- 
ward, that it comes within a day's journey of a part of Merri- 
mack called [blank,] and so runs thence N. W. so near the Great 
Lake, as [allows] the Indians to pass their canoes into it over 
land. From this lake, and the hideous swamps about it, come 
most of the beaver which is traded between Virginia and Cana- 
da, which runs forth of this lake ; and Patomack River in Vir* 
ginia comes likewise out of it, or very near, so as from this lake 
there comes yearly to the Dutch about ten thousand skins, 
which might easily be diverted by Merrimack, if a course of 
trade were settled above in that river.* 

M 

from Wintfarop, this and the two following parag;raphs^ with l^ardlj the change 
of a letter. 

1 Smith, N. Y. 2, asserts the priority of the Dutch settlement, by erection 
of a fort in 1623 ; but there can hardly be a particle of doubt, thait an errour 
of ten years must be allowed for, since the negotiations between the Dutch 
commissioner, De Razier, and the Plimouth colony, in 1627, are so totally si- 
lent on the subject of Connecticut, that it is impossible for us to believe tiiey 
had then formed such an establishment. See 2 Hist. CoIK III. 51 — 57. Se» 
also the Dutch governour, Stuyvesant^s, case stated by himself in Has. 11. 262. 
beginning with an allegation of purchase, by Jacobus Van Corlis, in 1633, ana 
complaining of the expedition of Holmes from Plimouth in October following. 
See further a full account, by Gov. Bradford, of the origin of the controversy, 
Hutchinson^s Mass. 11. 416, 17. Trumbull, I. 21, says the Dutch fort was at 
Hartford ; the Plimouth house at Windsor. 

8 Here is an ignorance of geography, at which we might be surprised, were 
not similar instances, in the early times, very common. The Connecticut is, 

15 VOL. I. 
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10.] A fast was kept at Boston, and Mr. ^Leverett, an an- 
cient, sincere professor, of Mr. Cotton's congregation in Eng- 
land, was chosen a ruling elder, and Mr. ^Firmin, a godly man, 
an apothecary of Sudbury in England, was chosen deacon, by 
imposition of bands ; and Mr. Cotton was then chosen teacher 
of the congregation of Boston, and ordained by imposition of 
the hands §of the presbytery, in this manner : First, he was 
chosen by all the congregation testifying their consent by erec- 
tion of hands.§ Then Mr. Wilson, the pastor, demanded of him, if 
he did ||accept|| of that call. He paused, and then spake to 
this eifect : that howsoever he knew himself unworthy and un- 
sufficiont for that place ; yet, having observed all the passages 
of God's providence, (which he |preckoned|| up in particular) in 
calling him to it, he could not but |paccept|| it. Then the pas- 
tor and the two elders laid their hands upon his head, and the 
pastor prayed, and then, taking off their hands, laid them on 
again, and, speaking to him by his name, they did ||^thenceforth|| 
design him to the said office, in the name of the Holy Ghost, 
and did give him the charge of the congregation, and did 

||except|| ||2recorded|| ||3e}Lccpt|| ||4thcreby|| 

indeed, within a daj^s journey of the Merrimack ; but the passage of Indian 
canoes into that river, over land, could never have been from the Great Lake. 
It may have been, with/ a short portage, from the St. Lawrence. All the 
beaver trade between Virginia and Canada, by which name is designated the 
great river of Niagara, Cataraqui, or St. Lawrence, naturally took the direc- 
tion of Hudson^s River, and was therefore secured to the Dutch. It could 
not easily have been diverted to the Merrimack or the Fotomack. 

1 An omission to notice the fact, that this gentleman was father of the 
celebrated John Leverett, governour of Massachusetts, can only be account- 
ed for by supposing, that Mather, Hutchinson, Holmes, Eliot and Allen, 
were all unacquainted with it. Yet our First Church Record mentions it, 
when announcing the admission of the son, 14 July, 1639. Of Thomas 
little is mentioned ; but we may be sure he came with Cotton, and other gen- 
tlemen of Boston in Old England; for his entrance to the church was in 
October, 1633, he and his wife, Ann, being Nos. 169 and 170. The date 
of his death is unknown. 

S His place was enjoyed but a short time ; for, at the town meeting, on 
6 October next year, which is the earliest, whose proceedings are pre- 
served in our Town Records, the preceding pages being all lost, Richard 
Bellingham, Esq. was chosen a selectman, they say, ^^ in the place of Giles 
Firmin, deceased." He took the freemen's oath 4 March, 1633 — 4. Eliot 
has given, with minuteness, the biography of the son, who attended his fa- 
ther across the ocean, and in a few years removed to Ipswich, whence an 
excellent letter from him to Winthrop, dated 26 December, 1639, is pre- 
served in Hutch. Coll. 108 ; but I must correct his mistake in making the 
son, instead of the father, deacon of our church. Giles, the younger, mar- 
ried a daughter of the famous Nathaniel Ward, and died in England, 1697, 
at a great age, having written several devotional pieces, of which some 
are, as is reported, read in our time. 
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thereby (as by a sign from God) indue him with the gifts fit 
for his office ; and lastly did bless him. Then the neighbouring 
ministers, which were present, did (at the pastor^s ||motion||) 
give him the right hands of fellowship, and the pastor made a 
stipulation between him and the congregation. When Mr. 
Cotton accepted of the oflScc, he commended to the congrega- 
tion such as were to come over, who were of his charge in 
England, that they might be comfortably provided for. 

The same day, Mr. Grant, in the ship James, arrived at Sa- 
lem, having been but eight weeks between Gravesend and 
Salem. He brought Capt. Wiggin and about thirty, with one 
Mr. ipLeveridge,!!^ a godly minister to Pascataquack, (which the 
Lord Say and the Lord Brook had purchased of the Bristol 
men,) and about thirty for Virginia, and about twenty for |pthis|| 
place, and some sixty cattle. JHe brought news, that the 
Richard, a bark of fifty tons, which came forth with the Griffin, 
being come above three hundred leagues, sprang such a leak, 
as she was forced to bear up, and ||^was put in at|| Weymouth. 

11.] A fast at Newtown, where Mr. Hooker was chosen 
pastor, and Mr. Stone teacher, in such a manner as before at 
Boston. 

The wolves continued to do much hurt among our cattle ; 
and this month, by Mr. Grant, there came over four Irish grey- 
hounds, which were sent to the governoup by Mr. Downing, his 
brother-in-law. 

[Very large blank.] 

November.] A great mortality among the Indians. Chick- 

nnoticell ||2L H ||3that|| ||4put into|| 

1 Brief notice only of this gentleman can be given. William Leveridge 
joined our church 9 August, 1635, being No. 308. Hubbard, who calls 
him " an able and worthy minister," says, 221, that, for want of encour- 
agement at Wiggings plantation of Dover, ^^ he removed more southward, 
towards Plimoutb or Long Island." This want of precision in that histo- 
rian is 'especially blameable, as the earlier writer, Johnson, lib. 3. c. 10, 
had mentioned his residence at Sandwich, and engagement in the pious 
service of instructing the Indians. At that place notice is taken of him 
by our author, sub an. 1640, as introducing a new practice in celebrating 
the eucharist. His departure from Sandwich is related by Judge Davis in 
his edition of Morton^s Memorial ; and Hazard, 11. 372, 384, informs of his 
employment, by the commissioners of the United Colonies, as a missionary, in 
1657. Seventeen years later, in a letter from Col. Matthias Nicolls of New 
York to Gov. Winthrop of Connecticut, i find him named thus: ^M have 
given conveyance to your enclosed to Mr. Leveredge, which your honour 
saith related to some medicinal matter, but have received no return ; proba- 
bly he will find out some other way to give answer to it." He was then, I 
presume, stationed at Nantucket, with which the best mode of conveyance, 
from Hartford, was through New York, to whose jurisdiction our island, at 
that time, belonged. 
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atabot, the sagamore of Naponsett, died, and many of his people* 
The disease was the small pox. Some of them were cured hy 
such means as they had from us; many of theif children es** 
caped, and were kept by the English. 

Capt. Wiggin of Pascataquack wrote to the governour, that 
one of his people had stabbed another, and desired he might 
be tried in the bay, if the party ||died,[| The governour an- 
swered, that if Pascataquack lay within their limits, (as it was 
supposed,) they would try him. 

A small ship of about sixty tons was built at Medford, and 
called the Rebecca. 

This year a watermill was built at Roxbury, by Mr. Dum- 
mer.^ 

The scarcity of workmen had caused them to raise their 
wages to an excessive rate, so as a carpenter would have 
three shillings the day, a labourer two shillings and sixpence, 
&c. ; and accordingly those who had commodities to sell ad- 
vanced their prices sometime double to that they cost in Eng- 
land, so as it grew to a general complaint, which the court, 
taking knowledge of, as also of some further evils, which were 
springing out of the excessive rates of wages, they made an 
order, that carpenters, ||^masons,|| &c. should take but two 
shillings the day, and labourers but eighteen pence, and that 
no commodity should be sold at above four pence in the shill- 
ing more than it cost for ready money in England ; oil, wine, 
&c. and cheese, in regard of the hazard of bringing, &c. [ex- 
cepted.] The evils which were springing, &c. were, 1. Many 
spent much time idly, &c. because they could get as much in 
four days as would keep them a week. 2. They spent much 
in tobacco and strong waters, &c. which was a great waste to 
the commonwealth, which, by reason of so many |pforeign|| 
commodities expended, could not have subsisted to this time, 
but that it was supplied by the cattle and corn, which were sold 
to new comers at very dear rates, viz. corn at six shillings the 
bushel, a cow at £20, — yea, some at £24, some £26, — a mare 
at £85, an ewe goat at S or £4 ; and yet many cattle were 
every year brought out of England, and some from Virginia* 
Soon after order was taken for prices of commodities, viz. not 
to e}^ceed the rate of four pence in the shilling above the 
price in England, except cheese and liquors, &c* 

The ministers in the bay and Sagus did meet, once a fort- 
lldesiredll ||Sina8ten|| ||3scaroe|| 
X ■' ■ 

1 Earlier in the year, the first watermill in the colony bad been in Dor* 
cheater, by Stoughton. See 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 164. 



16S8*3 JOHN WINTHRO?. 117 

night, at one of their houses by ||course,|| where some question 
of moment was debated. Mr. Skelton, the pastor of Salem, 
and Mr. Williams, who was removed from Plimouth thither, 
(but not in any oflSce, though he exercised by way of pro- 
phecy,) took some exception against it, as fearing it might grow 
in time to a presbytery or superintendency, to the prejudice 
of the churches^ liberties. But this fear was without cause ; 
for they were all clear in that point, that no church or per- 
son can have power over another church; neither did they in 
their meetings exercise any such jurisdiction, &c*^ 
[Large blank.] 
News i>{ the taking of ^Machias by the French. Mr. Al- 
lerton of Plimoutb, and some others, had set up a trading wig- 
wam there, and ||^left|| in it five men and store of commodities. 
^La Tour, governour of the French in those parts, making 
claim to the place, came to displant them, and, finding re- 
sistance, killed two of the men, and carried away the other 
three, and the goods. 

[Large blank.] 
Some difierences fell out still, now and then, between the 
governour and the deputy, which yet were soon healed. It 
had been ordered in court, that all hands should help to the 
finishing of the fort at Boston, and all the towns in the bay 
had gone once over, and most the second time ; but those 
of Newtown being warned, the deputy would not sufier them 
to come, neither did acquaint the governour with the cause, 
which was, for that Salem and Sagus had not brought in mo- 
ney for their parts. . The governour, hearing of it, wrote 
friendly to him, showing him that the intent of the court was, 
that the work should be done by those in the bay, and that, 
after, the others should pay a proportionable sum for the 
house, &c. which must be done by money; and therefore de- 
sired him that he 'would send in his neighbours. Upon this, 
||commisBion|| ll^lost|| 

1 By Emerson, in History of the First Church, tliis is considered as the 
origin of the Boston Association of Congregational Ministers. He censures the 
strange bitterness of Hubbard, 189, 190, on this subject. 

9 Permanent establishment of settlers at thtit port was delayed one hun- 
dred and thirty years. See 1 Hilt. C6ih HI. 144. 

3 Of this governour of Nova Scotia, ta whom a grant of the country had 
been made by Sir William Alexander, 30 April, 1630, extracted from the 
Suffolk Registry of Deeds, HI. 265, by Hazard, I. 307, and confirmed by 
Cromwell, 9 Augdst, 1656, as in Hasard, I. 616, such perpetual mention will 
occur in the progress of this History, that it may be necessary to protract this 
note no farther than by reference, for what is not to be found in our author, 
t0 HtttchinAM), I. 120^136. 
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Mr, Haynes and Mr. Hooker came to the governour to treat 
\rith him about it, and brought a letter from the deputy full of 
bitterness and resolution not to send till Salem, &c. The go- 
vernour told them it should rest till the court, and withal 
gave the letter to Mr. Hooker with this sJDeech : 1 am not will- 
ing to keep such an occasion of provocation by me. And 
soon after he wrote to the deputy (who had before desired to 
buy a fat hog or two of him, being somewhat short of pro- 
visions) to desire him to send for one, (which he would have 
sent him, if he had known when his occasion had been to have 
made use of it,) and to accept it as a testimony of his good will ; 
and, lest he should make any scruple of it, he made Mr^ Haynes 
and Mr. Hooker (who both sojourned in his house) partakers 
with him. Upon this the deputy returned this answer : " Your 
overcoming yourself hath overcome me. Mr. Haynes, Mr. 
Hooker, and myself, do most kindly accept your good will ; 
but we desire, without offence, to refuse your offer, and that 
I may only trade with you for two hogs ;" and so very loving- 
ly concluded. — The court being two days after, ordered, that 
Newtown should do their work as others had done, and then 
Salem, &c. should pay for three days at eighteen pence a man, 
11.] The congregation of Boston met to take order for 
Mr. Cotton's ||passage|| and house, and his and Mr. Wilson's 
maintenance. Mr. Cotton had disl3ursed eighty pounds for his 
IppassageJI and towards his house, which he would not have 
again ; so there was about £60 raised (by voluntary contribu- 
tion) towards the finishing of his house, and about £100 to- 
wards their maintenance. At this meeting there arose some 
difference between the governour and Mr. Cottington, who 
charged the governour, that he took away the liberty of the 
rest, because (at the request of the rest) he bad named some 
men to set out |pmen's|( lands, &c. which grew to some heat of 
words ; but the next Lord's day they both acknowledged opeur 
ly their failing, and declared that they had been reconciled 
the next day. 

[Large blank.] 

26.] Mr. Wilson (by leave of the congregation of Boston, 
whereof he was pastor) went to Agawam to teach the people of 
that plantation, because they had yet no minister. Whiles he 
was there, December 4, there fell such a snow (knee deep) as 
he could not come back for [blank] days, and a boat, which 
went thither, was frozen up in the river.^ 

Ilpursagejl 112pur8age|| ||3mini8ter'8|| 

1 Nobody can pretend, I believe, that an equal severity of cold has 
been twice experienced, at so early a season, for the last bondred years. 
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December 5.] John Sagamore died of the small pox, and al- 
most all his people ; (above thirty buried by Mr. Maverick of 
Winesemett in one day.) The towns in the bay took away 
many of the children ; but most of them died soon after. 

James Sagamore, of Sagus died also, and most of his folks. 
John Sagamore desired to be brought among the English, (so 



The 4th of December, corresponding to the 15th by our supputation of the 
jear, Stat. Geo. II. 24, very seldom witnesses, on the sea shore, more than 
three or four inches depth of snow ; and that which faUs before Christmas 
does not often lie longer than two days. The frost, in the text, we shovld 
now think more remarkable than the snow ; and no boat has probably been 
frozen up in Ipswich harbour, by the middle of December, within the recol- 
lection of any inhabitant. There is distinct reference to a degree of frost, in 
the year before this, that ^^ hindered the making ready^* of the expedition 
against Bull, the pirate, which, in the present age, would be extraordinary. 
In 1631 noUiing is said of the approach of winter, nor any mention of the 
weather until 27 January. But the first autumn our author passed here was 
quite favourable ; for he remarks that, till the 24 December, or our 4 January, 
was, " for the most part, fair, open weather ;" yet such severity of " bitter frost 
and snow/^ as^kept three servants in his boat, without victuals, from 27 No- 
vember to 1 December, (that is, by our reckoning, from 8 to 12 December,) 
among the islands of Boston harbour, and finally compelled them to run 
ashore in Braintree Bay, (see page 38,) would surprise us. Cold came on ear- 
lier, it will be observed, in the year after this, in the text ; and the man frozen 
in the snow, in November, on Plumb Island, would, in our days, be unable to 
find credit for his tale. November, 1635, afifords strong proof of severe cold 
in Connecticut and Plimouth. Even Mr. Webster should be struck with the 
circumstance of the freezing of the Connecticut so early as the 15 of that 
month, O. S., however he might disregard the deep snow of the following De- 
cember. Of the winter of 1636 nothing is observed, and perhaps Winthrop 
forgot the temperature of the sky in the unnatural heat of the controversy 
about grace. The rigid season of the next year, we shall tee, continued one 
hundred and thirty-nine days. 

The opinion is general, but not universal, that our climate is less rigorous 
than it was known to be soon after the discovery of the country ; and we find 
certainly the mildness of autumn is usually prolonged to the winter solstice. 
But those who are slow to believe the improvement of temperature in our 
sky, overpowered by the testimony that establishes the fact of retardation in 
the advance of winter, discern some compensation, as they imagine, in the 
later approach of spring. I am confident, however, that the complaint of 
backwardness in that season, though rendered common by the tenderness of 
valetudinarians, and the impatience of husbandmen, is generally unjust. If 
the instances of that duration of cold, in the winter of 1641 — 2, when the ice 
was strong enough to bear many passengers together, from Pullen Point to 
Boston in a straight line, on the day corresponding to our 28 February, contin- 
uing even to 4 March, and that great snow of 1644 — 6, which blocked up the 
roads three weeks in March, and prevented the court from meeting in Boston, 
remaining on the ground to the 10th of April, N. S«, be undervalued in the es- 
timate, as uncommon cases, from which conclusions may not safely be de- 
duced, — it may be answered, that modern wonders in the atmosphere are not 
greater, and that the experience of Winthrop being short, no greater portion 
of time than his should now be assumed for a parallel. In the autumn of 
1645 the cold came earlier than had ever been known, so that the ge- 
nial season of that year was shortened at the beginning and end. The 
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he ||was ;||) and promised (if he recovered) to live with the 
English and serve their God. He left one son, which he 
dbposed to Mr* Wilson, the pastor of Boston, to be brought up 
by him. He gave to the governour a good quantity of wam« 
pompeague, and to. divers others of the English he gave gifts, 
and took order for the pavmentof his own debts and his men's. 
He died in a persuasion that he should go to the Englishmen's 
God. Divers of them, in their sickness, confessed that the 
Englishmen's God was a good God ; and that, if they recover- 
ed, they would serve him. 

It wrought much with them, that when their own people for- 
sook them, yet the English came daily and ministered to them ; 
and yet few, *only two families,* took any |pinfection|| by it. 
Among others, Mr. Maverick of Winesemett is worthy of *a 
perpetual*^ remembrance. Himself, his wife and servants, went 
daily to them, ministered to their necessities, and buried their 
dead, and took home many of their children. So did other of 
the neighbours. 

This infectious disease spread to Pascataquack, where all 
the Indians (except one or two) died. 

One Cowper of Pascataq^uack, going to an island, upon th^ 
Lord's day, to fetch some sack to be drank at the great house, 

Ijafpreedll ||^nstractioiu|| 



aggregate, or mean, of ebserratioofi for aneay years, as given, above one hun- 
dred and forty years ago, by Hubbard, 20, is here transcribed, in order that 
every reader may, every season, do something, by observation of the phae* 
nomena, in aid of the solution of so iafteresting a question : ^' The frost here 
tueth to visit the inhabitants so early in the winter, and ordinarily tarries so 
long before it takes its leave in the spring, that the difficulty of subsistence is 
much increased thereby ; for it commonly begins to take possession of the 
earth about the middle of November, (26, N. S.) forbidding the husbandman 
to meddle therewith any more, till the middle or «iid of March, (26 March — 
10 April, N. S.) not being willing, till that time, to resign up its possession or 
the hold it hath taken for near two feet beloi^ the surface of the earth. ^^ 

On this subject, which has of late received much elucidation, an Essay by 
an anonymous author, published at Philadelphia^ 1809, will reward atten- 
tive perusal. ' A review of it, by the editor of this work, was printed in the 
Monthly Anthology, IX. 25. Some years before, a very elaborate, but 
skeptical dissertation had been offered to the Connecticut Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, by Noah Webster, Esq., for which, and other ingenious la- 
bours, the literary publick is more indebted to him than even for the for- 
mer edition of .this History. A learned and judicious examination of that 
tract, usually ascribed to Professor Fanrar of Cambridge, may be seen in 
the General Repository, IV. 313. 

1 That Maverick was not in full communion with our chuBches, was not, 
we may hope, the cause of striking a pen through this honourable epithet. 
No man seems better entitled by his deeds to the character of a Chris* 
tian. The MS. appears to testify that the avtilation was not WhsthropH. 
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he and a boy^ coming back in a canoe, (being both drunk,) were 
driven to sea and never heard of after. 

At the same plantation^ a company having made a fire at a 
tree, one of them said, Here this tree will fall, §and here will I 
lie ;§ and accordingly it fell upon him and killed him. 

It pleased the Lord to give special testimony of his presence 
in the church of Boston, after Mr. Cotton was called to ofi&cc 
> there. More were converted and added to that church, than to 
all the other churches in the bay,^ (or rather the lake^ for so 
it were more ||properly|| termed,^ the bay being that part of 
sea without, between the two capes. Cape Cod and Cape Ann.) 
Divers profane and notorious evil persons came and confessed 
their sins, and were comfortably received into the bosom of 
the church. Yea, the Lord gave witness to the exercise of 
prophecy, so as thereby some were converted, and others much 
edified. Also, the Lord pleased greatly to bless the practice 
of discipline, wherein he gave the pastor, Mr. Wilson, a singu- 
lar gift,^ to the great benefit of the church. 

After much deliberation and serious advice, the Lord di- 
rected the teacher, Mr. Cotton, to make it clear by the scrip- 
ture, that the minister's maintenance, as well as all other 
charges of the church, should be defrayed out of a |pstock,|| or 
treasury, which was to be raised out of the weekly contribu- 
tion 5 which accordingly was agreed upon.* 

Itprincipallyll ||2chest|| 

- - -* ■ , -' 

1 Hubbard, 190, who, with sufficieDt accuracy, quotes his master, from 
whom a large part of his History is transcribed, enlarges the expression to 
'* all the rest of the churches in the country." The reputation of Cotton 
needs no such exaggeration. From his arrival to this time, that is, three 
months, I was led by curiosity to ascertain from the Records the precise 
number intended by the text, and found thirty-seven added to the members 
of the church. The "profane and notorious evil persons" cannot be distin- 
guished in the list ; but perhaps, in several, the old disease broke out again. 
Temporal inducements operated too strongly to swell the company of com- 
municants. 

2 The govemour first wrote, ** so it shall be termed henceforth ;" but the 
name could not be made popular in his day, and has never been thought of 
since. Yet the situation resembles much those arms of the sea, called lochs 
by the Scots, loughs by the Irish, and lagoons by the Spaniards. 

3 Elder Leverett, as well as Wilson, is, by Hubbard, 190, blessed with this 
singular gift in " the practice of discipline." It certainly belonged to his 
office. 

* Cotton^s arguments are lost, we may presume, for the custom of raising 
these charges of the church, which was made so clear from the scripture, is 
tptally changed. Our fathers looked too much to a special divine appoint- 
ment in their management of seoular concerns, often forgettiug that reason 
was no less the gift of God, than the ritual of Moses, and that a different state 

16 VOL. I. 
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27«] The governour and assistants met at Boston, and took 
into consideration a treatise, which Mr. Williams (then of Sa- 
lem) had sent to them, and which he had formerly written to 
the governour and council of Plimouth, wherein, among other 
things, he disputes their right to the lands they possessed here, 
and concludeq that, claiming by the king^s grant, they could 
have no title, nor otherwise, except they compounded with the 
natives. For this, taking advice with some of the most judi- 
cious ministers, (who much condemned Mr. Williams's errour 
and presumption,) they gave order, that he should be convent- 
ed at the next court, to be censured, &c. There were three 

Eassages chiefly whereat they were much offended : 1, for that 
e chargeth iLing James to have told a solemn publick lie, 
because in his patent he blessed God that he was the first 
Christian prince that had discovered this land : 2, for that he 
chargeth nim and others with blasphemy for calling Europe 
Christendom, or the ||Christian|| world : 3, for that he did per- 
sonally apply to our present king, Charles, these three places in 
the Revelations, viz. [blank.]^ 

Mr. Endecott being absent, the governour wrote to him to 
let him know what was done, and withal added divers argu- 
ments t6 confute the said errours, wishing him to deal with Mr. 
Williams to retract the same, &c. Whereto he returned a 
very modest and discreet answer. Mr. Williams also wrote to 
the governour, and also to him and the rest of the council, very 
submissively, professing his intent to have been only to have 
written for the private satisfaction of the ||^governour,|| &c. of 
Plimouth, without any purpose to have stirred any further in it, 
if the governour |phere|| had npt required a copy of him ; withal 
offering his book, or any part of it, to be burnt. 

At the next court he appeared \\*penitently^\\ and gave satis- 
faction of his intention and^||^loyalty.|| So it was left, and 
nothing done in it. 

January 21.] News came from Plimouth, that Capt. Stone, 
who this last summer went out of the bay or lake, and so to 

||church|| ||3gentlemen|| ||3there|| ||4privatelj|| ||5gilt|| 

existed in the church, from that which the apostles were compelled, by cir* 
cumstances, not led by inspiration, to adopt. 

1 Perhaps the same expressions, by another, would have given less offence. 
From Williams they were not at first received in the mildest, or even the most 
natural sense ; though further reflection satisfied the magistrates, that his 
were not dangerous. The passages from the Apocalypse were probably not 
applied to the honour of the king ; and I regret, therefore, that Winthrop 
did not preserve them. No complaint of such indiscretion would have 
been expressed ten years later, when the mother country far outran the 
colony in these perversions of scripture. 
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Aquamenticus, where he took in CapU Norton, patting in at 
the mouth of Connecticut, in his way to Virginia, where the 
Pequins inhabit, was there cut off by them, with all his compa* 
ny, being eight.^ The manner was thus : '''Three of his men, 
being gone ashore to hill fowl, were cut off. Then the sachem, 
with some of his men, came aboard, and staid with Capt. Stone 
in his cabin, till Capt. Stone (being alone with him) fell on 
* sleep. Then he knocked him on the head, and all the rest of 
the English being in the cook's room, the Indians took such 
pieces as they found there ready charged, and bent them at 
the English; whereupon one took a piece, and by accident 
gave fire to the powder, which blew up the deck ; but most 
of the Indians, perceiving what they went about, shifted over- 
board, and after they returned, and killed such as remained, 
and burned the pinnace. We agreed to write to the gover- 
nour of Virginia, (because Stone was one of that colony,) to 
move him to revenge it, and upon his answer to take fur- 
ther counsel.*^ 

30.] Hall and the two others, who went to Connecticut 
November 3, came now home, having lost themselves and en- 
dured much misery. They ||informed|| us, that the small pox 
was gone as far as any Indian plantation was known to the 
west, and much people dead of it, by reason whereof they 
could have no trade. 

At Naragansett, by the Indians' report, there died seven 
hundred; but, beyond Pascataquack, none to the eastward. 

24.] The governour and council met again at Boston, to 
consider of Mr. Williams's letter, &c. when, with the advice 
of Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson, and weighing his letter, and 
further considering of the aforesaid offensive passages in his 
book, (which, being written in very obscure and implicative 
phrases, might well admit of doubtful interpretation,) they 
found the matters not to be so evil as at first they seemed. 
Whereupon they agreed, that, upon his retractation, &c. or 
taking an oath of allegiance to the king, &c. it should be 
passed over. 

[Very large blank.] 
||assured|| 

1 It was first written ten or twelve, 

9 A pen has been drawn diagonally across this narrative in the MS. ; and 
in the margin this direction is given, ^^ See after, November 6, 1634.^* But 
it is evident, that this is not superseded by that relation, in fulness of de- 
tail at least. Whether the first story were designed to be stigmatized as 
'less credible than the other, when neither could come from the innocent, 
is left to the judgment of the reader. Both are worth preserving. 
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An Englishman of Sacoe, travelling into the country to trade, 
was killed by the Indians. 

[Very large blank.] 

30«] John Scales, who ran from his master to the Indians, 
came ||home|| again. He was at a place twelve miles off, where 
were seven Indians, whereof four died of the pox while he was 
there. 

[Large blank.] 

February 1.] Mr. Cradock's house at Marblehead was 
burnt down about midnight before, there being then in it Mr. 
Allerton, and many &hermen, whom he employed that season, 
who all were preserved by a special providence of God, with 
most of his goods therein, by a tailor, who sate up that night at 
work in the house, and, hearing a noise, looked out and saw the 
house on fire above the oven in the thatch. 

This winter was very mild, little wind, and most S. and S. 
W. but (poft|| snows, and great. One snow, the 15th of this 
month, was near two feet deep all over. 

[Large blank.] 
Such of the Indians' children as were left were taken by the 
English, most whereof did die of the pox soon after, three on- 
ly remaining, whereof one, which the governour kept, was 
called Know-God, (the Indians' usual answer being, when they 
were put in mind of God, Me no know God.) 

[Large blank.] 

22.] The ^grampus came up towards Charlestown |pagainst|| 
the tide of ebb. 

[Large blank.] 

♦This season Mr. Allerton fished with eight boats at Mar- 
ble Harbour.* 

[Large blank.] 

By this time seventeen fishing ships were come to Richman's 
Isle and the Isles of Shoals. 

March 4.] By order of court a mercate was erected at 
Boston, to be kept upon Thursday, the fifth day of the week, 
being ^e lecture day. Samuel ^Cole set up the first house for 

l|here|| IPafterll ||3bj|| 

1 Here some may imagine, as the former editor certainly did, that the 
name of a ship is intended ; bat to me it seems evident, that the author 
designed only to remark the early arrival of that species of fish in our 
shoal waters. 

2 From his being so early a member of the church, No. 42, and his wife, 
Ann, who died no long time after arrival, standing next, I conclude they 
came over with Winthrop. His wiD, dated 21 December, 1666, was proved 
in the following February, 



163S.] ^0¥LS WINTHROF, 125 

common entertainment, and John Hllogan, merchant, the first 
shop. 

Upon offer of some new comers to give liberally towards the 
building of a galley for defence of the bay, and upon consulta- 
tion with divers experienced seamen and others, it was thought 
fitter for our condition to build a vessel forty feet in length, 
and twenty-one in breadth, to be ||minion|| proof, and the up- 
per deck musket proof, to have one sail, and to carry whole 
culverin and other smaller pieces, eight in all. This was found 
to be so chargeable, and so long time ere it could be finished, 
that it was given over. 

At this court all swamps, above one hundred acres, were 
made common, &c. Also Robert Cole, having been oft pun- 
ished for drunkenness, was now ordered to wear a red D about 
his neck for a year. 

[Blank.] 

7.] At the lecture at Boston a question was propounded 
about veils. Mr. Cotton concluded, that where (by the cus- 
tom of the place) they were not a sign of jpthe women's sub- 
jection,|| they were not commanded by the apostle. Mr. En- 
decott opposed, and did maintain it by the general arguments 
brought by the apostle.* After some debate, the governour, 
perceiving it to groiy to some earnestness, interposed, and so it 
brake oft 

[Large blank.] 

Among other testimonies of the Lord's gracious presence 
with his own ordinances, there was a youth of fourteen years 
of age (being the son of one of the magistrates) so wrought 
upon bv the ministry of the word, as, for divers months, he 
was held under such affiction of mind, as he could not be 
brought to apprehend any comfort in God, being much humbled 
and broken for his sins, (though he had been a dutiful child, 
and not given up to the lusts of youth,) and especially for his 
blasphemous and wicked thoughts, whereby Satan buffeted him, 

||cannon|| ||9a woman^s sobriety || 

1 This gentleman, who died in 1658, spelt hip name with a double g. 
He left a good estate, of which five hundred acres in Woburn is valued in the 
inventory at ten pounds. From the Boston Records it appears, he was mar- 
ried, for the second time, as his former wife, Ann, is named in the Church 
Record of July, 1634, to Mrs. Martha Winthrop, undoubtedly the widow of 
the author of this History, on 10 March, 1651, by Gov. John Endecott. 

9 In this opinion £ndecott had been instructed by Williams, whose scru- 
ple on tbis subject is ridiculed by Hubbard, 204, 5. That historian makes 
Cotton preach a sermon at Salem one Sunday morning, which so enlightened 
the women, that ^^ they appeared in the afternoon without their veils.'^ 
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SO as he went mourning and languishing daily ; yet, attendii^ 
to the means, and not giving over prayer, and seeking counsd, 
&c« he came at length to be freed from his temptations, and to 
find comfort in God^s promises, and so, being received into the 
congregation, upon good proof of his understanding in the 
things of God, he went on cheerfully in a Christian course, 
falling daily to labour, as a servant, and as a younger brother of 
his did, who was no whit short of him in the knowledge of 
God's will, though his ^outh kept him from daring to offer 
himself to the congregation.^ — Upon this occasion it is not im- 

1 Conjectare would confidently apply this anecdote to the writer^s own 
family ; for such minute relation could only be expected from a party. The 
** younger brother" was, no doubt, Deane, bom March, 1622 — 3. Stephen, 
the govemour^s son, chiefly alluded to in the text, was, on 16 of this month, 
received as a member of the church. By his wife, Judith, he had, as 1 learn 
from Boston Records, two children, Stephen, bom 7 November, 1644, and 
John, 24 May, 1646. They, probably, both died young. He went to Eng- 
land, as will be seen in the sequel of this History, either in the latter part of 
1645, or in 1646, whence he did not retum, I believe, but for a short period. I 
find a power of attorney from him to his brother John, 20 July, 1653, and a deed 
of 28 Febraary, 1654 — 5, both executed here. He had before been a deputy, 
and was exposed in England to suit, because he had been recorder of a court, 
which gave an unsatisfactory judgment in the case of Alderman Berkley. In 
England he got forward in military and political life. He commanded a regi- 
ment, was a member of parliament in Oliver's time, for Scotland, as by letter 
of George Monk, 30 August, 1656, in Thurloe's State Papers, V . 366, appears ; 
and, being a gentleman of sobriety, was much trusted by the protector, 
Roger Williams, in a letter to Got. John of Connecticut, 21 Febraary, 
1655^-6, gives him the news from England, ^' Your brother succeeds Major 
General Harrison.*' This was the exquisite enthusiast, who troubled Crom- 
well so much with his anticipation of a kmgdom of the saints. He died ear- 
ly ; for in our Registry of Deeds is one of 20 May, 1659, to John Leverett, 
from Judith in England, therein styled ^^ relict of Stephen Winthrop.'' 

I had supposed, when I wrote the note for his brother John, that the royal 
gratitude had been expressed to Stephen for assisting the preparation for the 
great change of 1660, knowing hi^ mflaence so short a time before the resto- 
ration, and therefore postponed to this place the introduction of the following 
curiosity : 

Letter of King CharUe IL to 

BRUS8BI.LXB, 6 or 8 JiprU^ 1660. 

I HAVE so good information of the many good offices you have done for 
me, that I cannot doubt but yon wiU continue the same affection, till you 
have perfected the work yon have begun, which, you may be most assured, 
will be accompanied with such an acknowledgment from me, that all the 
world shall take notice of the sense I have of your kindness, and how great 
an instrament yon have been in promoting the hi^piness of your country. I 
have no more to ask of you, but to proceed in the same way and method 
your own understanding suggests to yon, and that yoa will believe I will al- 
ways be 

Tonr afiectionate friend, 

CHARLES R. 
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pertinent (though no credit nor regard be to be hud of dreams 
in these days) to report a dream, which the father of these 
children had at the same time, viz* that, coming into his chaoH 
ber, he found his wife (she was a very gracious woman) in bed, 
and three or four of their children lying by her, with most 
sweet and smiling countenances, with crowns upon their heads, 
and *blue ribbons about their leaves.^ When he awaked, he 
told his ¥rife his dream, and made this interpretation of it, that 
God would take of her children to make them fellow heirs with 
Christ in his kingdom. 

[Laije blank.] 
Satan bestirred himself to hinder the progress of the gospel, 
as, among other practices, appeared by this :^ He stirred up a 
spirit of jealousy between Mr. James, the pastor of Charlton, 
and many of his people, so as Mr* Nowell, and some others, 
who had been dismissed from Boston, began to Question their 
fact of breaking from Boston, and it grew to such a principle 
of conscience among them, as the advice of the other ministers 
was taken in it, who, after two meetings, could not agree about 
their continuance or return. 

[Lar|^ blank.] 

One Mr. ^Morris, ensign to Capt. Underbill, taking some 

The foregoing is folded in the common style of letters, but not super* 
scribed, though it bears the royal signet on its wax. It has been since la« 
belled, ^ Regis Anglis Epistola,^^ and in another place, by a different hand, 
" King Charles II. Letter to Gov. Winthrop." This letter, which is wholly 
in the king^s hand-writing, has been preserved in the Winthrop family ; but, 
the envelope being lost, it cannot be known to whom the honour was address- 
ed. I now presume it was to John, the govemour of Connecticut. As he 
had not been absent from New England, the service rendered must have been 
here, and the acknowledgment is, therefore, more honourable to him and 
to the sovereign. 

1 It is to be regretted, that any jealousy arose in the infant church of 
Charlestown ; yet if Nowell and others doubted the propriety of their separa- 
tion from the brethren of Boston, we may ascribe their dissatisfaction to find- 
ing their pastor to be a man of less useful talents or amiable temper than had 
been expected. Few in the presept age would attribute such a misfortune to 
the agency of Satan, who has been, says Jortin, "charged with many 
things, which perhaps he never did.*^ But in our indictments for capital 
offences, we retained, until ver^ recently, the absurd allegation, "being 
moved and seduced by the instigation of the devil.^* 

2 Richard Morris was a person of some consequence in the colony, and 
' probably accompanied Winthrop in the fleet ; for he and his wife early be- 
came members of the Boston church, being Nos. 64 and 6. He was m the 
military service, when a body of men, or at least of officers, was kept in 
pay, in 1632 and 3, as appears from the original account of William Pynohon, 
the treasurer, and became a deputy in the general court of March, 1636-— 6, 
I presume from Roxbury. Being unhappily of that party in religion, which 
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distaste in bis office, requested the magistrates, that he might be 
discharged of it, and so was, whereby he gave offence to the 
congregation of Boston, so as, being questioned and convinced 
of sin in forsaking his calling, he did acknowledge his fault, 
and, at the request of the people, was by the magistrates chosen 
lieutenant to the same company, for he was a very stout man 
and an experienced soldier. 

April !•] Order was taken for ministering an oath to ail 
house keepers and sojourners, being twenty years of age and 
not freemen, and for making a survey of the houses and lands 
of all freemen. 

Notice being sent out ||of|| the general court to be held the 
14th day of the third month, called May, the freemen deputed 
two of each town to meet and consider of such matters as they 
were to take order in at the same general court ; who, having 
met, desired a sight of the patent, and, conceiving thereby that 
all their laws should be made at the general court, repaired to 
the governour to advise with him about it, and about tb^ abro- 
gating of some orders formerly made, as for killing of swine 
in corn, &c. He told them, that, when the patent was granted, 
the number of freemen was supposed to be (as in like corpora- 
tions) so few, as they might well join in making laws ; but now 
they were grown to so great a body, as it was not possible for 
them to make or execute laws, but they must choose others for 
that purpose: and that howsoever it would be necessary 
hereafter to have a select company to intend that work, yet 
for the present they were not furnished with a sufficient number 
of men qualified for such a business, neither could the com- 
monwealth bear the loss of time of so many as must intend it. 
Yet this they might do at present, viz. they might, at the gene- 
ral court, make an order, that, once in the year, a certain num- 
ber should be appointed (upon summons from the governour) 

INI 

favoured Wheelwright and his sister, Mrs. Hutchinson, he signed the petition in 
favour of the preacher, about which great controversy arose a few years after ; 
and the legislature, 20 November, 1637, had ordered him, with the other dan- 
gerous schismaticks, to be disarmed, a# in the history of that time Will appear. 
On 6 September of next year, Col. Rec, 1. 227, informs us, " Lieut. Morris 
bad leave to depart, (having ofiended in subscribing the petition or remon- 
strance,) being advised to forbear meddling with our people in the matters of 
opinion, least they be farther dealt with ; and was advised not to sit down 
within our limits, and was wished to warn the rest not to sit down within 
our limits.^^ From this banishment, so gently expressed, for sigmii^ a me- 
morial to the court eighteen months before, I know not that he returned. 
His retreat was Exeter, where, with many of ^is persecuted brethren, he 
formed the association, 4 October, 1639, which ia preserved in Hazard, 1.. 
463. 
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to revise all laws, &c« and to reform what they found amiss 
therein ; but not to make any new laws, but prefer their griev- 
ances to the court of assistants ; and that no assessment should 
be laid upon the country without the consent of such a com- , 
mittee, nor any lands disposed of.^ 

1 No couDtrj on earth can afford the perfect history of any event more 
interesting to its own inhabitants than that which is here related. Win- 
throp seems to have spoken like an absolute sovereign, designing to grant 
a favour to his subjects, by admitting them to a representation at court. 
Such was the origin of most of the assemblies, in other nations, of delegates 
of the people, by whom some influence of the majority is imparted io the 
government. The enlargement of this kind of civil liberty to that perfect 
measure, enjoyed in Great iBritain and our country, may be traced, with 
tolerable distinctness, for about five hundred years ; but its commencement 
is very dimly discerned through the mists of antiquity. A long controversy 
on the origin of parliaments is indeed now at an end ; but it terminated with 
a general acquiescence in that opinion, which assigned their beginning to 
nearly the same motives as our general courts of deputies. 

A natural inquiry arises, what induced this concert among the several 
towns to send deputies, or why the notics mentioned in the text was given i 
Since nothing can be found in the Records, previous to this meeting of the 
tieputles, the answer must be left to conjecture ; and perhaps no conjecture 
can be more satisfactory, than that the assistants were become weary of the 
exercise of all the powers of government, and desired others to participate in 
the responsibility. For this, however cautious the language of our author, it 
. appears to me very evidently designed. The very humble powers, he pro- 
posed that the -representative should receive from his constituent, it is hardly 
necessary to add, were immediately transcended ; and the assembly, as it 
ought, was ever afterwards by itself thought competent to the enaction of any 
regulation for the publick welfare. 

It seems proper to transcribe here the earliest mention in our Colony 
Records, I. 115, of any representation, other than that to raise a publick 
stock, of which ample notice is heretofore taken, in pages 70, 76 : " It was fur- 
ther ordered, that it shall be lawful for the freemen of every plantation to 
choose two or three of each town, before every general court, to confer of 
and prepare such publick business as by them shall be thought fit to consider 
of at the next general court ; and that such persons as shall be hereafter so 
deputed by the freemen of [the] several plantations, to deal in their behalf in the 
publick affairs of the commonwealth, shall have the full power and voice of 
all the said freemen derived to them for the making and establishing of laws, 
granting of lands, &c. and to deal in all other affairs of the commonwealth, 
wherein the freemen have to do, the matter of election of magistrates and 
other officers only excepted, wherein every freeman is to give his own voice." 
This is one of the first acts of the represetitatives. 

The proceedings ofihiajirst general court of delegates, 14 May, 1634, begin 
on the preceding page, in the margin of which are the names of twenty-four 
persons, who were, I have no doubt, deputies from only eight towns, being not 
4wo, as the text has it, but three for each town. As the occasion is so inte- 
resting, it may be agreeable to the reader to have here inserted the names of the 
URST r€|)re8entatives of Massachusetts, in the same order as in the Record : . . 

PMr. Goodwji^Mr. Spencer, Mr. TalcottJI^r. Feakes, Mr. Browk, '^ l^ t « ' 
MR. Oldham} (Mr. Beecher, Mr. PALMiiR, Robert MoultowI Mr* 

COXEALL, EdMOND QuINSEY, CapT. JoHIt UWDERHILL^y^OHN JdHWSON, 

William Heath, Mr. AlcockJYmr. Israel STouoHfoN, William 
Felpes, George Hull V Capt. Turner, Mr. Willis, Mr. Edwarb 5€ti »^. 
sJVp — - * -*- \ 

17 VOL. I. 
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3.] The governour went on foot to Agawam, and, because 
the people there wanted a minister, spent the Sabbath with 
them, and exercised by way of prophecy, and returned home 
the 10th. 

20.1 John ^Coggeshall, gentleman, being dismissed from the 
churcn of Roxbury to Boston, though he were well known and 



ToMLiivs ; Mb. Holgrave, Mr. Cohaht, Frakcis Westow." The 
first three were of Newtown ; the others of Watertown, Charlestown, Bos- 
ton, Roxbury, Dorchester, Sagus and Salem, in equal numbers, according to 
this order. But, in this assignment of the individuals to the several towns, I 
have followed my own judgment ; in making up which, the most patient in- 
quiry was rewarded, for iJl but two or three, with perfect certainty. No 
specification of the places, from which the deputies came, is inserted, for ma- 
ny years, in tlie margin of the volume, wherein their names are contained. 

][laving taken a copy of the names of members in the first twerUy-two 
courts, 1 may add, that the places in the lists are filled without regard to rank 
of the person, or age of the town. Hingham stands at the top as often as 
6alem ; and those of the same town are not always written next to each other, 
though so much regularity is commonly found. Perhaps they were often en- 
tered by the secretary, as they came in to take their seats. At the courts in 
May, September, and November, 1637, all the Boston members are named 
last. This, 1 presume, was a punishment of their heresy, and regret, that it 
was not the only punishment. 

The ninth town, that sent deputies, was Ipswich, on 4 March next ; and the 
right was extended to Weymouth at the court, 2 September following. Hing^ 
ham members appear 25 May, 1636. In September after one from Newbury 
is found among the representatives; and in April following Concord has a 
place. 

1 This gentleman was of high consideration, represented Boston in the first, 
second, third, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth courts, in the Records of which 
his name is sometimes written by the secretary, as it was probably pronounced, 
Coxeall. He was elected for the twelfth, but, with Aspinwall, as we find, 
Col. Rec. 1. 202, ^^ affirming that Mr. Wheelwright is innocent, and that he 
was persecuted for the truth, was in like sort dismissed from being a member 
of the court, and order was given for two new deputies to be chosen by the 
town of Boston.^' Perhaps the ceremony, mentioned in the text, would have 
been dispensed with for himself; but bis wife and a maid servant, Ann 
Shelley, were received, at the same time, from the neighbouring church, as I 
learn from the Records of our own. In general, communicants from other 
churches were received, in early times, with the same liberality as now 
prevails. At the same court from which he was expelled, 2 November, 
1637, "being convented for disturbing the publick peace," he "was 
disfranchised, and enjoined not to spesJc any thing to disturb the publick 
peace, upon pain of banishment.^' He was exiled in March following, and re- 
tired with his blameless associates to Rhode Island, which they had just be- 
fore purchased from the natives. In that peaceable settlement he became an 
assistant, and, in 1647, presided over the colony with a spirit of heterodox 
charity. See Callender, 30, 42. His son I presume to be the clerk of the 
general assembly of that colony in 1676. 2 Hist. Coll. VIl, 112. Descendants 
in a right line remain to this day. In 1817 one was a representative in 
Massachusetts from Somerset, bordering on the state of Rhode Island ; and, 
from some neighbouring ports, several masters of ships of this name have of 
late years been noticed.. 
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approved of the church, yet was not received but by confes- 
sion of his faith, &c« 

[Very large blank.] 

May 3.] News came of the death of Hockin and the 
Plimouth man at Kenebeck, (and of the arrival of the ship at 
Pemaquid, which brought thirty passengers for this place.) 

The occasion of the death of those men at Kenebeck was 
this : The Plimouth men had a grant, from the grand patentees 
of New England, of Kenebeck, with liberty of sole trade, &c. 
The said Hockin came in a pinnace, belonging to the Lord Say 
and Lord Brook at Pascataquack, to trade at Kenebeck. Two 
of the magistrates ||of|| Plimouth, being there, forbad him ; yet he 
went up the river ; and, because he would not come down 
again, they sent three men in a canoe to cut his cables. Hav- 
ing cut one, Hockin presented a piece, and sware he would 
kill him that went to cut the other. They |pbad|| him do if he 
durst, and went on to cut It. Thereupon he killed one of 
them, and instantly one in the Plimouth pinnace (which rode 
by them, and wherein five or six men stood with their pieces 
ready charged) shot and killed Hockin. 

16.] At the general court at Boston, upon the complaint of 
a kinsman of the said Hockin, John ^Alden, one of the said 
magistrates of Plimouth, who was present when Hockin was 
slain, being then at Boston, was called and bound with sureties 
not to depart out of our jurisdiction without leave |phad;|| and 
withal we wrote to Plimouth to certify them what we had done, 
and to know whether they would do justice in the cause, (as 
belonging to their jurisdiction,) and to have a speedy answer, 
&c. This we did, that notice might be taken, that we did dis- 
avow the said action, which was much condemned of all men, 
and which was feared would give occasion to the king to send 
a general governour over ; and besides had brought us all and 
the gospel under a common reproach of cutting one another*s 
throats for beaver.^ 

[Blank.] 

INI IPtoldll ||3&C.|| 

1 While the Memorial of Plimouth Colony survives, the name of Alden, a 
brief account of whom is found in Eliot and Allen, cannot be forgotten. Ma- 
ny of his descendants are in honourable place in various parts of the United 
States, of whom one is an indefatigable antiquary, the president of a college 
at Meadville in Pennsylvania, to whose Collection of Epitaphs many ac- 
knowledgments are due. The ancestor and his genealogical series, down to 
the present hour, are found in vol. III. 264 — 274. 

• 2 Bradford's relation is a little more full ; and, as he was a patentee, the 
reader will find, with pleasure, that his pen was guided by truth, as well as 
interest. See Appendix to Hutchinson, U. 418, 19. A little farther onward 
in this History, more will be found on the same subject. 
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By this time the fort at Boston was in defence, and divers 
pieces of ordnance mounted in it. 

[Large blank.J 

Those of Newtown complained of straitness for want of 
land, especially meadow, and desired leave of the |[court[| to 
look out either for enlargement or removal, which was grant- 
ed ; whereupon they sent men to see Agawam and Merimack, 
and gave out they would remove, &c. 

[Large blank.] « 

14.] At the general court, Mr. Cotton preached, and deliver- 
ed this doctrine, that a magistrate ought not to be turned into 
the condition of a private man without just cause, and to be 
publickly convict, no more than the magistrates may not turn 
a private man out of his freehold, &c. without like publick 
trial, &c. This falling in question in the court, and the opinion 
of the rest of the ministers being asked, it was referred to fur- 
ther consideration.^ 

The court chose a new governour,^ viz. Thomas Dudley, Esq. 
the former deputy ; and Mr. Ludlow was chosen deputy ; and 
John Haines, Esq. an assistant, and all the rest of the assistants 
chosen again. 

At this court it was ordered, that four general courts should 
be kept every year, and that the whole body of the freemen 
should be present only at the court of election of magistrates, 
&c. and that, at the other three, every town should send their 
deputies, who should assist in making laws, disposiiig lands, 
&c.^ Many good orders were made this court. It held three 
days, and all things were carried very peaceably, notwithstand- 
ing that some of the assistants were questioned by the freemen 
for some errours in their government, and some fines imposed, 
but remitted again before the court brake up. The court was 
kiept in the meeting-house at Boston, *and the new governour 
and the assistants were together entertairud at the bouse of the 
old governour, as before.* 

||council|| 

1 Expediency should have kept Cottpn silent ; for the people are more 
likely to become jealous, when such a principle is preached, than when it is 
put in practice.- The reverend teacher took his freeman^s oath at this court, 
and had not sufficient experience in the affairs of the country to authorize so 
strong an expression of his opinion, unless he believed himself directed from 
on high. Any of his friends could have led him to doubt the suggestion, how- 
ever, had he pretended such ; but he was delivering a sincere opinion of his 
own forming. 

2 Chosen by papers, is written in the margin of our MS. 

3 Jlfr. Cottington chosen treasurer, is in the margin. 



1634.] THOMAS DUDLEY. 13S 

The week the court was, there came in six ships, with store of 
passengers and cattle. 

[Large blank.] 

Mr. ^Parker, a minister, and a company with him, being 
about one hundred, went to sit down«t Agawam, and divers 
others of the new comers. 

[Very large blank.] 

One [blank,] a godly minister, upon conscience of his oath 
and care of the commonwealth, discovered to the magistrates 
some seditious speeches of his own son, delivered in private to 
himself; but the court thought not fit to call the party in 
question then, being loath to have the father come in as a pub- 
lick accuser of his own son, but rather desired to find other 
matter, or other witness against him. 

24.] Mr. Fleming, master of a ship of Barnstable, went 
hence to the eastward to cut masts there, and so to return to 
England. There returned with him Ensign Motham and another. 
[Large blank.] 

These ships, by reason of their short passage, had store of 
provisions left, which they put off* at easy rates, viz. biscuit at 
205. the hundred ; beef at £6 the hogshead, &c. 

[Blank.] 

Newtown men, being straitened for ground, sent some to 
lAerimack to find a fit place to transplant themselves. 

[Blank.] 

June 1.] The Thunder, which went to Bermuda the 1 7th 
October, now returned, bringing corn and goats from Virginia, 
(for the weavils had taken the corn at Bermuda before they 
came there.) Ensign ^Jenyson went in her for pilot, and related, 
at his return, that there was a very great change in Bermuda 
since he dwelt there, divers lewd persons ||being|| become good 
Christians. They have three ministers, (one a Scotchman,) 

l|baving|| ^ 

1 Of Thomas Parker, a learned theologian, pupil of the great Archbishop 
Usher, notice will often arise in the progress of this work. He was a bache- 
lor, but stood in place of a father to many divines of the succeeding genera- 
tion. One who desires to know more of him, maj consult Hubbard, 193, the 
Magnalia, Eliot, Allen, and 1 Hist. Coll. VI. 273, and IX. 48. An errour may 
be corrected in a note to Jamts Parker's letter, in Hutch. Coll. 155, where it 
is supposed, " ht was afterwards one of the ministers of Newbury," which 
was the place of usefulness assigned to our Thomas. James had preached at 
Portsmouth before going to Barbados. 1 Hist. Coll. X. 39. 

2 William Jennison was of Watertown, from which he was a deputy in the 
second and many subsequent courts, with higher titles than in the text, as 
jieutenant and captain. 
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who lltakcH great pains among them, and bad lately (by prayer 
and fasting) dispossessed one possessed |pwith|| a devil. They ob- 
tained his recovery while the congregation were assembled.^ 

He brought news, also, of a great ship arrived in Patomack 
River in Virginia, witfc a governour and colony «ent by the 
Lord ^Bartimore, who was expected there shortly himself^ and 
that they resisted those of Virginia, who came to trade in that 
river. 

It appeared after, that the king had written to Sir John 
^Harvy, |pknight,|| governour of Virginia, to give all assistance 
to that new plantation, which was called Maryland by the 
queen of England ; and those who came over were, many of 
them. Papists, and did set up mass openly. 

July.] The Hercules of Dover returned by St. George's to 
cut masts to carry to England^ 

The last month arrived here fourteen great ships, and one at 
Salem. . 

Mr. Humfrey and the lady Susan, his wife, one of the Earl 
of Lincoln's sisters, arrived here. He brought more ordnance, 

«t00kn llgpfll - ||3kiDg^s|| 

1 If this be the story of tiie traveller, not the belief of the author, giving it 
civilly, without throwing any shadow on it, we should rejoice at the complete- 
ness of the narrative, rather than exhibit regret for its credulity. The miracle 
nvTought by the prayer and fasting of three ministers at Bermuda, has never, to 
my knowledge, been brought up agunst Protestantism, though it may be re- 
jected with as much contempt as the numerous ones produced, at a later day, 
by the Jansenists in France. It has been remarked by a disbeliever, that, 
wiule the church af Rome asserts, from its foundation to our times, the regular 
succession of miraculous gifts of all kinds, the reformed are contented with 
exorcisms. What kind oi possession this was, thus exorcised at Bermuda, we 
know not, unless we ihfer, from the mode of cure, that the operators attempt- 
ed a recovery of that species (epilepsy) related by Matthew, xvii. 21, and 
Mark, ix. 29. Better signs, or better proof, are wanted in such cases, if, for 
our reception, a modem instance of hearing prayer in heaven is offered ; 
though the weak and the cunning, the deluded or the deluders, have, in all 
ages, abounded in such impositions. The credibility of the evangelists is sup- 
ported by the very means, which, to a careless observer, might seem to de- 
tract from it ; and the truth is more resplendent, when the counterfeit is 
detected. 

9 Cecil, son of George, Lord Baltimore, against whom nothing can be 
learned from history but the father^s conscientious conversion, and the heir's 
adherence, to the Romish religion. For their just deserts, which the liberal 
inhabitajits of Maryland will never forget, the reader is referred to Belknap's 
Amerioan Biography, II. 363 — 380. Candour must be extended to some 
passages of this History, in which the spirit of the age will appear more promi- 
aently than justice. 

3 This gentleman, who had been named by King James, in his last year, of 
the council for the immediate government of Virginia, Haz. I. 189, was, by 
Chsries, Appointed governour, 26 March, 1627. lb. 234. A new commission 
for the same place was given him nine years after. lb. 400. 
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muskets and powder, bought for the publick by moneys given 
to that end ; for godly people in England began now to appre- 
hend a special hand of God in raising this plantation, and their 
hearts were generally stirred to come ||over.|| Among others, 
we received letters from a godly preacher, Mr. Levinston, a 
Scotchman in the north of Ireland, whereby he signified, that 
there were many good Christians in those parts resolved to 
come hither, if they might receive satisfaction concerning some 
questions and propositions which they sent over. Likewise, 
Mr. Humfrey brought certain ^propositions from some persons 
of great quality and estate, (and of special note for piety,) 
whereby they discovered their intentions to join with us, if 
they might receive satisfaction therein. It appeared further, 
by many private letters, that the departure of so many of the 
best, both ministers and Christians, had bred sad thoughts in 
those behind of the Lord's intentions in this work, and a^ 
apprehension of some evil days to come upon England. 
||*rhen|| it began now to be apprehended by the archbishops, 
and others of the council, as a matter of state, so as they sent 
out warrant to stay the ships, and to call in our patent ; but, 
upon petition of the ship masters, (|pattending|| how beneficial 
this plantation was to England) in regard of the Newfoundland 
fishing, which they took in their way homeward, the ships 
were at that time released. But Mr. Cradock (who had been 

fDvernour in England before the government was sent over) 
ad strict charge to deliver in the patent ; whereupon he wrote 
to us to send it home. Upon receipt of his letter, the gover- 
nour and council consulted about it, and resolved to answer 
Mr. Cradock's letter, but not to return any answer or excuse 
to the council at that time. 

[Very large blank.] 

§For the success of the passengers and cattle in the ships :§ 

Divers of the ships lost many cattle ; but the two which came 

from Ipswich, of more than one hundred and twenty, lost but 

seven. None of the ships lost any passengers, but theEliza- 

Hto iibII IPyeall ll^allegmgH 

1 For these propositions of certain peers, and others of ihe English nobility, 
with the answers, drawn with great discretion^ returned two years after, the 
curious arc indebted to Hutchinson's Mass. I. Appendix, 433 — 436. Follow- 
ing them is a letter of Cotton, to enforce our answers, addressed to the Puritan 
Lord Say. He says, '' Democracy I do not conceive that ever God did or- 
dain as a fit government, either for church or conunonwealth. If the people 
be govemours, who shall be governed ? As for monarchy, and aristocracy, 
they are both of them clearly approved, and directed in scisipture, yet so as 
referreth the sovereignty to himself, and setteth up theocracy in both, as the 
best form of govenunent in the coxomoAwealth, 9i» well as in the church.'' 
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beth D(H*cas, which, havi6e a long passage, and being hurt 
upon a rock at Scilly, and very ill victualled, she lost sixty 
passengers at sea, and divers came sick on shore, who all re- 
covered, (through the mercy of God,) except 

[Large blank.] 

Mr. Humfrey brought sixteen heifers given by a private 
friend, viz. Mr. Richard ^Andrews, to the plantation, viz. to 
every of the ministers one, and the rest to the poor, and one 
half of the increase of the ministers^ to be reserved for other 
ministers. Mr. Wilson, so soon as he had his, gave it to Mr. 
Cotton. By Mr. Humfrey's means much money was procured^ 
and divers promised yearly pensions. 

[Lar^e blank.] 

Six of Newtown went in the Blessing, (being bound to the 
Dutch plantation,) to discover Connecticut River, intending to 
remove their town thither. 

9.] Mr. Bradford and Mr. Winslow, two of the magistrates 
of Plimouth, with Mr. Smith, their pastor, came to Boston by 
water, to confer with some of our magistrates and ministers 
about their case of Kenebeck. There met hereabout Mr. 
Winthrop, Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wilson, and after they had 
sought the Lord, they fell first upon some passages which they 
had taken some oflfence at, but those were soon cleared. Then 
for the matter itself, it fell into these two points : 1, whether 
their right of trade there were such, as they might lawfully 
hinder others from coming there ; 2, admitting that, whether, 
in point of conscience, they might so far stand upon their right 
as to take away or hazard any man's life in defence of it. 

For the first," their right appeared to be good ; for that, be- 
sides the king's grant, they had taken up that place as vacuum 
domicilium, and so had continued, without interruption or claim 
of any of the natives, for divers years ; and also had, by their , 
charge and providence, drawn down thither the greatest part of 
the trade, by carrying wampampeage thither, which none of 
the English had known the use of before. For the second^ 
they ||alleged,|) that their servant did kill Hockin to save other 
of their men, whom he was ready to have shot. Yet they ac- 
knowledged, that they did hold themselves under guilt of the 
breach of the sixth commandment, in that they did hazard 
Ipman's life|| for such a cause, and did not rather wait to preserve 

||allowed|| ||2men's lives|| 

1 Of the liberality of this distinguished friend of Massachusetts and Pli* 
mouth colonies, further notice will occur in our progress. He became 
mayor of London. 
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their right by other means, which thej ralhtf acknowled^i 
because they wished it were not done; and hereafter £ey 
would be careful to prevent the like» 

The goTemour and Mr. Winthrop wrote their letters into 
Eogland to mediate their peace, and sent them by BIr. |Win« 
slow.jl 

Sir Ferdmando (jorges and Capt* Mason sent [blank] to Pas^ 
cataquack and Aquamenticus, with two sawmUIs, to be erected) 
in each place one.^ 

[Blank.] 

Mr. Cradock wrote to the govemoiir and assistants^ and sent 
a copy of the councils order,* whereby we were required to 
send over our jpatent. Upon long consultation whether we 
should return answer or not, we agreed, and returned an* 
swer to Mr. Cradock, excusing that it could not be done but 
by a general court, which was to be holden in September next« 

[Blank.] 

Mr. Winthrop, the late governour, received a letter from the 
Earl of Warwick, wherein he congratulated the prosperity of 
our plantation, and encouraged our proceedings, ana offered 
his help to further us in it. 

29.] The governour and council, and divers of the ministers^ 
and others, met at Castle Island, and there agreed upon erect* 
ing two platforms and one small fortification, to secure ||*them 
both,||^ and, for the present furtherance of it, they agreed to 
lay out £5 a man till a |prate|| might be made at the next gene* 
ral court4 The deputy, Roger Ludlow, was chosen overseer of 
this work. 

August 2.] Mr. Samael SkeltoH) pastor of Salem, died* 

4.] At the court, the new town at Agawam was name^ 

'Ipswich, in acknowledgment of the ^reat honour and kindness 

done to our people which took shippmg there, &c. ; and a day 

* of thanksgiving appointed, a fortnight after^ for the H^prospe* 

rous arrival of the others,|| &c. 

A ^letter §wa8 delivered^ to Mr. Winthrop by Mr. Jcffe- 

||Wil8on|| ||Sthe citylj ||3ni]e|| ||4partieular reyiYal of the times|| 

1 Belknap^s New Hampshire, Appendix VHL oontaina a letter of Maion 
about these miliB, to erect which he sent people with Josseljn, brother of 
John, the voyager. 

9 A copy of this order is in Hazard, 1. 341, taken from Hahbard, 153. 

3 By the errour of the former edition, Dr. Holmes was led to remark, 
Annals, I. 2^8, that the ^^ metropolis has never yet been incorporated with 

hat name.^^ 

4 Never were feelings of triumph more openly, and, as the event showed, 
incautiously displayed, than in this epistle, for which the author smarted 

18 voi« u ♦ 
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ry,^ an old planter, written to him from Morton, wherein he 
related, how he had obtaitied his long suit, and that a commis- 
sion was granted for a gfeneral governour tb be sent over, with 
many railiiig speeches and threats against this plantation, and 
Mr. Winthrop in particular. Mr. Winthrop acquainted the 
governour and council with it, and some of the ministers. 

[Blank.] 

This summer was hotter than many before. 
[Blank.] 

12.] About midnight, one Craford, (who came this summer,) 
with his brother and servant, having put much goods in a 
small boat in Charles River^ over against Richard Brown his 
house, overset the boat with the weight of some hogsheads, (as 
was supposed,) so as they were all three drowned ; yet one of 
them could swim well, and though the neighbours came running 
forth, instantly, upon their cry, yet none could be saved.* 
[Large blank.] 

Our neighbours of Plimouth and we had oft trade with the 
Dutch at Hudson's River, called §by them§ New Netherlands. 
We had from them about forty sheep, and beaver, and brass 
pieces, and sqgar, &c. for sack, strong waters, linen cloth, and 
other commodities. They Kave a great trade of beaver — about 
nine or ten thousand skins in a year. Our neighbours of Pli- 
mduth had great trade also this year at Kenebeck, so as Mr. 
Winslow carried with him into England, this year, about twenty 
hogsheads of beaver, the greatest part whereof was traded for 
wampampeage. 

One pleasant passage happened, which was acted by. the 
Indians. Mr. Winslow, coming in his bark from Connecticut to 

ten years after, as in our History of that time, in our second volume, will 
be seen. The original deformity is there exhibited. Hubbard, 428, copied 
it, and most subsequent writers ims^ined, that to his page, not Winthrop^s, 
were they indebted for the curiosity. 

1 William Jeffery, or Jeffries, was a person of some distinction, settled in 
our colony before the arrival of the first company of Endecott, sent by the 
patentees in 1628. His admission as a freeman is noticed among the earliest 
who were received. Col. Rec. I. 73. I can assign his residence, only by 
guess, to VVeymouth. See note 2, on page 43. He was named, with Black- 
stone, by Sir Ferdinando Gorges^s son, in his abortive grant to Oldham, attor- 
nej to pve possession of Massachusetts. Conf. Haz. I. 259 and 268. Such a 
letter Morton could not have sent, without supposing his correspondent would 
agree with him in dislike of ihe men, on whom he lavished so bold abuse ; 
and it may almost seein treachery in the receiver to give it up. Perhaps. 
Jeflfery was afraid of discovery, or else the Merry Mount rioter was deceived in 
judging one his friend, who had six years before jomed the formidable alliance 
for his overthrow. 
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Narigansett, — and he left her there, — and intending to return by 
land, he went tcOsamekin the sagamore, his old ally, who of- 
fered to conduct him home to Pliqaouth. But, before they took 
their journey, Osamekin sent one of his n^en to Plimouth to 
tell them that Mr. Winslow was dead ; and directed him to 
show how and where he was killed. Whereupon there was 
much fear and sorrow at Plimouth. The next day, when 
Osamekin brought him home, they asked him why he sent 
such word, &c. He answered, that it was their manner to do 
so, that they might be more welcome when they came home. 

19.] Mr. Bradford and Mr. ^Collier of Plimouth came to 
Boston, having appointed a meeting here the week before, but 
by reason of foul weather were driven back. They had writ- 
ten to Capt. Wiggin of Pascataquack about the meeting for 
hearing the cause of Hockin's death. 

[Large blank.] 

Corn was this year at four shillings the bushel, and some at 
three shillings, and some cheaper. 

[Large blank.] 
29.] The ||Dove,|| a pinnace of about fifty tons, came from 
Maryland upon Patomack River, with corn, to exchange for 
fish and other commodities. The governour, Leonard ®Cal- 
vert, and two of the commissioners, wrote to the governour 
here, to make offer of trade of corn, &c. and the governour of 
Virginia wrote also on their behalf, and one Capt. Young wrote 
to make offer to deliver cattle here. Near alt their company 
came sick hither, and the merchant died within one week after. 

[Blank.] 

IIP — H • 

1 Honourable mention must ever be made of William Collier, Esq. ivbo 
came over to Plimouth only the year before that of the text. He was chosen 
an assistant in 1634, and thenceforward until 1^66, every year, except 1638, 
52 and 53, when he was probablv absent, and was one of the two first dele- 
gates to the congress of the United Colonies, in 1643. For more particular 
account of this gentleman^ the student will turn with pleasure to Judge Davis's 
edition jof Morton's Memorial. 

3 This gentleman was the brother of Cecil, Lord Baltimore, mentioned in 
the note on page 134, sent by the patentee as his governour. His name will 
recur in the progress of this History ; but I regret that any information of the 
events of his administration is confined to its policy, applauded by Belknap, 
and the minute, but imperfect narrative in" Bozman's History of Maryland. 
The Hon. Charles Calvert, governour of Maryland, a descendant, died 2 Feb- 
ruary, 1732. A tomb, erected at Annapolis, bore inscriptions in honour of him- 
self and wife, which may be seen in the American Magazine, printed at Bos« 
ton, 1743, page 74. I believe reputable descendants of this family perpetM- 
^te its fame in Maryls^nd. 
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September 4.] The general court ^began at Newtown, and 
continued a week, and then was adjourned ||fourteen[| days« 
Many things were there agitated and concluded, as fortifying in 
Castle Island, Dorchester and Charlestown ; also against to- 
bacco, and costly apparel, and immodest fashions ; and com- 
mittees appointed for setting out the bounds of towns ; with 
divers pther matters, which do appear upon record. But the 
main business, which spent the most time, and caused the ad- 
journing of the court, was about the removal of Newtown. 
They had leave, the last general court, to look out some place 
for enlargement or removal, with promise of having it confirm- 
ed to them, if it were not prejudicial to any other plantation ; 
and now they moved, that they might have leave to remove to 
Connecticut. This matter was debated divers days, and many 
reasons alleged pro and con. The principal reasons for their 
removal were, 1. Their want of accommodation for their cat- 
tle, so as they were not able to maintain their ministers, nor 
could receive any more of their friends to help them ; and here 
it was alleged by Mr. Hooker, as a fundamental errour, that 
towns were set so near each to other, 

2. The fruitfulness and commodiousness of Connecticut, 
and the danger of having it possessed by others, Dutch or 
English. 

3« The strong bent of their spirits to remove thither. 

[Large blank.] 

Against these it was said, 1. That, in point of conscience, 
they ought not to depart from us, being knit to us in one body, 
and bpund by oath to seek the welfare of this common- 
wealth. 

2. That, in point of state and civil policy, we ought not to 
give them leave to depart. 1. Being |pwe|| were now weak and 
in danger to be a^sailed^ 2. The departure of Mr. Hooker 
would not only draw many from us, but also divert other 
friends that would come to us. 3. We should expose them to 
evident peril, both from the Dutch (who made claim to the same 
river, ^nd h^d already built a fort there) and from the Indians, 
and also from our own state at home, who would not endure 

||eleven|| |l®new|| 

1 By the Col. Records, I. 126, the day of assembling is the 3d, not 4th, of 
September. But it is more important to observe, that no names of deputies 
appear ; so that I regard it only as a second session of the court, adjourned in 
May, and therefore give the distinction of second court to that in March fol- 
lowing. Many new members appeared then, and so we find the fact in every 
succeeding meeting for many years. Perhaps one or more new delegates apt 
peared at this court from some town not represented at the May session. 
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thej should sil down without a patent m anj place which our 
king lays claim unto. 

3. They might be accommodated at home by some en- 
largement which other towns offered. 

4. They might remove to Merimack, or any other place 
within our patent. 

5. The removing of a candlestick is a great judgment, 
which is to be avoided. 

Upon these and other arguments the court being divided, it 
was put to vote ; and, of the deputies, fifteen were for their de- 
parture, and ten against it.^ The governour and two assistants 
were for it, and the deputy and ail the rest of the assistants 
were against it, (except the secretary, who gave no vote;) 
whereupon no record was entered, because there were not six 
assistants in the vote, as the patent requires. Upon this grew 
a great difference between the governour and assistants, and 
the deputies. They wouM not yield the assistants a negative 
voice, and the others (considering how dangerous it might be 
to the commonwealth, if they should not keep that strength to 
balance the greater number of the deputies) thought it safe to 
stand upon it. So, when they could proceed no further, the 
whole court agreed to keep a day of humiliation to seek the 
Lord, which accordingly was done, in all the congregations, the 
1 8th day of this month ; and the 24th the court met a^ain. Be- 
fore they began, Mr. Cotton preached, (being desired by all 
the court, upon Mr. Hooker's instant excuse of his unfitness for 
that occasion.) He took his text out of Hag. ii. 4, &c. out of 
which he laid down the nature or strength (as he termed it) of 
the magistracy,, ministry and people, viz. — the strength of the 
magistracy to be their authority; of the people, their liberty; 
and of the ministry, their purity ; and showed how all of these 
had a negative voice, &c. and that yet the ultimate resolution, 
&c. ought to be in the whole body of the people, &c. with an- 
swer to all objections^ and a declaration of the people's duty 



1 The errour of Hptchinson, in reporting this division of the deputies, and 
his mistake of the name of the deputy governour, he owed to Hubbard, 173, 4, 
who copied our author with carelessness surprising even in him. He almost 
literally transcribed from our text the very form of the argument and partition 
of the subject ; aad the numerals are here as plain as in any part of the original 
MS. On 80 important a question, we might, a priori, conclude, that every one 
iof the deputies was present ; and since their number, at the Jirst general court 
when representatives appeared, was twenty-four, and so small a body never 
appears 'again, we may con^dently presume, there were now twenty-five, 
though the enumeration of the boay cannot be given precisely, because the 
Records, in this solitary instance, omit their Slimes. Se^ the liitt note. Lud- 
Jow .vftfi the deputy goveraoar. 
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end right to maintain their true liberties against any unjust vio» 
lence, &c. which gave great satisfaction to the company. And 
U pleased the Lord so to assist him, and to bless his own ordi- 
nance,, that the affairs of the court went on cheerfully ; and al- 
though all were not satisfied about the negative voice to be left 
to the magistrates, yet no man moved aught about it, and the 
congregation of Newtown came and accepted of such enlarge- 
ment as had ^formerly been offered them by Boston and 
Watertown ; and so the fe^r of their removal to Connecticut 
was removed. 

At this court Mr. Goodwin, a very reverend and godly man, 
being the elder of the congregation of Newtown, having, in 
beat of argument, used some unreverend speech to one of 
the assistants, and being reproved for the same in the open 
court, did gravely and humbly acknowledge his fault, &c. 



1 Hubbard, 175, read this word frttly, 

3 William Goodwin is known to us, for many years, only by this notice of 
his language, as a deputy in the court. The occasion of his disrespect to the 
assistant, no doubt, arose from the projected migration of his townsmen. He 
did not represent Newtown in any following legislatnre, and rempved, proba- 
bly, the next year but one, with a large portion of his constituents, to Con- 
jiecticut. Nothing more is heard of him until 1654, when a controversy 
sprang up in the church of Hartford, where Goodwin was ruling elder, be- 
tween him and Stone, the teacher, which lasted seyeral years, baffling the 
attempts of the 'legislature to calm it, and drawing New Haven and Massachu- 
setts into the idle examination. Vhe humble importance of such mighty agi- 
tation occupies many pages in Trumbull, I, 311 and following; but Mather, 
book III. says, the origin of it ^^has been rendered almost as obscure as the 
rise of Connecticut River.*' That author, in his usual diffuse manner, follows 
ni^ his illustratiop with allusions to the ibrce of the stream, and the width of 
its overflow ; yet be has omitted the important parallel, of enriching the soil 
by its inundation. Goodwip was honoured by Gov. Hopkins, by being made 
a trustee in his will. 

I have seen, among the Hp^ohinsoi^ Papers, in the archives of our Histori* 
c«tl Society, a tract, of eight and a half folio pages, entitled ^^The Sentence of 
the Council held at Boston, September 26, 1659, concerning the long, sad, 
and afflicting Controversy between the rev. teacher, Mr. Samuel Stone, the 
honoured and dearly beloved brethren of the church of Hartford, on the one 
part, and the honoured and dearly beloved brethren, the withdrawe'rs from 
the said oburoh, on the other part, since the relapse after the pacification. 
May 3, 1657.^' It bears date 7 October, and is signed by Wilson, Chauncey, 
R. Mather, Allen, Symmes, Norton, Eliot, £dm. Browne, Cobbet, Sherman, 
Hubbard, Danfortb, Mitchell and Shepard, amopg the divines ; and R. Russell, 
£dw. Tyng, and Isaac Heath, of the laity. It appears to be the handwriting 
of maichUM Mitchell ; but though it refers to *' the great labour of the reve- 
rend council held at Hartford in '56 ; the poor service jof the cburoh messengers 
from hence in '57 ; the sever^ occasional letters from the elders of these partji 
before and since ; and, lastly, the travels of this present assembly," with earnest 
entreaty for healing the scandalous divisions,— rl hope it may not be imputed to 
any disesteem of the council or the subject, that my curiosity was not sufficientn 
ly strong to encounter the labour of pepisal of sq veAetf^He » oiftUUM^ript^ 
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Id.] At this court Were many laws made against tobacco, 
and immodest fashions, and costly apparel, &c. as appears by 
the Records ; and ^£600 raised towards fortifications and other 
charges, which were the more hastened, because the Griffin 
and another ship now arriving with about two hundred passen- 
gers and one hundred cattle, (Mr. ^Lothrop and Mr. *Sirames, 
two godly ministers, coniing in the same ship,) there came over 
a copy of the ^commission granted to the two archbishops and 
ten others of the council, to regulate all plantations, and power 
given them, or any five of them, to call in all patents, to make 
kiws, to raise tythes and portions for ministers, to remove and pun- 
ish governours, and to hear and determine all causes, and inflict 
all punishments, leveh death itself, &c* This being advised 
from our friends to be intended specially for us, and that there 
were ships and soldiers provided, given out as for the carry*- 
ing the new governour, Capt» Woodhouse, to Virginia, but 
suspected to be against US)^ to compel US| by force, to receive 



1 The apportionment is worth transcribing from the Records, I. 128, as, 
^e may be confident, it represents the relative wealth of. the settlements : 
*' Boston, Dorchester and Newtown, each, j£80 ; Roxbury, j£70 ; Watertown, 
X60 ; Sagus and Ipswich, each, £,bO ; Salem and Charlestown, each, JC45 ; 
Aleadford, £26 ; Wessagttscus, £10 ; Barecove, £4.^^ 

2 With the excellence of the Rev. John Lathrop, we could form IJltlfe 
-acquaintance in a pldce, to which every reader would most naturally resort, 

the Description of Barnstable, in 1 Hist. Coll. III. But the extraordinary er- 
ioMTs of that tract, pages 15, 16, or any other writer's deficiency, are all for- 
gotten on perusal of one of the amplest memoirs of him and his posterity, 
by a descendant, found in S Hist. ColL 1. 163* £liot has afforded two 
pages to him, and his name is excluded from Allen only by some less desira- 
ble matter. A great, great grandson, one of the most sincere and benevo- 
lent men of his time, who died since furnishing that narrative of his an- 
cestor, after a long life of devotion to his duties, will long be remembered 
as pastor of the Seciond Church of Boston. The patriarchal divine at V^est 
Springfield, whose sermons have justly been more in repute than those of 
equal volume by any other American, who deceased since the preparation 
of these notes began, deduced his origin from this first clergyman of Scitu- 
ate. A very numerous line of descendants is found in our country. 

3 Zechariah Symmes, the worthy teacher of the church at Charlestown, 
is sufficiently oominemorated in Eliot's Dictionary, where the time of his 
death is erroneously given 1676^ for February 4, 1670^1. Johnson hat 
honoured him, and especially his wife, above most of the ministers in the 
land, lib. I. c. 32. In this History his service to the community is often 
mentioned ; and at the last election of Winthrop, as governour, narrated 
in this work, he preached the sermon. His descendants, at different times,- 
have been honoured in church and state. 

The famous Mrs. Ann Hutchinson camie over in the same ship with 
Symmes, as was giveE in evidence on her trial. Se« Uutchinson'i Mass. U. 
Appendix. 

4 See the coj^miisios in Hubbard, 2jS4. 
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a new governour, and the discipline of the church of Eng- 
land, and the laws of the commissioners, — occasioned the ma- 
gistrates and deputies to hasten our fortifications, and to discover 
our minds each to other ; which grew to this conclusion,^ viz. 

Large blank. 
At this court, as before, the assistants had their ||diet|| at the 

fDvernour's at Newtown, and the first day all the deputies. He 
ad £100 allowed him for his charges, and £500 more was 
raised towards fortifications, &c. 

30.] About this time one Alderman, of Bear Cove, being 
about fifty years old, lost his way between Dorchester and 
Wessaguscus, and wandered in the woods and swamps three 
days and two nights, without taking any food, and, being near 
spent, God brouglit him to ^cituate ; but he had torn his legs 
much, &c. Other harm he had none. 

October 5.] It being found, that the four lectures did 
spend too much time, and proved ||^ovcr|| burdensome to the 
ministers and people, the ministers, with the advice of the 
magistrates, and with consent of their congregations, did agree 
to reduce them to two days, viz. Mr. Cotton at Boston one 
Thursday, or the 5th day of the week, and Mr. Hooker at 
Newtown the next 5th day, and Mr. Warham at Dorchester 
one 4th day of the week, and Mr. Welde at Roxbury the 
next 4th day. v 

Mr. Lathrop, who had been pastor of a private congrega* 
tion in London, and for the same kept long time in prison, 
(upon refusal of the oath ex-officio,) being at Boston upon ai 
sacrament day, after the sermon, &c. desired leave of the con- 
;reffation to be present at the administration, &c. but safd that 
le durst not desire to partake in it, because he was not then in 
order, (being dismissed from his former congregation,) and 
he thought it not fit to be suddenly admitted into any other, 
for example sake, and because of the deceitfulness of man's 
heart. He went to Scituate, being desired to be their pastor. 

14.] It was informed the governour, that some of our peo- 
ple, being aboard the bark of Maryland, the sailors did revile 
them, calling them holy brethren, the members, &c. and withal 
did curse and swear most horribly, and use threatening 
speeches against us. The governour wrote to some of the 
assistants about it, and, upon advice with the ministers, it was 

lldnesll ||2very|| 

1 What the conclusion was, we may easily jud^e from the opmion of the 
ministers, obtained at a meeting 19 January followijig, as, a few pages on- 
ward, will appear. 



f 
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agreed to call them in question; and to this end (because 
live knew not how to get them out of their bark) we appre- 
hended the merchant of the ship, being ||on shore,|| and com- 
mitted him to the marshal, till Mr. Maverick came and under* 
took that the offenders should be forthcoming.^ The next day 
(the governour not being well) we examined the witnesses, and 
found them fall short of the matter of threatening, and not to 
agree about the reviling speeches, and, beside, not able to design 
certainly the men that had so offended. Whereupon (the bark 
staying only ||^uponi| this) the bail was discharged, and a letter 
written to the master, that, in regard such disorders were com* 
mitted aboard his ship, it was his duty to inquire out the offend- 
ers and punish them ; and withal to desire him to bring no more 
such disordered persons among us. 

*Mr. Wilson's nay, being stacked up not well dried, fell on 
fire, to his great prejudice at this season ; fired by his own 
servants, &c. as they intended to prevent firing.* 

The weather was very fine and hot, without rain, near six 
weeks. 

The Lords Say and Brook wrote to the govemour and Mr« 
'Bellingham, that howsoever they might have sent a man of 
||one Storell ||afor|| 

1 The process was more efieotual than regular. 

3 Gov. Richard Bellingham^s worth is exhibited in the annals of hitf 
country, of which he was the last surviving patentee named in the charter, 
^^ having spun,^^ says Hubbard, 610, *^ a long thread of above eighty years.^' 
His talents were adapted less for eloquence than advice, as the same writer 
expresses it, *'*' like a vessel whose vent holdeth no good proportion with its 
capacity.^' Hubbard, after observing that his qualifications, as a govemour, 
were rather lessened by his melancholy humour, continues : ^^ He had been 
bred a lawyer, yet turned strangely, although upon very pious considerations, 
as some have judged, out of the ordinary road thereof, in the making of his 
last will and testament, which defect, if there were any, was abundantly sup- 
plied by the power of the general court, so as that no prejudice did arise to 
his successors about his estate.^^ A fact inconsistent with the correctness of 
the closing suggestion, is, by the recent editor, in the note to Hutch. I* 247, 
asserted. BeTlingham and his wife, Elizabeth, who died in a few years, were 
received into Boston church, 3 August of this year, so that a wrong date of 
his arrival is given by £liot *, but more observation is deserved by a casual 
sentence about this gentleman from the same author. He calls him ^^ a very- 
learned man, compared with his contemporaries in New England.^' This is 
uttered without the caution that usually distinguishes our New England bi- 
ographer. Several of the laity were equals, in my opinion, of Bellmgham ; 
and — without naming some of the worthies of Plimouth, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut or New Haven — ^both the Winthrops, Bradstreet and Saltonstali 
his superiours. I speak confidently, but advisedly, that, if we include 
the clergy, who surely had as good a share of letters as their brethren 
educated at the same universities of Oxford and Cambridge, there were 
in New Endand, at any time between 1630 and 1690, as many sons of 
those two Kimous nurseries of learning as would be found in a propor- 

19 VOL, I. 
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war to beat down the bouse at Kenebecb, for the death of 
Ilockin, &c« llyetll they thought better to take another course; 
and ,therefore desired that some of ours might be joined with 
Capt. Wiggin, their agent at Pascataquack, to see justice done^ 
&c. 

20*] Six men of Salem, going on fowling in a canoe, were 
overset near Kettle Island, and five of them drowned. 

November 5.] At the court of assistants complaint was 
made by some of the country, (viz. Richard Brown of Wa- 
tertown, in the name of the rest,) that the ensign at Salem wa» 
defaced, viz. one part of the red cross taken out. Upon this, 
an attachment was awarded against Richard ^Davenport, 

Btbatjl 

tionate number of their fellow subject! ia the mother conntij. Besidei 
which our own college sent out streams, of which seyeral flowed to make 
glad the land of their fathers. 

In the eulogium of this worthy, bj Hubbard, ^'a notable hater of bribes** 
is part ; and in the Granarj burial ground, in this citj, over his tomb, which 
now belongs to the family of the late Got. SuUiyan, that honour is re- 
peated : 

^^ Virtue^s fast friend within this tomb doth lie, 
A foe to bribes, but rich in cfaaritj.** 

Surelj the character ot the age forbids us to consider these clean hands 
as dutinguuhing him from other magistrates. 

He was of a good family in England, and perhaps Richard Bellingham, 
who was recorder of Boston in 1625, was his father. In our Registry of 
Deeds, lib. VIII. 297, is evidence of a gift from the goveraour to Angola, 
a negro, of a piece of land on the highway leading to Roxbury, fifty feet 
square, to him and his children forever, with the language of the donor: 
^* He was the only instrument that, under God, saved my life, coming to me 
with his boat, when I was sunk in the river between Boston and Winisi- 
roet, several years since, and laid hold of me and got me into the boat 
he came in, and saved my life ; which kindness of him I remember.*' 

Something from the will, 28 November, 1672, in Prob. Rec. VII. 271, 
is worth copying: ^' Among many other undeserved favours of God towaqls 
me, this is none of the least, that, for so long a time, I have lived under 
the special government of Christ in his church, not without some soul satis* 
faction through the gracious nresence of Christ, who hath walked in the 
midst of these churches, which I judge have been constituted according to 
his mind. That I may testify the engagement of my heart to the Lord, 
being now of perfect memory and understanding, I do dispose,** &c. Af- 
ter Tarious devises, he says, ^^ I do freely and willingly dispose and give 
(after mine and my vnfe*s decease) the farms she hath during her life, 
and (after the decease of my son and his daughter) my whole estate in Win- 
nisimet, to be an annual encouragement to some godly ministers and preach- 
ers, and such as may be such, who shall be by my trustees judged faithful 
to those principles in church discipline, which are owned and practised in 
the First Church of Christ in Boston, of which I am a member ; a main 
one whereof is, that all ecclesiastical jurisdiction is committed by Christ 
to each particular organical church, from which there is no appeal, visible 
saintship being the matter, and express covenanting the form, of the church.** 
Bellingham was warm in his oppontion to the Thii^, now Old South, Church. 

1 This person rose to higher rank, and was several years commander at 
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ensign-bearer, to appear at the next court to answer. Much 
matter was made of this, as fearing it would be taken as an act 
of rebellion, or of like high nature, in defacing the king^s 
colours ; though the truth were, it was done upon this opinion, 
that the red cross was given to the king of England oy the 
pope, as an ensign of victory, and so a superstitious thing, and 
a relique of antichrist. What proceeding was hereupon, will 
appear after, at next court, in the first month ; (for, by reason of 
the great snows atid frosts, we used not to keep courts in the 
three winter months.) 

The Rebecka came from Narigansett with five hundred 
bushels of corn given to Mr. John Oklham. The Indians had 

1>romised him ||one thousand|| bushels, but their store fell out 
ess than they expected*. They gave him also an island in the 
Narigansett bay, called Chippacursett, containing about *one 
thousand acres,* six miles long, and two miles broad. This is 
a very fair bay, being above twelve leaeues square, with divers 
great islands in it, a deep channel close to the shore, being 
rocky. Mr. Peirce took the height there, and found it forty- 
one degrees, forty-one minutes, being not above half a degree 
to the southward of us. In his voyage to and fro, he went 
over the shoals, having, most part, five or six fathom, within half 
a mile and less of the shore from the north part of Cape Cod 
to Natuckett Island, which is about twenty leagues — ana, in the 
shallowest place, two and an half fathom. The country on the 
west of the JBay of Naragansett is all champaign for many miles, 
but very stony, and full of Indians. He saw there above one 
thousand men, women and children, yet the men were many 
abroad on hunting. Natuckett is an island full of Indians, 
about ten leagues in length east and west. 

6.] There came to the deputy governour, about fourteen 
days since, a messenger from the rekod sachem, to desire our 
friendship. He brought two bundles of sticks, whereby he sig- 
nified how many beaver and ||^tter|| skins he would give us 
for that end, and great store of wampompeage, (about two 
bushels, by his description.) He brought a small present with 
him, which the deputy received, and returned a moose coat of 
as good value, ana withal told him, that he must send persons of 
greater quality, and then our governour would treat with them. 
lllOOjl H'otherll • 

Castle Island in Boston harbour, where, Clap and Habbard, 643, inform qs, 
he was killed bj lightning in Jolj, 1665, to which Hutchinson, 1. 232, adds 
vome particulars. Capt. Roger CMap, ^e next month, was appointed suc- 
cessor. From his Memoirs something may be learned of the spirit and man- 
ners of the early settlers, if not of their deeds. 
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And now there came two men, who brought another present of 
wampompeage. The deputy brought them to Boston, where 
most of the assistants were assembled, by occasion of the lec- 
ture, who, calling to them some of the ministers, grew to this 
treaty with them : That we were willing to have friendship, &c. 
but because they had killed some Englishmen, viz, Capt. Stone, 
&c. they must first deliver up jjthose who|| were guilty of his 
death, &c. They answered, that the sachem, who then lived, 
was slain by the Dutch, and all the men, who were guilty, &c. 
were dead of the pox, except two, and that if they were worthy 
of death, they would move their sachem to have them deliver- 
ed, (for they had no commission to do it ;) but they excused 
the fact, saying that Capt. Stone, coming into their river, took 
two of their men and bound them, and made them show him 
the way up the river, which when they had done, he, with two 
others and the two Indians, (their hands still bound,) went on 
shore, and nine of their men watched them, and when they were 
on Ipsleepll in the night, they killed them ; then going towards 
the pinnace to have taken that, it suddenly blew up into the 
air. This was related with such confidence and gravity, as, 
having no means to contradict it, we inclined to believe it, But, 
the governour not being present, we concluded nothing ; but 
some of us went with them the next day to the governour. 
" The reason why they desired so much our friendship was, 
because they were now in war with the Naragansetts, whom, 
till this year, they had kept under, and likewise with the Dutch, 
who had killed their old sachem and some other of their men, 
for that the Pekods had killed some Indians, who came to trade 
with the Dutch at Connecticut ; and, by these occasions, they 
could not trade safely any wherc^ Therefore they desired ug 
to send a pinnace with cloth, and we should have all their trade. 

They ofiered us also all their right at Connecticut, and to fur* 
ther us what they could, if we would settle a plantation there, , 

When they came to the governour, they agreed, according 
to the former treaty, viz. to deliver us the two men, who were 
guilty of Capt. Stone's death, when we would send for them ; 
to yield up Connecticut ; to give us four hundred fathom of 
wam'pompeage, and forty beaver, and thirty otter skins ; and 
that we should presently send a pinnace with cloth to trade 
with them, §and so should be at peace with them, and as friends 
to trade with them,i§ but not to defend them, &c. 
||8ucha«H ||2shore|| 

, 1 A cause of tfie omission, in the former edition, of this member of the 
sentence i^ very e^usily found, Thp eye of the transcriber, turning from biy 
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The next morning news came, that two or three hundred of 
the Nara^ansetts were come to Cohann, viz. Naponsett, to kill 
the Pekou ambassadours, &c* Presently we ||met at|| Roxburj, 
and raised some few men in arms, and sent to the Naragansett 
men to come to us. When they came there were no more but 
two of their sachems, and about twenty ||^more,|| who had been 
on hunting thereabouts, and came to lodge with the Indians at 
Cohann, as their manner is. So we treated with them about 
the Pekods, and, at our request, they promised they should go 
and come to and from us in peace, and they were also content 
to enter further treaty of peace with them ; and in all things 
showed themselves very ready to gratify us. So the Pekoas 
returned home, and the Naraganselts departed well satisfied ; 
only they were told in private, that if they did make peace 
with the Pekods, we would give them part of that wampom- 

Eeage, which they should give us ; (for the Pekods held it dis- 
onourable to offer them any thing as of themselves, yet were 
willing we should give it them, and indeed did ofier us so 
much for that end.^) 

The agreement they made with us was put in writing, and 
the two ambassadours set to their marks — one a bow with an 
arrow in it, and the other a hand. 

13.] The Regard, a ship of Barnstable, of about two hun- 
dred tons, arrived with twenty passengers and about fifty 
cattle. 

One thing I think fit to observe, as a witness of God's provi- 
dence for this plantation. There came in this ship one Mans* 

Ijsent out toll ||^meD|| 

copj to the original MS. caught, in the latter branch, the words, '^ trade 
with them,^^ which close each part, and he supposed it was what he had 
already transferred to his sheet. Several errours of that edition, as will ap- 
pear in the progress of our labour, were occasioned in this way. Collations 
of ancient M6S. afford criticks frequent opportunity of detecting such faults, 
arising from the o/ueioTiAtvTov, which forms a class of cases excepted from 
the general rule, that the shorter reading should be preferred. By such 
a cause the loss of the famous spurious text, 1 John, t. 7, from all the MSS. 
was formerly, in Tain, attempted to be explained. 

1 If any doubt has ever been entertained, in Europe or America, of the equi« 
table and pacifick principles of the founders of New England, in their relations 
with the Indians, the secret history, in the foregoing paragraph, of this nego- 
tiation, should dissipate it. B^ the unholy maxims of vulgar policy the 
discord of these unfriendly nations would have been encouraged, and our 
European fathers should have employed the passions of the aborigines for 
their mutual destruction. On the contrary, an honest artifice was resorted 
to for their reconciliation, and the tribute received bv us from one offending 
party was, by a Christian deception, divided with their enemies to procure 
mutual peace. Such mediation is more useful than victory, and more hon- 
•urable than conquest, 
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field, a poor godly man of Exeter^ being very deairous to come 
to V8, but not able to transport bis family. There was in the 
city a rich merchant, one Marshall, who, being troubled in his 
dreams about the said poor man, could not be quiet till he had 
sent for him, and given him £50, and lent him £100, wQling 
him withal, that, if he wanted, he should send to him for more. 
This Mansfield grew suddenly rich, and then lost bis godliness, 
and his wealth soon after.^ 

18«] About this time an open pinnace of one Mr. ^Sewall 
of Ipswich, going deep laden from Boston, was cast away upon 
the rocks at the liead of Cape Ann, in a N. E« storm ; but alt 
the men were saved. 

21.] One ^Willys, a godly man, and member of Boston 
church, and one Dorety, an honest man, and two boys, going 
over to Noddle^s Island to fetch wood, in a small boat, and 
none of them having any skill or experience, were cast away 
in a N. E. tempest, as they came home in the night laden, be- 
ing then ebbing water. We sent two boats on the Lord^s day, 
(so soon as they were missing, being the 23d,) but they could 
, not find men, or boat, or wood, in any ||part|| of the bay. 
Three days after the boat was found at Muddy River over* 
turned. 

37.] The assistants met at the governour's, to advise about 
the defacing of the cross in the ensign at Salem, where (taking 
advice with some of the ministers) we agreed to write to Mr. 
Downing in England, of the truth of the matter, under all our 
hands, that, if occasion were, he might show it in our excuse; 
for therein we expressed our dislike of the thing, and our pur- 
pose to punish the ofienders, yet with as much wariness as we 
might, being doubtful of the lawful use of the cross in an ensign, 
though we were clear that fact, as concerning the manner, 
was very unlawful. 
llplacell 

1 The last sentence is tn addition, by the author, at a later time. Per- 
haps that providence, which sent ns a man, who soon lost his character and 
his property, had better been reyerenced in silence. 

S This ancestor of one of the most venerated families, which has given 
three of its members to preside in the highest court of civil and criminal juris- 
diction in Massachusetts, was one of the first settlers at Newbury. The biogra- 
phies of Eliot and Allen, and especially the copious Collection of American 
Epitaphs, by Alden, II. 115, have well perpetuated the memory of his de- 
scendants. Henry died at Rowley, 1654 ; and in Hutchinson, I. Appendix 
xii. is a letter from Richard Cromwell, during his short enjoyment of the title 
of Lord Protector, to our govemour and magistrates, in favour of the spn, who 
was a minister in Hampshire, and came over about his father^s estate. 

3 John and J^e Willis are, in the Records of Boston church, niuabered 
135, 6 ; and against their names is written, dead nnci. 
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It was then informed us, how Mr. Eliot, the teacher of (he 
church of Roxbury, had taken occasion, in a sermon, to speak 
of the peace made with the Pekods, and to lay some blame 
upon lithe ministrj|| for proceeding therein, without consent of 
the people, and for other failing (as he conceived.) We took 
order, tnat he should be dealt with by Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker^ 
and Mr. Welde, to be brought to see his errour, and to heal it 
by some publick explanation of his meaning ; for the people 
began to take occasion to murmur against us for it. 

It was likewise informed, that Mr. Williams of Salem had 
broken his promise to us, in teaching publickly against the 
king's patent, and our great sin in claiming right thereby to 
this country, &jc* and for usual terming the churches of Eng- 
land antichristian. We granted summons to him for his ap* 
pearance at the next court. 

The aforesaid three ministers, upon conference with the said 
Mr. Eliot, broueht him to acknowledge his errour in that he 
had mistaken the ground of his doctrine, and that he did ac« 
knowledge, that, for a peace only, (whereby the people were 
not to be engaged in a war,) the magistrates might conclude, 

f>lebe inconsulto, and so promised to express himself in pub* 
ick next Lord's day. 

24.] One Scott and Eliot of Ipswich were lost in their way 
homewards, and wandered up and down six days, and eat 
nothing. At length they were found by an Indian, oeing almost 
senseless for want of rest, &c. 

About the same time one [blank] was twenty-one days upon 
Plumb Island, and found by chance frozen in the snow, yet 
alive, and did well. He had been missing twenty days, and 
himself said he had no food all that time. 

December 4.] Was an extraordinary tempest of wind and 
snow, at N. N. E. which continued twenty-four hours, and after 
that such frost as, within two days, the whole bay was frozen 
over, but free again before night. 

1 1.1 The lectures at Boston and Newtown returned again to 
their former course, because the weather was many times so 
tedious as people could not travel, &c. 

This day, after the lecture, the inhabrtaiits of Boston met 
to choose seven men who should divide the town lands among 
them.^ They chose by papers, and in their choice left out 

||our measuresjl 

1 In hit index the former editor seems to have considered this paragraph 
as affording an account of the ^ origin of selectmen in Boston i*^ and the 
same errour is followed even by so careful a writer as Holmes, Annals, I. 279. 
This, ai)d most other of the towns, had before been governed by such officers, 
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Mr. *Winthrop,* Coddington, and other of the chief menf 
only they chose one of the elders and a deacon, and the rest 
of the inferiour sort, *and Mr. Winthrop had the greater num- 
ber before one of them by a voice or two.*^ This they did, 
as fearing that the richer men would give the poorer sort no 
great proportions of land, but would rather leave a great part 
at liberty for new comers and for common, which Mr. Win- 
throp had oft persuaded them unto, as best for the town, &c« 
Mr. Cotton and divers others were offended at this choice, be- 
cause they declined the magistrates ; and Mr. Wbthrop re- 
fused to be ope upon such an election as was carried by a 
voice or two, telling them, that though, for his part, he did not 
apprehend any personal injury, nor did doubt of their good 
||affection|| towards him, yet he was much grieved that Boston 
should be the first who should shake off their magistrates, es- 
pecially Mr. Coddington, who had been always so forward for 
their enlargement; adding further reason ||^of|| declining this 
choice, to olot out so bad a precedent. Whereupon, at the 
motion of Mr. Cotton, who showed them, that it was the 
Lord^s order among the Israelites to have all such businesses 
committed to the elders, and that it had been |pnearer|| the rule 
to have chosen some of each sort, &c. they all agreed to go to 
a new election, which was referred to the next lecture day.^ 

The reason why some were not willing that the people 
should have more land in the bay than they might be likely 
to use in some reasonable time, was partly to prevent the neg- 
lect of trades, and other more necessary employments, and 
partly that there might be place to receive such as should 
come after ; seeing it would be very prejudicial to the com- 
monwealth, if men should be forced to go far off for land, 
while others had much, and could make no use of it, more than 
to please their eye with it. 

||offering|| ||9for|| ||3nev€r|| 

though the title was different. See note 2 on p. 1 14. That which continues 
to our times is first used in Boston Records in 1645. See Shawns Description 
of Boston, 147. 

1 The author^s modesty erased the conclusion of the sentence, and his own 
name, in the former part. 

2 Our Town Records take no notice of the first election of these seven ; 
"but, on the 18th, Winthrop, Coddington, Bellingham, Cotton, Oliver, Col- 
burn, and Baulstone, were chosen ^^ to divide and dispose of all such lands, 
belonging to the town, as are not yet in the lawful possession of any particular 
person, to the inhabitants of the town, according to the order of the court,, 
leaving such portions in common, for the use of new comers, and the further 
benefit of the town, as, in their best discretion, they shall think fit. The 
islands hired by the town to be also included in this order.'' 
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One Abigail Gifibrd, widow, being kept at the charge of the 
parish of Wilsden in Middlesex, near London, was sent by Mr« 
Ball's ship into this country, and being found to be sometimes 
distracted, and a very burdensome woman, the governour and 
assistants returned her back by warrant, 18, to the same 
parish, in the ship Rebecca. 

22,] A fast was kept by the church of Charlton, and 
Mr. Symmes chosen their teacher* 

By a letter from Plimouth it was certified, that the Dutch 
of Hudson's River had been at Connecticut, and came in war- 
like manner to put the Plimouth men out of their house there ; 
but when they stood upon their defence, they departed, with- 
out offering any violence.* 

^11 mo. 13.] The church of Boston kept a day of humilia- 
tion for the absence of their pastor and other brethren, gone to 
England, and like to be troubled and detained there, and for 
that the Lord had made a breach upon them by those four 
which were drowned, as is before set down ; at which fast Mr* 
Cotton preached out of Numbers xxxv. 13, and one of the mem- 
bers taught out of that in ||Lamentations|p iii. 39 : Wherefore 
doth a living man complain ? 

||Samue1|| 

1 In Haz. II. 262, the invaluable proceedings of the commissioners of the 
United Colonies preserve the Dutch relation of this affair. We must regret 
to find in Trumbull, I. 36, too much of the feeling of a partisan on this sub- 
ject. A very judicious explanation of the controversy may be seen in the 
North American Review, VIII. 85. 

3 Here is discovered the first instance of changing the name of the motith, 
which arose from a weak scruple, as if there were something heathenish • in 
following the Roman nomenclature. Our fathers departed gradually from the 
church of England, and perhaps their tendency to separation increased 
faster in the wilderness than it would have done at home. It will be observ- 
ed, that this work begins on Easter Monday, and, in his margin, that great fes- 
tival of the church is duly honoured by our historian. A slight errour, as to 
the commencement of this change, is found in Hutchinson, I. 377, who seeim^ 
to attribute it to the Puritanical severity of Vane ; but, before his coming, the 
settlers were well cured of their fondness for the fotms, in which they had 
been educated. From this place, our original MS. Usually employs this new 
enumeration of the great divisions of time, though we may occasionally ob- 
serve a backsliding to the errours of the author's earlier years. The fantasti- 
cal custom was maintained for nearly two generations in New England ; and 
the gradual abrogation of it was, no doubt, regarded by the elder planters as 
a modern defection ; for, in Johnson's VVonder- working Providence, lib. I* 
c. 27, we are informed, that the practice was designed ^^ of purpose to pre- 
vent the heathenish and popish observation of days, months and years, that 
they may be forgotten among the people of the Lord.'' 

3 The strange errour of the former edition, in giving here a wrong book in 
the Bible, is easily accounted for in note 1 on page 74. The editor was- al- 
most as well acquainted with scripture texts as Winthrop, who, we may be 
sure, is referred to by the passage above. 

£0 VOL. i4 
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19.] All the ministers, except Mr. ^Ward of Ipswich, met 
at Boston, being requested by the governour and assistants, to 
consider of these two cases : 1. What ||we ought to do,|| if a 
general governour should be sent out of England ? 2. Whether 
It be lawful for us to carry the cross in our banners ?— ^In the 
first case, they all agreed, that, if a general governour were 
sent, we ought not to accept him, but defend our lawful pos- 
sessions, (if we were able ;) otherwise to avoid or protract. 
For the matter of the cross, they were divided, and so deferred 
it to another meeting. 

About the middle of this month, Mr. AHerton^s pinnace 
came from the French about Port Royal. They went to fetch 
the two men, which had been carried by the French from Ma- 
chias, and to demand the goods taken, &c. But Mr. La Tour 
made them answer, that he took them as lawful prize, and that 
he had authority from the king of France, who challenged all 
from Cape Sable to Cape Cod, wishing them to take notice, 
and to certify the rest of the English, that, if they traded to the 
east of Pemaquid, he would make prize of them. Being de- 
sired to show his commission, he answered, that his sword was 
commission sufficient, where he had strength to overcome; 
where that wanted, he would show his commission. 

In the end of this month, three men had their boat frozen 
up at ^Bird Island, as they were coming from Deer Island, 
so as they were compelled to lodge there all night; and 
in the morning they came over the ice to Noddle's Isle, and 
thence to Molten's Point in Charlestown, and thence over the 
ice, by Mr. HofFe's, to Boston. At the same time six others 
were kept a week at the Governour's Garden ; and in the end 
Ijougbt to be donejl 

I Of Nathaniel Ward, the author of the celebrated " Simple Cobler of 
A^wam,^* almost enough will be found in the course of this History, in the 
bmfraphies of Eliot and Allen, and in the books cited bj the latter, to excuse 
me from saying more. He was in the church of Standon in Hertfordshire, 
about twenty-seven miles from London, and favoured the cause of New Eng- 
land some years before coming over. His work is very attractive for its hu- 
mour, and curious for its execrable spirit. 

s This island is not remembered by any person now alive, I believe, as a 
spot on which men might lodge, although some soil, covered at high tide, per- 
mitted a coarse vegetation of erass within thirty-five years. That soil is now 
so washed away, that the rocks, on which it rested, are not visible till near 
low water. Better evidence of the devastation of the ocean, if better were 
wanted, wiU be found in a comparison of the modern state of Nix^s Mate, so 
called, on which is barely room for a sea mark, with what it must have been 
in September, 1636, when the general court granted '^ twelve acres of land 
to John Gallop, upon Nixe^s Island, to enjoy to him and his heirs forever, if the 
island be to mueh.^^ 
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gate with their boat to Mattapan Point ; for, hear all that 
time, there was no open place between the Garden and Boston, 
neither was there any passing at Charlestown for two or three 
days, the wind about the N. W. three weeks, with much snow 
and extreme frost« 

[Very large blank.] 

Mo. 12.] About the middle of this month, a ||proper|| young 
man, servant to Mr. Bellingham, passing over the ice to Win- 
nesemett, fell in, and was drowned. Divers others fell in, in 
that and other places, but, by God's providence, were saved* 

14.] Capt. Wiggin, governbur at Pascataquack, under the 
Lords Say and Brook, wrote to |pour|| governour, desiring to 
have two men tried here, who had committed sodomy with 
each other, and that on the Lord's day, in time of publick 
exercise. The governour and divers of the assistants met and 
conferred about it, but did not think fit to try them here.^ 
[Large blank.] 

Mo. 1. 4.] A general court at Newtown. Mr. Hooker 
preached, and showed the three great evils.* 
[Very large blank.] 

At this court, ^one of the deputies was questioned for deny- 

llprompll H«the|| 

1 It is apparent, from inspection of the MS., that the last sentence of this 
paragraph was written at a later time than the preceding. The desire of 
Wiggin seems to imply a defect of criminal jurisdiction ; but the refusal, on 
our part, to accept it, was a very prudent measure. 

2 Perhaps these evils were evanescent, though it may be otherwise ; but . 
posterity, I believe, is deprived of the light shown to our fathers. 

3 The name was partly written in the author^s MS. but erased. It appears, 
however, a few page? ci^«ird. An explanation worth transcribing is found 
in Col. Rec. I. 137 : '^ Whereas Mr. Israel Stoughton hath written a certain 
book, which hath occasioned much trouble and offence to the court ; the said 
Mr. Stoughton did desire of the court, that the said book mieht forthwith be 
burnt, as being weak and offensive.^^ Such almost unexampled modesty, in 
an author, did not, however, propitiate the severe justice of the assembly ; for 
on the same page appears an order, ^^ that Mr. Israel Stoughton shall be dis- 
abled for bearing any publick office in the commonwealth, within this juris- 
diction, for the space of thre>syears, for affirming the assistants were not 
magistrates.^^ But his disability was removed or overlooked before the ex- 
piration of the sentence ; for, in December of the year 1636, he was again a 
deputy, and being orthodox on the subject of the antinomiap controversy, 
was chosen an assistant the following spring. He commanded the forces m 
the Pequod expedition in the same year. The General Index to 1 Hist. Coll. 
X. 295, must be wrong in ascribing to Thomas Stoughton the erection of the 
mill at Neponsit ; for our Col. Rec. I. Ill, mentions, that Israel had liberty 
granted ^^ to build a mill, a wear and a bridge over Neponsit River, and is to 
sell the alewives he takes there at five shillings the thousand.^^ 

ThQmas was, I presume, brother of Israel, and, probably, came first to New 
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ing the magistracy among us, affirming that the power of the 
governour was but ministerial, &c. ||He|| had also much op- 
posed the magistrates, and |pslighled|| them, and used many 
weak arguments against the negative voice, as himself ac- 
knowledged upon record. He was adjudged by all the court 
to be disabled for three years from bearing any publick office. 

One^ of the assistants was called to the lower end of the 
table to answer for refusing to pay towards a rate made by the 
court, and was fined £6, which was after released. 

Mr. Endecott was called to answer for defacing the cross jn 
the ensign ; but, because the court could not agree about the 
thing, whether the ensigns should be laid by, in regard that 
many refused to follow them, the whole cause was deferred 
till the next general court ; and the commissioners for military 
affairs gave order, in the mean time, that all the ensigns should 
be laid aside, &c^ 

At this court brass farthings were forbidden, and musket 
bullets made to pass for farthings, 

A Ipcommissionll for military affairs was established, ||^which|| 
had power of life and limb, &c.^ 

[Very large blank.] 
||and|| ll^istigmatizedll ||3commis8ioner|| ||^wbo|| 

England ; for he was admitted freeman in May, 1631, while the same Records 
•how that Israel took the oath 5 JJovember, 1633. 

In the latter part of this History it will be found, that Stonghton went to 
England, and became a lieutenant colonel in the parliament's service, and 
died during the civil war. He was father of the celebrated William Stough- 
top, first lieutenant governour named by the crown under the charter of 
William and Mary, and chief justice in the trial of the witches. In that la- 
mentable delusion his agency may well be forgiven, by future generations, for 
his munificence to Harvard College, in which one of the halls perpetuates his 
memory. His epitaph, closely imitated from that of Pascal, is in 1 Hist. 
Coll. 11. 10. A bachelor seldom attained such honours in the infancy of our 
country. 

1 Pynchpn was the pffender. Fpr the same cause fines were imposed, 
at the same time, pn the tovfrns of Sagus and Salem, and all were released 
together. 

3 From the greatness of the powers granted to this body, a fuller account 
than Winthrop has given may reasonably be extracted from Col. Rec. 1. 139 : 
" It is ordered, that the present governour, deputy governour, John Winthrop, 
John Humfrey, John Haynes, John Endecott, William Coddington, William 
Pynchon, Inhirease Nowell, Riohard Bellingham, Esquires, and Bimon Brad- 
street, or the major part of them, who are deputed by this court to dispose of 
all military affairs whatsoever, shall have full power and authority to see all 
former laws concerning all military men and munition executed ; and also 
shall have full power to ordain or remove all military officers, and to make 
and tender to them an oath suitable to their places ; to dispose of all compa- 
nies, to make orders for them, and to make and tender to them a suitable 
oath, aud to see that strict discipline find trainings be observed, and to com<i 
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I5w] Two of :lie eUws of eTwr cliwrtli «iet nl S9^9K% nwl 
spent tiKTe three diir^ Tlie occ:iUioii v^$« ib^l iiixtHn^ of iK^ 
bmlureii of that chwei. not Ukb^r the prpn^f^ih\j$ of the |f>5«* 
tor. and vidial r^akin^ ^ue$ik>?K Vhetbrr ther wwe « ehorek 
or not, dlid sepoirate firoat church coomunkmk llie|«^i$lor 9^ntl 
other brethren dIcsincJ the adrke ;iind help of the rr^ of tht 
churches^ irho« not thinkms: fit to judje of the cmus^N withoMt 
hearing the other side« odered to meet at Ss^j^ttS Q^botH tU 
Upon this the pastor^ 4:c^ re<c(aired the semrate ineinher$ to 
deliver their grievances in wrtttnTii which they refti^i^ to do^ 
the pastor, fcc. wrote to all the chorchess that„ lor this cau^e^^ 
they were purposed to proceed against theta as persons ex* 
communicated ; and therefore desired them to stay their joiiN 
ney, &;c This letter being read at a lecture at Boston^ (whert 
some of the elders of every church were presents) they all 
agreed (with consent of their churches) to go presently to 
Sagus, to stay this hasty proceedin?^ &c« Accorainglv^ being 
met, and both parties (after much debate) being heartf, it was 
agreed, that they were a true churchy though not constiiutet)^ at 
first, in due order, yet after consent and practice of a church 
estate had supplied that defect \ and so ail were reconciled% 

[Large Uiudk*] 

Mo« 2«] Some of our people went to Cape Cod^ and mcida 
some oil of a whale, which was cast on snore. There were 
three or four cast up, as it seems there is almost every year. 

26.] An alarm was raised in all our towns, and the gover* 
nour and assistants met at Boston, and sent forth a shallop to 
Cape Ann, to discover what ships were there. For the fi8ne^ 
men had brought in word to Marblchead, that two ships had 
been ||bovering|| upon the coast all the day \ one of about four 
hundred tons, and the other three hundred and fifty, and were 
gone in to Cape Ann. But it proved to be only one ship of 
eighty tons, bound for Richman's Isle, and the other a small 
pinnace of ten tons. 

30.] The governour and assistants sent for Mr. Williami. 

llhcRvingll 

mand them forth upon any ocoaiion they think meet \ to make either offtiniive 
or defensive war ; as also to do whatsoever may be farther behoof«(\il for thn 
good of this plantation, in case of anv war that may befil ui \ and, alio, that the 
aforesaid commissioners, or the major part of them, shall have power to im- 
prison or confine any that they shall Judge to be enemies to tne oommon. 
wealth ; and such as will not come under oommond or restraint, as they shall 
be required, it shall be lawful for the said commissioners to put sucih persons 
to death. This order to continue to the end of the next general oourt.^* It 
was prolonged from court to court, several times, and somo uew memberi 
wert occasionally added. 
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The occasion was, for that he had taught publicklj, that a 
magistrate ought not to tender an oath to an unregenerate 
roan, for that we thereby have communion with a wicked man 
in the worship of God, and cause him to take the name of God 
in vain. He was heard before all the ministers, and very 
clearly ||confuted.|| Mr. Endecott was at first of the same opi- 
nion, but he gave place to the |ptruth.|| 

Mo. 3. 6,] A general court was held at Newtown, where 
John Haynes, Esq. was chosen governour, Richard Belling- 
ham, Esq. deputy governour, and Mr. Hough and Mr. Dummer 
chosen ^assistants to the former ; and Mr. Ludlow, the late 
deputy, left out of the magistracy. The reason was, partly, be- 
cause the people would exercise their absolute power, &c. and 
partly upon some speeches of the deputy, who protested 
against the election of the governour as void, for that the 
deputies of the several towns had agreed upon the election be- 
fore they came, &c. But this was generally |pdiscussed,|| and 
the election adjudged good. 

Mr. Endecott was also left out, and called into question about 
the defacing the cross in the ensign ; and a committee was 
chosen, viz. every town chose one, (which yet were voted by 
all the people,) and the magistrates chose four, who, taking 
the charge to consider of the offence, and the censure due to it, 
and to certify the court, after one or two hours ||*time,|| made 
report to the coijrt, that they found his offence to be great, viz. 
rash and without discretion, taking upon him more authority 
than he had, and not seeking advice of the court, &c. ; ||*un- 
charitable,|| in that he, judging the cross, &c. to be a sin, did 
content himself to have reformed it at Salem, not taking care 
that others might be brought out of it also ; laying a blemish 
also upon the rest of the magistrates, as if they would suffer 
idolatry, &c. and giving occasion to the state of England to 
think ill of us ; — for which they adjudged him worthy admoni- 
tion, and to be disabled for one year from bearing any pub- 
lick oflBce ; declining any heavier sentence, because they were 
persuaded he did it out of tenderness of conscience, and not of 
any evil intent.^ 

||confessed|| |J9teacher|| ||3ai8trustedH ||4they|| ||5unwarrantable[| 

1 The other assistants were Winthrop, Dudlej, Hqmfrej, Coddington, 
Fynchon, Nowell, Bradstreet, and Winthrop, jun. 

8 Had his conscience been as enlightened as it was tender, he would have 
conformed to the harmless custom ; but, next year, men of soberer judgment 
were found ready to refuse compliance with bearing the standard of their 
country, and almost willing to imitate the outrage of Endecott. A tract of 
nearly thirteen pages, in defence of the cross, by the celebrated Hooker, U 
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Some petitions of grievances were tendered to the court in 
the beginning of it, but the court refused to hear any, or to 
meddle in any ||courses|| but making freemen, until the elections 
were passed/ The governour and deputy were elected by 
papers, wherein their names were written ; but the assistants 
were chosen by papers, without names, viz. the governour pro- 
pounded one to the people ; then they all went out, and came 
in at pne door, and every man delivered a paper into a hat. 
Such as gave their vote for the party named, gave in a paper 
with some figures or scroll in it ; others gave in a blank. 

The new governour, in his speech to the people, declared 
his purpose to spare their charge towards his allowance this 
year, partly in respect of their love showed towards him, and 
partly for that he observed how much the people had been 
pressed lately with publick charges, which the poorer sort did 
much groan under.^ 

A petition was preferred by many of Dorchester, &c. for 



among the MSS. of our Historical Society ; but I have neither courage nor 
curiosity enough to study it. We may not imagine, that our ancestors had 
carefully scrutinized the ecclesiastical fable of the holy sign in Constantine^s 
vision, or were sufficiently instructed to repudiate the consecrated Labarum of 
the first Christian emperour ; and perhaps an Englishman of our times may pre- 
sume, that there was as much policy, as abhorrence of idolatry, in their dread 
of the banner of St. George. Yet this presumption would be unfounded. 
Though there appears, in September preceding, something like prepared op- 
position to expected tyranny, 1 do not discover, in these weak scruples about 
the ensign, any affectation of independence, to which, a few years later, 
their circumstances offered very powerful inducements. 

In the flag of the United States are exhibited white stars in a blue field ; 
but the most punctilious imitator of the severe, simplicity of the fathers of 
New England has never compared our service under it to the heathenish 
abomination of worshipping the host of heaven. An anecdote of a poli- 
tick use of these emblems by Barlow, when negotiating at Algiers, provei 
that a diseased conscience might entertain this scruple, because the imagi- 
nation can thus apply the object. He said to the minister of the Dej^ There 
ought to be friendship between onr countries, since you worship the moon, 
and we the stars. 

I One of these petitions was on the matter of Endecoti^s censure. The 
wisdom of this resolution of the court, in which was now assembled all the 
people entitled to vote for governour and assistants, except those in towns 
which sent proxies, was strongly exhibited two years later, when, in the con- 
test for the election between Vane and Winthrop, the precedent was follow 
ed. A fuU examination of that subject, with others, may be found in four 
tracts preserved in Hutch. Coll. 63 — 101. 

9 The assessment at this court was £200, only one third of the amount in 
the autumn before, and it was apportioned thus : — ^to Dorchester, Boston, and 
Newtown, £27.6.8, each ; Roxbury and Watertown, £20, each ; Charles- 
town, Salem and Sagus, £16, each ; Medford, £10 ; Ipswich and Newbury, 
£8, each ; Wessaguscui, £4. Col. Eec. I. 152. 
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releasing the sentence against Mr* Stoughton the last general 
court; but it was rejected, and the sentence affirmed by the 
country to be just. 

Divers jealousies, that had been between the magistrates and 
deputies, were now cleared, with full satisfaction to all parties. 

The matter of alterinfl; the cross in the ensign was referred 
to the next meeting, (the court being adjourned for three 
weeks,) it being propounded to turn it to the red and white 
rose, &c. and every man was to deal with his neighbours, to 
still their minds, who stood so stiff for the cross, untu we should 
fuUv agree about it, which was expected^ because the ministers 
had promised to take ||pains|| about it, and to write into Eng^ 
land to have the iud^ments of the most wise and godly there.^ 

The deputies bavmg conceived great danger to our state, 
in regard that our magistrates, for want of positive laws, in 
many cases, might proceed according to their discretions, it 
was agreed, that some men should be appointed to frame a body 
of grounds of laws, in resemblance to a Magna Charta, which, 
heinz allowed by some of the ministers, and the general court, 
should be received for fundamental laws. 

At this general court, some of the chief of Ipswich desired 
leave to remove to Quascacunqucn, to begin a town there, 
which was granted them, and it was named Newberry. 

Also, Watertown-and Roxbur^ had leave to remove whither 
they pleased, so as they contmued uqder this government. 
The occasion of their desire to remove was, for that all towns 
in the bay began to be much straitened by their own near- 
ness to one another, and their cattle being so much increased. 

31 •] A Dutch ship of one hundred and sixty tons arrived 
at Marblehead. Capt. Hurlston came merchant. She came 
from Christopher Island. She brought one hundred and forty 
tons of salt, and ten thousand weight of tobacco. 

[Blank.] 

Thb island lies in eighteen degrees, and is about thirty 
miles in compass, inhabited b^ two colonies, one English and 
another Frenclw There is in it about four thousand persons. 
They have three English churches, but the people are very 
wicked, as the merchant (who dwelt there five years) complain- 
ed. The salt is made with the sun in a |pnatural|| pan, half a mile 
from the sea. Their rain begins in September, and continues 
till February. 
||prayerg|| ||awateripg|| 

1 Antweri of theie ^* most wise and godly*^ in England have not^fallen in 
my way* The tract of Hooker, before-mentioned, in note on page 158, from 
very iltght examination, appeari to contain a temperate censure of Endecott. 
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Mt>. 4. 3.] Heire arrived two Dutch ships, who brought 
twetity-seven Flinders mares, at £34 a mare, and three horses; 
siaity-three heifers, at £12 the beast; and eightv-eight sheep 
at 50^. the sheep. They came from the Tessell in five weeks 
three days, and fost not one beast or sheep* Here arrived 
also, the same day, the Jame&, a ship of three hundred tons, 
with cattle and passengers, which came all safe from South- 
ampton within the same time* Mr. Graves was master, who 
had come every year for these seven years. 7. The Lord's 
day there came in seven other ships, and one to Salem, and 
four more to the mouth of the bay, with store of passengers 
and cattle. They came all within six weeks. 

For preventing the loss of time, and drunkenness, which 
sometimes happened, by people^s running to the ships, and 
the excessive prices of commodities, it was ordered, tnat one 
in each town should buy for all, &c. and should ||retain|| the 
same within twenty days at five per hundred, if any came to 
buy in that time. But this took no good effect; for most of 
the people would not buy, except they might buy for them- 
selves ; and the merchants appointed could not disburse so 
much money, &c. ; and the seamen were much discontented, 
yet some of them brought their goods on shore and sold 
them there. 

16.] A bark of forty tons arrived^ set forth with twenty 
servants, by Sir Richard Saltonstall, to go plant at Connec- 
ticut. 

By a letter from the Lord Say, and report of divers passen- 
gers, it was certified to us^ that Capt. Mason and others, the 
adversaries of this colony, had built a great ship to send 
over the general governour, &c. which, being launched, fell 
in sunder in the midst. 

It appeared likewise, by a copy of a petition sent over 
to us, that they had divided all this country of New Eng- 
land, viz. between St. Croix in the east, and that of Lord 
Bartimore, called Maryland, into twelve provinces, disposed 
to twelve in England, who should send each ten men to at- 
tend the general goverhour coming over ; but H'^the project 
[took] not effect.ll The Lord frustrated their design.^ 

Two carpenters, going to wash themselves in the river be- 
tween Mount Woollaston and Wessaguscus, were carried away 
with the tide, and drowned. 

[Large blank.] 

||retarn|| ||3ihi8 proved not effectual|| 

■*---■-■ ■ ■ I , - . 

1 This idle division of American provinces may be leen in Hubbard, 228, 

21 VOL. I. 
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24.] Mr. Graves, in the James, and Mr. Hodges, in the Re- 
becka, set sail for the Isle of Sable for sea-horse (which are 
there in great number) and wild cows. Mr. John Rose, be- 
ing cast ashore there in the [Mary and Jane] two years 
since, and making a small pinnace of the wreck of his ship, 
sailed thence to the French upon the main, being thirty 
leagues off, by whom he was detained prisoner, and forced 
to pilot them to the island, where they had great store of 
sea-horse ||teeth,|| and cattle, and |pstore|| [of] black foxes 5 and 
they left seventeen men upon the island to inhabit it. The 
island is thirty miles long, two miles broad in most places, 
a mere sand, yet full of fresh water in ponds, &c. He saw 
about eight hundred cattle, small and great, all red, and the 
largest he ever saw, and many foxes, whereof some perfect 
black. There is no wood upon it, but store of wild peas 
and flags by the ponds, and grass. In the middle of it is 
a pond of salt water, ten miles long, full of plaice, |psoles,|| &c. 
The company, which went now, carried twelve landmen, two 
mastiffs, a ||'*house,|| and a shallop. 

August 26.] They returned from their voyage. They found 
there upon the island sixteen Frenchmen,who had wintered there, 
and built a little fort, and had killed some black foxes. They 
had killed also many of the cattle, so as they found not 
above one hundred and forty, and but two or three calves. 
They could kill but ||*few|| sea-horse, by reason they were forced 
to travel so far in the sand as they were too weak to stick 
them, and they came away at such time as they use to go up 
ll^highesty to eat green peas. The winter there is very cold, 
and the snow above knee deep. 

Mo. 5. 8.] At the general court, Mr. Williams of Salem 
was summoned, and did appear. It was laid to his charge, 
that, being under question before the magistracy and churches 
for divers dangerous opinions, viz. 1, that the magistrate 
ought not to punish the breach of the first table, otherwise 
than in such cases as did disturb the civil peace; 2, that 
he ought not to tender an oath to an unregenerate man ; 3, 
that a man ought not to pray with such, though wife, child, 
&c. ; 4, that a man ought not to give thanks after the sacrament 
nor after meat, &c. ; and that the other churches were about 
to write to the church of Salem to admonish him of these 
errours; notwithstanding the church had since called him to 
[the] office of a teacher. Much debate was about these 
things. The said opinions were adjudged by all, magistrates 
and ministers, (who were desired to be present,) to be erro- 
ilblankjl ||38ome|| ||3blank|| ||4horse|| ||5five|| ||%eight8|| 
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neous, and very dangerous, and the calling of him to office, at 
that time, was judged a great contempt of auihoritj. So, in fine, 
||time|| was given to him and the church of Salem to consider of 
these things till the next general court, and then either to give 
satisfaction to the court, or else to expect the sentence ; it be- 
ing professedly declared by the ministers, (at the request of the 
court to give their advice,) that he who should obstinately 
maintain such opinions, (whereby a church might run into 
heresy, apostacy, or tyranny, and yet the civil magistrate could 
not intermeddle,) were to be removed, and that the other 
churches ought to request the magistrates so to do.^ 

At this court Wessaguscus was made a plantation, and Mr« 
^Hull, a minister §in England,§ and twenty-one families with 
him, allowed to sit down there — after called Weymouth. 

A plantation was likewise erected at Bear's Cove, after 
called IpHingham.lp 

13.] Mr. Luxon arrived here in a small pinnace. He fished 

||there|| ||9KiDgha]ii{| 

1 We ought not to censure more the declaration of the clergy, than the 
policy of the court in asking their advice. Church and state were too often 
playing into each other's hands — if so irreverent a phrase may be allowed — 
and thus sanctifying principles and conduct, which either would not have, 
singly, ventured to adopt or enforce. 

S Of this reverend gentleman no fuKher account can easily be obtain- 
ed, except that, in the MS. journal of Hobart, first minister of Hingham, 
on 5 May, 1639, 1 find ^^ Mr. Hull gave his farewell sermon." Perhaps 
it was he, whom Mather, in Magnalia, mentions as minister at the Isles of 
Skoals. Conf. Magn. book III. with 1 Hist. Coll. VIl. 254, which places him 
there two years after Hobart's notice of removal. It may be the same per- 
son, who, in this History, 3 month, 1643, is called "an excommunicated 
person, and very contentious ;" yet, in the Magnalia, book VII., Mather, de- 
scribing the perils of Mrs. Heard at the famous assault by the Indians on 
Cocheco, in 1689, makes her "daughter of Mr. Hull, a reverend minister, 
formerly living at Piscataqua." In our second volume, some failure, in 
propriety, it will be seen,, is attributed to his son.-^ 

A careful history of Weymouth is much wanted. ^ 

3 By this establishment, or erection, of a plantation, wc must not under- 
stand, that settlements were then first made at the spot, but that a mu- 
nicipal government was permitted there, or that the place was allowed to 
have deputies in the general court. Wessaguscus had, at the last general 
court, been assessed ; and, at the same time, Joseph Andrews was " sworn 
constable of Barecove." Many of the inhabitants were made freemen of 
the colony in the preceding year. The spelling of the name varies be- 
tween the Colony Records and this History, and each, in different places, 
has different orthography. Perhaps it sometimes was thought a natural 
resort of l)ear8 ; perhaps sometimes the appearance of the cove, at low wa- 
ter, regulated the letters used to express the same sound. The new name 
was given by general court 2 September, 1635, because the pastor and 
roost of his fiock came from a small town called Hingham, in Norfolk, 
llngland. 
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at the Isle of Shoals, as he had done many years, and^ return-^ 
ing to sell bis fish at market, was taken in foggy weather 
and carried into the bay of Port Royal, and there wrecked 
upon a small island about [blank] leagues from the main. So be 
built a pinnace, and came hither in her* 

[Blank.] 

Salem men had preferred a petition, at the last general court, 
for some land in Marblehead Neck, which they did challenge 
as belonging to their town; but, because they had chosen Mr# 
Williams their teacher, while he stood under question of au- 
thority, and so offered contempt to the magistrates, &c. their 
petition was refused till, &c. Upon this the church of Salem 
write to other churches, to admonish the magistrates of this as a 
heinous sin, and likewise the deputies; for which, at the next 
general court, their deputies were not received until they should 
give satisfaction about the letter.^ 

Mo. 6, Aug. 16.] The wind having blown hard at S. and S.W. 
a week before, about midnight it came up at N. E. and blew with 
such violence, with abundance of rain, that it blew down many 
hundreds of trees, §near the towns.§ overthrew some houses, 
[and] drave the ships from their anchors. The Great Hope, of 
Ipswich, being about foiir hundred tons, was driven on ground 
at Mr. Hoffe's Point, and brought back again presently by a 
N. W. wind, and ||ran|| on shore at Charlestown. About eight 
of the clock the wind came about to N. W. very strong, and, it 
being then about high water, by nine the tide was fallen 
about three feet. Then it began to flow again about one 
hour, and rose about two or three feet, which was conceived 
to be, that the sea was grown so high §abroad§ with the N. E. 
wind, that, meeting with the ebb, it forced it back again. 

§This tempest was not so far as Cape Sabfe, but to the 
south more vblent, and made a double tide aU that eoast.§ 

In this tempest, the James of Bristol, having one hundred 
^passengers, honest people of Yorkshire, being put into the 
Isle of Shoals, lost there three anchors ; and, setting sail,, noxan- 



1 This denial, or perTersion of justice, bjr postponement of a heading, on a 
question of temporal right, for some spiritual deficiency in the church or 
pastor, will not permit us to think, that the judges of Williams were free 
from all blame in producing his schism. 

2 Among the number were Richard Mather and Jonathan Mitchell, the 
latter quite a youth, both famous names with the early divines of Massa- 
chusetts. See Hubbard, 199, who, probably, had his information from In- 
crease Mather, son of Richard. Increase, in his Life of his father, pages 21, 2, 
has related the circumstances of his preservation, as also in Remarkable 
Providences, 312. 
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T»s nor ropes would hoUL but she was driTen wiihio a caUeH 
length of Uie rocks |tatt) Riscalaqiiack^ when sinMcnly the wind, 
coming lo N.W., pot ibem back to the Isle of Shoaks and, being 
there ready to strike upon the rocks^ thej |(^Iet|) out a piece 
of their mainsail, and weathered the rocks. In the same 
teropesr a bark of Mr. Allerton^s was cast away upon Cape 
Ann, and twenty-one persons drowned ; among the rest one 
Mr. li'Avery.jj^ a minister in Wiltshire, a godl^ man^ with his 
wife and six small children, were drowned. None were saved 
but one Mr. ^Thacher and bis wife, who were cast on shore, 
and preserved by a powder horn and a bag with a flint, and 
a goat and a cheese, cast on shore after them, and a truss of 
bedding, and some other necessaries : and the third day after a 
shallop came thither to look for another shallop, which was 
missing in the storm, and so they were preserved. So as there 
did appear a miraculous providence in their preservation* 
The general court gave Mr. Thacher £26.13.4, towards his 
losses, and divers good people gave him besides* The man 
was cast on shore, when he had been (as he ||^thought||) a quar- 
ter of an hour beaten up and down by the waves, not being 
able to swim one stroke ; and his wife sitting in the scuttle of 
the bark, the deck was broke off, and brougot on shore, as she 
stuck in it. One of the children was then cast dead on shore, 
and the rest never found. 

§Gabriel lost at Pemaquid; and Mr. Witheridge and the 
Dartmouth ships cut all their masts at St. George. The tide 
||of|| liacutll ||3Aiivey|| ||4suppo8ed|| 

1 This gentleman, whose fate was designed bj his companion in adversitr 
to be forever remembered in the name given to the outer rock, Avery ^i Fall, 
was cousin of Anthonj Thacher, of whom sligl)t notice is taken in the next 
note. From a folio page, in double column, of the Magnalia, book III. p. 77. 
we learn no more of the life of Averj than his latest hours. His baptismal 
name was John. 

9 An admirable letter from this sufferer to his brother Peter, a clergyman 
of the city of Salisbury, relates all the particulars of this shipwreck, one of 
the most disastrous that ever afflicted the iron-bound coast of New F.ngland. 
It is the first article in Increase Mather^s Remarkable Providences, and dvei 
to that work its chief value. The vessel was returning from Ipswich to Mar- 
blehead. Anthony^s nephew, Thomas, first pastor of the Third Church in 
Boston, who avoided the peril of his uncle by coming round on land, wai 
progenitor of all, 1 think, who have rendered this name, in church and state, 
illustrious in Massachusetts. Of the last deceased pastor of the New South 
Church in this citv, bamuel C. Thacher, the companion and fViend of my 
studies from childhood, no language is too powerful to express my admira- 
tion. Animae dimidium meae. A memoir of his father, the Rev. Dr. Peter 
Thacher, late cf Brattle Street Church, drawn by one who knew well hii 
duty andliis undertaking, contains very minute genealogical details. See 
J Hist. Coll. VIII. 277. 
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rose at Naragansett fourteen feet higher than ordinary, and 
drowned eight Indians flying from their wigwams.§^ 

At this time a French ship came with commission from the 
king of France, (as they pretended,) and took Penobscott, a 
Plimouth trading house, and sent away the men which were in 
it, but kept their goods and gave them bills for them, and bad 
them tell all the plantations, as far as forty degrees, that they 
would come with eight ships, next year, and displant them all. 
But, by a letter which the captain wrote to the governour of 
Plimouth, it appeared they had commission from Mons. Roselly, 
commander at the fort near Cape Breton, called La Havre, to 
displant the English as far as Pemaquid, and by it they pro- 
fessed all courtesy to us here. 

Mr. Williams, pastor of Salem, being sick and not able to 
speak, wrote to his church a protestation, that he could not 
communicate with the churches in the bay ; neither would he 
communicate with them, except they would refuse ||communion|J 
with the rest ; but the whole church was grieved herewith. 
[Large blank.] 

The Dorchester men being set down at Connecticut, near the 
Plimouth trading house, the governour, Mr. Bradford, wrote 
to them, complaining of it as an injury, in regard of their pos- 
session and purchase of the Indians, whose right it was; and 
the Dutch sent home into Holland for commission to deal with 
our people at Connecticut. 

September 1.] At this general court was the first grand 
jury, who presented above one hundred offences, and, among 
others, some of the magistrates.^ 

At this court Mr. Endecott toade a protestation in justifica- 
tion of the letter formerly sent from Salem to the other 
churches, against the magistrates and deputies, for which he 
was committed ; but, the same day, he came and acknowledged 
his fault, and was discharged.^ 

||communication|| 

1 Hubbard has expanded this account of the tempest, 199 — 201. Mpr-« 
ton's Memorial informs us, that the marks were visible many years ; bat 
his " many hundred thousands of trees" are by Hubbard reduced to " some 
thousands, '^'^ Though the more moderate number be generally pref<6rable, 
we need not fear, in this instance, to follow the original historian rather 
than the copyer. Such extent of devastation in the forest has been 
equalled within our memories, especially from the gale at the autumnal 
equinox of 1816. 

3 At this court the rate assessed is found in our Colony Records, I. 161, 
as follows: — Newtown and Dorchester, £26.5, each ; Boston, J&25.10; Wa-- 
tertown, jBl9.10; Roxbury, £19.5.; Salem, £16; Charlestown, £15; 
Ipswich, £14; Sagus, £U ; Medford, £9.15; Newbury, £7.10 ; Hingbam, 
£6 ; Weymouth, £4 ; in all, £200. 

3 Mention is made of the letter on a former page. To show the degree 
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Divers lewd servants (viz. six) ran away, and stole a skiff 
and other things. A commission was granted, at the general 
court, to Capt. ^Trask to fetch them and other such. from the 
eastward. He pursued them to the Isle of Shoals, and so to 
Pascataquack, where, in the night, he surprised them in a 
house, and brought them to Boston. At next court they were 
severely whipped, and ordered to pay all charges, &c. 

At this court there wa* granted to Mr.^Buckly and [blank] 
merchant, and about twelve more families, to begin a town at 
Musketaquid, for which they were allowed six miles upon the 
river, and to be free from publick charges three years; and it 
was named Concord. A town was also begun above the fails 
of Charles River.^ 

[Large blank.] 

At the Dutch plantation, this summer, a ship^s long boat was 
overset with a gust, and five men in her, who gat upon ||ber|| 
keel, and were driven to sea four days, in which time three of 
them dropt off and were drowned ; and the fifth day the fourth, 
being sore beaten, and ||^pained|| with hunger and thirst, wilfully 
||the|| ||2parched|| . 

of moderation, with which our civil rulers treated ecclesiastical subjects, I 
give an extract from Col. Rec. I. 163; "Whereas Mr. Roger Williams, 
otte-of the elders of the church of Salem, hath broached and divulged di- 
vers new and dangerous opinions, against the authority of magistrates ; as 
also writ letters of defamation, both of the magistrates and churches here, 
and that before any conviction, and yet maintaineth the same without any 
retraction ; it is therefore ordered, that the said Mr. Williams shall depart 
out of this jurisdiction within six weeks now next ensuing ; which, if he 
neglect to perform, it shall be lawful for the governour and two of the 
magistrates to send him to some place out of this jurisdiction, not to re- 
turn any more without license from the court." 

" Mr. Samuel Sharpe is enjoined to appear at the next particular court, 
to answer for the letter that came from the church of Salem, as also to 
bring the names of those that will justify the same^ or else to acknowledge 
his offence, under his own hand, for his own particular.'' 

1 He was of Salem, in the History of which town, 1 Hist. Coll. VI. 253, 
it is related, that he was out in the Pequod war, by which we must, I sup- 
pose, understand Stoughton's, not Endecott's, expedition. His baptismal 
name was William, as the Colony Records give it among the deputies at all 
the general courts, from the fourth to the tenth inclusive. 

9 Such is the orthography of the original MS. though the head of this fami- 
ly always spelt the name Bulkeley. The Rev. Peter Bulkley is a character 
80 well Known by the reader of our early books, and the labours of Eliot and 
Allen have so successfully transferred to their pages the truth, which a suc- 
cession of reverend descendants had preserved, that it were supererogation for 
me to enlarge this note. See President Stiles's opinion, in 2 Hist. Coll. II. 260. 
There is a good letter of Bulkley in 3 Hist Coll. 1. 47. 

3 It is not easy to imagine, that any other settlement is here meant than 
Sudbury, ^though it had not sufficiently increased to attain the honour of a 
name for three or four years more. See Hubbard, 236. 
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fell off and was drowned. Soon after the wind came up at 
S. £• and carried the boat, with the fifth man, to the Long 
Island, and, being only able to creep on shore, he was found 
by the Indians, and preserved* He was grown very poor, and 
almost senseless, with hunger and watching, and would say, 
that he saw such and such come to give him meat, &c.^ 

The Piimouth men had hired the Great Hope, to go to dis- 
plant the French, and regain their possession at Pcnobscott. 
The master, Mr. ||Girling,|| was to have for it £200. They sent 
Iptheir bark|| with him and about twenty men ; but when they 
came, they found the French had notice, and had so strongly 
intrenched themselves, (being eighteen^) as, having spent near 
all their powder and shot, the bark left the ship there, and 
came here to advise with us what further to do ; for they had 
lately lost another bark laden with corn, and cduld not spare 
this to send: back again* The general court, being assembled, 
agreed to aid them with men and munition, and therefore wrote 
to them to send one with commission to treat with us about it, 
resolving to drive them out, whatsoever it should cost, (yet first 
to put them to bear the charge, if it might be ;) for we saw that 
their neighbourhood would be very dangerous to us.^ 

The next week they sent Mr. fPrence|p and Capt. ||*Standisb|| 
to us, with commission to treat. Four of the commissioners 

||Grig|| , ||2her back[| ippiercejl ||4S [[ 

1 Mather, in book VI. of the Magoalia, appropriately called by him 
Tbaumaturgus, has a little decorated this narrative of mental alienation, 

3 Good union followed from the common danger of the two colonies, 
whose preceding transactions evidently exhibit a mutual jealousy. I subjoin, 
from Colony Records, 162, September court, all that is there found of thi» 
important essay towards an alliance : ^^ Agreed, that Piimouth shall be aided 
with men and munition to supplant the French at Penobscot. And it was 
ordered, that Capt. Stllanova shall be sent for, to confer with about this 
business, and recompensed out of the treasury for hrs pains, if he be not em- 
ployed." The hard name of the engineer is quite -strange to all our anti- 
quaries of this age. It is manifestly a foreign one, probably of some Dutch* 
man, who had seen service at home, and was now thought a fit antagonist for 
the enemies of the common religion. In a letter of Gov. Winthrop to his 
son, John, June, 1636, in our Appendix, the same person is mentioned as be- 
ing arrived in the West Indies. I know not whether he was employed. 
Tlie expulsion of the French was reserved for the vigorous administration 
of Cromw<ell, in 1654, when Sedgwick and Leverett succeeded with little 
difficulty. 

3 This distinguifihed gentleman, whose name, though commonly in books 
spelt Prince, is always, as Judge Davis informs me, by himself written a»* 
Winthrop has given it, M'as long governour of Piimouth colony. He will be 
forever remembered in the pages of the new edition of Morton's MemoriaL 
Every author, who treats of New England, is full of his praise, and Jny humble 
efforts are not jaeeded to extend it. 
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gave them a meeting, which grew to this issue, — ^that they re* 
fused to deal further in it, otherwise than as a common cause of 
the whole country, and so to contribute their part. We re- 
fused to deal in it, otherwise than as in their aid, and so at 
their charge ; for indeed we had then no money in the treasury^ 
neither could we get provision of victuals, on the sudden, for 
one hundred men, which were to be employed. So we de- 
ferred all to further counsel. 

Mo. 8. 6.] Two shallops, going, laden with goods, to Con- 
Decticut, were taken in the night with an easterly storm, and 
cast away upon Brown's Island, near the Gurnett's Nose, and 
the men all drowned,^ 

Here arrived two great ships, the Defence and the Abigail, 
with Mr. Wilson, pastor of Boston, Mr. ^Shepard, Mr. 'Jones, 
and ^other ministers; amongst others, Mr. *Peter, pastor of the 
English church in Rotterdam, who, being persecuted by the 
English ambassadour, — who would have brought his and other 
churches to the English discipline, — and not having had his 
health these many years, intended to advise with the ministers 
here about his removal. 

The special ||goodness|| of the Lord appeared in this, that 
the passengers came safe and hale in all [the] ships, though 
some of them long passages,-^the Abigail ten weeks from 

||providence|j 

1 A note in 1 Hist. Coll. VIII. 22Q, by the most accurate geographer of 
New England, remarks, that this island is become a shoal. 

9 It would probably b6 an unsuccessful, and certainly a needless task, for 
me to add any thing about Shepard to what is already known in Eliot and 
Allen, and the authors referred to by the latter. 

3 Little could h,e expected from my diligent inquiries, respecting this per- 
son, by one that finds nothing but his name known to Mather, who inserts it 
in his first classis of ministers, or Trumbull, I. 194. Both seem to be ignorant 
of any thing but what they learn from Winthrop. Perhaps, before removing 
to Fairfield, Conn, he was the pastor of Concord. See, in this History, 5 of 
5 month, 1636, and 6 of 2 month, 1637. This conjecture I have found 
confirmed by the great authority of President Stiles, quoted by Holmes, 
Annals, I. 336, note 3. 

4 Probably Flint, Carter, and Walton, mentioned by Johnson, lib. I. o, 31,^ 
as coming over this year, are here intended. Perhaps, in his work, the nanne 
of Walton is a misprint for iValtham^ as thus Mather calls a miqister, who 
came from England, with the prsenomen William, settled at Marblehead. 
Flint was admitted of Boston church 15 November, this year, a fortnight 
after Vane. 

m 

5 The unhappy celebrity of Hugh Peters, or Peter, as he wrote it him- 
self, will excuse me from giving more thaja a reference to some of the in- 
numerable books, which furnish evidence of his labours, his errours, aad his 
sufferings. He was executed 16 October, 1660. 

22 VOL. I. 
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PliiDOUth, with two hundred and twenty persons, and many 
cattle, infected also with the small pox; yet, &c. 

There came also John Wintbrop, the younger, with ^com- 
mission from the Lord Say, Lord Brook, and divers other great 
persons in England, to begin a plantation at Connecticut, and 
to be governour there. Tney sent also men and ammunition, 
and £3000 in tnoney, to begin a fortificatbn at the mouth of 
the river. 

Here came also one Mr. Henry ^Vane, son and heir to 
Sir Henry Vane, comptroller of the king's house, who, being a 

Joung eentleman of excellent parts, and had been employed by 
is fatner (when he was ambassadour) in foreign affairs ; yet, 
being called to the obedience of the gospel, forsook the ho- 
nours and preferments of the court, to enjoy the ordinances of 
Christ in their purity here. His father, being very averse to 
this way, (as no way savouring the power of religion,) would 
hardly have consented to his coming hither, but that, acquaint- 
ing the king with his son's disposition and desire, he command- 
ed him to send him hither, and gave him license for three 
years' stay here. 

This noble gentleman, having order from the said lords and 
others, treated with the magistrates here, and those who were 
to go to Connecticut,^ about the said design of the lords, to this 
issue, — ^that either the three towns gone thither should give 
placf , upon full satisfaction, or else sufficient room must be 
found there for the lords and their companies, &c. or else they 
would divert their thoughts and preparations some other ways. 
[Large blank.] 

November 1.] Mr. Vane was admitted a member of the 
church of Boston. 

October.] At this general court Mr. Williams, the teacher 
of Salem, was again convented, and all the ministers in the bay 
being desired to be present, he was charged with the said two 
letters, — that to the churches, complaining of the magistrates for 



1 See the commission in Trumbull, I. 497. 

3 Few men have done less good with greater reputation than this states- 
man, whose fame' rings in historj too loudlr to require my aid in its diffu- 
sion. The brief, but busy exercise of his mculties here, is exhibited with 
sufficient minuteness by our author, in whose page is found no deficiency of 
respect towards the fanatick, w'ho was too much honoured when exalted 
as the rival of the father of Massachusetts. 

3 In the Appendix may be seen the propositions, of which the original 
draft is preserved in the Historical Society^s libnvry, Trumbull Papers^ 
Tol. XIX. page 213. 
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injustice, extreme oppression, &c. and the other to his owa 
church, to persuade them to renounce communion with all the 
churches in the bay, as full of antichristian pollution, &c. 
He justified both these letters, and maintained all his opinions ; 
and, being offered further conference or disputatipn, and a 
month's respite, he chose to dispute presently. So Mr. 
Hooker was appointed to dispute with him, but could not re- 
duce him from anjr of his errours. So, the next morning, the 
court sentenced nim to depart out of our jurisdiction within 
six weeks, all the ministers, save one, approving the sentence j 
and his own church had him under question also for the same 
cause ; and he, at his return home, refused communion with 
his own chqrch, who openly disclaimed his errours, and wrote 
an humble submission to the magistrates, acknowledging their 
fauk in joining with Mr. Williams in that letter to the churches 
against them, &c. 

[Lai^ blank.] 

15.] About sixty men, women, and little children, went 
by land towards Connecttcut with their cows, ||horses|[ and 
swine, and, after a tedious and difficult journey, arrived safe 
there. 

[Very large blank.] 

The pinnace, which Sir Richard Saltonstall sent to take 

Eossession of a great quantity of land at Connecticut, was, in 
er return into England, cast away upon the Isle Sable.^ The 
men were kindly entertained by the French there, and had 
passage to Le Havre, some twenty leagues east of Cape Sable, 
where Monsieur commander of Roselle was governour, who 
entertained them very courteously, and furnished them with a 
shallop to return to us, and gave four of their company 
passage into France, but made them pay dear for their 
shallop ; and in their return, they put into renobscot, at such 
time as Girling's ship lay there ; so that they were kept prison** 
crs there till the ship was gone, and then sent to us with a 
courteous letter to ourgovernour. A little before, our gover- 
nour had written to him (viz, Mons. ^D'Aulnay) to send them 
home to us ; but they were come before. 

||beifers|| 

1 Saltonstall attributes tbe Ibss to her detention, both at Boston and at 
Connecticut River. He thought he had a just claim for satisfaction. See 
his interesting letter, which I copied for 2 Hist. Coll. VHI. 4S, 3. 

9 Enough, the reader wiU probablr imagine, about the French governour 
of that part of Acadia west of the St. Croix, or the eastern half of the present 
state of Maine, willxbe found in this History, both of his disappointments and 
ultimate success. A brief sketch of the whole subject of controrerijr between 
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It 18 useful to observe, as we go along, such especial provi- 
dences of God as were manifested for the good of these plan- 
tations. 

Mr. Winslow, the late governour of Plimoiith, being this 
year in England, petitioned the council there for a commission 
to withstand the intrusions of the French and Dutch, which was 
likely to take effect, (though undertaken by ill advice, for such 
precedents might endanger our liberty, that we should do 
nothing hereafter but by commission out of England ;) but the 
archbishops, being incensed against him, as against all these 
plantations, informed the rest, that he was a separatist, &;c. 
and that he did marry, &c. and thereupon gate him commit- 
ted ; but, after some Jew months, he petitioned the board, and 
was discharged. 

[Very large blank.] 

Another providence was in the voyage of Mr. Winthrop, the 
younger, and Mr. Wilson into Eneland, who, returning in the 
winter time, in a small and weak ship, bound for Barnstaple, 
were driven by foul weather upon the coast of Ireland, not 
known by any in the ship, and were brought, through many 
desperate dangers, into Galloway, where they parted, Mr* 
Winthrop taking his journey over land to Dublin, and Mr. 
Wilson by sea, and being come within sight of Lundy, in the 
mouth of Severn, they were forced back by tempest to Kinsale, 
where some ships perished in their view. Mr. Wilson, being in 
Ireland, gave much satisfaction to the Christians there about 
New England. 

Mr. Winthrop went to Dublin, and from thence to Antrim 
in the north, and came to the house of one Sir John ^Clot- 
worthy, the evening before the day when divers godly persons 
were appointed to meet at his house, to confer about their 
voyage to New England, by whom they were thoroughly in- 
formed of all things, and received great encouragement to 
proceed on in their intended course. From thence he pass- 
ed over into Scotland, and so through the north of England ; 



him and La Tour, in which many of onr people were unhappily inTolved, 
may be seen in Hutchinson, I. 120 — 126, See alsp note 3 on page 117. 

1 This gentleman became a strenuous assertor of liberty in the long par- 
liament, and, beinff too easily satisfied with deliverance from tyranny to 
coincide with the designs of Cromwell, was, by that hypocrite, with many 
other earl^ associates, committed to prison. From the text y^e may not con- 
clude positively, that Clotworthy was one of thoste, who thought of coming to 
our country ; though many, of equal or higher rank and fortune, had such de* 
signs, in which most of them were prevented by the government, that had 
good reason afterwards, says Hume, to repent of such exercise of authority. 
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and all the way he met with persons of quality, whose thoughts 
were towards New England, who observed his coming among 
them as a special providence of God. 

9ber, 3.] At the court of assistants, John ^Pratt of Newtown 
was questioned about the letter he wrote into England, where- 
in he aflSrmed divers things, which were untrue and of ill report, 
for the state of the country, as that here was nothing but rocks, 
and sands, and salt marshes, &c. He desired respite for his an- 
swer to the next morning ; then he gave it in in writing, in which, 
by making his own interpretation of some passages, and ac- 
knowledging his errour in others, he gave satisfaction. This 
was delivered in under his own hand, and the hands of Mr. 
Hooker and some other of the ministers, and satisfaction ac- 
knowledged under the hands of the magistrates. 

Mr. Winthrop,. jun. the governour appointed by. the lords 
for Connecticut,. sent a bark of thirty tons, and about twenty 
men, wiih all needful provisions, to take possession of the 
mouth of Connecticut, and to begin some building. 

9.] About this time an open pinnace, returning from Con- 
necticut, was cast away in Manemett Bay; but all the men 
(being six) were saved, and came to Plimouth, after they haa 
wandered ten days in extreme cold and deep snow, not meet- 
ing with any Indian or other person. 

26.] There came twelve men from Connecticut. They had 
been ten days upon their journey, and had lost one of their 
company, drowned in the ice by the way ; and had been all 
starved, but that, by God's providence, they lighted upon an 
Indian wigwam. Connecticut River was frpzen up the 15th 
of this month. 

Mr. Hugh Peter, preaching at Boston and Salem, moved the 
country to raise a stock for fishing, as the only probable means 
to llfreejl us from that oppression, which the seamen and bthers 
held us under. 

28.] Here arrived a small §®Norsey§ barkj of twenty-five 



1 Notice of his death will occur in our second Tolume, sub an. 1645. The 
answer, in the text alluded to, was so equivocal, that, in an epistle preserved 
in Hutch. Coll. 106, Sir William Martin says to Winthrop, *'*' in the main I 
find little difference therein from his letter.^^ This curious apology was 
transcribed by me from the Colony Records, and printed in 2 Hist. Coll. 
VII. 126. Pratt had made a contract, in 1629, with our company in London, 
to come out as a surgeon for the plantation, on a salary. He removed, with 
most other Newtown people, to Connecticut, in company with Gov. Haynes, 
as 1 presume, from finding the same name at their first assembly of deputies in 
1639. See Trumbull, i. 103. 

9 I never saw this word before ; but cannot doubt that it is the same gen- 
tilitial as Norwegian, or, of the Nortb Country. AVr'« is common with the 
poets and others. 
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tons, sent by the Lords Saj^&c. with one Kxardner, an expert 
engineer or worH base,^ and provisions of all sorts, to begin a 
fort at the mouth of Connecticut. She came through many 
great tempests; yet, through the Lord's great providence, her 
passengers §twelve men, two women,§^ and j|Oods, all safe. 
Mr. Wtnthrop had sent, four days before, a bark, with car^ 
penters and other workmen, to take possession of the place^ 
{for the Dutch intended to take it,) and to raise some buildings. 

A great shallop, coming from Pascataquack in a N. E. wind 
with snow, lost her way, and was forced into Anasquam ; and 
going out with a N. W. wihd, through the unskilfulness of the 
men, was caist upon the rocks, and lost £100 worth of goods. 

A shallop of William ^Loveil, laden with goods to Salem, 
worth £100, was, by foul weather, put into Plimouth, and, 
coming out, the men went aboard a small bark by the way, 
and their shallop brake loose and was lost, and, about two 
months after, was found about ^Nawset, not much hurt, and the 
goods were, most of them, saved by some Plimouth men, who 
had notice of it by the Indians.^ 

[Large blank.] 



1 From this person, whose name of baptism was Danridy I conceive Gard- 
ner's Island and Bay receive their names. Trumbull, I. 61, refers to mana« 
scripts of his, and thej certainly might have assisted him with some important 
Illustrations of the origin of the war with the Peqnods, during which he com* 
■landed the fort at Saybrook. He is also spoken of with respect bj Salton* 
ttall, in the letter mentioned in our note on page 171, and bj Mason in his 
History of that. war. But Mason calls him Lyon Gardner, spelling the sir- 
name as in the text of our authbr. 

3 A confession of inability to explain this phrase is made, without any 
reservation for the obscurity of the MS. 

3 This addition to the text of the former edition is from Winthrop's 
margin. 

4 He was, probably, of Dorchester, and from him Lovelies Island, in our 
harbour, t presume, receives its name. 

6 Plimouth people settled there about nine years after, and it has been 
since called Eastham. See 1 Hist. CoU. VIII. 163. 

6 Of the kindness and justice, with which the colonists of Plimouth and 
Massachusetts had universsdly treated their uncivilized neighbours, this proof 
of the honest and* friendly conduct of the aborigines towards them is the 
stronger, because indirect evidence. We ought not to forget, that the tiative 
inhabitants of this very spot had indulged a peculiar hatred against the 
finglish name, on account of the perfidiouv conduct, twenty years before, of 
Hontt in kidnapping twenty of their tribe, whom he transported for sale in 
Spain. See the narrative hi most of the books on the earlier aiTairs of Ameri* 
ca, from Purchas to Holmes. The invaluable Work of the latter annalist 
<faotes 1. Mather, tub an. 167&, to prove that Christian Mood hfid not been 
fhed in hoftility, before that tise, m Massacbiuetti, 
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- lOber, 10.] The ship Rebecka, about sixty tons, came from 
Connecticut, and brought in her about seventy men and wo- 
men, which came down to the river's mouth to meet the barks, 
which should have brought their provisbns ; but, not meeting 
them, they went aboard the Rebecka, which, two days before, 
was frozen twenty tniles up the river, bjut a small rain falling 
set her free ; but coming out, she ran on ground at the moutb 
of the river, and was forced to unlade. They came to Massa* 
chusetts in five days, which was a great mercy of God, for 
otherwise they had all perished with famine, as some did* 

While the Rebecka lay there, the Dutch sent a ||sbopH to 
take possession of the mouth of the river ; but our men gate 
two pieces on shwe, and would not suffer them to land. 

The 2d and 3d of this month fell a snow about knee deep^ 
with much wind from the N. and N. E*"^ 

Mr. ^Norton, a §odly man, and a preacher in England, 
coming with his family to the Massachusetts, the ship, wherein 
he was, was by contrary winds put into Plimouth, where he 
continued preaching to them all the winter ; and although Mrw 
Smith, their pastor, gave over his place, that he might have it, 
and the church used him with all respect, and large offers, &c* 
yet he left them and came to Massachusetts, alleging that his 
spirit could not close with them, &c. 

[Large blank.} 

11 mo. January.] The covernour anti assistants met at 
Boston to consider about Mr. Williams, for that they wer^ 
credibly informed, that, notwithstanding the injunction laid 
upon him (upon the liberty granted hfim to stay till the spring) 
not to go about to draw others to his opinions, he did use to en- 
tertain company in his bouse, and to preach to them, even of 
such points as he had been censured for j and it was agreed to 
send him into England by a ship then ready to depart. The 
reason was, because he had drawn above twenty persons to his 
opinion, and they were intended to erect a plantation about 
the Naragansett bay, from whence the infection would easily 
Spread into these churches, (the people being, many of them, 
much taken with the apprehension of his godliness.) Whereupon 

ll'hipll: 

I Snch depth of snow, at so early a season, though common enough in the 
interiour, among the hills, has not been known on the seacoast for many yeani» 

3 The history of church and state affords abundant materials for a biography 
of Jc^n Norton, one of the most learned divines that came early to our 
country, and it has been compiled by Dr. £3iQt with moie than nsual felicity. 
Mather and EmersQ^ ape more copious. 
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a warrant was sent to him to come presently to Boston, to be 
shipped, &G. He returned answer, (and divers of Salem came 
witn it,) that he could not come without hazard of his life, &c« 
Whereupon a pinnace ivas sent with commission to Capt. 
Underhill, &c. to apprehend him, and carry him aboard the 
ship, (which then rode at Natascutt 5) but, when they came at 
his house, they fotmd he had been gone three days before ; 
but whither they could not learn.^ 

He had so far prevailed at Salem, as many there (especially 
of devout women) did embrace his opinions, and separated 
from the churches, for this cause, that some of their members, 
going into England, did hear the ministers there, and when 
they came home the churches here held communion with 
them. 

This month one went by land to Connecticut, and returfted* 
safe.^ 

Mr. Hugh Peter went from place to place labouring, both 
publickly and privately, to raise up men to a publick frame of 
spirit, and so prevailed, as he procured a good sum of money 
to be raised to set on foot the fishing business, to the value of 
[blank,] and wrote into England to raise as much more. The 
intent was to set up a magazine of all provisions and other 
necessaries for fishing, that men might have things at hand, and 
for reasonable prices; whereas now the merchants and seamen 
took advantage to sell at most excessive rates, (in many things 
two for one, &c.) 

Mr. Batchellor of Sagus was convented before the magis-^ 
trates. The cause was, for that, coming out of England with a 
small body of six or seven persons, and having since received 
in many more at Sagus, and contention growing between him 
and the greatest part of his church, (who had, with the rest, re- 
ceived him for theif pastor,) he desired dismission for himself 
and his first members, which being granted, upon sappositioiv 
that he would leave the town, (as he had given out,^) he with 
the. said six or seven persons presently ||renewed|| their old 
|pcovenant,|| intending to raise another church in Sagus ; whereat 
the Ipmostll and chief of the town being oiTended, for that it 
would cross their intentions of calling Mr. Peter or some other 
minister, they complained to the magistrates, who, foreseeing 
llremovedll ||^covert|| ||3rest|| 

1 Abundant cause for rejoicing at the failure of this tyrannical order, bjr 
which the services of Williams would have been transferred to England, i*^ 
found in the progress of the life of the founder of Providence. 

3 If it be intended by the author to mention this as matter of felicitation,, 
it probably was because the journey was performed alone. 
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the distraction which was like to come by this course^ had 
forbidden him to proceed in any such church way^ until the 
cause were considered by the other ministers, &c. But he 
refused to desist. Whereupon they sent for him, and upon his 
delay, day after day, the marshal was sent to fetch him« Upon 
bis appearance and submission, and promise to remove out of 
the town within three months, he was discharged* 

18.] Mr. Vane and Mr. Peter, finding some distraction in 
the commonwealth, arising from some difference in judgment, 
and withal some alienation of affection among the magistrates 
and some other persons of quality, and that hereby factions 
began to grow among the people, some adhering more to the 
old governour, Mr. Winthrop, amd others to the late governour^ 
Mr. Dudley, — the former carrying matters with more lenity, and 
the latter with more severity, — they procured a meeting, at Bos- 
ton,* of the governour, deputy, Mr. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Wil- 
son, and there was present Mr. Wintfarop, Mr. Dudley and them- 
selves ; where, after the Lord had been sought, Mr.Vane declar- 
ed the occasion of this meeting, (as is before noted,) and the fruit 
aimed at^ viz. a more firm and friendly uniting of minds, &c« 
especially of the said Mr. Dudley and Mr. Winthrop, as those 
upon whom the weight of the affairs did lie, &c. and therefore 
desired all present to take up a resolution to deal freely and 
openly with the parties, and they each with other, that nothing 
might be left in their breasts, which might break out to any jar 
or difference hereafter, (which they promised to do.) Then 
Mr« Winthrop spake to this effect : that when it pleased Mr. 
Vane to acquaint him with what he had observed, of the dis^ 
positions of men^s minds inclining to the said faction, &c. it 
was very strange to him, professing solemnly that he knew not 
of any breach between his brother Dudley and himself, since 
they were reconciled lon^ since, neither . did he suspect any 
alienation of affection in him or others from himself, save that, 
of late, he had observed, that some new comers had estranged 
themselves from him, since they went to dwell at Newtown } 
and so desired all the company, that, if they had seen any 
thing amiss in his government or otherwise, they would deal 
freely and faithfully with him, and for his part he promised 
to take it in good part, and would endeavour, by God's 

S'ace, to amend it. Then Mr. Dudley spake to this effect : 
at for his part he came thither a mere patient, not with 
any intent to charge his brother Winthrop with any thing; 
for though there had been formerly some differences and 
breaches between them, yet they had been healed, and, for 
his part, he was not willing to renew them again ; and so lefl 

S3 VOL. I. 
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it to others to utter their own complaints. Whereupon the 
govcrnour, Mr. Haynes, spake to this effect : that Mr. Win- 
throp and himself had been always in good terms, &c. ; there- 
fore he was loath to give any offence to him, and he hoped 
that, considering what the end of this meeting was, he would 
take it in good part, if he did deal openly and freely, as 
his manner ever was. Then he spake of one or two pas- 
sages, wherein he conceived, that [he] dealt too remissly in 
point of justice; to which Mr. Winthrop answered, that his 
speeches and carriage had been in part mistaken ; but withal 
professed, that it was his judgment, that, in the infancy of 
plantations, justice should be administered with more lenity 
than in a settled state, because people were then more apt to 
transgress, partly of ignorance of new laws and orders, part- 
ly through oppression of business and other straits ; but, if 
it might be made clear to him, that it was an errour, he 
would be ready to take up a stricter course. Then the minis- 
ters were desired to consider * of the question by the next 
morning, and to set down a rule in the case. The next 
morning they delivered their several reasons, which all ||sorl- 
ed|| to this conclusion, that strict discipline, both in criminal 
offences and in martial affairs, was more needful in planta- 
tions than in a settled state, as tending to the honour and 
safety of the gospel. Whereupon Mr. Winthrop acknowledg- 
ed, that he was convinced that he had failed in over much 
lenity and remissness, and would endeavour (by God's as- 
sistance) to take a more strict course hereafter. Whereupon 
there was a renewal of love amongst them, and articles drawn 
to this effect: 

1. That there should be more strictness used in civil go- 
vernment and military discipline. 

2. That the magistrates should (as far as might be) ripen 
their consultations beforehand, that their vote in publick, 
might bear (as the voice of God.) 

3. That, in meetings out of court, the magistrates should 
not discuss the business of parties in their presence, nor de- 
liver their opinions, &c. 

4. That trivial things, &c. should be |pended|| in towns, &c. 

5. If differences fall out among them in publick meetings, 
they shall observe these rules: 

1. Not to touch any person differing, but speak to the 
cause. 

2. To express their difference in all modesty and due re- 
spect to the court and such as differ, &c. 

||«erved|| l|2ordered|| 
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3. Or to propouDd their diflference by way of question. 

4. Or to desire a deferring of the cause to further time. 

5. After sentence, (if all have agreed,) none shall intimate 
his dislike privately ; or, if one dissent, he shall sit down, with- 
out showing any further distaste, publickly or privately, 

6. The magistrates shall be more familiar and open each 
to other, and more frequent in visitations, and shall, in tender^ 
ness and love, admonish oae another, (without reserving any 
secret grudge,) and shall avoid all jealousies and suspicions, 
each seeking the honour of another, and all, of the court, not 
opening the nakedness of one another to private persons; in all 
things seeking the safety and credit of the gospel. 

7. To honour the governour in submitting to him the ipam 
direction and ordering the business of the court. 

8. One assistant shall not seem to gratify any man in undo- 
ing or crossing another^s proceedings, without due advice with 
him. 

9. They shall grace and strengthen their under officers in 
their places, &c. 

10. All contempts against the court, or any of the magis* 
trates, shall be specially noted and punished ; and the magis- 
trates shall appear more solemnly in publick, with attendance, 
apparel, and open notice of their entrance into the court,^ 

[Very Iwge blank.] 
Mo. 12. 1.] Mr. Shepherd, a godly minister, come lately 
out of England, and divers other good Christians, intending to 
raise a ^church body, came and acquainted the magistrates 
therewith, who gave their approbation. They also sent to all 
the neighbouring churches for their elders to give their assist- 



1 Though several pripciples of sound policy were establishecl, the general 
result of this conference must, I think, be regretted. When the administra- 
tion of Winthrop was iftipeached by Gov. Haynes for too great lenity, it 
seems natural that such severe tempers as Dudley, and Vane, and Peter, 
should unite ip the attack ; and as the rest of the clergy probably agreed with 
their ardent brother Peter, the maxims of the first governour of the colony 
would be overruled ; but when their united influence was strong enough to 
compel him to acknowledge his rembsness in discipline, we are bound, as in 
our early history we often are, to lament the undue dictation of the church. 
It should be remembered, that Haynes and Hooker were, at this very time, 
preparing to establish themselves as the Moses and Aaron of a new plantation ; 
and they might decently have left Massachusetts to be governed by rules, 
which, thpugh not always observed, bad been found beneficial by the earlier 
inhabitants. 

2 As the former church preferred to remove to Connecticut in its corpo- 
rate state, a new church was gathered, of necessity, in their place at New- 
town. The same formality, it will be seen, was followed at Dorchester. 
Yet 1 cannot doubt, that several old members of both remained. 
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fince, at a certain day, at Newtown, when they should constU 
tute their body. Accordingly, at this day, there met a great 
assembly, where the proceeding was as followeth: 

Mr. Shepherd and two others (who were after to be chosen 
to office) sate together in the elder^s seat. Then the elder of 
them began with prayer. After this, Mr. Shepherd prayed 
with deep confession of sin, &c. and exercised out of Eph. v. 
-—that he mieht make it to himself a holy, &c. ; and also opened 
the cause of their meeting, &c. Then the elder desired to 
know of the churches assembled, what number were needful to 
make a church, and how they ought to proceed in this action. 
Whereupon some of the ancient ministers, conferring shortly 
together, gave answer : That the scripture did not set down 
any certain rule for the number. Three (they thought) were too 
few, because by Matt, xviii. an appeal was allowed from three ; 
but that seven might be a fit number. And, for their proceeding, 
they advised, that such as were to join should make confession 
of their faith, and declare what work of grace the Lord had 
wrought in them ; which accordingly they did, Mr. Shepherd 
first, then four others, then the elder, and one who was to be 
deacon, (who had also prayed,) and another member. Then the 
covenant was read, and they all gave a solemn assent to it. 
Then the elder desired of the churches, that, if they did ap- 
prove them to be a church, they would give them the right 
hand of fellowship. Whereupon Mr. Cotton, (upon short 
speech with some others near him,) in the name of their 
cnurches, gave his hand to the elder, with a short speech of 
their assent, and desired the peace of the ||Lord Jesus|| to be 
with them. Then Mr. Shepherd made an exhortation to the 
rest of his body, about the nature of their covenant, and to 
stand firm to it, and commended them, to the Lord in a most 
heavenly prayeri Then the elder told the assembly, that 
they were intended to choose Mr. Shepherd for their pastor, 
(by the name of the brother who had exercised,) and desired 
the churches, that, if they had any thing to except against him, 
they would impart it to them before the day of ordination. 
Then he gave the churches thanks for their assistance, and so 
left them to the Lord. 

At the last general court it was referred to the military com- 
missioners to appoint colours for |pevery|| companv ; who did 
accordingly, and left out the cross in aU of them,* appointing 

||Lord^s presencejl ' ||9each|| 

t When the parliament, in arms against the kmg, continued the use of thif 
idolatrous emblem, by order of our court, in a few years, the red cross waf 
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the king^s arms to be put into that of Castle Island, and Boston 
to be the first company. 

[Large blank.] 

3.] Mr. John Maverick, teacher of the church of Dorches- 
ter, died, being near sixty years of age. He was a [blank] 
man of a very humble spirit, and faithful in furthering the work 
of the Lord here, both in the churches and civil state. 

24.] Mr. Winslow of Plimouth came to treat with those of 
Dorchester about their land at Connecticut, which they had 
taken from them. It being doubtful whether that place ||were|| 
within our patent or not, the Plimouth men, about three years 
since, had treaty with us about joining in erecting a planta- 
tion and trade there. We thought not fit to do any thing 
then, but gave them leave to go on. Whereupon they bought 
a portion of land of the Indians, and built a house there, and 
the Dorchester men (without their leave) were now setting 
down their town in the same place ; but, after, they desired to 
agree with them ; for which end Mr. |pWinslow|| came to treat 
with them, and demanded one sixteenth part of their lands, 
and £100, which those of Dorchester not consenting unto, they 
brake ofi*, those of Plimouth expecting to have due recom- 
pense after, by course of justice, if they went on. But di- 
vers resolved to quit the place, if they could not agree with 
those of Plimouth.^ 

[Large blank.] 

25.] The 'distractions about the churches of Salem and 
Sagus, and the removal of other churches, and the great scar- 
city of corn, &c. occasioned a general fast to [be] proclaimed, 
which, because the court was not at hand, was moved by the 
elders of the churches, and assented unto by the ministers. 
The church of Boston renewed their covenant this day, and 
made a large explanation of that which they had first entered 
into, and acknowledged such failings as had fallen out, &c. 

Mo. 1.8.] A man's servant in Boston, having stolen from 
his master, and being threatened to be brought before the 
magistrates, went and hanged himself. Herein three thingg 
Ipwerell observable : 1. That he was a very profane fellow, 
given to cursing, &c. and did use to [go] out of the assembly, 
||was|| ■ l|SWilson|| ||3are|| 

restored, ^' till the state of England shall alter the same, which we much de- 
sire.^^ Hazard, I. 554. I suppose the desire abated as the rojal cause was 
depressed ; for the banner was the game of the godly and the malignants. 

1 Some reasonable satisfaction to the Plimouth people, as we learn from 
Trumbull, I. 66, flowed from thU high sense of equity. 
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upon the Lord's day, to rob his master. S. The manner of 
his death, being witn a small codline, and his knees touching 
the floor of the chamber, and one coming in when he was 
scarce dead, (who was a maid, and while she went to call out, 
&c. he was past recovery.) 3. His discontent, arising from 
the long time he was to serve his master, (though he were well 
used.) The same day came a letter from his father, out of the 
Bermuda, with money to buy out his time, &c. 

The Rebecka came from Bermuda with thirty thousand 
weight of potatoes, and store of oranges and ||limes,|| which 
were a great relief to our people ; but their corn was sold to 
the West Indies three months before. Potatoes were bought 
there for two shillings and eight pence §the bushel,§ and sold 
here for two pence the pound.^ 

11.1 Some occasions of difference had fallen out between 
the church of Charlton and Mr. James, their pastor. The 
teacher, Mr. Simmes, and the most of the brethren, had taken 
offence at divers speeches of his, (he being a very melancholick 
man, and full of causeless jealousies, &c.) for which they had 
dealt with him, both privately and publickly ; but, receiving no 
satisfaction, they wrote to all the neighbouring churches for their 
advice and help in the case, who, sending chosen men, (most 
elders,) they met there this day, and finding the pastor very 
faulty, yet because they had not proceeded with him in a due 
order, — for of the two witnesses produced, one was the accuser, 
— ^they advised, that, if they could not comfortably close, himself 
and such as stood on his part, (if they would,) should desire 
dismission, which should be granted them, for avoiding ex- 
tremities ; but if he persisted, &c. the church should cast him 
out. 

30.] Mr. Allerton returned in his pinnace from the French 
at Penobscott. His bark was cast upon an island, and beat 
out her keel, and so lay ten days ; yet he gate help from Per 
maquid, and mended her, and brought her home. 

Mr. Wither, in a vessel of fifty tons, going to Virginia, was 
cast away upon Long Island with a W. N. W. wind. The 
company (being about thirty) were, most of them, very profane 
persons, and in their voyage did much reproach our colonv, 
vowing they would hang, drown, or, &c. before they would 
come hither again. Seven were drowned in landing; some 
gate in a sc all boat to the Dutch plantation ; two were killed 
by the Indians, who took all such goods as they left on shore, 

I [lemons 1 1 



JL For BO. small a vessel, this was a very good adventure. 
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Those who escaped, went towards Virginia in a Dutch bark, 
and were never heard of after ; but were thought to be wreck- 
ed, by some Dutch pails, &c. which were found by the Indians 
thereabout. 

Mo. 2. 1.] Mr. ^Mather and others, of Dorchester, intend- 
ing to begin a new church there, (a great part of the old one 
being gone to Connecticut,) desired the approbation of the 
other churches and of the magistrates ; and, accordingly, they 
. assembled this day, and, after some of them had given proof 
of their gifts, they made confession of their faith, which was 
approved of ; but proceeding to manifest the work of God's 



1 This was the father of Increase Mather, president of Harvard College, 
who was father of the more celebrated Cotton Mather, a name that will for- 
ever be perpetuated, while the strange contents of the Magnalia, in which 
are equally striking his voracious appetite and ill digestion of learning, ex- 
cites the curiosity of antiquaries. Of all three sufficient accounts will be 
found in the Biographical Dictionary of Allen, and better still in that of 
Eliot. Three other sons of Richard, the gentleman named in our text, were 
clergymen, and are mentioned in these works, as is also a great grandson, 
who was a minister in Boston ; but on them Allen is more minute than Eliot. 
Richard and his wife, Katharine, were received into Boston church 25 Octo- 
ber preceding. He married, in his old age, the widow of the great Cotton, 
and his son, Increase, married a daughter, whence the tiuthor of the Magnalia 
obtained his name of baptism. From the Records of Dorchester First Church 
I extract this notice : 

'* Richard Mather. Jinagram^ A third Charmer. 

Third in J^eW England^s Dorchester 
Was this ordained minister; 
Second to none for fniitfulness, 
,. Ability and usefulness. 

Divine his charms, years seven times seven, 
Wise to win souls from earth to heaven. 
Prophets rewards he gains above. 
But great^s our loss by his remove. 

Epitaph* 

Sacred to God, his servant Richard Mather; 

Sons like him, good and great, did call him father. 

Hard to discern a difference in degree 

^Twixt his bright learning and high piety. 

Short time his sleeping dust lies covered down ; 

So canH his soul, or bis deserved renown. 

From^s birth six lustres and a jubilee 

To his repose ; but laboured hard in thee, 

O Dorchester, four more than thirty years. 

His sacred dust with thee tfiine honour rears. 

Obiit April 22, 1669." 
Other lines, of equal value, may be seen in Johnson, lib. I. c. 32. 
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grace in themselves, the churches, by their elders, and the 
magistrates^ &c. thought them not meet, at present, to be the 
foundation of a church ; and thereupon they were content to 
forbear to join till further consideration. The reason was, for 
that most of them (Mr. Mather and one more excepted) had 
||builded|| their comfort of salvation upon unsound grounds, viz. 
some upon dreams and ravishes of spirit by fits; others 
upon the reformation of their lives ; others upon duties and 
performances, &c. ; wherein they discovered three specialer- 
rours : 1. That they bad not come to hate sin, because it was 
filthy, but only left it, because it was hurtful. 2. That, by 
reason of this, they had never truly closed with Christ, (or 
rather Christ with them,) but had made use of him only to 
help the imperfection of their sanctification and duties, and not 
made him their sanctification, wisdom, &c. 3. They expected 
to believe by some power of their own, and not only and 
wholly from Christ. 

Those of Dorchester, who had removed their cattle to Con- 
necticut before winter, lost the greatest part of them this win- 
ter ; yet some, which came late, and could not be put over the 
river, lived very well all the winter without any hay. The 
people also were^ put to great straits for want of provisions. 
They eat acorns, and malt, and grains. They lost near £2000 
worth of cattle. 

7.] At a general court it was ordered, that a certain num- 
ber of the magistrates should be chosen for life ;* (the reason 
was, for that it was showed from the word of God, &c. that the 
principal magistrates ought to be for life.) Accordingly, the 
25th of the 3d mo. John Winthrop and Thomas Dudley were * 
chosen to this place, and Henry Vane, by his place of gover- 
nour, was president of this council for his year.^ It was like- 
wise ordered, that quarter courts should be kept in several 
places for ease of the people, and, in regard of the |pscarcity|l 

||burdened|| |Pstreights[| 



1 Only three years did this council for life subsist. The occasion of the 
establishment failed with the increase of the troubles in England ; and though 
the word of Ood showed its propriety, jealousy was caused against the body 
of the magistrates, who easily avoided the unpopularity. See Hubbard, 244, 
who, however, copied but partially the account furnished by our author of 
the proceedings of the 4?ourt in May, 1639. The object of this change in the 
constitution, I discover, not in the holy scriptures, but in Cotton's epistle to 
Lord Say. It was, to tempt over here some of the peers, and other leading 
men, who might expect at home, in due season, to be raised to the upper 
house, by assuring th«m of an equal tenure of power on this side of the ocean. 

^ This sentence is in Winthrop^s margin. 
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of victuals, the remote towns should send their votes by proxy* 
to the court of elections ; and that no church, &c. should be 
allowed, &C4 that was gathered without consent of the churches 
and the magistrates. 
Mr. ^Benjamin^s house burnt^and£lOO in goods lost. 
1 2.] The Charity of Dartmouth, of one hundred and twen- 
ty tons, arrived here laden with provisions* She came in 
with a strong N. W* wind, and was in great danger to have 
been lost between Allerton Point and Natascott; but the Lord^ 
in mercy to his people, delivered her, after she had struck 
twice, and upon the ||ebb.|| Mr. Peter bought all the provisions 
at fifty in the hundred,® (which saved the country £200,) and 
distributed them to all the towns, as each town needed. 
#^ The church of Salem was still infected with Mr* Williams 
his opinions, so as most of them held it unlawful to hear in the 
ordinary assemblies in England, because their foundation was 
antichristian, and we should^ by hearing, hold communion with 
them ; and some went so far as they were ready to separate 
from the church upon it. Whereupon the church sent two 
brethren, and a letter, to the elders of the other churches, for 
their advice in three points : 1. Whether (for satisfying the 
weak) they might promise not to hear in England any false 

yciiflfii 

1 It should be remembered, that the general court, for choice of govemour 
and assistants, had formerly consisted of the whole body of the freemen of 
the jurisdiction assembled at one place, but that proxies were directed at 
the court in March preceding to be now received, as the Records show : ^^ It 
is ordered, that the general court, to be holden in May next, for election of 
magistrates, &c. shall be holden at Boston, and that the towns of Ipswich, 
Newbury, Salem, Sagus, Weymouth and Hingham, shall have liberty to stay 
so many of their freemen at home, for the safety of their towns, as they judge 
needful ; and that the said freemen, that are appointed by the town to stay at 
home, shallliave liberty, for this court, to send their voices by proxy .^^ 

. Another order, immediately following, is worth transcription : ^^ Also it is 
agreed, that all other towns that are nearer shall send ten of their memben 
out of each town to the said court, completely armed with muskets, swords, 
shots, &c.^' 

2 Of this person, who, from the title given him by Winthrop, and the 
amount of his loss by the casualty, was, we may be certain, of some conside- 
ration in the colony, I have no other information, but that he was admitted 
free of the company, 6 November, 1632, lived at Watertown, and died in 

*• June, 1645. His will, made in that month, and proved in the next, is in our 
first volume of Probate Records, and the inventory in the second. The 
eldest son is named John, after his father, I presume the second or third 
i;eneration removed to Norwich, Connecticut, or its neighbourhood, and 
perhaps the alderman of that name, in this city, may be a descendant. 

3 I suppose fifty per cent, advance is meant. A letter, in the Appendix to 
this volume, from our author to his son, John, of 26 of thif month, takes no- 
$ce of this purchase, and the amoant of provisions. 

24 VOL. I. 



186 JOHN HAYNES. [1636. 

church. This was rot thought safe, because then they would 
draw them to the like towards the other churches here, who 
were all of opinion that it was lawful, and that hearing was not 
Ijchurchll communion. 2. If they were not better, to grant 
them dismission to be a church by themselves. This was also 
opposed, for that it was not a remedy of God's ordering; . 
neither would the magistrates allow them to be a church, being 
but three men and eight women ; and besides it were danger- 
ous to raise churches upon such grounds. 3. Whether they , 
ou^ht.thea to excommunicate them, if they did withdraw, &;c. 
This was granted, yet, withal, that if they did not withdraw or 
run into contempt, they ought, in these matters of difference of 
opinion in things not fundamental nor scandalous, &c. to bear 
each with other. 

[Very large blank.] 

Mo. 3. 15.] Mr. Peter, preaching at Boston, made an earn- 
est request to the church for [blank] things : 1. That they 
would spare their teacher, Mr. Cotton, for a time, that he 
might go through the Bible, and rajse marginal notes upon all 
the knotty places of the scriptures. 2. T^at a new book of 
Ipmartyrsjl might be made, to begin where the other had left. 
3. That a form of church government might be drawn accord- 
ing to the scriptures. 4. That they would take order for em- 
ployment bf people, (especially women and children, in the win- 
ter time ;) for he feared that idleness would be the |pruin|| both 
of church and commonwealth. 

Here arrived a ship, called the St. Patrick, belonging to Sir 
Thomas ^Wentworth, deputy of Ireland, one Palmer master. 
When she came near Castle Island, the lieutenant of the fort 
went aboard her, and made her strike h6r flag, which the mas- 
ter took as a great injury, and complained ojf it to the magis- 
trates, who, calling the lieutenant before them, heard the cause, 
and declared to the master, that he had no commission so to do. 
And because he had made them strike to the fort, (which had 
then no colours ||*abroad||,) they tendered the master such satis- 
faction as he desired, which was only this, that the lieutenant, 
aboard their ship, should acknowledge hii^ errour, that so all the 
ship's company might receive satisfaction, lest the lord deputy 
should have been informed, that we had offered that discourtesy 
to his ship, which we had never offered to any before. 

Ilholdingll ll^blankll ||3vice|| ||4aboard|| 

1 This friend of New England was afterwards the great Earl of Strafford, 
with whose labours the king was better pleased than the commons. He ex- 
piated his unpopularity on the scaffold ; and the success of the unconstitu- 
tional means employed for his destruction, ga?e encouragement to the illegal 
proceedings against bis master. 
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26.] Henry Vane, Esq. before mentioned, was chosen ffover- 
nour ; and, because he was son and heir to a privy counseTlor in 
England, the ships congratulated his election with a volley of 
great shot. The next week he invited all the masters (there 
were then fifteen great ships, &c.) to dinner. After they had 
dined, he propounded three things to them : 1. That all ships^ 
which should come after this year, should come to an anchor 
before they came at the fort, except they did send their boat be- 
fore, and did satisfy the commander that they were friends. 
2. That, before they offered any goods to sale, they would de- 
liver an invoice, &c. and give the governour, &c. twenty-four * 
hours' liberty to refuse, &c. 3. That their nien might not stay 
on, shore (except upon necessary business) after sunset. — These 
things they all wilhngly condescended unto. ' 
' 31.] Mr. Hooker, pastor of the, church of Newtown, and 
the ||raost|| of his congregation, went to Connecticut. His wife 
was carried in a horse litter ; and they drove one hundred and 
sixty cattle, and fed of their milk by the way. 

The.last winter Capt. Mason died. He was the chief mover 
in all attempts against us, and was to have sent the general go- 
vernour, and for this end was providing shipping ; but the Lord, 
in mercy, taking him away, all the business fell on sleep, so as 
ships came and brought what and whom they would, without 
any question or controul.* 

Divers of the ships this spring, both out of the Downs and 
from Holland, came in five weeks ; and Mr. Ball his ship went 
from hence to England the 16th of January, and saw land there 
in eighteen days. 

One Miller, master's mate in the Hector, spake to some of 
our people aboard his ship, that, because we had not the king's 
colours at our fort, we were all traitors and |prebels,|t &c. The 
governour sent for the master, Mr. Feme, and acquainted him 
with it, who promised to deliver him to us. Whereupon we 
||rest|| ||3robber8|| 

1 We must always be careful to distinguish between the opinions and the 
principles of our fathers. The spirit of the age, in which religions contro- 
versy had borne or was bearing all its evil fruits, was not a spirit of charity ; 
and the judgment of heaven was, by each party, perpetually invoked against 
th^ other. In the wilderness the errour increased, but it increased faster at 
home ; and, much as we regret the fanaticism of the two first ages of New 
Kngland, the examples of its baleful influence are more numerous and more 
shocking, though for a shorter season, in the native land of our ancestors. 
The disaster of Mason will be mentioned hereafter in more detail. Perhaps 
his dying declaration, of good will to our country, prevented a heavier con- 
demnation at the tribunal of oor author, as it has and will do in the judgment 
of later times. 
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sent the marshal and four serjeants to the ship for him, but the 
master not being aboard, they would not deliver hiin ; where- 
upon the master went himself and brought him to the court, 
and, the words beins proved against him by two witnesses, he 
was committed. The next day the master, to pacify his men, 
who were in a great tumult, requested he might be delivered to 
him, and did undertake to bring him before us again the day 
after, which was granted him, and he brought him to us at the 
time appointed. Then, in the presence of all the rest of the 
masters, he acknowledged his offence, and set his hand to a 
submission,* and was discharged. Then the governour desir- 
ed the masters, that they would deal freely, ^nd tell us, if they 
did take any offence, and what they required of us. They an- 
swered, that, in regard they should be examined upon their 
return, what colours they saw here, they did desire that the 
king^s colours might be ||spread|| at our fort. It was answered, 
that we had not the king^s colours. Thereupon two of them 
did offer them freely to us. We replied, that for our part we 
were fully persuaded, that the cross in the ensign was idola- 
trous, and therefore might not set it in our ensign ; but, be- 
cause the fort was the king^s, and maintained in his name, 
we thought that his own colours might be ||^spread|| there. So 
the governour accepted the colours of Capt. Palmer, and 
promised they should be set up at Castle Island. We had 
conferred over night with Mr. Cotton, &c. about the point. 
The governour, and Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Cotton, were of opin- 
ion, that they might be set up at the fort upon this distinction, 
||8uspended|| ||38U8pended|| 

1 ir we should infer, from the language of this submission, that it vras pre- 
pared by some friendly hand, we may still derive, from the incident, strong 
illustration of the regular discipline or severe police maintained by our 
fathers over the most refractory persons. I find it in Col. Rec. 1. 179: 
^^ Whereas I, Thomas Millerd, have given out most false and reproachful 
speeches against his majesty's loyal and faithful subjects, dwelling in the 
Massachusetts Bay in America, spying that they were fUl traitors and rebels, 
and that I would affirm so much before the governour himself, which ex- 
pressions I do confess (and so desire may be conceived) did proceed from the 
rashness and distemper of my own brain, without any just ground or cause so 
to think or speak, for which my unworthy and sinful carriage being called in 
question, 1 do justly stand committed,-<r.my humble request therefore is, that, 
upon this my full and ingenuous recantation of this my gross failing, it would! 
please the governour and the rest of the assistants to accept of this my 
humble submission, to pass by my fault, and to dismiss me from further 
trouble ; and this my free and voluntary confession I subscribe with my hand 
this 0th June, 1636. Thomas Millerd.^' A new scribe appears in the 
Records for one or two pages preceding this, and the change of the culprits 
name might be charged to him as fairly as to our author. But in another 
pa|;e he has given it like Winthrop. 
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that it was maintained in the king's name. ^Others, not being 
so persuaded, answered, that the governour and Mr. Dudley, 
being two of the council, and being persuaded of the lawful- 
ness, &c. might use their power to set them up. Some others, 
being not so persuaded, could not join in the act, yet would 
not oppose, as being doubtful, &c. 

Mo. 5. 9.] The governour, &c. went to Salem. 

Many ships lying ready at Natascott to set sail, Mr. Peter 
went down and preached aboard the Hector, and the ships go- 
ing forth met with an east wind, which put them in again ; 
whereupon he stayed and kept the sabbath with them. 

5.] Mr. Buckly • and Mr. Jones, two English ministers, ap- 
pointed this day to gather a church at Newtown, to settle at 
ConcT)rd. They sent word, three days before, to the gover- 
nour and deputy, to desire their presence ; but they took it in 
ill part, ana thought not fit to go, because they had not come 
to them before, §{as they ought to have done, and as others 
had done before,)§ to acquaint them with their purpose. 
[Very large blank.] 

§Mr. Winthrop, jun. gave £5 towards the building of the 
meeting-house at Charlton. I sent it by James Brown.§ 

20.] John Gallop, with one man more, and two little boys, 
coming from Connecticut in a bark of twenty tons, intending 
to put in at Long Island to trade, and being ||at|| the mouth of 
the harbour, |pwere|| forced, by a sudden change of the wind, to 
bear up for Block Island or Fisher's Island, lying before 
Naragansett, where they espied a small pinnace, which, draw- 
ing near unto, they found to be Mr. Oldham's (an old planter, 
and a member of Watertown congregation, who had been 
long out a-trading, having with him only two English boys, 
and two Indians of Naragansett.) So they hailed |phim,|| but 
had no answer ; and the deck was full of Indians, (fourteen in 
all,) and a canoe was gone from her full of Indians and goods. 
Whereupon they suspected they had killed John Oldham, and 
the rather, because the Indians let slip and set up sail, being 
two miles from shore, and the wind and tide being off the 
shore of the island, whereby they drove towards the main at 
Naragansett. Whereupon they went ahead of them, and 
having but two pieces and two pistols, and nothing but duck 
shot, they bear up near the Indians, (who stood ready armed 
with guns, pikes and swords,) and let fly among them, and so 
||near|| ||3wa8|| ||3them|| 

1 Among these others, I am sorry to obserre, was Winthrop biinself. See 
Addenda. 
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galled them ||as|| they all gate under hatches. Then they 
stood off again, and returning with a good gale, they stemmed 
her upon the quarter and almost overset her, which so frighted 
the Indians, as six of them leaped overboard and were drown- 
ed. Yet they durst not board her, but stood off again, and 
fitted their anchor, so as, stemming her the second time, they 
bored her |pbow|| through with their anchor, and so sticking fast 
to her, they made divers shot through her, (being but inch 
board,) and so raked her fore and aft, as they must needs kill 
or hurt some of the Indians; but, seeing none of them come 
forth, they gate loose from her' and stood off again. Then four 
or five more of the Indians leaped into the sea, 9nd were like- 
wise drowned. So there being now but four left in her, they 
boarded her ; whereupon one Indian came up and yielded ; 
him they bound and put into hold. Then another yielded, whom 
they bound. But John Gallop, being well acquainted with their 
skill to untie themselves, if two of them |pbel| together, and 
having no place to keep them asunder, he threw him bound 
into [the] sea ; and, looking about, they found John Oldham . 
under an old seine, §stark naked,§ his head cleft to the brains, 
and his hand and legs cut as if they had been cutting them off, • 
and yet warm. So they put him into the sea ; but could not get 
to the other two Indians, who were in a little room underneath, 
with their swords. So they took the goods which were left, 
and the sails, &c. and towed the boat away ; but night coming 
on, and the wind rising, they were forced to turn her off, and 
the wind carried her to the Naragansett shore.^ 

26.] The two Indians, which were with Mr. Oldham, and 
one other, came from Canonicus, the chief sachem of Naragan- 
sett, with a letter from Mr. Williams to the governour, to certi- 
fy him what had befallen Mr. Oldham, and how grievously 
they were afflicted, and that Miantunnomoh was gope, with se^ 
venteen canoes and ||^two hundredjp men, to take revenge, &c. 
But, upon examination of the Indian who was brought ^prisoner 
||th&t|| ||8boom!| ||3were|| ||4twentj|| 

1 Prince, though usuallj accnrate in chronology to a proverb, in his intro- 
daotion to Mason's History of the Pequot war, printed at Boston, 1736, re- 
published in our 2 Hist. Coll. VIII. has, page 123, mad6 the murder of Old- 
ham a year earlier. 

i^ It would have been no bold exertion of conjectural criticism, to change 
the reading of the former edition in this place, since a fleet of seventeen sail, 
«ven of canoes, would, by twenty persons, be weakly manned for warlike re- 
lenge ; but I assure the reader the MS. is plain. 

3 He is, 1 presume, the one whom G^illop brought, the first taken, the next 
being thrown overboard. 
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to us, we found that all the sachems of the Narajga n^etty except 
Canonicus and Miantunnomoh, were the conlrivers of Mr. Old- 
ham's death ; and the occasion was, because he went to make 
t)eace, and trade with the Pekods last year, as is before re- 
ated. The prisoner said also, that Mr. Oldham's two Indians 
were acquainted with it ; but, because they were sent as mes- 
sen]gers from Canonicus, we would not imprison them. But 
the governour wrote back to Mr. Williams to let the Naragan- 
setts know, that we expected they should send us the two boys, 
and take revenge upon the islanders; and withal ^ave Mr. Wil- 
liams a caution to look to himself, if we should have occasion 
to make war upon the Naragansetts, for Block Island was un- 
der them. And the next day, 27, he wrote to Canonicus by 
one of those two Indians, and that he had suspicion of him, &c. 
yet he had sent him back, because he was a messenger, but did 
expect that, if he should send for the said two Indians, he 
should send them to us to clear themselves. 

30.] Mr. Oldham's two boys were sent home by one of 
Miantunnomoh his men, with a letter from Mr. Williams, signi- 
fying that Miantunnomoh had caused the sachem of Niantick to 
send to Block Island for them ; and that he had near one hun- 
dred fathom of wampom and other goods of Mr. Oldham's, 
which should be reserved for us ; and that three of the seven, 
which were drowned, were sachems; and one of the two, 
which were hired by the sachem of Niantick, was dead also. 
So we wrote back to have the rest of those, which were acces- 
sory, to be sent to us, and the rest of the goods, and that he 
should tell Canonicus and Miantunnomoh, that we held them in- 
nocent ; but that six other under-sachems were guilty, &c. 

Mo. 6. 3.] Samuel Maverick, who had been in Virginia 
near twelve months, now returned with two pinnaces, and 
brought some fourteen heifers, and about eighty goats, (having 
lost ||above|| twenty goats by the way.) One of his pinnaces 
was about forty tons, of cedar, built at |pBarbathes,|| and 
brought to Virginia by Capt. Powell, who there dying, she 
was sold for a small matter. There died in Virginia, (by 
his relation,) this last year, above eighteen hundred, and corn 
was there at twenty shillings the bushel, the most of the 
people having lived a great time of nothing but purslain, &c. 
It is very strange, what was related by him and many others, 
that, above sixty miles up James River, they dig nowhere 
but they find the ground full of oyster shells, and fishes' 
bones, &;c.; |Pyea,|| he afiirmed that he saw the bone of a 
whale taken out of the earth (where they digged for a well) 
eighteen feet deep. 

Ilaboutjl ||9blaDk|| ||3yetl| 
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>^ S.l Lieut. Ed\garrt ^flibhans, and John ^Hi gyinso iu. with 
Cutsnamekirii'THc sagamore of MassachuseUs, were sent to 
Canonicus, to treat with him about the marder of John Old- . 
ham. 1 3. They returned, being very well accepted, and good 
success in their business. They observed in the sachem much 
state, great command over his men, and marvellous wisdom in 
his answers and the carriage of the whole treaty, clearing him- 
self and his neighbours of the murd<er, and offering assistance 
for revenge of it, yet upon very safe and wary conditions.* 
\/ 25.] The governour and council, having lately assembled the 

rest of the magistrates and ministers, to advise with them about 
• doing justice upon the Indians for the death of Mr. Oldham, and 
all agreeing that it should be attempted with expedition, did 
this day send forth ninety men, distributed to four command- 
ers, — Capt. John Underbill, Capt. Nathaniel ^Turner, Ensign 
Jenyson, and Ensign Davenport ; and over them all, as general, 
John Endecott, Esq. one of the assistants, was sent. They 
were embarked in three pinnaces, and carried two shallops 
and two Indians with them. They had commission to put to 
death the men of Block Island,^ but to spare the women and ' 

1 Edward Gibbons is named with honour in Eliot^s, but not in Allen^s Dic- 
tionary. He was early admitted into the Boston church, b«»ing No. 1T3, and 
his piety was pirobably more approved, because be bad belonged to the irre- 
gular adventurers of Mount Wollaston. His name yery frequently occurs in 
this History. He was deputy, several years, for Boston, made major general 
of all our forces, and, in 1650, — not 1644, as Eliot has it, — attained to the high 
rank of being an assistant. Death closed his services 9 December, 1654. In 
our Probate Records, H. 147, the inventory of his estate shows a considera- 
ble fortune for those times, — j£535.6.7; yet the next information is of a 
special commission, resembling much those of our days, on account of its in- 
solvency. He had been too adventurous in the great undertakings of La 
Tour, and was, beside, unfortunate in trade. 

S Of this gentleman, who became afterwards a minister of high respecta- 
bility in his father^s place at Salem, and survived all of his generation in the 
pulpit, good accounts are furnished by Eliot and Allen. 

3 From the minuteness of his description of the Indian court, I think John- 
son must have accompanied these ambassadours. See book II. c. 6, of the 
Wonder-working Providence. 

4 He was representative, in the six first general courts, from Sagus or 
Lynn ; but we have not, except his disaster by fire, mentioned by our author 
under date of January, 1636 — ^7, any further account of him, than the 
present service with £ndecott 

^ 5 No degree of veneration for our fathers can lead to hesitation in coin- 
ciding with a remark I find in a copy of the first part of this History, formerly 
owned by Dr. Belknap, that these were ^^ sanguinary orders.^^ The num- 
bers on the island must have been so small, that it was not matter of necessi- 
ty ; and perhaps we may attribute the cmel direction chiefly to the limited 
knowledge of the new governour. 
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children, and to bring them away, and to take possession of the 
island ; ^4 frnr tKonr^o f^ go to the PprnT^*^** *^ demand the 
murderers of Capt. Stone and other English, and one thousand 
fathom of wampom for damages, &c* and some of their chil- 
dren ||as|| hostages, which if they should refuse, they were to 
obtain it by force. No man was impressed forjhi^jacnufie^^^ 
but aU, went voluntaries. 

26.] Miantunhomoh, sachem of Naragansett, sent a messen* t--^' 
ger to us, with a letter from Mr. Williams, to signify to us, that 
they had taken one of the Indians, who had broken prison and 
was escaped away, and had him safe for us, when we would 
send for him, (we had before sent to him |pto|| that end ;) and the 
other (being also of Block Island) he had sent away, (not 
knowing, as it seemed, that he had been our prisoner,) accord" 
ing to their promise, that they would not entertain any of that 
island, whicn should come to them. But we conceived it was 
rather in love to him ; for he had been his servant formerly. 

We sent for the two Indians. One was sent us ; the other was 
dead before the messengers came. 

A ship of one hundred and twenty tons was built at Mar* 
blehead, and called the Desire.^ 

7ber, 8.] At a general court, a levy was made of £1200 
to pay the country's debts.* 

The trade of beaver and wampom was to be farmed, and 
all others restrained from trading* 

Hforll IPforll ^^ 

1 Being (urnished with the original bill of particulars for part of the outfits 
of this ship, signed William Peirse, I transcribe it : ^^ The ship Desire, or the 
owners thereof, are debited to account of the bark Warwick, or her owners, 
for these particulars following, taken by order of the Gov. Winthrop i 

1636. Three falcons and one falconet, cwt. 38.3.0, with the old > p^. e .^ 

carriages, at 10*.6, per cwt J Jjzi.t>.LU 

An old poop lanthorn, Ss, and a small crow of iron, 2«.6. 7. 6 

Two spindles for vanes, 18i. a pump bolt and a wooden > « e- 

brake, all \ ^ ^ 

A small anchor stock, 4*, a pbtol barrel, 6d, and three > ^ ^ 

small tackle hooks, I2d, all is $ ^* ^ 

A copper funnel, 6«. 2 sponge staves, a rammer and a> ii a 

ladle, all J "• " 

Eleven falcon shot, 4#. a smaU bell, 2s 7. 

A small anchor, esteemed at • 2.0. 

£241.19. 



3 The apportionment upon the several towns does not appear, it being 
left to the discretion of a committee. So heavy a contribution could not be 
made at once, and the order of court was, ^^ one half at thj-eo months, and 
the other at a time to be appointed at the next session.*' 

£5 VOL. I. 
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23.] A new church was gathered at Dorchester, with ap- 
probation of the madstrates and elders, &c.^ 
f^ August 24."] John Endecotty Esg> ^pd four captains under 
hioii with twenty; men a-pie ce^set sajL ^ They arrived at Block 
Island t¥e~lastort^e saine. The wind blowing hard at N. E. 
there went so great a surf, as they had much to do to land ; 
and about forty Indians were ready upon the shore to en- 
tertain them with their arrows, which they shot ||oft|| at our 
men ; but, being armed with |pcorslets,|| they had no hurt, only 
one was lightly hurt upon his neck, and another near his 
foot. So soon as jpone man|| leaped on shore, they all fled* 
The island is about ten miles lone, and four broad, full of 
small hills, and all overgrown with brush-wood of oak, — no 
good timber ||^in|| it, — so as they could not march but in one file 
and in the narrow paths.^ There were two plantations, three 
miles in sunder, and about sixty wigwams, — some very large and 
fair, — and |pabove|| two hundred acres of corn, some gathered 
and laid on heaps, and the rest standing. When they had 
spent two days in searching the island, and could not find the 
Indians, they burnt their wigwams, and all their matts, and 
^ some corn, and staved seven canoes, and departed. They 

could not tell what men they killed, but some were wound- 
ed and carried away by their fellows. 

Thence *^^TJ^^JiiJ[l_\hf "ri^"^^' ^^ ^^"'^p^fig"^ where they 

lay wind-bound four days, and taking tnence twenty men and 

<^ .^ » two shallops, thev sailed to the Pemiot harbour, where an 

'^ .^ Indian came to' them in a canoe^'and demanded what they 

" ^ were, and what they would have. The general told him, 

. '^ be came from the governour of Massachusetts to speak with 

their sachems. He told him, Sassacus was gone to Long 

Island. Then he bad him go tell the other sachem, &c. So 

he departed ; and in the mean time our men landed, but with 

. ^^ much danger, if the Indians had made use of their advantage, 

V' ||off|| ||9cro8let8|| ||3our men were|| ||4on|| ||5about|| 

1 Being written in the margin, with the day, but not the month, given, this 
sentence left an uncertainty, from inspection, whether August, to which the 
subsequent paragraph refers, or September, which had accidentally obtained 
precedence, were the true date. But the Dorchester Records prove it to be 
the earlier month. The author wished to bring into one view the whole story 
of Endecott^s expedition, and therefore, after the report of proceedings at 
September court, inserted the story of the campaign with the marginal date 
of the day when the fleet departed. Hubbard, 274, copying it, made a 
careless transcript of the day of the court in the above recitiBJ, and neglected, 
as he usually did, to seek collateral information. 

9 Or. Stiles, president of Tale College, one of the most diligent antiquaries 
our country has furnished, made a hasty coUation of some parts of the former 
edition with the original MS. and in this place read ptusts, 1 am convinced 
of the correctness of the text. 
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for. all the shore was high, nigged rocks, &c. Then the mes- 
senger returned, and the Indians began to gather about our 
men till there were about three hundred of them; and some 
four houi*s passed while the messenger went to and fro, bring- 
ing still excuses for the sachem^s not coming. At ||last|| the 
general told the messenger, and the rest of the Indians near, the 
particulars of his commission, and sent him to tell the sachem, 
that if he would not come to him, nor yield to those demands, 
be would fight with them. The messenger told him, that the 
sachem would meet him, if our men would lay down their 
arms, as his men should do their bows, &c. When the ^e- ^ 
neral saw they did but dally, to gain time, he bad them be* 
gone, and shift for themselves ; for they had dared the Eng- 
lish to come fight with them, and now they were come for 
that purpose. Thereupon they all withdrew. Some of our 
men would have made a shot at them, but the general would 
not suffer them ; but when they were gone out of musket 
shot, he marched after them, supposing they would have 
stood to it awhile, as they did to the Dutch. But they all fled, 
and shot at our men from the thickets and rocks, but did us 
no harm. Two of them our men killed, and hurt others. 
So they marched up to their town, and burnt all their wigwams 
and matt s, bm Thetr^com being standing, they could not spoil 
it. At night they returned to their vessels, and the next 
day they went^ashc^re^on the west side of the river, and burnt 
all their wigwams, and spoiled TBeTr "canoes f and so set sail 
and came to the Naragansett, where they landed their men, 
and, the 14th of Tberj^thjeyjsame all safe to Boston, which was a 
marvellous pfbvi3ence of God, that not a hair fell from the 
head of any of them, nor any sick or feeble person among 
them.^ As they came by Naragansett, Cutshamakin, an In- » 
dian, who went with them for an interpreter, who, being armed / 
with a Ipcorsletll and a piece, had crept into a swamp and killed \ 
a Pequot, and having flayed off" the skin of his head, he sent . 
it to Canonicus, who presently sent it. to all the sachems about 
him,, and returned many thanks to the Englisbt and sent four^ 
fathom of wampom to Cutshamakin. 

The soldiers who went were all voluntaries, and had only 
their victuals prpvided, but demanded no pay. The wholq 
charge of the voyage came to about j£300. The seamen had 
all wages. 

||]ength|| ||Scro8]et|| 

1 Yet I find, at the general court in October, a grant of £5 to '* George 
Munnings, in regard of the loss of bis eye in the voyage to Block Island ;" 
and an addition to that grant was made, on the same day, of the fines im« 
posed upon members in that session of four days, for absence at the hour of 
meeting in the morning, amounting to £3 more. 
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The Naragdnsett men told us after, that thirteen of jbe 
Pequods were killed, and fjoctj^ wounded^ and but one of 
'Block htend km^.*' ""' "* "^^ 

At the last general court, order was taken to restrain the 
trade with the Indians, and the govemour and council appoint* 
ed to let It to farm, for a rent to be paid to the treasury. 

The inhabitants of Boston, who had taken their farms and 
lots at Mount Woollaston, finding it very burdensome to have 
their business, &c. so far off, desired to gather a church there. 
Many me'etings were about it* The great let was, in regard 
it was given to Boston for upholding the town and churcb 
there, which end would be frustrate by the removal of so 
many chief men as would go thither. For helping of this, it 
was propounded, that such as dwelt there should pay stx»pence 
the acre, yearly, for such lands as lay within a mile of the wa- 
ter, and three-pence for that which lay further off* 
[Very large Wank.] 

A ship of Barnstaple arrived here with eighty heifers. 

Another from Bristol arrived, a fortnight after, with some 
cattle and passengers ; §but she had delivered most of her cat- 
tle and pas8engers§ at Pascataquack for Sir Ferdinando Gorge* 
his plantation at Aquaraenticus. 

Canonicus sent us word of some English, whom the Pe- 
quods had killed at Saybrook ; and Mr. Williams wrote, that 
the Pequods and Naragansetts were at ||truce,|| and that Mian- 
tunnomoh told him, that the Pequods had laboured to persuade 
them, that the English were minded to destroy all Indians. 
Whereupon we sent for Miantunnomoh to come to us. 

[Very large blank.] 

Another windmill was erected at Boston, and one at Charle's- 
town,; and a watermill at Salem, and another at Ipswich, and 
another at Newbury.' 

[Very large blank.] 
" llwarll 

1 One prisoner was, by order of court, made a slave for life. If a man, 
he was preservecl contrary to the instnictionB of the troops, and perhaps 
against bis own desire* 

S I take this opportunity of printing the name as Winthrop if^rote it, 
though usually spelt as two syllables.' Probably the family had, in early 
times, as the old books and Collinses Peerage give it occasionftlly, used the 
writing of Gorge ; and the old grammar, for the possessive case, employ^, 
ing the pronominal hu^ Jed them and all others to dignify it by the final «. 

3 With this paragraph closes the regular sequence of narrative in the 
first volume of MS. For the many happy hours and days spent upon it, 
no slight share of veneration ia by me felt and acknowledged. 



§A CONTINUATION 



or THE 



HISTORY 



OJ 



NEW ENGLAND.§ 



1636. 

8ber.] AfTER Mr. Endecott and our men were departed 
from the Pequod', the twenty men of ggjBrooJfc lay wind-bound 
there, and went to fetch some of ihellttlian'8*'Ct>rn ; and having 
fetched every man one sackful to their boat, they returned 
for more, and having loaded themselves, the Indians set upon 
them. So they laid down their corn and gave fire upon them, 
and the Indians shot arrows at them. The place was open for 
the distance of musket shot, and the Indians kept the covert, 
save when they ||came|| forth, about ten at a time, and dis- 
charged their arrows. The English put themselves into a 
single file, and some ten only (who had pieces ||^which|| could 
reach them) shot; the others stood ready to keep them from 
breaking in upon our men. So they continued the most part 
of the afternoon. Our men killed some of them, as they sup- 

Eosed, and hurt others ; and they shot only one of ours, and 
e was armed,^ all the rest being without arms. He was shot 
through the leg. Their arrows were all shot compass, so as 
our men, standing single, could easily see and avoid them ; and 
one' was employed to gather up their arrows. At last they 
emptied their sacks, and retired safe to their boat. 

About two day3 after, five men of Saybro ok went up the 
river about four miles, to fetch hay in a meadow on Pequot 

llrapll IPthatll 

1 The meaning is, with defensive, armour. Back and breast pieoea of iron 
were then commonlj worn. Those tcithoui arms had muskets. 
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side. The grass was so high as some Pequots, being hid in it, set 
upon our men, and one, that had hay on his back, they took ; 
the others fled to their boat, one of them having five arrows in 
him, (but yet recovered.) He who was taken was a godly 
young man, called [blank] Butterfield ; (whereupon the meadow 
was named Butterfield Meadow.)^ About fourte en day s after, 
six of Say brook, being sent to keep-theircuse m their corn- 
field, about two miles frojn the fort, three of them went forth on 
fowling, (which the lieutenant had strictly forbidden them.) 
Two had pieces, and the third only a sword. Suddenly about 
one hundred Indians ||came|| out of the covert, and |pset|| upon 
them. |pHe|| who had the sword brake through them, (and 
received only two shot, not dangerous,) and escaped to the 
house, which was not a bow-shot off, and persuaded the other 
two to follow him ; but they stood still till the Indians came and 
took them, and carried them away with their pieces. Soon 
after they burnt down the said house^ and some outhouses and 
haystacks within a bow-shot of the fort, and killed a cow, and shot 
divers others ; but they all came home with the arrows in them. 
.. 21.] Miantunnomon, the s achem of Naragansett^ (being sent - 
for by the governour'J) came to Boston wit¥ two of Canonicus's 
sons, and another sachem, and near twenty sanaps. Cutshama- 
kin gave us fiotice the day before. The governour sent twenty 
musketeers to meet him at Roxbury. He came to Boston # 
about noon. The governour had called together most of the 
magistrates and mmisters, to give countenance to our pro* 
ceedings, and to advise with them about the terms of peace. 
It was dinner time, and the sachems and their council dined by 
themselves in the same room where the governour dined, and 
their sanaps were sent to the inn. After dinner, Miantunnomoh 
declared what he 'had to say to us in [blank] propositions, 
which were to this effect : That they had always loved the' 
English, and desired firm peace with us : That they would 
continue in war with the Pequods and their confederates, till 
they were subdued ; and desired we should so do : They would 
deliver our enemies to us, or kill them : That if any of theirs 
should kill our cattle, that we would not kill them, but cause 
them to make satisfaction : That they would now make a firn^ 
peace, and two months hence they would send us a present. 
Hrosejl IPshotH g3the man|| 

1 Hubbard, 252, after faithful transcription of this narrative of the fate 
of Butterfield, has added from Ovid, Icarus Icariis nomina dedit aquis. We. 
should be well pleased, did other parts of bis volume show equal i^tteu* 
Hon to the reader^s gratification. 
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The governour told them, they should have answer the 
next morning. 

In the morning we met again, and concluded the peace upon 
the articles underwritten, which the governour subscribed, and 
they also subscribed with their marks, and Cutshamakin also. 
But because we could not well make them understand the arti- ^ 
cles perfectly, we agreed to send a copy of them to Mr. Wil- 
liams, who could best interpret them to them. So, after dinner, 
they took leave, and were conveved out of town by some mus- 
keteers, and dismissed with a volley of shot. 

THE ARTICLES. 

1. A firm peace between us and our friends of other planta- 
tions, (if they consent,) and their confederates, (if they will ob- 
serve the articles, &c.) and our posterities. 

2. Neither party to make peace with the Pequods without the 
other's consent. 

3. Not to harbour, &c. the Pequods, &c, 

4. To put to death or deliver over murderers, &c. 

5. To return our fugitive servants, &c; 

6. We to give them notice when we go against the Pequods, 
and they to send us some guides. 

7. Free trade between us. 

8. None of them to come near our plantations during the 
wars with the Pequods, without some Englishman or known 
Indian. 

9. To continue to the posterity of both parties. 



The g overnour. jof JEUmoulb, JWrotfi. to^the ■dfpnty,^ ihat- :i 
had occasioned a war, &c. by provoking the Pequods, and i 



we 

no 
more, and about the peace with the Naragansetts, &c. The de- 
puty took it ill, (as there was reason,) and returned answer ac- 
cordingly, and made it appear, 1. That there was as much done 
as could be expected, considering they fled from us, and 
we could not follow them in our armour, neither had any 
to guide us in their country. 2. We went not to make war 
upon them, but to do justice, &c. ; and having killed thirteen 
of them for four or five, which they had murdered of ||ours,|| 
and destroyed sixty wigwams, &c. we were not much behind 
with them. 3. Thev had no cause to glory over us, when they 
saw that they could not save §themselves nor§ their houses 
and corn from so few of ours. 4. If we had left but one hun<> 

Ml 

1 Winthrop had not mentioned bis own election to the lecond plaee. 
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dred of them living, those might have done as as much hurt as 
they have or are likelj to do. 5. It was very likely they 
would have taken-notice of our advantage against them, and 
would have sitten still, or have sought peace, if God had not de^ 
prived them of common reason. 

About the middle of this month, John Tilley, master of a 
bark, coming down Connecticut River, went on shore in a canoe, 
three miles above the fort, to kill fowl ; and having shot off his 
piece, many Indians arose out of the covert and took him, and 
killed one other, who was in the canoe. This Tilley was a very 
stout man, and of great understanding. They cut off his hands, 
and sent them before, and after cut off his feet. He lived three 
days after his hands were cut off; and themselves confessed, 
that he was a stout man, because he cried not in his torture. 

About this time two houses were burnt, and all the goods in 
them, to a great value ; one was one Shaw at Watertown, and 
the other one Jackson of Salem, both professors, and Shaw the 
day before admitted of the former church. This was very 
OMervable in ^Shaw, that he concealed his estate, and made 
show as if he bad been poor, and ||wa6|| not clear of some 
unrighteous passages. 

One Mrs* ^Hutcninson, a member of the church of Boston, 
a woman of a ready wit and bold spirit, brought over with her 
two dan|;erous errours : 1. That the person of the Holy Ghost 
dwells in a justified person. 3. That no sanctification can 
help to evidence to us our justification. — From these two grew 
many branches ; as, 1, Our union with the Holy Ghost, so as a 
Christian remains de^d to every spiritual action, and hath no 
gifts nor graces, other than 'such as are in hypocrites, nor any 
other sanctification but the Holy Ghost himself. 

[Large blank.] 
• B^entll • 

1 In the original first stood both^ instead of Shaw ; they^ instead of he ; 
theify instead of ^t# ; they^ instead of he ; and were^ instead of tooi^ in the 
progress of the sentence. The alteration was made bj Winthrop. We 
may therefore conclude, that the report against Jackson^s character was 
unfunded, and that he did not deserve to have his house and goods burnt 
bj accident. ' 

8 Being descended from this lady, the editor feels not at liberty to in- 
dulge his pen in a memoir, of which all benefit is indeed anticipated bj 
the more honourable labours of a nearer relative, the late Got. Hutchin* 
son. Time has abated all the venom of the accusations against her, and 
the futility of most of them will forever forbid the inquiry of reason. Mather, 
in the middle age, and Eliot, of the present, 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 28—30, give 
her great credit, as in our text, for powers of mind ; and all are strength- 
ened by the orthodox contemporary, Johnson, lib. I. c. 42, who calls her 
" the masterpiece of women's wit." 
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There joined with her in. these opinions a brother of hers, 
one Mr. ^Wheelwright, a silenced minister sometimes in Eng- 
land. 

[Large blatik.] 

25.] The other ministers in the bay, hearing of these 
things, came to Boston at the time of ||a|| general court, and en- 
tered conference in private with them, to the end they might 
know the certainty of these things ; that if need were, they 
might write to the church of Boston about them, to prevent (if 
it were possible) the dangers, which seemed hereby to hang 
over that and the rest of the churches. At this conference, 
Mr. Cotton was present, an d gave satisfaction to them, so as h,e 
Agreed witti them all m tbe~po nitjar.§iincT«iR<'^^^^^^ afid so did 
jlr. Wheelwright y _so_ js they all did . holdj^ that sanctificatioa 
clid help to evidence justification. The same he had |p3eKvcr- 
" edjf plainly Th publtgfe; drvt^ r siftn es ; but, for the indwelling of 
the person of the Holy Ghost, he held that still, *as some others 
of tne"1nini^ers did,* but not |punion|| with the person of the 
Holy Ghost, '*(as Mrs. Hutchinson and others did,)* so as to 
amount to a personal union. 

[Blank.] 

||the|| li^declaredll \\hery maii|| 



1 A just estimate of this distinguished gentleman may readily be formed 
from the pages of this History and the volumes of Hutchinson and Eliot. 
His long life afforded him a triumph over the injustice of intolerance, which 
attempted hardly any other cure for his errours than banishment. Hub- 
bard marks his death about 1681. ^om^ pleasure may be derived from a 
jeu de mot of Johnson, to whom we are usually obliged to refer for less 
valuable qualities. In his verses to the honour of Wilson, alluding to the 
opposition he encountered from the supporters of Mrs. Hutchinson, the au- 
thor of Wonder-worlung Providence of 2ion^s Saviour says, 

" They thee deprave, thy ministry despise ; 

By thy thick utterance seek to call men back 
From hearing theei but Christ for thee did rise, ^^ 

And turned the wheel-right oVer them to crack.'* 

From tur Town Records I find, that a daughter of Wheelwright was, 
in December, 1660, married to Samuel Maverick, soon after one of the 
royal commissioners to New England. Cotton Mather saVs, Belknap^s New 
Hampshire, III. Appendix 1., that a daughter of this pilgrim informed him, 
that hier father came in the same ship with Whiting of Lynn ; and if this 
were his first appearance in our country, the authenticity of the famous In- 
dian deed to him, for which, in th6 same letter, the credulous author of the 
Magna]ia argues, mtist be rejected. That letter is well worth reading, as 
an admirable specimen of feeble ' argument ; but the other evidence in the 
cause is irresistible ; and it is not necessary to found an opinion on the 
incompetency of the advocate. Wheelwright and his wife, M^ry, were ad- 
mitted of Boston church 12 June, 1636, which was soon after arrival. 

26 TOL. I. 
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Mr. Cotton, being requested by the general court, with some 
other ministers, to assist some of the magistrates in compiling 
a body of fundamental laws, did, this court, present a model of 
Moses his judicials, compiled in an exact method, which were 
taken into further consideration till the next general court. 

30.] Some of the church of Boston, being of the opinion of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, had laboured to have Mr. Wheelwright to 
be 'Called to be a teacher there. It was propounded the last 
Lord^s day, and was moved again this day for resolution. 
^One of the church stood up and said, he could not consent, 
&c. His reason was, because the church being well fur- 
nished already with able ministers, whose spirits they knew, 
and whose labours God ||had|| blessed in much love and sweet 
peace,. he thought it i\ot fit (no necessity urging) to put the 
welfare of the church to the least hazard, as he feared ,they 
should do, by calling in one, whose spirit they knew not, and 
one who seemed to dissent in judgment, and instanced in two 

Eoints, which he delivered in a late exercise there: 1. That a 
eliever was more than a creature. 2. That the person of the y 
Holy Ghost and a believer were united. Hereupon the gover- 
nour spake, that he marvelled at this, seeing Mr. Cotton had 
lately approved his doctrine. To this Mr. Cotton answered, 
that he aid not remember the first, and desired Mr. Wheel- 
wright to explain his meaning. He denied not the points, 
but showed upon what occasion he delivered them. Where- 
upon, there being an |pendeavour|| to make a reconciliation, the 
first replied, that, although Mr. Wheelwright and himself might 
likely agree about the point, and though he thought reverend- 
ly of his godliness and abilities, so as he could be content to 
live under such a ministry ; yet, seeing he was ' apt to raise 
doubtful disputations, he could not consent to choose him to 
that place. Whereupon the church gave way, that he might 
be called to a new church, to be gathered at Mount WooUas- 
ton, ll^owll Braintree.* 

Divers of the brethren took ofience at the said speech 
against Mr. Wheelwright; whereupon the same brother spake 
in the congregation the next day to this effect : That, hearing 
that some of the brethren were offended at his former speech, 
and for that offences were dangerous, he was desirous to give 
satisfaction. The offence he said was in three things : 1. For 

llhathy ||Sindication|| ||3near|| 



1 This, we cannot donbt, was Winthrop himself. 

2 A later band, I suspect Mather's, wrote the two last words. 
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that he had charged the brother in publick, and for a thing so 
long since delivered, and had not first dealt with him privately. 
For this he acknowledged it was a failing; but the occasion 
was, that, when he heard the points delivered, he took them 
in a good sense, as spoken figuratively, seeing the whole 
scope of his doctrine was sound, and savouring of the spirit 
of God ; but hearing, very lately, that he was suspected to 
hold such opinions, it caused him to think, he spake as he 
meant. The 2d cause of ofience was, that in his speech ap- 
peared some bitterness. For that he answered, that they 
well knew his manner of speech |lwas|| always earnest in things, 
which he conceived to be serious ; and professed, that he aid 
love th^at brother's person, and did |phonQur|| the gifts and 
graces of God in him. The 3d was, that he had charged 
him to have held things which he did not. For this he an* 
swered, that he had spoken since with the said brother ; and 
for the two points, — that |pa|| believer should be more than a 
creature, and that there should be a personal union between the 
Holy Ghost and a believer, — he had denied to hold either of 
them ; but by necessary consequence, he doth hold them both ; 
for he holds, (said he,) that there is a real union with the per- 
son of the Holy Ghost, and then of necessity it must be per- 
sonal, and so a believer must be more than a creature, viz. 
God-man, even Christ Jesus. For though, in a true union, the 
two terms may still remain the same, &c. as between husband 
and wife, he is a man still, and she a woman, (for the union is 
only in sympathy and relation,) yet in a real or personal union 
it is not. Now, whether this were agreeable to the doctrine of 
the church or not, he left to the church to judge ; hoping that 
the Lord would direct our teacher to clear these points fully, 
as he had well done, in ^ood measure, already. Withal he 
made this request to the |pbrother,|| (which he said he did seri- 
ously and affectionately,) that, seeing these ||^variances|| grew 
(and some estrangement withal) from some words and phrases, 
which were of ||%uman invention,|| and tended to doubtful dis- 
putation, rather than to edification, and had no footing in 
scripture, nor had been in use in the purest churches for three 
hundred years after Christ, — that, for the peace of the church, 
&c. they might be forborn ; (he meant, person of the Holy 
Ghost, and real union ;) and concluded, that he did not intend 
to dispute the matter, (as not having place or calling thereunto 
then ;) yet, if any brother desired to see what light he walked 
by, he would be ready to impart it to him. How this was 

||as|| ipknowjl |Pthe|| ||4teacher|| ||5anea^]ne8ses|| Unknown intentioD|| 
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taken by the congregation, did n^ot appear, for no man spake 
to it.i 

A day or two after, the same brother wrote his mind fully^ 
with such scriptures and arguments as came to hand, and sent 
it to Mr. Cotton. 

(9.) 8.] A new church was gathered at Sagus, now Lynn* 
The governour and deputy were not there, being letted by the 
coming in of a ship, and other occasions. It held the company * 
two days, Mr. ^Whiting, who was to be the pastor, being 
very unskilful in church matters, and those who were to be 
members not fit for such a work. At last aix, were ac- 
cepted, with Mr. Whiting, but with much ado. 

12.] A commission was sent out of the chancery in Eng- 
land to some private men here, to examine witnesses in a 
cause depending ||there ]\\ byt nptbing was done in it, nor any 
return .aiade,^ 

[Large blank.] 

^^ !!^!!!!! 

1 On this subject the prudent advice of our author has, in general, pre- 
vailed in New England ; and the personality of the Holy Spirit, with other 
metaphysical or barbarous terminoktgy ^^ of human invention,^^ has seldom, 
before the present age, entered into the controversial labours of our divines, 
for whom the language of the scriptures, in their original tongues, has ^ap- 
peared sufficient. But "Winthrop was less judicious in his conduct than in 
advice ; for, having obtained from Wheelwright a denial of his holding the 
two dangerous points, that a believer was more than a creature, and thai 
there was fi personal union between the Holy Spirit and a believer, he should 
have been contented. Unhappily he proceeded to prove, that, by necessary 
consequence^ both opinions wejre maintained by the heresiarcb of Braintree. 
We shall never have peace in the church, if muddy-headed religionists are 
to be made Answerable for inferences, which themselves do not deduce from 
their dogmas. ' " Calvinism run to *ecd" became, in the view of many 
Christians, a convenient periphrase for antinomianism ; and the creed of the 
predestinarian, to which one or more of the articles of the Church of Eng- 
land makes near, and the catechism of the Westminster Assepibly a nearer 
approach, is often charged with al} i\ie dapge^^ou^ absurdities of the heathen 
notions of fate. 

2 We may be very confident, that this notion of our author, of the un- 
skilfulness in church matters of the Rev. Samuel Whiting, is an errour. He 
had been in the country but a few months, and Winthrop probably confract- 
ed a prejudice against him from his going so soon to join the company of poor 
Bachellor, which had been subjected to animadversion for its irregularities. 
It is strange, that Eliot omitted him in his Dictionary ; but his memory is 
duly honoured by Hubbard, 194, Johnson, lib. I. c. 38, and, above all, Mather, 
III. 156. In the great controversy about the Third, or Old South Church, in 
Boston, he ?nd his son, Samuel, the minister of Billerica, were much en- 
gaged. See Hutch. I. 247—251. He Is miscalled Lambert by Neal, History 
of Puritans, II. 304. It was from regard to Whiting, perhaps, that the town 
received its name of Lynn, as he had been a preacher in the borough of 
Lynn iiegis in Norfolk. 

3 An unreasonable, though natural jealousy, may be imagined as the 
ground of this neglect. It might have come to private men from any court 
«f a^ foreign nation. 
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17.] Two ships arrived here from London, and one a 
week before. They were fulPof passengers, — men, women 
and children. One of them had been from London twenty- 
six weeks, and between land and land ||eighteen|| weeks ; (the 
other two something less time ;) their beer all spent and leaked 
out a month before their arrival, so as they were forced to 
stinking water (and that very little) mixt with sack or vinegar, 
and their other provisions very short and bad. Yet, through 
the great providence of the Lord, they came all safe on shore, 
and most of them sound, and well liking. They had continual 
tempests^, arid when they were near the shore, (being brought 
two or three days with a |pstrong|| east wind,) the weather was 
so thick all that time, |pas|| they could not make land, and the 
seamen were in great perplexity, when on ||*the|| sudden the fog 
cleared, so as they saw Cape Ann fair on their starboard 
l30w, and presently grew thick again ; yet by their oompass 
thev made their harbour. There were aboard ihat ship two 
godly ministers, Mr. Nathaniel ^Rogers and Mr. ^Partridge, 

Hsixteenjl ||3stroDger|| ||3that|| tl^a|| 

1 Hubbard, 554, thinks " it might be .honour enough to say, that he was 
the son of Mr. John Rogers, the famous preacher of Dedham.^^ His probable 
descent from one of the most celebrated of that ^' noble army of martyrs^^ 
affords less cause for our veneration, than ive should readily bestow on the pro* 
genitor of a numerous list of men, who, in several generations, are esteemed 
among the worthies of New England. His son, John, was president of 
Harvard College ; and a grandson and great grandson were ministers of the 
same church in Ipswich, which was thus, by three degrees, supplied for over 
one hundred and twenty years. Other descendants have been distinguished 
for useful services. Eliot, who is very copious on this family of learned men, 
quoting the Magnalia, refers to a particular publication of the first Natha* 
niel ; but the highest subject of praise in it is omitted. The tract is in the 
abundant, collection at the Boston Athenseum. It is a letter written from 
this country to a member of parliament, 17 December, 1643 ; and though, of 
course, it favoured the cause of liberty and reformation, yet it contains a 
few lines of merited censure against the dishonourable aspersions on the king 
by Mercurins Britannicus. In that inflammatory gazette,-^a perfect copy of 
which, coptaining 130 numbers, from 29 August, 1643, to 18 May, 1646, per- 
haps a unique in America, and certainly very rare in England, is in my pos- 
session, — the number 46, 5 August, 1644, bestows some vulgar abuse on the 
moderation of our peacemaker. Though Rogers^s letter was printed under 
the authority of parliament, being licensed by Calamy, one of the great West- 
minster divines, the newspaper affects to consider it as part of an Oxford 
or roval plot, and insinuates, that the king had agents in New England. 
Such IS the reception of truth and decejacy in a civil war. Mather's name is 
written in the first page cf this curious belligerent volume ; but perhaps the 
author of the Magnalia, in his life of Rogers, thought it unworthy of the 
amiable pilgrim to record with honour the gentle remonstrance in favour 
of his sovereign. 

9 This gentleman is honoured in the Magnalia, Morton^s Memorial, and 
Eliot's and Allen's Dictionaries. He was the first minister of Duxbury, and 
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and many good people in that and the other ships ; and wc 
had prayed earnestly for them ; (for a small pinnace of thir- 
ty tons, which came out with them, and was come in three 
weeks before, brought us news of their coming.) In one of 
the other ships the passengers had but half a pint of drink 
for a day, fourteen days together; yet, through the Lord's 
mercy, did all well. One of the ships was overset in the 
night by a sudden gust, and lay so half an hour, yet righted 
of herself. 

Cattle were grown to high rates ; — a good cow, £25 or £30 ; 
a pair of bulls or oxen, £40. Corn was ||now|| at 5s. the 
bushel, and much rye was sown with the plough this year, 
for about thirty ploughs were at work. |pBread||^ was at 9 and 
10s. the C. ; carpenters at 35. the day, and other ||'workmen|| 
accordingly. 

Things went not well at Connecticut. Their cattle did, many 
of them, cast their young, as they had done the year before. 

[Large blank.] 

Mons. D'AuIney, captain of Penobscott or Pentagonett, 
returned answer to the governour's letter, wherein he pro- 
fessed, that they claimed no further than to Pemaquid, nor 
would, unless he bad further order; and that he supposed, that 
the cause why he had no order, &c. was, that the English 
ambassadour had dealt effectually with the cardinal of France 
for settling the limits for our peace, &c. 

The governour, Mr. Vane, a wise and godly gentleman, 
held, with Mr. Cotton and many others, the indwelling of the 
person of the Holy Ghost in a believer, and went so far be- 
yond the rest, as to maintain a personal union with the Holy 
Ghost ; but the deputy, with the pastor and divers others, de- 
nied both ; and the question proceeded so far by disputation, 
(in writing, for the peace sake of the church, which all were 
tender of,) as at length they could not find the person of the 
Holy Ghost in scripture, nor in the primitive cnurches three 
hundred years after Christ. So that, all agreeing in the chief 
matter of substance, viz. that the Holy Ghost is God, and that 
he doth dwell in the believers, (as the Pather and Son both 

||near|| |pBoard|| ||3work|| 

needs only the mentioli, which Judge Davis has given him. Johnson be- 
stows on him and Rogers verses of less value for their beauty than justice. 
An honourable descendant at Dnxbury is well known for his services in our 
revolutionary war. 

I I make this alteration by conjecture ; for the MS. looks very much like 
the reading of the former edition, which was ridiculous. 
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are said also to do,) but whether by his gifts and power only, 
or by any other manner of presence, seeing the scripture 
doth not declare it, — it was earnestly desired, that the word 
person might be forborn, being a term of human invention^ and 
tending to doubtful disputation in this case.^ 

[Large blank.] 
lOber.] The governour, receiving letters from his friends 
in England, which necessarily required his presence there, im- 
parted the same to the counciP and some otheri?; and, being 
thereupon resolved of his return into England, called a court 
of deputies, to the end he might have free leave of the country, 
&c. They, being assembled in court, and himself declaring 
the necessity of his departure, and those of the council affirm- 
ing the reasons to be very urgent, though not fit to be impart- 
ed to the whole court, they desired respite to consider thereof 
till the morning; when one of the assistants usin^ some pa- 
thetical passages of the loss of such a governour m a time of y 
such danger as did hang over us, from the Indians and French, 
the governour brake forth into tears, and professed, that how- 
soever the causes propounded for his departure were such as 
did concern the utter ruin of his outward estate, yet he would 
rather have hazarded all, than have gone from them at this 
time, if something else had not pressed him more, viz.. the in- ^ 
evitable danger he saw of God's judgments to come upon us ^^' 
for these difierences and dissensions, which he saw amongst us, '"' 
and the scandalous imputations brought upon himself, as if he ^ 
should be the cause of all ; and therefore he thought it best for "^ 
him to give place for a time, &c. Upon this the court con- 
cluded, that it would not be fit to give way to his departure 
upon these grounds. Whereupon he recalled himself, and 



1 So much evil has not been caused in New England, as in most other 
Protestant countries, bj the ^^ itrmi of human tnvenfion,^* not found in the 
scriptures, nor in the three earliest centuries of the Christian church. Our 
exemption is chiefly owing to the separation of church and state, which 
gradually proceeded after the second generation. The early forbearing of 
the personality of the Holy Ghost in their technical theology, after examina* 
tion of the ante-Nicene fathers, is not more a proof of the learning, than of 
the moderation of the clerical leaders of Massachusetts. 

3 Hubbard, 256, adds, '^^ which at that time consisted but of two, besides 
himself.^* In this I doubt the historian of Ipswich is mistaken, and that Vane 
consulted with the body of assistants, not merely the standing council for 
life, who were part of the council of assistants. When the house of depu- 
ties assembled, as in the next sentence is told, ^^ those of the counpiP^ must 
mean the men to whom the governour imparted his letters ; and no sug- 
gestion can be perceived, that it was two, instead of ten or more, who had 
thus been honoured. 
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professed, that the reasons concerning his own estate were 
sufficient to his own satisfaction for his departure, and therefore 
desired the court he might have leave to go; as for the other 
passage, it slipped him out of his passion, and not out of judg- 
ment* Upon this the court consented, silently, to his depar-^ 
ture. Then the question was about supply of his place. 
Some were of opinion, that it should be executed by the 
deputy ; but this scruple being Cjast in, that if the deputy should 
die, then the government would be vacant, and none have 
power to call any court, or to preside therein, &c. it was 
agreed to call a court of elections for a new governour and 
deputy, in case the present deputy should be chose governour ; 
and an order was made, (in regard of the season,) that sucli as 
would might send their votes by proxy, in papers sealed up 
and delivered to the deputies. And so this court was ad* 
journed four days, and two days after the court of elections 
was to assemble. These things thus passed, divers of the ^'■ 
congregation of Boston met together, and agreed that they did u^ 
not apprehend the necessity of the governour's departure \r^^^' . 
on the reasons alleged, and sent some of them to declare the *^" 
same to the court; whereupon the governour expressed himself**^. 
to be an obedient child to the church, and therefore, notwith- w*^ 
standing 'the license of the court, yet, without the leave of the w-' 
church, he durst not go away. 

Whereupon a great part of the court and country, who un- 
derstood hereof, declared their purpose to continue him still in / 
his place, and therefore, so soon as the day of election came, ", 
and the country were assembled, it was thought, the best way 
.for avoiding trouble, &c. not to proceed to election, but to ad- 
journ the court to the great general court in May. And so the 
court of deputies, &c. continued still, (for the other court was 
not called.) 

At this court the elders of the churches were called, to ad^ 
vise with them about ||discoveringl| and pacifying the diflfer- 
ences among the churches in poiflt of opinion.* The governour 
having declared the occasion to them, Mr. Dudley desired, 
that men would be free and open, &c. Another of the magis- 
trates spake, that it would much further the end they came for, 
if men would freely declare what they held diflferent from 
others, as himself would freely do, in what point soever he 

lldUcontinttiDgll 



1 Nottice of this consaltation is ncrt contained in the pablick records, and 
the community would, probably, have been more quiet, had the court done 
no more than their secretary has preserved. 
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should be opposed. The governour said, that he would be 
content to do the like, but that he understood the ministers 
Were about it in a church way, &c. which he spake upon this 
occasion : the ministers had met, a little before, and had drawn 
into heads all the points, wherein they suspected Mr. Cotton 
did differ from them, and had propounded them to him, and 
pressed him to a direct answer, affirmative or negative, to every 
one ; which jie had promised, and taken time for. This meet- 
ing being spoke of in the court the day before, the governour 
look great offence at it, as being without his privity, &c. which 
this day Mr. Peter told him as ||plainlyt| of, (with all due reve- 
rence,) and how it had sadded the ministers' spirits, that he 
should be jealous of their meetings, or seem to restrain their 
liberty, &c. The governour excused his speech, as sudden 
and upon a mistake. Mr. Peter told him also, that *bef6re he 
came,* within less than two years since, the churches were in 
peace, &c. The governour answered, that the |plight|| of the 
gospel brings a sword, and the children of the bondwoman 
would persecute those of the freewoman. Mr. Petel* also 
besought him humbly to consider his |pyouth,l| and short expe- 
rience in the things of God, and to beware of peremptory con- 
■ elusions, which he perceived him to be Very apt unto. He 
declared further, that he had observed, both in the Low Coun- 
tries and here, three principal causes of new opinions and di- 
visions thereupon : 1. Pri4e, new notions lift up the mind, &c. 
2. Idleness. 3. [blank.] 

Mr. Wilson made a very sad speech^ of the condition of our 
churches, and the ||*inevitable|| danger of separgition, if these 
differences and alienations among brethren were not speedily 
remedied ) and laid the blame upon these new opinions risen 
up amongst us, which all the magistrates, except the governour 
and two others, did confirm, and all the ministers but two. 

In this discourse ||^one qu^stionJI arose about sanctification. 
Mr. Cotton, in his sermon that day, had laid down this ground, /^ 
that evident sanctification was an evidence of justification, and 
thereupon had taught, that in cases of |pspiritual|| desertion, true 
desires of sanctification was found to be sanctification; and 
further, if a man were laid so flat upon the ground, as he could 
see no desires, &c. "but only, as a bruised reed, did wait at the 
feet of Christ, yet here was matter of comfort for this, as 
found to be true. 

Ijprotimelyll ||21iberty|| |pba8ty|| ||4invoidable|| ||5two qiie8tions|| 

||6specisd|j 

1 His speech was approved by the court,' as froiQ the record, of only two 
lines, about the whole controyersy, at the next session, appears. * 

27 VOL. I. 
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The question here grew, whether any of these, or evident 
sanctification, could be evidence to a man without a concurrent 
sight of his justification. The governour and Mr. Cotton de- 
nied it. 

The speech of Mr. Wilson was taken very ill by Mr. Cot- 
ton and others of the same church, so as he and divers of them 
went to admonish him. But Mr. Wilson and some others could 
see no breach of rule, seeing he was called by the court 
about the same matter with the rest of the elders, and j|ex- 
horledjl to deliver their minds freely and faithfully, both for 
discovering the danger, and the means to help ; and the things 
he spake of were only in general, and such as were under a 
common |pfame.|| And being questioned about his intent, he 
professed he did not mean Boston church, nor the members 
thereof, more than others. But this would not satisfy, but they 
called him to answer publickly, 31 ; and there the governour 
pressed it violently against him, and all the congregation, except 
the deputy and one or two more, and many of them with 
much bitterness and reproaches ; but he answered them all 
with words of truth and soberness, and with marvellous wis- 
dom. It was strange to see, how the common people were led, 
^ by example, to condemn him in that, which (it was very pro- 

bable) divers of them did not understand,^ nor the rule which 
he was supposed to have broken ; and that such as had known 
him so long, and what good he- had done for that church, 
should fall upon him with such bitterness for justifying himself 

||expected|| ||Sforiii{| 

* 1 That the subject was not well understood, ma^ be, in our days, thought 
the very occasion of the bitterness, as in theological controversies is often 
experienced. Charity should be expected rather from those, who well com- 
prehend any matter of doubt in the faith of the church ; for only they know 
the reasons for both sides, and the difficulty of forming a judgment. Winthrop 
and Cotton, on opposite sides, were moderate. Wilson^s exculpation of 
himself, in the text, that he did not mean the members of his own church, 
more than others, appears something like equivocation ; for that church 
was the only one^in the colony, wherein any considerable part of the 
worshippers held these deadly, unintelligible opinions. Some palliation for 
his timidity is easily found in the unhappy circumstance of all but two or 
three of the congregation being vexed at his speech, and ready to proceed 
hastily to censure him for it. The difference, ii will be seen, in several 
passages of this History, was very slight between the orthodox and heretical 
doctrine, even when men^s wits were sharpened to discover that difference ; 
and the indistinct shadows of meaning have, in our time, almost wholly van- 
ished. Perhaps the language of neither would now be employed in definition 
of the nature or extent of divine influences on the human soul. By then 
imputing to Cotton what he did not teach, — though his gifted hearers, Vane 
and Mrs. Hutchinson, might so understand him, — opportunity was afforded, 

• however, for a synod, to perform the important service of settling, as they 
supposed, the faith of future generations* 
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in a good cause ; for he was a very hoir, upright man, and for 
faith and love inferiour to none in the country, and most 
dear to all men. The teacher joined with the church in their 
judgment of him, (not without some appearance of prejudice,) 
yet with much wisdom and moderation. They were eager to - . 
proceed to present censure, but the teacher staid them from 
that, telling them he might not do it, because some opposed it, 
but gave him a grave exhortation. The next day Mr. Wilson 
preached, notwithstanding, and the Lord so assisted him, as 

f;ave great satisfaction, and the governour himself gave pub- 
ick witness to him. 

One of the brethren^ wrote to Mr. Cotton about it, and laid 
before him divers failings, (as he supposed,) and some reasons 
to justify Mr. Wilson, and dealt very plainly with him. Mr. 
Cotton made a very |lloving|| and gentle answer, clearing his in- 
tentions, and persisting in his judgment of Mr. Wilson's of- 
fence, laying down divers arguments for it. ' The said brother 
replied to him in like loving manner, and desired leave to show 
his letter to Mr. Wilson, which he readily assented unto. But 
for answer to his arguments, he forbore to reply to Mr. Cotton, 
(because he was overburdened with business,) but wrote to the 
two ruling elders, (whom the matter most concerned,) and, by 
way of defence of Mr. Wilson, answered all Mr. Cotton's 
arguments. 

Upon these publick occasions, other opinions brake 'out y 
publickly in the church of Boston, — as that the Holy Ghost 
dwelt in a believer as he is in heaven ; that a man is justified be- 
fore he believes ; and that faith is no cause of justification. And 
others spread more secretly, — as that the letter of the scripture ' 

holds forth nothing but a covenant of works ; and that the 
covenant of grace was the spirit of the scripture, which was 
known only to believers ; and that this covenant of works was 
given by Moses in the ||'ten commandments ;|| that there was a 
seed (viz. Abraham's carnal seed) went along in this, and there 
was a spirit and life in it, by virtue whereof a man might attain to 
any sanctification in gifts and graces, and might have |pspiritual|| 
and K^conrinwaZII communion with Jesus Christ, and yet be 
damned. After, it was granted, that faith was before justifica- 
tion, but it was only passive, an empty vessel, &c. ; but ia 
conclusion, the ground of all was found to be assurance by im"- 
mediate revelation. 
||long|| listenth commandfflent|| ||3specia]|| ||4blanki| 

1 Winthrop, by this periphrase, bejond any doubt, meani himself. 
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All the congregation of Boston, except four or five, closed 
^vith these opinions, or the most of them ; but one of the breth- 
ren wrote against them, and bore witness to the truth, together 
with the pastor, and very few others joined with them. 

About this time the rest of the mmisters, taking ofience at 
tiome doctrines delivered hy Mr. Cotton, and especially at 
some opinions, which some of his church did broach, and for 
he seemed to have too good an opinion of, and too much fa- 
iQiliarity with those persons, drew out sixteen points, and gave 
them to him, .entreating him to deliver his judgment directly in 
them, which accordingly he did, and maay copies thereof were 
disper&ed about. Some doubts be well cleared, but in some 
things he gave not satisfaction. The rest of the ministers re- 
plied to these answers, and at large showed their dissent, and 
the grounds thereof; and, at the neift general court, held 9th of 
the 1st, they all assembled at Boston, and agreed to put off all 
lectures for three weeks, that they might bring things to ||some|( 
issue. 

One Mr. Glover of Dorchester, having laid sixty pounds of 
gunpowder in bags to dry in the end of his chimney, it took fire^ 
and some went up the chimney ; other of it filled the room 
and passed out at a door into another room, and blew up a 
gable end. A maid, which was in the room, having her arms and 
neck naked, was scorched, and died soon after. A little child, 
in the arms of another, was scorched upon the face, but not 
killed. Two men were scorched, but not much. Dfvers pieces, 
which lay charged in several places, took fire and went off^ 
but did no harm* The room was so dark with smoke, as 
those in the house could neither find door nor window, and 
when neighbours came in, none could see each other a good 
time for smoke. The house was thatched, yet took not fire j 
yet when the smoke was gone, many things were found burnt. 
Another great providence was, that three little children, being 
at the fire a little before, they went out to play, (though it were 
a very cold day,) and so were preserved. 

12 mo. 22.] The lieutenant |pof|| Say brook, at the mouth of 
Connecticut, going out with nine men, armed wuh swords and 
pieces, they started three Indians, whom they pursued till they 
were brought into an ambush of fifty, who came upon them, and 
slew four of their men, and had they not drawn their swords 
and retired, they had been all slain. The Indians were so 
hardy, as they came close up to them, notwithstanding their 
pieces.^ 

Ilanll IPatll 



1 Trumbull, I. 76, says it was in March.^ 
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(11.) 10.] Capt. Turner's house in Sagus took fire by an 
oven about midnight, and was burnt down, with all that was in 
it, save the persons. About fourteen days since, a ship called 
the George of Bristol, laden with cattle and passengers, (having 
been some time at the Western Islands,) and having speht her 
mainmast about Cape Cod, and after come near Brewster's 
Islands, was, by N. W. winds, forced to put into Plimouth. 

20.] A general fast was kept in all the churches. The" 
occasion was, the miserable estate of the churches in Ger- 
many; the calamities upon our native country, the bishops 
making havock in the churches, putting down the faithrul 
ministers, and advancing popish ceremonies and doctrines, the 
plague raging exceedingly, and famine and sword threatening 
them ; the dangers of those at Connecticut, and of ourselves 
also, by the Indians ;_and_lhe dissensionsjn our c^urches^ .^ 

The differences in the said points of religion increased more 
and more, and the ministers of both sides (there being only Mr. 
Cotton of one party) did publickly declare their judgments in 
some of them, so as all men's mouths were full of them. And 
there being, 12 mo. 3, a ship ready to go for England, and many 
passengers in it, Mr. Cotton took occasion to speak to them 
about the differences, &c. and willed them to tell our country- 
men, that all the strife amongst us was about magnifying the 
grace of God ; one party seeking to advance the grace of God 
within us, and the other to advance the grace of God towards 
us, (meaning by the one justification, and by the other sanctifi- 
cation ;) and so bade them tell them, that, if there were any 
among them that would strive for grace, they should come 
hither ; and so declared some particulars* Mr. Wilson spake 
after him, and declared, that he knew none of the elders or 
brethren of the churches, but did labour to advance the free 
grace of God in justification, so far as the word of God requir- 
ed ; and spake also about the doctrine of sanctification, and the 
use and necessity, &c, of it ; by occasion whereof no man 
could tell (except some few, who knew the. bottom of the mat- 
ter) where any difference was : which speech, though it offend- 
ed those of Mr. Cotton's party, yet it was- very seasonable to 
clear the rest, who otherwise should have been reputed to 
have opposed free grace. Thus every occasion increased the 
contention, and caused great alienation of minds; and the 
members of Boston (frequenting the lectures of other minis- 
ters) did make much disturbance by publick questions, and ob- 
jections to their doctrines, which did any way disagree from 
their opinions ; and it began to be as common here to distin- 
guish between men, by being under a covenant of grace or a 



*^ 
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'^ covenant of works, as in other countries between Protestants 

and Papists. 

February 6.] A man of Weymouth (but not of the church) 
fell into some trouble of mind, and in the night cried out, " Art 
thou come, Lord Jesus ?'' and with that leaped out of his bed 
in his shirt, and, breaking from his wife, leaped out at a high 
window into the snow, and ran about seven miles off, and 
being traced in the snow, was found dead next morning. 
They might perceive, that he had kneeled down to prayer 
in divers places. 

(I.) 9.] The general court began. When any matter about 
these new opinions was mentioned, the court was divided ; 
yet the greater number far were sound. They questioned 
the proceeding against Mr. Wilson, for his speech in the last 
court, but could not fasten upon such as had prejudiced him, 
&c. ; but, by the vote of the greater party, his speech was 
approved, and declared to have been a seasonable advice, and 
no charge or accusation. 

The ministers, being called to give advice about the authori- 
ty of the court in things concerning the churches, &c. did 
all agree of these two things: 1. That no member of the 
court ought to be publickly questioned by a church for any 
speech in the court, without the license of the court. The 
reason was, because the court may have sufficient reason that 
may excuse the sin, which yet may not be fit to acquaint 
the church with, being a secret of state. The sec ond jthing 
was, thjit, in all^sijch heresies or. errours. of .any church members. 
v/Os~are raVnifest and dangerous to the state, the court may 
V* proceed without tarrying for the church; but if the opinions 
\y be doubtful, &c. they are first to refer them to the church, &c. , 
At this court, when Mr. Wheelwright was to be question- 
ed for a sermon, which seemed to tend to sedition, &c. nea£ 
v-all the church of Boston presented a petition to the court for 
V' two things : 1. That as freemen they might be present in cases 
w-t)f judicature. 2. That the court would declare, if they might 
v^deal in cases of conscience before the church, &c. This 
was taken as a groundless and presumptuous act, especially at 
this season, and was rejected with this answer : That the 
court had never used to proceed §judicially,§* but it was open- 
ly; but for matter of consultation and preparation in causes, 
they might and would be private. 

One Stephen ||Greensmith,||^ for saying that all the ministers, 
IIGreenll 

1 Greensmith was a person of some consequence, as we shonld infer 
from the names of his sureties, which may be seen in Addenda. 
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except ^A. B. C, did teach a covenant of works, was censured 
to acknowledge his fault in everj church, and fined £40. 

Mr. Wheelwright, one of the members of Boston, preach- 
ing at the last fast, inveighed against all that walked in a 
covenant of works, as he described it *to be,^ viz. such ^a 
maintain sanctification as an evidence of justification, &c.^ auA^ I 
called them antichrists, and stirred up the people against them ' 
with much bitterness and vehemencj. For this he was called 
||into|| the court, and his sermon being produced, he justified it, 
and confessed he did mean all that walk in such « a way. 
Whereupon the elders of ihe rest of the churches were call* 
edy and asked whether they, in their ministry, did walk in 
such a way. They all acknowledged they did. So, after 
much debate, the court adjudged him guilty of sedition, and 
also of contempt, for that the court had appointed the fast as a 
means of reconciliation of the differences, &c. and be pur- 
posely set himself to kindle and increase them.' The govcr- 

||before|| 

1 From the Records of the general coart, I find the names to be, Cotton, 
VTheelwrigbt, ^^ and, as he thought, Mr. Hooker.** His sentence required 
also sureties in jSlOO. Of the payment of the fine notice wiU appear in 
Addenda. 

9 This explanation is in the margin. 

3 In the archives of the Historical Society, I discovered, some years since, 
the larger part, being the last thirty- three pages^ of this infiamroatory dis- 
course, which has never been printed, and probably not read more than once 
or twice for a hundred and sixty years. Having no acquaintance with the 
hand-writing of Wheelwright, though it is an ancient MS., I am not able to 
ascertain, whether it be copy or original ; yet it is probably original, for somo 
comparatively modem preserver has written on a blank leaf, that it ^^ was 
leftm the hands of Mr. John Coggeshall, who was a deacon of the church in 
Boston,*' The character of the sermon is, however, of more importance ; 
and I unhesitatingly say, that it was not such as can justify the court in their 
sentence for t edition and contempt, nor prevent the present age from regard- 
ing that proceeding as an example and a warning of the usual tyranny of ec- 
clesiastical factions. The author's conduct is by himself judged with suffi- 
cient severity in two letters, which will appear in this History sub an. 1644. 
Simil£ir, and often much heavier artillery of reproach, is too often employed 
in that fortress, within which the brave defenders fear no answer of an adver- 
sary's fire. 

The followers of Cotton, supporters of "Wheelwright, and admirers of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, have been usually stigmatized as antinomians \ and I am well 
satisfied, that the tendency of their doctriues was, by unscriptural represen- 
tations of grace, to disparage the value of good works. « But by many the 
same opinion is entertained of the tendency in teaching of the great body of 
their antagonists. We should never impute conclusions from the premises 
of one party, drawn by the adversary. With all his ardour against the er- 
rours of that time, Winthrop, who Well understood them, has not used this 
term of reproach, though Welde and other inquisitors have trusted much to 
the influence of an odioHs name. It is the most common artifice of the. 
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nour and some few more (who dissented) tendered a protesta- 
tion, which, because it wholly justified Mr. ||Wheelwrigbt,||^ 
and condemned the proceedings of the court, was rejected. 
The church of Boston also tendered a petition in bis behalf, 
justifying Mr. Wheelwright's, sermon. The court deferred 
sentence till the next court, and advised with the ministers, &c. 
whether they might enjoin his ||^silence,|| &c. They answered, 
that they were not clear in that point, but desired rather, that 
be might be commended to the church of Boston to take care 
of him, &c* which accordingly was done, and he enjoined to 
appear at the next court. Much -heat of contention was this 
court between the opposite parties; so as it was moved, that the 
next court might be kept at Newtown* The governour refused 

llWilfonlJ ||38entence|| 

** exquisite rancour of theological hatred." Though we may presume it was 
ffiven, the deluded did not adopt the denomination. I »hall not be blamed 
for an extract from this sermon, which Hutchinson, I. 59, I fear, without 
having read it, characterixes as ^^ carrying antinoroianism to the height." It 
contains thin exhortation : ^^ Thirdly, let us have a care, that we do show 
ourselves holy in all manner of good conversation, both in private and pub- 
liok \ and, in all our carriages and conversations, let us have a care to en- 
deavour to he holy as the Lord is } let us not give occasion to those that are 
ooming on, or luaoifestly opposite to the ways of grace, to suspect the way of 

5 race { let us carrv ourselves, that they may be ashamed to blaroe us ; let us 
eal uprightly with those with whom we have occasion to deal, and have a 
oare to guide our families and to perform duties that belong to us ; and let us 
have a care that we give not occasion to others to say, we are libertines or 
antinoffiiani." 

A perfect copy of this sermon, from the state house, with a great body of 
other old papers, supposed formerly to have belonged to Gov. Hutchinson, 
has been presented lately to the Historical Society ; and from this 1 find no 
reason to alter the foregoing opinion. The text was, for the views of his par- 
ty, admirably chosen from Matt. ix. 15. 

Mather, book VII. chap. iii. sect. 3, says, of Wheelwright, ^^ he published 
a vindication of himself against the wrongs, that by Mr. Welde and by Mr. 
Rutherford had been done unto him,^* The probable loss of this tract in- 
duoei me to enlarge my quotation from the Magnalia : ^Mn this vindication, 
he not only produces a speech of Mr. Cotton, / do conceive and profete^ 
Hi^i our hfoihtr Wkeelwrighf'^* doctrine u according to God in the points 
cenlrercrltif ; but also i^ declaration from the whole general court of the 
colony, tigued by the secretary, August 24, 1654, upon the petition of Mr. 
WheelwrignOs church at Hampton, in which declaration they profess, that, 
bearing that Mr. Wbeelwriffht is, bj Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Welde, rendered, 
in some books printed by thein, as heretical and criminous, they now signify, 
that Mr, Wheelwright bath, for these many years, approved himself a sound, 
orthodox and profitable Bunister of the goapel, among these churches of 
Chrtst," 

1 By foHowing the abturd reading of the first edition, substituting the 
chief of one party for the head of the other, Emerson, History of First 
Church, 38, has puxxled hb readers in a maie, from which they may now 
easily be extricated. 
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to put it to the vote ; the deputy was loath to do it, except the 
court would require him, because he dwelt in Boston, &c. So 
the court put it to Mr. Endecott. 

31.] Miantun nomoh, &c> sent twenty>six, with fprty fathom l^^-' 
of wainpBnTantrTi^eqtrotlVBand*' l^e gave Tour of the chief 
||each|| a coat of ||^fourteen|| shillings price, and deferred to re- 
turn our present till after, according to their manner. 

Mo. 2. 1.] Those of^Connecticut returned answer to our ^^ 
publick letters, "wBerem tEey'^sBo wed themselves unsatisfied 
about our former expedition against the Pequods, and their ex- 
pectation of a further prosecution of the war, to which they 
offer to send men, and signify their unpreparedness to declare 
themselves in the matter of government, in regard of their cn« 
gagement to attend the answer of the gentlemen of Saybrook 
about the same matter. 

10.] Capt. Underbill was senj to_Say brook, with twenty . 
men,^ to hppn llTftnRrt'iTol h in re'spect of the Indians, and es- 
peciaily of the Dutch, who, by their speeches and supplies out 
of Holland, gave |pcause|| of suspicion, that they had some de«* 
sign upon it. The men were sent at the charge of the gentle- 
men of Saybrook, and lent by order of the council here, for 
fear any advantage should be taken by the adverse party, 
through the weakness of the place* 

6.] The church of Concord kept a day of humiliation at 
Newtown, for ordination of their elders, and they chose Mr, 
Bucklv teacher, and Mr. Jones pastor. Upon a question 
moved h^ one sent from the churcn of Salem, it was resolved 
by the ministers there present, that such as had been ministers 
in England were lawful ministers by the call of the people 
there, notwithstanding their acceptance of the call of the 
bishops, :&c. (for which thev humbled themselves, acknowledg- 
ing it their sin,^ &c.) but being come hither, thev accounted 
themselves no ministers, until they were called ||no|| another 
church, and that, upon election, they were ministers beforo^ 
they were solemnly ordained. 

The governour, and Mr. Cotton, and Mr. Wheelwright, and 
the two ruling elders of Boston, and the rest of that church, 

llsachemsll ||9niDeteen|| ||3occa8ion|| ||^by|| 

1 Ordination by a bishop in England must have been thought valid, for 
by that rite it was, that all the other ministers asserted their claims to office, 
as we may see at the election, in August, 1630, of Wilson to the First Church 
of Boston. The people also equally respected it. But how it should be a sin, 
yet a valid entrance or admission to the Christian ministry, can be explained 
only by such timid casuists as humbled themselves for their act in submitting 
to it. 

28 vot. I. 
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which were of any note, did none of them come to this meeting. 
The reason wa^ conceived to be, because they accounted these 
as legal preac^rs, and therefore would not give approbation to 
their ordination. 

3. 2.] Mr. Haynes, one of our magistrates, removed with 
his family to Connecticut. 

^' 12.] We received a letter from him and others, being then 
at Saybrook, that the Pekods had been up the river at l£fj^^tJbi? 
ersfield^jgind had killed six men,being at theiurprk, and twenty 
cows and a mare,'^and'*Ka'd^ined three women, and carried 
away two maids. 
/ Mr. Winslow was sent from the governour and council of 

/ Plimouth to treat with us about joining against the Pequods. 

\He declared first their willingness to aid us; but that they 

/could not do any thing till their general court, which was not 

. till the first Tuesday in the 4th mbnth. Then he made some 

/ objections : as, 1. Our refusal to aid them against the French* 

2. Our people's trading at Kenebeck. 3. The injury offered 

/ them at Connecticut by those of Windsor, in taking away their 

J land there. 4. Their own poverty, and oUr ability, which 

v., needed not any help from them. 

To this answer was made by our governour and deputy : 
that, 1. We did not desire them to afford aid unto us, but to join 
against the common enemy, who, if he were not subdued, 
would prove as dangerous to them as to us, and, he prevailing, 
would cause all the Indians in the country to join to root out 
all the English. 2. For our refusal to aid them against the 
French, the case was not alike, for it was their private quarrel, 
and they were supposed to have commission from the king of 
France, and we thought it no wisdom for us to engage ourselves 
in a war with the king of France ; §yet we acknowledged some 
failing in it.§^ For our people's trading at Kenebeck, we an- 
swered, that we gave no allowance to it, nor had we heard of 
more than a boat or two that had been there. For the injury 
done them at Connecticut, we had dealt with them to give 
satisfaction, but it was not in our power to do them justice in it. 
||He|| alleged also, that this war did not concern them, seeing 
the Pequods had not killed any of theirs. We answered, that 
Capt. Stone, &C. for whom this war, was begun, were none of 
ours neither. |pHe|| alleged further^ that, in our first under- 
taking, they were not acquainted with it till two or three days 

llTbcyll IpTheyl 



1 This clavse is ^Nrongfat from the margin. 
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before our forces were to go forth. We answered, we intend- 
ed at the first to send only to Block Island, and for that we 
thought it not needful to trouble them, and our sending thetn 
thence to the Pequods was with hope to draw them to pariey, 
and so to some quiet end. We concluded to write further to 
them from our next court. And whereas they propounded to 
have us promise to aid them in all their occasions, &cc. we an- 
swered, that, seeing, when we now treated with them about 
joining with us, they were at liberty and might withhold, except 
they saw reason to move them'; so we desired to be left free, 
that, we might judge of the reason of any such occasion as 
might fall out. According hereunto we writ to them the 20th 
of the 3d month, and gave them some considerations, why they 
should join with us: as, 1. because, if we should be overcome, 
it would cost them more to help us, and be less acceptable ; 
2. if we should prevail without them, it would occasion ill 
thoughts in our people towards theirs, &c. So we left it to 
them. 

17.] Our court of elections was at Newtown. So. soon as 
the court was set, being about one of the clock, a petition was 
preferred by those of Boston. The governour ;vouW have 
read it : but the deputy said it was out of order ; it was a court 
||for|| elections, and those must first be despatched, and then 
their petitions should be heard. Divers others also opposed 
that course as an ill precedent, &c. ; and the petition, being 
about pretence of liberty, &c. (though intended chiefly for re- 
voking the sentence given against Mr. Wheelwright,) would 
have spent all the day in debate, &c. ; but yet the governour 
and those of that party would not proceed to election, except 
the petition were read. Much time was already* spent about 
this debate, and the people crying out for election, it was 
moved by the deputy, that the people should divide themselves, 
and the greater number must carry it. And so it was done, and 
the greater number by |pmany|| were for election. But the go* 
vernour and that side kept their place still, and would not pro- 
ceed. Whereupon the deputy told him, that, if he would not go 
to election, he and the rest of that side would proceed. Upon 
that, he came from his company, and they went to election ;^ 
and Mr. Winthrop was chosen governour, Mr. Dudley deputy, 
and Mr. Endecott of the standing council;^ and Mr. Israel 
Ml ^ liamochll 

1 A pleasant story of the exertioQ of Wilsop to secure tbU election is told 
hj Hutchinson, I. 62. 

3 He held thii place, without reflection, till the change of the constitution 
in 1639. * 



x/ 
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Stoughton and Mr. Richard Saltonstall were called in to be 
assistants ; and Mr. Vane, Mr. Coddington, and Mr. Dummer) 
(being all of ||that|| faction,) were left quite out. 
• There was great danger of a tumult that day; for those of 
that side grew into fierce speeches, and some laid hands on 
others ; but seeing themselves too weak, they grew quiet. They 
expected a ereat advantage that day, because the remote 
towns were allowed to come in by proxy ;^ but it fell out, that 
there were enough beside. But if it had been otherwise, they 
must have put in their deputies, as other towns had done, for 
all matters beside elections. Boston, having deferred to choose 
deputies till the election was passed, went home that night, and 
the next morning they sent Mr. Vane, the late governour, and 
Mr. Coddington, and Mr. Hofie, for their deputies ; but the 
court, being gi*ieved at it, found a means to send them home 
again, for that two of the freemen of Boston had not notice of 
the election. So they went all home, and the next morning 
they returned the same gentlemen again upon a new choice ; 
and the court not finding how they might reject them, they 
were admitted. 

Upon the election of the new governour, the Serjeants, who 
bad attended the old governour to the court, (being all Boston 
men, where the new governour also dwelt,) laid down their 
halberds and went home ; and whereas they had been wont to 
attend the former governour to and from the meetings on the 
Lord's days, they gave over now, so as the new governour was 
fain to use his own servants to carry two halberds before him j 
whereas the former governour had never less than four.^ 

Ilthell 



1 The admission of proxies was justified by experience at the election of 
the former year, and at the general court in December preceding this course 
was adopted, as by the record appears : " This court, taking into serious con- 
sideration the great danger and damage that may accrue to the state by all 
the freemen^s leaving their plantations to come to the place of elections, 
have therefore ordered it, that it shall be free and lawful for all freemen tp 
send their votes for elections by proxy, the next general court in May, and 
so for hereafter, which shall be done in this manner : the deputies, which 
9hall be chosen, shall Cause the freemen of their towns to be assembled, and 
then to take such freemen^s votes as please to send by proxy for every magis* 
trate, and seal them up severally, subscribing the magistrate's name on the 
back side, and so to bring them to the court sealed, with an open roll of the 
names of the freemen that so send by proxy .*' 

3 Many writer^, lopping only to the tone of this paragraph in our author, 
have considered, that the officers showed a special discourtesy to him. A 
strict examination of the complaint, perhaps, may show that it was not very 
well founded^ and, certainly, exempt these serjeants from the obloquy. The 
Colony Records, I. 145, instrnct us, that, at the general court in Marcl^ 
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Divers writings were now published about these differences. 
Among the rest, the magistrates ||set|| forth an apology to jus- 
tify the sentence of the court against Mr. Wheelwright, which 
the adverse party had much opposed and spoken evil of, 
and did also set forth a remonstrance to that end, in which 
they did not deal fairly ; for, in abbreviating Mr. Wheelwright 
his sermon, they clear altered both the words and meaning of 
such passages in it, whereat the offence was taken, and which 
were the ground of the court's sentence. 

Mr. Wheelwright also himself set forth a small |ptractate|| 
about the principal doctrine of his sermon, viz. about the cove- 
nant of grace, which was also differing from his sermon. 

The other ministers also set out an answer to his sermon, 
confuting the same by many strong arguments. 

Mr. Cotton also replied to their answer very largely, and 
stated the differences in a very narrow scantling; and Mr. 
Shepherd, preaching at the day of election, brought them yet 
nearer, so as, except men of good understanding, and such as 
knew the bottom of the tenents of those of the other party, few 
could see where thie difference was ; and indeed it seemed so 
small, as (if men's affections had not been formerly alienated, 
when the differences were formerly stated as fundamental) 
they might easily have come to reconciliation. For in these 
particulars they agreed: 1. that justification and sanctifica- 
tion were both together in time ; 2. that a man must know 
* himself to be justified, before he can know himself to be sanc- 
tified ; 3. that the spirit never witnessetb justification without 
a Ipwordy and a work. 

The difference was, whether the first assurance be by an 
absolute promise always, and not by a conditional also, and 
whelher a man could have 'any true assurance, without sight 

||sent|| iptreatisell l^vronderjl 



1635, it was ordered, ^^ that at every general court there shall be six men ap- 
pointed by the govemour for the time being, out of the town where be lives, 
to attend with halberds and swords upon the person of the govemour, and the 
rest of the members of the court, during the space of the first day of every 
general court ; and that there shall be two men appointed by the govemour 
to attend in like manner at every particular court at the publjck charges. ^^ 
When Haynes was afterwards chosen, the officers for this service, appointed 
by him, of course belonged to Newtown ; when Vane succeeded, he was re- 
quired to appoint men of Boston ; and at this election, after Winthrop was 
sworn in, he might have appointed the same or others of the same town. 
But those, whose o^ce ceased with the authority of Vane, are not, it seems 
to me, to be blamed for dec|imng, without comouMion anew, ip wait on his 
successor. 
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of some such work id his soul as no hypocrite could attain 

UDtO.^ 

At the court Mr, Wheelwright, according as he was enjoin- 
ed, did appear ; but, because a general day of humiliation was 
appointed, and it was agreed, that all the churches should 
choose certain men to meet and confer about the differences, 
the court gave htm respite to the next session, (which was ap- 
pointed the first Tuesday in August,) to bethink himself, that, 
retracting and reforming his errour, &c. the court might show 
him favour, which otherwise he must not expect. His answer 
was, that if he had committed sedition, then he ou^ht to be put 
to death ; and if we did mean to proceed against him, he meant 
to appeal to the king^s court ; for he could retract nothing. 
The court told him, that they were clear in the justice of their 
proceeding, and should judge of his offence as they had done, 
if it were to do affain ; but if, upon the conference among the 
churches, the Lord should discover any further ligbt to them 
than as yet they had seen, they should gladly embrace it. 

The intent of the court in deferring the sentence was, that, 
being thus provoked by their tumultuous course, and divers 
insolent speeches, which some of that party had uttered in the 
court, and having now power enough to have crushed them, 
their moderation and desire of reconciliation might appear 
to all, 

Having received intelligence from Miantunnomoh, that the 
Pequods had sent their women and children to an island for 
iheir safety, wc presently sent away forty jaen bjL land to the 
Norigmnsetts, and there to take in Miantunnomoh, (and he 
offered to send sixteen men with ||ours,||) and so, in the night, 
to set upon them. 

We also pcavided_tp send one hundred and sixty^ inore 



1 Upon snch a harmony of the creeds, without want of reverence for the 
wisdom and sincerity of our ancestors, we may well refer to the language 
of Solomon, Prov. i. 6, — " the words of the wise and their dark sayings.'^ 
The simplicity of the gospel seems utterly obscured by this controversy 
about the priority of sanctification or justification, whiph may be thought 
profound, or onlv absurd, according to the reader's education and ability to 
" darken counsel by words without knowledge." • 

2 Of this number, the proportion to be raised by the several towns was as 
follows: Boston, 26; Salem, 18; Ipswich, 17; Sagns, 16; Watertown, 
14; Dorchester, 13; Charlestown, 12; Roxbury, 10; Newtown, 9; 
Newbury, 8 ; Hingham, 6 ; Weymouth, 5 ; Medford, 3 ; Marblehead, 3. 
The note in Hutchinson, on I. 76, is wrong by one figure. It will 
be seen, in a comparison of the several notes on this subject, that the 
Relative population and wealth of our settlements frequently changed. 
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after them to prosecute the war ; and Mr. Stoufi^hton^ one of 
the magistrates, was sent with them, and Mr. Wilson, the pastor 
of Boston. These two were chosen thus in the open court ; 
Three magistrates were set apart, and one was designed by a 
lot ; also the elders set apart two ; and a lot was cast between 
them in a solemn publick invocation of the name of God. 

*22.] Miantunnomoh sent us word, that Capt. JJilasoi^with a 
company of the English upon the river, had surprised and slain 
eight Pequods, and taken seven squaws, and with some of them 
had redeemed the two English maids.* 

24.1 ^X letters from Mr. Williams we w^e^ cei:tified, 
(which the next day' was cbniSrme3'By some who came from 
Say brook,) that Capt. Mason^ was come to Say brook with 
eighty English and one hundred Indians ; an3 th'at'the Indians 
had gone out there, and met with seven Pequods ; five they 
killecf ; one they took alive, whom the English put to torture ; 
' and set all their heads upon the fort. The reason was, be- 
cause they had tortured such of our men as they took alive.^ 

The Dutch gove rnour sent a sloop to Pequod to redeem 
the two English maidsHby wKaT means soever, though it were 
withtfeach' of their p^ acc with the Pequods.^ The sloop of- 

Jit the general court, in August following, a rate of JC400 was thus as* 
sessed : Boston, £59.4 ; Salem, j&45. 13; Dorchester, J&42.6 ; Cbarlestown, 
J&42.6; Ipswich, £34.12; WatertowD, £30.& ; Roxhury, £30.8 ; Newtown, 
£29.12; Sagus, £28.16; Medford, £24.12; Newbury, £16.18 ; Hingham, 
£8.10 ; Weymouth, £6.16. Property and numbers, in a very short period, 
appear to have been quite unequally distributed between Medford and Mar- 
blehead. 

1 An ample accoant of Masan is given by Allen, and it seems strange, 
that Eliot omitted so distinguished a name. That he arrived in 1630, with 
the first settlers of Dorchester, as Allen asserts, from Trumbull, I. 322, may 
be an errour, as his name is not found before December, 1632, when he went 
in the expedition after the pirate Bull, of which notice in this volume, 
96, 97, may be compared with 2 Hist. CoU. VUI. 232. I presume he came 
in that year, and know^ that he was admitted a freeman 4 March, 1634 — 5. 
Prefixed to his own History of the Pequot War, in which he deserves the prin- 
cipal honour, reprinted 2 Hist. CoU. VUI. 120—153, is a life by the diligent 
hand of Prince, who would not assign an earlier arrival. His son, John, a 
captain, was wounded, 19 December, 1675, in the great battle with the Nar- 
ragansetts, and died in September following. Descendants of this energetick 
warrlour are found in New England, of whom one is the present Jeremiah 
Mason of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Abundant correspondence with 
J, Winthrop of Connecticut is preserved. 

» It was, probably, a mistaken policy, however justifiable the practice of 
retaliation may be with nations of nearer similarity of manners. Savages are 
jhardly tamed by kindness ; never by severity. 

3 This kindness of the Dutch I wish had been longer remembered by their 
neighbours of Connecticut, especially as mutual charges, without proof, of 
incitement of the barbarians, ar^ so frequently made by all civilized natkms. 
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fered largely for their ransom ; but nothing would be accepted* 
So the Dutch, having many Pcquods aboard, stayed six of 
them, (the rest leaped overboard,) and with them redeemed 
the two maids, who had been well used by the Pequods, and 
no violence offered them,^ 

The former governour and Mn Coddington, being discon-' 
tented that the people had left them out of all publick service, 
gave further proof of it in the congregation ; for they refused ta 
sit in the magistrates' seat, (where Mr, Vane had always sitten 
from his first arrival,) and went and sate with the deacons, al- 
though the governour sent to desire them to come in to him. 
And upon the day of the general fast, they went from Boston 
to keep the day at the Mount with Mr, Wheelwright* 

Another occasion of their discontent, and of the rest of that 
/ party, was an order, which the court had made, to keep out all 

such persons as might be dangerous to the commonwealth, by 
imposing a penalty upon all such as should retain any, &c. 
above three weeks, which should not be allowed by some of 
the magistrates ; for it was very probable, that they expected 
many of their opinion to come out of England from Mr» 
IJBrierlyll his church, &c.^ 

This order, and other differences between the new gover- 
nour and them, was the cause, that, at his return to Boston, 
none of them met him ; and the Serjeants, which had constant-^ 
ly attended the former governour to all publick meetings with 
four halberds, did now refuse to do any such oflSce to the new, 
alleging that they had done it to the former voluntarily, in re- 
spect of his person, not his place. To which it was answered, 
that there was a double errour ; 1. because the place drowns 
the person, be he honourable or base ; 2. in that any compli- 
ment of honour, being once conferred upon an office, (though 
voluntarily,) cannot after be taken away without contempt and 
injury. The country, taking notice of this, offered to send in 

l|B.|| 

1 No instance of the worst yiolence to woman has ever been told of our 
aborigines. Johnson, lib. 11. c. 1, who makes them the '' seed of the ser- 
pent," says the Indians questioned these maids " to know whether they could 
make gunpowder." 

2 In Cotton's Way of Congregational Churches Cleared, in answer to 
Bayley, one of the assertors of Presbyterian divine right, he says, speaking of 
this arbitrary order : ^^ I saw by this means we should receive no more mem- 
bers into our church, but such as must profess themselves of a contrary judg- 
ment to what I believed to be a truth." He designed to remove out of the 
jurisdiction with Davenport, but was dissuaded. 

Three tracts on this subject,— A Defence, The Answer, and Replication, — 
are found in Hutchinson's Coll. 67—100. 
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some from the neighbouring towns to carry the halberds bj 
course ; and upon that the town of Boston offered to send some 
men, but not the Serjeants ; but the governour chose rather to 
make use of two of his own servants*^ 

2^*] -Pur fagjifth from Connecticut^ with their Indiana^ and ^ .: 
many of the Naragansetis; marched in the night to a fort of the bli^ ' '" 
Pequods at Mistick, and, besetting the same about break of the 
day, after two hours' fight they took it, (by firing it,^ and slew ^. ' 
therein two chief sachems, and one hundred and fifty fightine , J^. f 
men, and about one hundred and fifty old men, women and ^' ^nM''- 
children, with the loss of two English, *wheheof but one was** ''^^.. 
killed by the enemy. Divers of the Indian friends were hurt 
by the ||English,||^ ^because they had not some mark to distin- 
guish them from the Pequods, as some of them had.* The story 
IS more fully described in the next leaf.^ 

Presently upon this came news from the Naragansett, that 
all the English, and two hundred of the Indians, were cut off in ^^^ 
their retreat, for want of powder and victuals. Three days 
after, this was confirmed by a post from Plimouth, with such 
probable circumstances, as it was generally believed. But, 
three days after, Mr. Williams, having gone to the Naragansetts 
to discover the truth, found them mourning, as being confident 
of it ; but that night some came from the army, and assured 
them all was well, and that all the Pequods were fled, and had 
forsaken their forts. The general defeat of the Pequods at 
Mistick happened the day after |pour|| general fast. 

Mo. 4i 3.] Two ships arrived here out of England, (Mr. 
Peirce was one.) In them came the copy of a commission, from 
the commissioners for New England, to divers of the magis- 
trates here, to govern all the people in New England till further 

||Peqaods|| ||Stbe|| 

- - - ■ ■ ■ ■ 

1 By the extract from the Records, in a former note on this subject, 
five pages back, it will be seen, that it was no part of the provision, that those 
who carried the halberds should be of the rank of Serjeants. 

9 Mason says, two were killed outright ; and thus our author corrects his 
irst relation. 

3 The goyemour had erased En^luK^ and written Peqwdi ; but that is 
manifestly an errour, if thh following clause be part of the report, which was 
probably false. 

4 It will not be found, though the author intended to furnish an account. 
This storming of the Indian fort at Mistick, between New London and Nor- 
wich, was an affair reflecting much credit on the commander, whose report, 
in the History of the war, is very full, accurate and animated ; but he maket 
the loss of the enemy six or seven hundred, " as some of themselves confess- 
ed,^^ and ^^ only seven taken captive, and about seveu escaped.^^ 

29 vol. r» 
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order, &c. upon this pretence, that there was no lawful aa- 
thority in ||force|| here, either mediate or immediate, from his 
majesty* 

Upon the n^ws from Mr. Williams, that the Pequods were 
dispersed, and some come in and submitted to the Naragansetts, 
(who would not receive them ||^before he|| had sent to know our 
mind,) the governour and council thought it needless to send so 
many men, and therefore sent out |pwarrants|| only for one half 
of the two hundred ; but some of the people liked not of it, 
and came to the governour to have all sent. He took it 
ill ; and though three of the ministers came with them to de- 
bate the matter, he told them, that if any one, ||^discerning|| 
an errour in the proceedings of the council, had come, in a 
private manner, to acquaint ||^him|| therewith, &c. it had been 
well done ; but to come, so many of them, in a publick and 
popular way, was not well, and would bring authority into 
contempt. This they took well at his hands, and excused 
their intentions. So it was thought fit to send about forty men 
more, which was yielded rather to satisfy the people, than 
for any need that appeared. 
/ Upon our governour's letter tn Plimouth, our friends there 

V^ agreed to send a pinnace, with forty men, to assist in the war 
against the Pequods; but they could not be ready to meet 
us at the first. 

15*] There was ajday of thanksgiving kept in all the 
/ churches for the victory obtained^ againsTm€' Pequods, and 

^ for other mercies. 

About this time came home a small pinnace of thirty tons, 
which had been forth eight months, and was given for lost.^ 
She went to the Bermuda, but by continual tempests was kept 
from ||®thence,|| and forced to bear up for the West Indies, 
and, being in great distress, arrived at Hispaniola, and not 
daring to go into any inhabited place there, but to go ashore 
in obscure places, and lived of turtles and /log^, &c. At last 
they were forced into a harbour, where lay a French man-of- 
war with his prize, and had surely made prize of them also, 

||form|| H^till theyll ||Sword|| ||4di8CoyeriDg|| ||5them|| ||«heiice|| 



1 The marginal note is, ^^ Capt. Gib. and Mr. Hill at W. Indies.^' When 
we recollect how minute Winthrop usaally is in his narrative of such disas- 
ters, we may judge how the tale of distress gained by frequent telling, till it 
grew up to ^^ the wonderful story of Major Gibbons^' in the Magnalia, lib. 
VI. chap. i. ( 3. It would with difficulty be understood to refer to the same 
event in our text, were not the sufferer^s name, and his relief by a French 
piralt^ sufficient marks of identity to turn us from Mather's Thaumaturgos 
back to the first relation, probably received from the adventurers' months. 
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but that the providence of God so disposed, as the captain, 
one ||Petfree,|| had lived at Pascataquack, and knew the mer- 
chant of our bark, one Mr» Gibbons* Whereupon he used 
them courteously, and, for such commodities as she carried, 
||%*eighted|| her with tallow, hides, &c. and sent home with, 
her his prize, which he sold for a small price to be paid in 
New England. He brought home an aligarto, which he gav^ 
the governour. 

20.3 Three ships arrived here from Ipswich, with three 
hundred and sixty passengers. The last being loath to come 
to an anchor at Castle Island, though hailed by the castle 
boat, and required, &c. the gunner made a shot, intending to 
shoot before her for a warning, but the powder in |pthe|| touch 
hole being wet, and the ship having fresh way with wind and 
tide, the shot took place in the shrouds and killed a passen- 
ger, an honest man. The next day the governour charged an 
inquest, and sent them aboard witn two of the magistrates (one 
of them being deputed coroner) to take view of the dead body, 
and who, upon hearing all the evidence, &c. found that he 
came to his death by the providence of God* 

23.] The governour went to Sagus, and so to Salem and\ 
to Ipswich, at all which places the men of the towns miet him, J \y^ 
and guarded him from town to town, (though not desired nor/ 
.expected by him,) to show their respect to their governpur/ 
and also for his safety, in regard it was reported the Pequods\ 
were come this way.^ He returned again the 28tb, being 
forced to travel all the night by reason of the heat, which 
was so extreme, as divers of those, who were new come on 
shore, died in their travel a few miles, '^ 

26.] There arrived two ships from London, the Hec- 
tor, and the [blank.] In these came Mr. ^Davenport and 

||Peterfore)| ||2fanil8he<Ii| ||3her|| 

1 Fear of the enemy^s enterprise may to us seem unreasonable, considering 
the numerous plantations between Peqaot attd 8alem ^ but the inhabitants 
were few, except on the seaboard. Yet we may believe, that tijeir appre« 
hension for his safety operated much less than a desire to show respect to the 
governour, especially under the Qircmpst^nc^s pf slight from thoae less souQ^I 
in the faith, 

2 Of this celebrated divine, who had beea a priest in one of the parishes of 
London, ample memorials are preserved by all the writers on the early affairs 
of our country, A sermon preached by him in 1629 is found at the Bos- 
ton Athenaeum. His condqct in concealing the fegicides has ever been 
eulogised in Connecticut, and was admired by many, who dared not imitate it 
in Massachusetts. He succeeded Wilsc^n in the First Church of Boston, be* 
ing the fourth minister in that place, all whose names werti John. But his 
eMni^if from N^w Hi^t^i) occasioned o«e of tb« in<tft disa^ree^b}^ contra 
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^another minister, and Mr. 'Eaton and Mr. 'Hopkins, two mer- 
chants of London, men of fair estate and of great esteem for 
religion and wisdom in outward affairs. 



▼enies, with which the affairs of the church have erer troubled onr country. 
Detce&dantB have often Tindicated their claim to the enjoyment of the talenti 
of their progenitor. 

1 We leam from Tmmbnll, il^o erroneovnly marks the arriTal in July, in- 
■tead of June, that this other minister was Samuel, brother of Got. Eaton. 
That author might have read in Mather, that Samuel Eaton died, 9 January, 
1665, at Denton in Lancashire. 

9 No character in the annals of New England is of purer fame than that of 
Theophilus Eaton, govemour of the colony of New Haven from its settlement 
to his death, by twenty annual elections, — ^the only instance of such an honour 
«ver conferred. That his talents were adequate to the station, might be con- 
fidently concluded from the fact of his prior service, several years, as represen- 
tative of Charles I. at the court of Denmark ; and the long administration of 
an infant state without a rival, is irrefragable proof of his prudence and virtue. 
AU the original writers of our hutory are abundant in his praise, and the later 
and more judicious inquirers are satisfied with their evidence. The errour of 
Trumbull, I. 99 — 100 and 231, in asserting that Eaton was three years in the 
East Indies, and sometime deputy govemour of the company trading thither, 
«rose probably from the appellation of East Country^ used by Mather, from 
the universal custom of England, for the regions bordering on the Baltick. 
It had been avoided by Eliot, Holmes and Allen ; but my respect for the ven« 
erable historiographer of Connecticut led me unhesitatingly to adopt his au- 
thority, till I saw the cause of his mistake in the Magnalia. On this pilgrim^s 
' character and death, Hubbard, 329, 330, is more valuable and minute than 
about any other. His death was 7 January, 1657 — 8. 

3 Edward Hopkins was son-in-law of Gov. Eaton, and, alternately with 
Haynet, for many years, govemour of the colony of Connecticut, in which 
station Eliot erroneously asserts he died. He went to England, probably, in 
1652, whence he did not return ; though, after the decease of Haynes, be was 
again chosen govemour, in- 1654. The time of his death was March, 1657, 
a few months before his friend Eaton. He was then serving in parliament, 
and also as a commissioner of the army and navy^ His liberality to Nevr 
England was abundantly shown in his will, made 7 or 17 March, 1656 — ^7. 
Extracts will interest the present age : ^^ For my estate in New England, 
(the full account of which 1 left clear in book there, and the care and in- 
spection whereof was committed to my loving friend, Capt.. John CuUick,) I 
do in this manner dispose : Item, I do give and bequeath unto the eldest 
child of Mrs. Mary Newton, wife to Mr. Roger *Newton of Farmington, and 
daughter to Mr. Thomas Hooker, deceased, the sum of £30 ; as also the 
sum of £20 unto the eldest child of Mr. John CuUiok by Elisabeth hk 
present wife. Item, I do give and bequeath to Mrs. Sarah Wilson, the wife 
of Mr. John Wilson, preacher of the gospel, and daughter of my dear pas- 
tor, Mr. Hooker, my farm at Farmington, with all the houses, outhouses, 
buildinp, lands, &c. belonging thereunto, to the use of her and the heirs of 
her body forever. I do also give unto Mrs. Susan Hooker, the relict of Mr. 
Thomas Hooker, all such debts as are due to me from her, upon the account I 
left in New England. And the residue of my estate there I do hereby give 
aa(} bequeath to my father, Theophilus Eaton, Esq. Mr. John Davenport, 

•■ ( 
' • First nUnuttr of Farmington^ 
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In the Hector came also the Lord Ley, son and heir of the 
Earl of Marlborough, being about nineteen years of age, who 



Mr. John Cnllick, and Mr. William Ooodwin, in fall asrarance of their 
trust and faithfulness in disposing of it according to the true intent and 
purpose of me the said Edward Hopkins, which is, to give some encour- 
agement in those foreign plantations for the breeding np of hopeful youths, 
both at the grammar school and college, for the publick service of the 
country in future times. For the estate the Lord bath given me in ihu 
England, I thus dispose, and my wish is, that jSlSO per annum be yearly paid 
per my executor to Mr. David Yale, brother to my dear distressed wife, for her 
comfortable maintenance, and to be disposed of per him for her good, 
she not being in a condition 5t to manage it herself; and I do hearti]^ en- 
treat him to be careful and tender over her ; and my will is, that this be 
jsaid quarterly by £37.10 each quarter, and to continue to the end of the 
quarter after the death of my said wife, and that my executor give good 
security for a punctual performance hereof. My will also is, that the J&3Q,^ 
given me per the will and testament of my brother Henry Hopkins, lately 
deceased, be given to our sister Mrs. Judith [unknown,] during her natural 
life, and that it be made up £S0 per annum during her life, I do give to my 
sister Mrs. Margaret Thomson the sum of j&50, to be paid her within one 
year after my decease. I do give unto my nephew Henry Thomson jC800» 
whereof J&400 to be paid within sixteen months after my decease, and the 
other £400 within six months after the decease of my wife. I do like- 
wise give and bequeath to my niece Katherine Thomson, but now Katherine 
James, (over and above the portion of £500 formerly given her,) £100. I 
do also give and bequeath unto my nieces Elizabeth and Patience Dalley, un- 
to each of them, £200, provided they attend the direction of their brother or 
aunts, or such as are capable to give them advice in the dispose of them- 
selves in marriage. I give unto my brother Mr. David Yale £200 ; to my 
brother Mr. Thomas Tale £200, and to my sister Mrs, Hannah Eaton £200. 
My farther mind and will is, that, within six months after the decease of my 
wife, £500 be made over into New England, according to the advice of my 
loving friends Major Robert Thomson and Mr. Francis Willoughby, and con- 
veyed into the hands of the trustees before mentioned, in farther prosecution 
of the aforesaid publick ends, which, in the simplicity of my heart, are for the 
-upholding and promoting the kingdomv of the Lord Jesus Christ in those parts 
of the earth. 1 do farther give unto my beloved wife a bed, with all furniture 
belonging unto it, for herself to lie on, and another for the servant maid 
that waits on her, and £20 in plate for her present use, besides one third 
part of all my household goods. I give unto Mr, John Davenport, Mr. 
Theophilus Eaton, Mr. Cullick, each of them, £20, to be made over to them 
into New England where they are ; and my will and pleasure is, that £20 
be put into a piece of plate, and presented in my name to my honoured 
friend Dr. Wright, to whom I owe more than that, being much engaged, de- 
siring him to accept it only as a testimony of my respects. I do give unto my 
servant James Porter £10 ; unto my maid Margaret £5 ; unto my maid Mary 
£2. I do give unto my honoured and loving friends Major Robert Thomson 
and Mr. Francis Willoughby £20 a-piece, in a piece of plate, as a token of 
my respects unto them ; and I do give unto my servant Thomas Haytor £20. 
I do rive unto my sister Yale, the wife of Mr. David Yale, £20 ; as also to 
John Lollor, a youth now with my sister Eve, £20, to fartiier him out to be 
an apprentice to some good trade, and £20 more at the time of his coming to 
his own liberty, to encourage him to set up his trade, if he continue living so 
lone. I do give unto my nephew Henry Dalley, master of arts in Cam- 
^rid|;e, my land in the county of Essex ; and, for the payment of all 
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came onW to see the country. He was of rery sober car- 
riage, and showed much wisaom and moderation in his lowly 
and familiar carriage, especially in the ship, where he was 
much disrespected and unworthily used by the master, one 
Feme, and some of the passengers ; yet he bare it meekly and 
silently. When he came on shore the governour was from 
home, and he took up his lodging at the common inn. Wheo 
the governour returned, he presently came to his house. The 

Sovernour offered him lodging, &c. but he refused, saying, that 
e came* not to be troublesome to any, and the house where he 



debts, dues and legacies, do give unto him all ray personal estate, and, bj 
tbese presents, renouncing and making void all other wills and testaments, 
do declare, constitute and make bim my sole executor, and my good 
friends Major Robert Thomson and Mr. Francis Willoughb v overseers, of this 
my last will and testament. Signed, sealed, declared and published by the 
raid Fdward Hopkins, F^q. at his bouse at London, on tfae 17th day of 
March in the year of our Lord 1657, to be his last will and testament.*^ 

Mention of the distress of his wife, named Ann, which was by loss of her 
reason, will occur in our second volume. She died 17 December, 1698. 
Trumbull, I. 233, says, Hopkins^s estate, '* given in New England, was esti- 
mated at about j^lOUO sterling, and was appropriated to the support of the 
grammar schools in New Haven, Hertford and Hadley. The money originally 
belonged to New Haven and Hartford ; but as a considerable number of the 
people of Hartford afterwards removed to Hadley, and were principal set- 
tlors of that town, they received tbeir proportion of the donation.^^ 

lu sis. months after the wife^s decease, which was above forty years later 
than the testator^s, the j^OO out of the English property should have been 
paid. But the executor and residuary devisee being dead, process in 
chancery was necessary against his executor. Under a final decree by Sir 
Siimon Harcourt, lord keeper, Harvard College has enjoyed, jointly with the 
grammar school in Cambridge, since 1714, a fund, of which Gov. Dudley 
and other principal persons, civil and ecclesiastical, to the number of twenty- 
one, were made first trustees. As the direction from the chancery was to 
invest the same jn lands, a purchase was made, under authority of an act of 
the province, from the Natick Indians, being about thirteen thousand acres, 
comprising, with an additional grant from the province, the flourishing town 
of Hopkiuton in Middlesex county, — having its name from this liberal bene- 
factor of New England, — and part of the town of Upton in the county of 
Worcester. Tlie reht charge of these lands, for many years secured by the 
commonwealth, amounted to $222,22 annually, until March, 1823, and 
from thence forward, forever, $666,67 annually, being at the ri^te of one penny 
sterling per acre for the first ninety-nine years of the leases, and three pence 
sterling afterwards. Being one of the trustees, the editor knows the faithful 
and judicious employmeiit of this charity. The fund, which, notwithstanding 
tlie evils of paper money, and occasional injurious denial of rent by some of 
the tenants, has been increased, now exceeds the sum of $18000, besides 
the original investment. 

Several letters of Gov, Hopkins to J. Winthrop, jun. are preserved in 
vol. XIX. of Trumbull MSS. and there is one to our author, 21 June, 1648, 
printed in Hutchinson^s Collection, 225, showing a disposition to return to 
England, controlled by affection towards his adopted country. It is wri^<^ 
t^n with more perspicuity tb^n is Usually foun() ip papers ^f that a|e^ 
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was was so well governed, that he could be as private there as 
elsewhere. 

We had news of a commission granted in England to divers 
gentlemen here for the governing of New England, &c. 5 but 
Instead thereof we received a commission from Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges to govern his province of New Somersetshire, which is 
from Cape Elizabeth to Sagadahoc, and withal to oversee his 
servants and private ||affairs ;|| which was observed as a matter 
of no good discretion, but passed in silence. We excused our 
not intermeddling, &c. because, being directed to six or five of 
them, and one of their names being mistaken^ and another re- 
moved to Connecticut, there were but four in the country ; as 
also for that it did not appear to us what authority he had to 

f rant such a commission. As for the commission from the 
ing, we received only a copy of it, but the commission itself 
staid at the seal for want of paying the fees. 

Mo. 5.1 The party^ who procured the commission, one 
George |pCleves,||^ brought also a protection under the privy 
sienet for searching out the great lake of Iracoyce, and for the 
sole trade of beaver, and the planting of Long Island, Tby 
§articles of§ agreement between the Earl of Sterling, Viscount 
Canada, and him. Thus this andt»ther gentlemen in England 
get large circuits of lands, &c. in this country, and are very 
ready to grant them out to such as will become their tenants, 
and, to encourage them, do procure commissions, protections, 
&c. which cost them nothing, but will be at no charge in any 
right way of plantation^ wnich should be by coming them^ 
selves^ or sending some of their children, &c. ; but now, as they 
adventure little, so they are sure to lose nothing but their vain 
hope.^ 

Capt. Stough ton and hi s company^^jiRying pnrs^pf] ^ hg V ?r Ay^ 

Hofficersll ||9Chever|| 



1 Cleves was a person of some importance, as, in' the second volume of this 
History, will appear. He was agent or govemour under Alexander Rigby, a 
member of parliament; and in Hazard, I. 570, is a letter from Edward 
Rigby, son of Alexander^ to the inhabitants of Laconia, 19 July, 1652, tak- 
ing notice of Cleves beinc^ in England, and expressing a design to send 
him back. I should consider it as an approbation, though Sullivan, His- 
tory of Maine, 315, says, Cleves "was an equivocal character, and acted 
with great duplicity. He obtained a letter of agency from Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, acted as deputy govemour to both, and sold lands under the title 
of each, as appears from theoregistry of deeds, which he executed." On his 
next page he remarks on devests unfaithfulness to the son, after the death 
of the father. I know not whether Cleves lived in Maine afterwards. 

9 This opinion of Winthrop has, in all succeeding times, been confirm- 
ed, being not more founded om reason, than verified by experience. 
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? U0t8 beyon d r!npnPrfjriit^^^r^ pi'a«ing (^ft[iww^ofiit.||^^ Jq 
'equot Kiver^ where they were advertised/that one hundred of 
them were newly come back to a place some twelve miles off. 
So they marched thither by night, and surprised them all. 
Thej^ put to death twenty-two men, and reserved two sachems, 
hoping by them to get Sasacus, (which they promised.) All 
the rest were women and children, of whom they gave the 
Naragansetts thirty, and our Massachusetts Indians three, and 
the rest they sent hither. 

A pinnace, returning, took a canoe with four Indians near 
Block Island. We sent to Miantunnomoh to know what they 
were, and after we discharged all save one, who was a Pequod, 
whom we gave Mr. Cutting to carry into England. 
[Large blank.] 
"" The differences grew so much here, as tended fast to a 
separation ; so as Mr. Vane, being, among others, invited by 
the governour to accompany the Lord Ley at dinner, *not 
only^ refused to come, (alleging by letter that his conscience 
withheld him,) *but also, at the same hour, he went over to 
Nottle's Island to dine with Mr. Maverick, and carried the 
Lord Ley with him.*^ 
y 6.] There were sent to Boston forty-eight women and chil- 

\ / dren. There were eighty taken, as before is expressed. These 
were disposed of to particular persons in the country. Some of 
them ran away and were brought again by the Indians our 
neighbours, and those ||we|| branded on the shoulder* 

12*] Ayanemo, the sachem of Niantick, came to Boston 
with seventeen men. He made divers propositions, which we 
promised to give answer unto the next day ; and then, under- 
standing he had received many of the Pequods, submitting to 
him since the former defeat, we first demanded the delivery of 
them, which he sticking at, we refused further conference with 
him ; but, the next mornine, he came and offered what we desired. 
So the governour referred him to treat with our captains at the 
Peguod, and wrote instructions to them how to deal with him^ 
and received his present of ten fathom of wampom. He was 
lovingly dismissed, with some small things given him. 

Here came over a brother of Mrs. Hutchinson, and some 
other of Mr. Wheelwright's friends, whom the governour 
thought not fit to allow, as others, to sit down among us, with- 

flmenll 

1 I have no doubt, that every reader will be pleased with the preserva- 
tion of this anecdote, though eraied bj the ^vemonr ; for it strengthens 
bis remark very much. 
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out some trial of them. Therefore, to sav^ btherd from the 
danger of the law in receiving of them, he allowed them for 
four months. This was taken very ill by those of the other 
party, and many hot speeches given forth about it, and about 
their removal, &c. 

13.] Mr. Stoughton, with about eighty of the English, 
whereof 1Wr.X.udlow, Capt. Mason, and [hlank,} of C?onhecIi- 
jut, were part, sailed to the west in pursuit of Sasacus, &c. ""At 
^^^heplac kj they killed six^.^(iJjMik twp. Aid head of land a 
httle short .ihey. ,T)e.hea5ei . two sachems; whereupon they 
called the place Sd£h.QQ9's Head. About this time they had 

g'ven a Pequod his life to go find out Sasacus. He went, and 
und him not far off; but Sasacus, suspecting him, intended to 
kill him, which the fellow perceiving, escaped in the night, and 
came to the English. Whereupon Sasacua^and Mononotto, 
then: two chief sachems, and some twenty miore, ffecTto the Mo- 
hawks. But eighty of their stoutest m^n, and two hundred ^ 
"dlherff, women and children, were at a place within twenty or T^'^ I ^ 
thirty miles of the Dutch, whither our men marched, and, being ^7 j " 

guided by a Divine Providence, came upon them, where they..,.^ 1. 

had twenty wigwams, hard by a most hrdeous swamp, so thicK / ^. 
with bushes and so quagmiry, as men could hardly crowd into -^ ^ ' 
it. Into thid swamp they were all gotten. Lieut. Davenport 
and two or three more, that entered the swamp, were danger- 
ously wounded by the Indian arrows, and with much difficulty 
were fetched out. Then our m6n surrounded the swamp, being 
a mile about, and shot at the Indians, and they at them, from 
three of the clock in the afternoon till they drsired parley, 
and offered to yield, and life was offered to all that had not 
shed English blood. So they begatk to Come forth, now some 
and then some, till about two hundred women and children 
Were come out, and amongst them the sachem of that place, 
and thus they kept us two hours, till night was come on, and 
then th'e men told us they would fight it out ; and so they did all 
the night, coming up behind the bushes very near our men, 
and shot many arrows into their hats, sleeves and ||atock8,|| yet 
(which was a vei^ miracle) not one of ours wounded. When 
it was near mornmg, it grew very dark, so as such of them as 
were left crept out at one place and escaped, being (as was 
judged) not above twenty at most, and those like to be wound- 
ed ; for in the pursuit they found some of them dead of their 
wounds.^ Here our men gat some booty of kettles, trays 

||8tockiDgs|| 
1 For a larger account of tbii nwamp figHt, lee Matoa^i UUtorjr. 

30 VOL. X. 
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ivampom, &c« and the women and children were divided, and 
sent some to Connecticut and some to the Massachusetts. The 
sachem of the place, having yielded, had his life, and his wife 
and children, flbc« The women, which were brought home, 
reported, that we had slain in all thirteen sachems, and that 
there were thirteen more left. We l^ad now sla in and ta k en^ in 
ally ^bQ^t fl pY^n h^mdn^dT We sent fifteen of the boys and 
two women to Bermuda, by Mr. Peirce ; but he, missing it, 
carried them to Providence Isle.^ 

Mo. 6.] Mr. Stoughton sailed, with some pf^his. company, 
^/ from Pequod "to "Block Island. They came thither in the 
night, y^l^WCTiB'dtscovcred,' and our men having killed one or 
two of them, and burnt some of their wigwams, &c. they came 
to parley, and, submitting themselves to become tributaries in 
one hundred fathom wampompeague, and to deliver any that 
should be found to have any hand in Mr. Oldham's death, 
they were all received, and no more harm done them. 

3.] At our general court, one Greensmith, being censured 
for saying, that all the elders, &c. except two, did preach a 
covenant oif works, &c. he did appeal to the king ; but the court, 
notwithstanding, committed him till,,&c. 

The Lord Ley, being told that one Ewre had spoken trea- 
son against the "king, sent for the party, one Brooks, and in- 
quiring of him, he told him that Ewre had said, about twelve 
months before, that, if . the king did send any authority hither 
against our patent, he would be the first should resist him. 
Ihis coming to the eovernour^s knowledge, he sent for the 
parties, and bound them over to the general court. When 
they came there. Brooks brought his wiu^ to witness with him ; 
but her testimony agreed not with his ; also three others (whom 
he had told it unto) reported it otherwise. So at length they all 
agreed, and set it uncler their hands, that Ewre said, that, if 
there came any authority out of England contrary to the pa- 
tent, he would withstand it. Now, because here was no men- 
tion of the king, and because he never informed any of the 
magistrates of it, and for that it was evident that he bare 
malice ||to|| the said Ewre, we saw no cause to take any other 
of the parties informing, (the rather because themselves did 

IMI 



1 We caniiot Ikil, I think, to lament this enslaTing of the prisoners, bj 
tale in a foreign conntnr, however it might be excused bj a pretended 
necessitr. In that day it was probaUy jwtified bj reference to the prac- 
tice or institution of tho Jews. Tet that cruel people never sent prison- 
ers so far. 
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Qrge it, and she refused longer to speak at all, except she 
might be put to her oath,) nor any offence, which deserved 
punishment, seeing it is lawful to resist any authority, which 
was to overthrow the lawful authority of the Icing's Hgrant ;|| and 
so the governour did openly declare, in the court, as justifiable 
by the laws of England.^ 

3.] The Lord Ley and Mr. Vane went from Boston to the 
ship, riding at Long Island, to go for England* At their de* 
p^rture, those of Mr. Vane's party were gathered together, and 
did accompany him to the boat, (and many to the ship Q &nd the 
men, being in their arms, gave him divers vollies of snot, and 
five pieces of ordnance, and he had five more at the castle. 
But the governour was not come from the court, but had left 
order with the captain for their honourable dismission.* 

There was an old woman in Ipswich, who came out of Eng- 
land blind and deaf, yet her son could make her understand 
any thing, and know any man's name by her sense of feeling. 
He would write upon her hand some letters of the name, and 
by other such motions would inform her. This the governour 
himself had jptrial of|| when he was at Ipswich. 

5.] Mr. Hooker and Mr. Stone came, with Mr. Wilson, 
from Connecticut by Providence ; and, the same day, Mr. Lud- 
low, Mr. Pincheon, and about twelve more, came the ordinary 
way by land, and brought"-with thera a p?irt of the skin and 
lock of hair of Sasacus and his brother and five other Pequod 
>fte4retns, who, being fled to the Mohawks for shelter, with tneir 
wamppro^being to the value of jpfive hundred pounds,|p were by 
them surprised and slain, with twenty of their best men. 
Mononotlbh was also taken, but escaped wounded. They 
brought news also of divers other Pequods, which had been 
slain by other Indians, and their heads brought to the English \ 
so that now there had been slain and taken betwe en e ight and 
nine hundred. Whereupon letters were sent loTVIi'TlStougiriba 
and the rest, to call them all home.* 

||pateDt|| \\9tmd oftenil |P£500|| 

1 Here is perhaps to be understood an indirect censure of Lord Ley for 
his interference, and a direct iniuot^nanc9 of the freedom of speech on 
such a topick, 

3 A rate of J&400 was by this court apportioned as follows i Boston, 
£59.4; Salem, £45.12; Charlestown and Dorchester, each, £42.6 ; Ips- 
wich, £34.12 ; Roxburj and Watertown, each, £30.8 ; Newtown, £29.12 ; 
Sagus, £28.16; Medford, £24.12; Newbury, £16.18 ; Hingham, £8.10 ; 
Weymouth, £6.16. 

3 Weight, not money, appears to me the meaning. 

4 A despatch, from Stoughton on service, will be fovod 4n the Appendii;« 
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A woman of Boston congre^tion, havipg been in much 
trouble of mind about her spiritual estate, at length grew into 

!utter|| desperation, and could not endure to hear of anv com* 
brt, &c*, so as one day she took her little infant and threw it 
into a well, and then came into the house and said, now she 
was sure she should be damned, for she bad drowned her 
child; but some, stepping presently forth, saved the child*^ 
See more alien 

Mr. Hooker and the rest of the elders, meeting divers days, 
they agreed (with consent of the magistrates) upon a day ot 
humiliation to be kept in all the churches the 34th of this 
month ; the day for the conference to be the 30th day. At 
their private meetings some reconciliation was made between 
Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright and Mr. Wilson, he pro- 
fessing, that, by his speech in the court, he did not intend the 
doctrine of Mr. Cotton or Mr. Wheelwright delivered in the 
publick congregation, but some opinions, (|pnaming|| three qr 
four,) which were privately carried in Boston and other parts of 
the country ; and accordingly Mr. Cotton declared so much in 
the congregation the Lord's day following* And for the rest 
of bis speech, it was agreed by all the elders to be inoffensive, 
considering his call thereto by the court. This sudden change 
was much observed by some, who were privy that Mr. Wilson 
had professed as much before, both privately, to the elders, and 
piiblickly, in the congregation, and that the said opinions had 
been delivered to the elders of Boston in writing as tbosQ 
which Mr. Wilson intended.* 

17,] Mr. Davenport preached at Boston (it being the lec^ 
ture day) out of that in 1 Cor., I exhort you brethren, &c, 
that there be no divisions among you,&c. j wherein, as be fully 
set forth the nature and danger of (^divisions, and the di$orders|| 
which were among us, &c., so he clearly discovered his judg- 
ment against the new opinions and bitter practices, which were 
sprung up here. 

||bitter|| ' ||8ineaniDg|| ||3di8orders and the divisionpll 



1 In the marrgin is written, " Hett^s wife distracted.^' A similar instance 
of her insanitj, in attempting to destroy another of her children, is found ii^ 
this History five years later* 

9 Nothing is more refreshing, in the violence of these contests, which grew 
more violent as the matter of contest was unintelligible to the many, and thet 
diversity of opinions not verjr striking to the few, than the same church re- 
taining, for their Christian mstructers, the heads of the opposite parties. 
Cotton and Wilson. The fact proves, stronger than any argapieDt, tiie pru^ 
^ff^qe of the pastor and the temper of tfj^' teacher, 
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Mr* Cotton, expoundiDs that in 2 Cbron. [blank] of the de^ 
fection of the ten tribes from Rehoboam, and his preparations 
to recover them by war, and the prophet's prohibition, &c. 
proved from that in Numbers, 27. 21 , that the rulers of the 
people should consult with the ministers of the churches upon 
occasion of any war to be undertaken, and any other weighty 
business, though the case should seem never so clear, as E^vid 
in the case of Ziglag, and the Israelites in the case of Gibeah. 
Judges, &c. 

26«] Xhe captain and soldiers returned all from Pequod, 
having Ipgtbut one man, "and he dieli Of a Biix," and another 
isii sick of an old infirmity, an asthma. The Indians about 
sent in still many Pequods' heads and hands from Long Island 
and other places, and [blank] sachems of Long Island came 
voluntarily, and brought a tribute to us of twenty fathom of 
wampom, each of them ; and Miantunnomoh sent here some 
Pequod squaws, which had run from us. 

31.] The Nara^ansetts sent us the ||hands|| of three Pe- 
quods,--*one the chief of those who murdered Capt. Stone. ^ 
[Very large blank.] 

Twenty men went in a pinnace to kill sea horse at the Isle 
of Sable, and after six weeks returned home, and could not find 
the island ; but, after another month, viz. about the [blank] of 
Septeipber, thev set forth again with more skilful seamen, with 
intent to stay there all winter. 

Mr. Eaton, and some others of Mr. Davenport^s company, 
went to view Quinepiack, with intent to begin a plantation 
there. They had many offers here and at Plimouth, and they 
had viewed many places, but none could content. 
[Large blank.] 

Some of the magistrates and mmbters of Connecticut being 
here, there was a day of meeting appointed to agree upon 
some articles of confederation, and notice was given to Pli- 
mouth, that they might join in it, (but their warnjng was so 
short as they could not come.) This was concluded after. 
See (3.) 1643. • 

[Very large blank.] 

30,] The synod, called the assembly, began at Newtown. 
There were all the teaching elders through tne country, and 
some Ipnewll come out of England, not yet called to any place 
here, as Mr. Davenport, &c. 

The assembly began with prayer, made by Mr. Shepherd, the 
pastor of Newtown. Then tljc erroneous opinions, whioh were. 

llheadsB ||2were|| 
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spread in the couDtry, were read, (being eighlj^ in all ;) next 
the unwholesome expressions f then the scriptures abused. 
Then they chose two moderators for the next daj, viz. Mr. 
Buckly and Mr. Hooker, and these were continued in that 
place all the time of the assembly. There were about eigfatjF 
opinions, some blasphemous, others erroneous, and all unsafe, 
condemned by the whole assembly ; whereto near all the 
elders, and others sent by the churches, subscribed their 
names ; but some few liked not subscription, though they con- 
sented to the condemning of them. 

Some of the church of Boston, and some others, were offend* 
cd at the producing of so many errours, as if it were a reproach 
laid upon the country without cause ; and called to have the 
persons named, which held those errours. To which it was 
answered and affirmed by many, both elders and others, that 
nil those opinions could be proved, by sufficient testimony, 
to be held by some in the country ; but it was not thought fit to 
name the §partie5, because this assembly had not to do with§ 
persons, but doctrines only. Yet this would not satisfy some, 
but they oft called for witnesses ; and, because some of the 
magistrates declared to them, (when they refused to forbear 
speech unseasonably, though the moderators desired them,) 
that, if they would not forbear, it would prove §a civil§ disturl> 
ance, and then the magistrate must interpose, they objected 
against this, as if the magistrate had nothing to do in this as- 
sembly. So as he was forced to'tell one of them, that, if he 
would not forbear, but make trial of it, he might see it execut- 



1 If any in our times have snch insatiable cnriositj, as to desire more parti- 
cular information of the incomprehensible jargon contained in these erroars, the 
exact numeration of which was eightj-two, imputed to the followers of Cot- 
ton and supporters of Wheelwright, with the antinomian explanations of Mrs. 
liulchinson, that she denied, the whole is written in ^^ A short Stor^ of the 
Rise, Reign and Ruin of Antinomians, Familists and Libertines, that infected 
the Churches of New England,*^ by Thomas Welde, who was one of the chief 
inquisitors. The edition, Lraidon, 1644, published by the author, is in the 
Boston Athenxum; a second edition, London, 1692, in Uarrard CoUege Li- 
brary. The work has not, I pi^sume, been often quoted within a century. 
It was relied upon in the famous ^^ Testimony of the Pastors of the Churches 
in the Province of Massachusetts Bay at the Annual Convention in Boston, 
25 May, 1743,^^ protesting against the spreadipg of many antinomian and 
familistical errours, occasioned by the itinerant labours of Wbitefield, Tennent, 
and their disciples, by which, for some years, was produced the greatest reli- 
gious excitement ever known in New England. It was happy that the govern- 
ment did not employ the same means of conversion as in 1637. 

3 They amounted to nine, in stating which, with their confutatioo, three 
pages of Welders book is occupied. 
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ed. Upon this some of Boston departed from the assembly, 
and came no more*^ 

After the errours condemned, there were five points in ques- 
tion, between Mr. Cotton and Mr. Wheelwright on the one 
part, and the rest of the elders on the other part, *which were 
after reduced to three,* and those after put into such ej[pres- 
sions as Mr. Cotton and they agreed, but Mr. Wheelwright 
did not: 

1. The first was about our union with Christ. The question 
was, whether we were united before we had active faith. The t j 
consent was, that there was no marriage union with Christ be- j 
fore actual faith, which is more than habitual. 

2. The second was, about evidencing justification §by sanc- 
tification.§ The consent was, that some saving sanctifications ( 
(as faith, &c.) were coexistent, concurrent, and coapparent (or ^ 
at least might be) with the witness of the Spirit always. ' 

3. That the new creature is not the person of a believer,, 
but a body of saving graces in such a one ; and that Christ, as 
a head, doth enliven or quicken, preserve and act the same, but 
Christ himself is no part of this new creature. 

4. That though, in efiectual calling, (in which the answer of 
the soul is by active faith, wrought at the same instant by the 
Spirit,) justification and sanctification be all together in them ; 

yet God doth not justify a man, before he be eftectually called, /^ 
and so a believer. 

5. That Christ and his benefits may be ofiered and exhibit- 
ed to a man under a covenant of works, but not in or by a ^ 
covenant of works.^ , 

In the first handling of these questions, either party deliver- ' 
ed their arguments in writing, which were read in the assem- 
bly, and, after, the answers to them, which spent much time 
without any effect ; but after they came to open dispute, the 
questions were soon determined ; for so they came to under- 
stand each other better. 

Mo. 7.] The last day of the assembly other questions 
were debated and. resolved : 



1 Perhaps it may seem reasonable, to doubt the usefulness of suc^h a decla- 
ration of errours, that might not, at least many of them, have entered into the 
heads of the speculatists, unless they had been thus branded. But, ^* Uis. 
glorious sport, to see the engineer hoist with his own petard.^^ 

S We must regret, rather than wonder, that consent in the faith, after a 
synod on high points of doctrine, not deduced simply, perhaps not deducible, 
from the scriptures, is generally obtained by expressing the propositions in 
language, either unintelligible or designedly ambiguous. The peace of the 
church is restored by darkness. 



940 JOHN WINTHROP. [163T* 

!• That though women might meet (some few together) to 
pray and ||edify|| one another ; yet such a set assembly, (as was 
then in practice at Boston,) where sixty or more did meet every 
week, and one woman (in a prophetical way, by resolving 

Suestions of doctrine, and expoundmg scripture) took upon bei^ 
le whole exercise, was agreed to be disorderly, and without 
rule.i 

2. Though a private member might ask a question publick- 
ly, after sermop, for information ; yet this ought to oe very 
wisely and sparinely done, and that with leave of the elders : 
but questions of |f peference,|| (then in use,) whereby the doc- 
trines delivered were reproved, and the elders reproached, 
and that with bitterness, &c., was utterly condemned. 

3. That a person, refusing to come to the assembly, to abide 
the censure of the church, might be proceeded against, though 
absent ; yet it was held better, that the magistrates' help were 
called for, to compel him to be present. 

4. That a member, differing from the rest of the church in 
any opinion, which was not fundamental, ought not for that to 
forsake the ordinances there ; and if such did desire dismission 
to any other church, which was of his opinion, and did it for 
that end, the church whereof* he was ought to deny it for the 
same end.^ 

22.] The assembly brake up ; and it was propounded by 
, the govemour, that they would consider, that, seeing the Lord 
had been so graciously present in this assembly, that matters 
had been carried on so peaceably, and concluded so comforta- 
bly in all love, &c., if it were not fit to have the like meeting 
once a year, or, at least, the next year, to settle what yet re- 
^ mained to be agreed, or if but to nourish love, &c. This mo- 
tion was well liked of all, but it was not thought fit to con- 
clude it.' 

jjadviselj ||Sblank|| 

1 A prophetieiil way has been often followed, at meetings of women in 

Boston, and is, I think, in our days, without censure. The conduct of the 

female assembly in 1637, however, so much resembles party making, that the 

resolution of the synod is approved by the editor, though it bears hard on his 

/ great, great, great, great grandmother. 

s Such resolutions as the two last must, by modem Congregationalists, be 
thought very tyrannical ; and any proceedings of churches conformable to 
them would be utterly disregarded by the aggrieved. The law would now 
protect one, instead of compelling him, in case of refusal to go to church to 
hear his own censure. 

9 General experience in Christenddm, since the council at Jerusalem in 
the days of the aipostles, has shown, that, instead of tending to '' nourish 
love^^^ synods have served only to engender strife and debate, to rend anew 
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There was a motion made also by the governour, that, 
whereas there was difference among the churches about the 
maintenance of their ministers, it might be agreed what way 
was most agreeable to the rule of the gospef; but the elders 
did not like to deal in that, lest it should be said, that this 
assembly was gathered for their private advantage.^ 

26,] Mr. DaVenport (as he had been before requested by 
the assembly) preached out of Phil. 3. 16, wherein he laid 
down the occasions of differences among Christians, &c. and 
declared the effect and fruit of the assembly, and, with much 
wisdom and sound argument, persuaded to unity, &c. 

The diet of the assembly was provided at the country's 
charge, as also the fetching and sending badk of those, which 
came from Connecticut. It came to, in all, [blank.*] 
[Large blank.] 

28.] Two men were hanged at Boston for several murders. 
The one, John Williams, a ship carpenter, who, being lately 
come into the country, and put in prison for theft, brake out of 
prison with one John Hoddy, ||whom,[| near the great pond, in 
the way to Ipswich, beyond Salem, he murdered, and took away 
his clothes and what else he had, and went in them to Ipswich, 
(where he had been sent to prison,) and was there again appre- 
hended ; and though his clothes were all bloody, yet he would 
confess nothing till, about a week after, that the body of Hoddy 
was found by the kine, who, smelling the blood, made such a 
roaring, as the cow keeper, looking about, found the dead 
bodv covered with a heap of stones. 

The other, William Schooler, was a vintner in London, and 
had been a common adulterer, (as himself did confess,) and had 
wounded a man in a duel, for which he fled into the Low 
Country, and from thence he fled from his captain and came 
into this country, leaving his wife (a handsome, neat woman) in 
England. He lived with another fellow at Merrimack, and 

. l|when|| 

the seamless coat of their master, and in his name to utter a new command- 
ment, that men hate one another. If this first synod of New England pro- 
duced peace, as we cannot but acknowledge it did, it was by the encourages 
ment of the magistrate to the eyangelical process of banishment, which was • 
soon inflicted by the civil arm, after the ecclesiastical head had failed in its 
remedies. 

1 This disinterested spirit of the assembly, when invited by the chief 
civil authority of the colony to consider of their own maintenance, must 
never be recollected without honour. 

S From the Colony Records, where we ought to look, I am unable to 
supply this blank. 

31 VOL, I. 
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there being a poor maid at Newbury, one Mary Sholy; who 
had desired a guide to go with her to her roaster, who dwelt at 
Pascataquack, be inquired her out, and agreed, for fifteen shill- 
ings, to conduct her thither. But, two days after, he returned, 
and, being asked why he returned so soon, he answered,' that 
he had carried her within two or three miles of the place, and 
then she would go no further. Being examined for this by ihe 
magistrates ||at|| ipswich, and no proof found against him, he 
was let go. But, about a year after, being impressed to go 
against the Pequods, he gave ill speeches, for which the gover- 
nour sent warrant for him, and being apprehended, (and sup- 
posed it had been for the death of the maid, ||^ome|| spake what 
they had heard, which might occasion suspicion,) he was again 
examined,' and divers witnesses produced about it. Whereupon 
he was committed, arraigned and condemned by due proceed- 
ing. The |peffect[| of the evidence was this : 

1. He had ||^Iived[| a vicious life, and now lived like an 
atheist. 

3. He had sought out the maid, and undertook to carry 
her to a place, where he had never been. 

3. When he crossed Merrimack, he landed in a place 
three miles from the usual path, from whence it was scarce 

^possible she should get into the path. 

4. He said he went by Winicowett house, which he said 
stood on the contrary side of the way. 

5. Being, as he said, within two or three miles of Swam- 
scote, ||*where|| he left her, he went not thither to tell them of 
her, nor staid by her that night, nor, at his return Ifome, did tell 
any body of her till he was demanded of her. 

6. When he came back, he had above ten shillings in his 
purse, and yet he said she would give him but seven shillings, 
and he carried no money with him. 

7. At his return he had some blood upon his hat, and on 
his skirts before, which he said was with a pigeon, which he 
killed. 

8. He had a scratch on the lefl side of his nose, and, being 
asked by a neighbour how it came, he said it was with a 
bramble, which could not be, it being of the breadth of a small 
nail ; and beinff asked after by the magistrate, he said it was 
with his piece, but that could not be on the lefl side. 

9. The body of the maid was found by an Indian, about 
half a year after, in the midst of a thick swamp, ten miles short 
of the place he said he left her in, and about three miles from the 
place where be landed by Merrimack, (and it was after seen 

|or| (SmodI ll^tatel fl^ledH ||^heii| 
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by the English,) the flesh being rotted off it, and the clothes 
laid all on an heap by the body. 

10. He said, that, soon after, he left her, he met with a bear, 
and he thought that bear might kill her, yet he would not go 
back to save her. 

11. He brake prison, and fled as far as Powder Horn Hill, 
and there hid himself out of the way, for fear of pursuit, and 
after, when he arose to go forward, he could not, but (as him- 
self confessed) was forced to return back to prison again. 

At his death he confessed he had made many lies to excuse 
himself, but denied that he had killed or ravished her. He 
was very loath to die, and had hope he should be reprieved ; 
but the court held him worthy of death, in undertaking the 
charge of a shifdess maid, and leaving her (when he might 
have done otherwise) in such a place, as he knew she must 
needs perish, if not preserved by means unknown. Yet there 
were some ministers and others, who thought the evidence not 
sufficient to take away his life.^ 

(8.) 7.] The Wren, a small pinnace, coming from Con- 
necticut, was taken in a N. E. storm, and forced to anchor near 
Conyhassett, where she drave upon the rocks, and was wreck- 
ed, hut all the men were saved. 

12.] ^ day of thapksgiyiog kept in all the^ cimrches for ^^ 
Hour Jtictories|| against the Pequods, and for the success of the 
assembly ; but, by reason of this latter, some of Boston would 
not be present at the publick exercises. The captains and sol- 
diers, who had been in the late service, were feasted^ and^ after 
tRsr^Ennon, ifee magistrates and elders accompanied them to 
the door of the house where they dined* 

[Large blank.] ^— ^ 

(9.) 1.] l^iantimnomoh, the Naraganseit sa ch e ro,- came ^ 
to Boston. The goverriour, deputy and treasurer treated with 
him, and they parted upon fair terms. He acknowledged that 
all the Pequod country and Block Island were ours, and 

{)romised that he would not meddle with them bqt bj our 
eave. We gave him leave to right himself for the |pwrQngs,|| 
which ipJanemoh and Wequash Cook|| had done him ; and for 
the wrong they bad done us, we would right ourselves in our 
own time. 
A young man, coming alone in a skiff from Newtown, 
||a vjatpryll ||3injurie8|| (31. and N. Cook|| 

1 Doubts might reasonably be entertained ; for the first and last cirdum- 
■tances, to say nothing of more than half of the others, are of yery uncertalq 
tendency. 
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in a N* E« fttorm of wind and snow, was found dead in his 
boat, with a half crown piece b his mouth. 

One Jewell, master of a bark, was drowned. The manner 
was this. He was bound to the Isle of Sable, to relieve our 
men there. His bark had lain near a week at Natascott, wait^ 
ing for him, but he staid at Boston drinking, and could not be 
gotten awaj. Mo. x. When be went, there was committed 
to his care a nindlet of strong water, sent to some there, he 
promising, that, upon his life, it should not be touched ; but, as 
nc went down in nis bark's skiff, he went on shore at the castle, 
and there drank out about a gallon of it, and at night went 
away ; but, it being very cold and dark, they could not find 
their bark, and Jewell his hat falling into the water, as they 
were |lrowing|| back to look for it, he fell into the water, near 
the shore, where it was not six feet deep, and could not be re* 
covered* 

There was great hope, that the late general assembly would 
have had some good effect in pacifying the troubles and dis* 
sensions about matters of religion ; but it fell out otherwise.^ 
For though Mr. Wheelwright and those of his party had been 

llcomingll 

I By thif generation an erroneous zeal for God in their fathers should he 
regarded with tenderness. We are not much endangered in this respect by 
their example ( yet it is proper to look at their conduct, for it may be a 
warning. If the state bad left this obscure controversy, where it belonged, to 
the unsound beads but pure hearts of the deluded, it might soon have sub- 
sided in silence. Hutchinson, I. 73, thinks posterity might have been igno- 
rant that such a woman as his ancestor ever existed. The proceedings of the 
first council of Ephesus, A. D. 431, which condemned I^estorius and his 
harmless errours, may be found in Oibbon's Decline and Fall, chap. XLVII. 
Metaphysical doctrines then influenced, as they have often since, the con- 
cerns of the state, and the rights of citizens were judged by their opinions on 
religion ; while the supifeme magistrate, instead of an impartial arbiter, be? 
came the furious leader or blind fcdlower of the dominant faction. ^^ Ephesus, 
the city of the Virgin, was defiled with rage and clamour, with sedition and 
blood ; the rival synods darted anathemas and excommunications from their 
spiritual engines ; and the court of Theodosius was perplexed by the adverse 
and contraoictory narratives of the Syrian and Egyptian factions. During a 
busy period of three months, the emperour tried every method, except the 
most effeotual means of indifference and contempt, to reconcile this theo* 
logical quarrel.^* 

The deliberations at Ephesus terminated in the establishment of a dogma 
about the double nature of the founder of our religion ; but this benefit, for 
which the unholy assembly has since been venerated under the title of the 
third oecumenical council, appears rather the result of passion than of argu- 
ment, and relies more on the fraud of man than the authority of scripture. 
Similar indecencies may not be found in the ecclesiastical asseoiblies of New 
Kngland \ but there is some parallelism in the object and the result ; and the 
sarcasms of the adversary are in some degree justified. For seventeen cen** 
turies, the occasions to blaspheme are almost as numerous as the synods. 
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clearly confuted and confounded in the assembly, yet they 
persisted in their opinions, and were as busy in nourishing con- 
tentions (the principal of them) as before. Whereupon the 
general court, being assembled in the 2 of the 9th month, and 
nnding, upon consultation, that two so opposite parties could 
not ||contain|| in the same body, without apparent hazard of 
ruin to the whole, agreed to send away some of the principal; 
and for*this a fair ^opportunity was offered by the remonstrance 
or petition, which they preferred to the court the 9th of the 
1st month, wherein they affirm Mr. Wheelwright to be inno- 
cent, and that the court had condemned the truth of Christ, 
with divers other scandalous and seditious speeches, (as ap- 
pears at large in the proceedings® of this court, which were 
faithfully collected and published soon after the court brake 
up,) subscribed by more than sixty of that faction, whereof one 
ipWilliamll Aspinwall, being one, and he that drew the said pe- 
tition, being then sent as a deputy for Boston, was for the 
same dismissed, and after called to the court and disfranchised 
and banished.^ John Coggeshall was another deputy, who, 

||coutmue|| ||2Mr.|| 

•I Pretence would have been as proper a word as opportunity, and a 
strange pretence it seems. If by the remonstrance an indignity were offered 
to the March court, by all rules of proceeding, either of reason or practice, 
the same body, and not another, should have passed its animadversion on the 
contempt. Yet a new court was chosen in May, and held, as our author 
shows, a second session in August, without taking any notice of the previous 
offence. Perhaps it might have been imprudent to punish, before Sir H. 
Vane and Lord Ley departed ; and such a probable inference is fortified by a 
passage in Welders preface. There was still another general court, in Sep- 
tember after the dissolution of the synod, and Aspinwall was a member of 
that court ; yet, though it must have been known, that the foul spirit exhibit- 
ed in the petition was not purged away by the scientifick confutation, the 
sleeping honour of the March legislature remained without vindication. 

9 Unless my opinions be as much perverted by prejudice as those of the 
majority of the court appear to me, this account of the remonstrance is very 
unjust ; but that every reader may form his own judgment of this " seditious 
libel," as it was called by authority, I have transcribed it from Welde, 
p. 23 — 25, and given it a place in the Appendix. 

3 The petition was suddenly drawn up, as the audience withdrew from the 
court, after their censure of Wheelwright ; and sentence of banishment was 
passed on Aspinwall, before it was known that he was the penman. Welde, 32, 
considers it ^' an overruling hand of God ; for, the next day, it was discovered,, 
that he was the man that did frame the petition, and drew many to subscribe 
to it, and some had their names put to it without their knowledge, and in his 
first draught there were other passages so foul, as he was forced to put them 
out, and yet many had not subscribed but upon his promise, that it should not 
be delivered without advice of Mr. Cotton, which was never done." Perhaps 
the passages erased before presenting were an aggravation of the crime in the 
opinion of the reverend casuist, whose judgment is so blinded by passion, that 
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though his hand ||werc|| not to the petition, yet, professing him- 
self to approve of it, &:c« was also dismissed, and after disfran- 
chised. Then the court sent warrant to Boston to send other 
deputies in their rdom ; but they intended to have sent the 
same men again ; but Mr. Cotton, coming amongst them, dis- 
suaded them with much ado,* Then the court sent for Mr. 
Wheelwright, and, he persisting to justify his sermon, and his 
whole practice and opinions, and refusing to leave either the 
place or his publick exercisings, he was disfranchised and .ban- 
ished. Upon which he appealed to the king, but neither called 
witnesses, nor desired any act to be made of it. The court 
told him, that an appeal did not |plie;|| for by the king^s grant 
we had power to hear and determine without any reservation, 
&c. So he relinquished bis appeal, and the court gave him 
leave to go to his house, upon his promise, that, if he were not 
gone out of |pour|| jurisdiction within fourteen days, he would 
render himself to one of the magistrates.^ 

The court also sent for Mrs. Hutchinson, and ^char ged her 
with divers matters, a8jierJi££ping.lap_gubtTdrtectu^ 
tr??ek' uTBer Jiouseu whecfita^xty or eighty persbTi5niTd"usuallv 
resort, and for repx-QAcmng most of the mmisters (viz. all ex- 
cept Mr. Cotton) for not preacfiing a coveniarnirp^ 
and„ that, they^ Jiafl not the seal of iBe' Spirits nor were-ahle 
ministers of the NeiTTesTaraent j which .wer£LclearJy,4)i:pyeA 
B^TT!9t-iier,4liotTgh she sought to shift it off. And, after many 
speeches to aTid fro;'"at lasl "she was so fuTT as she could not 
contain, but vented her revelations ; amongst which this was 
one, that she had it revealed to her, that she should come into 
New England, and should here be ||Yersecuted,|| and that God 

tl^a«ll ll«lay|| ||3the)| ||^presented1| 

he seems an unfortunate advocate, rather than an impartial reporter. Of the 
misrepresentation about Cotton, and of the forged signatures, no light is obtain- 
ed from Winthrop or the publick records. 

1 Coddington was the other representative of Boston, and probably did not 
sign the remonstrance ; yet he approved it, I suppose, as much as Coggeshall. 
Id place of Aspinvsrall and Coggeshall, the Town Records inform. us, that, 
6 November, William Colbronand John Oliver were chosen ; but, at the same 
court, the latter was " dismissed from being a deputy for justifying the se- 
ditious libel, called a remonstrance or petition.^^ Col. Rec. L 203. The 
town bad spirit enough to forbear further exercise of their right for that ses^ 
sion ; but Oliver and Hough, who was of the same party, were members of 
the two following courts. This John Oliver, I presume, was brother of 
Thomas, the ruling elder. 

2 Hubbard, 366, almost confesses, that the government " had overdone in 
passing the sentence.^^ This treacherous candour, had Wheelwright die4 
thirty years sooner, might not ha,ve been observed. 
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would ruin us and our posterity, and the whole state, for the 
same* So the court proceeded and banished her ; but, because 
it was winter, they committed her to a private house,^ where 
she was well provided, and her own friends and the elders 
permitted to go to her, but none else. 

The court called also Capt. Underhill, and some five or 
six more of the principal, whose hands were to the said peti-* 
tion ; and because they stood to justify it, they were disfran- 
chised, and such as had publick places were put from them.* 

The court also ordered, that the rest, who had subscribed 
the petition, (and would not acknowledge their fault, and which 
near twenty^ of them did,) and some others, who had been 
chief stirrers in these contentions, &c. should be disarmed. 
This troubled some of them very much, especially because 
they were to bring them in themselves ; but at last, when they 
saw no remedy, they obeyed.* 

I It will be seen, a few pages onward, that this bouse was in Roxbury. 
The Colony Record of her banishment, I. 203, informs us, that she ^^ was 
committed to Mr. Joseph Welde,'^ probably one of the deputies from that 
town, and brother of the clerg^rman there, I'homas, the sad historian of the 
controversy, who had shown himself sufficiently desirous of convincing her of 
her errours, and was not a litUe soured by his ill success. 

9 Underhill excused himself, like a soldier, but in vain. ^^ He insisted 
much,^^ says Welde, ^^ upon the liberty which all states do allow to military 
officers for free speech, &c. and that himself had spoken sometimes as freely 
to Count Nassau.^' 

3 Only ten names of those, who '* acknowledged their sin in subscribing 
the seditious writing, and desired to have their names crossed out,^^ are found 
in the Records of that session ; and one of /Aem, Ralph Mousall, a represen- 
tative at the court in September, 1638, " for speeches formerly spoken by 
him in approbation of Mr. Wheelwright, was dismissed from being a member 
of this court.^^ Rec. I. 227. We are left then to the supposition, that the 
governour enlarges the number of the converts, or else that, at a future day, 
when the violence of party was assuaged, recobciliation with the offended 
majesty of a different court was encouraged, without noticing the fact in their 
proceedings. Yet there is entered, so late as 13 May, 1640, the submission of 
** Mr. Henry Flint." But the victory over him was wfell deserving of notice, 
as he was a distinguished young man, then chosen minister at Braintree, 
where his settlement, which should have taken place at 'Jte same time with 
Thomson^s, 24 September, 1639, was delayed till 17 March after. No doubt 
this postponement was, to afford him liberal opportunity for this recantation. 
The commendation of him by Johnson, lib. I. c. 37, and again, lib. 11. c. 18, 
for his industrv against the same ^^ sinful opinions" appears, to us who know 
the whole, rather ludicrous. Math^'s biography of Flint, Magnalia, 111. c. 19^ 
is remarkable, even in him, for its nothingness. 

4 In no part of the history of any of the United States, perhaps, can a pa- 
rallel be found for this act, the remarkable circumstances of which justify a 
long transcript from the Colony Records, vol. 1. 207 — 8. 

"Whereas the opinions and revelations of Mr, Wheelewright and Mrs. 
Hutchinson have sedneed, and led into dangerous errours, many of the people 
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All the proceedings of this court against these persons were 
set down at large, with the reasons and other observations, and 



beare in Newe EnglaDd, insomiich as there is jast cavee CffsiiepitiqDf that thej^ 
as others ia Germany, in former times, may, upon some revelation, make some 
suddaine irruption upon those that differ from them in judgment : for (pre- 
vention whereof, it is ordered, that all those, whose names are underwritten, 
shall, (upon warning given or left at their dwelling houses,) before the 30th 
da/ of this month of r<iovember, deliver in at Mr. Caoe^s house at Boston all 
such guns, pistols, swords, powder, shot and match, as they shall bee owners 
of, or have in their custody, upon paioe of tenn pound for evrj default to bee 
made thereof; which armes are to bee kept bj Mr. Cane till this court shall 
take further order therein. Also it is ordered, upon like penalty of X J&, that 
no man, who is to render his armes by this order, shall buy or borrow any 
guns^ swords, pistols, powder, shot or match, untill this court shall take fur- 
ther order therein." 

^^ The naioes of Boston men to bee disarmed : Capt. John Underbill, Mr. 
Thomas Oliver, William Hutchinson, William Aspinwall, Samuel Cole, Wil* 
liam Dyer, Edward Rainsfoard, John Button, John Sanfoard, Richard 
Cooke, Richard Fairbanks, Thomas Marshall, Oliver Mellows, Samuel VV'il- 
bore, John Oliver, Hugh Gunnison, John Biggs, Richard Gridley, Ed- 
ward Bates, William Dinely, William Litherland, Matfaewe lyans, Henry 
Elkins, Zaccheus Bosworth, Robert Rice', William Townsend, Robert Hull, 
William i'ell, Richard Hutchinson, James Johnson, Thomas Savage, John 
Davy, George Burden, John Odlin, Gamaliel Wayte, Edward Hutchinson, 
W^illiam Wilson, Isaack Grosse, Richard Carder, Robert Hardings, Rich^ 
ard Wayte, John Porter, Jacob Eliot, James Penniman, Thomas Wardell, 
William WardelL, Thomas Matson, Williaiu Baulston, John Compton, Mr. 
Parker, William Freeborn, Henry Bull, John Walker, William Salter, Ed- 
ward Bendall, Thomas Wheeler, Mr. Clarke, Mr. John Coggeshall.^' 

^^ The like order is taken for other towns, changing the names of thos6 
who shall deliver their armes, and keepe them. 

^^ The names of Salem men to bee disarmed : Mr. Scrugs, Mr. Alfoot, Mr. 
Commins, goodman Robert Moulton, goodman King, to deliver their arms to 
Leift. Damfort. 

^^ The names of Neweberry men to bee disarmed are Mr. Dummer, Mr. 
Easton, Mr. Spencer, to bee delivered to the cunstable of the towne. 

^^ The names of Roxberry men to bee disarmed are Mr. Edward Denison, 
Richard Morris, Richard Bulgar and William Denison, Philip Sherman, to 
bee delivered to goodman Johnson. 

^^ The names of Ipswich men to bee disarmed are Mr. Foster and Samuel 
Sherman, which are to deliver their armes to Mjr. Bartholomewe. 

^^. The names of Charlestowne men to bee disarmed are Mr. George Bun- 
ker and James Br(^wne, who are to deliver their armes to goodman Thomas 
Line." 

^^ It was ordered, that if any that are to bee disarmed acknowledge their 
sinn in subscribing the seditious libell, or do not justify it, but acknow- 
ledge it evill to two magistrates, they shall bee thereby freed from deliver- 
ing in their armes according to the former order." 

^'' The towne of Roxberry is required to take order for the safe custody of 
Mrs. Hutchinson, and if any charge arise, to be defrayed by her hus- 
band.^' 

'I'he full and overflowing measure of an honourable and Christian revenge, 
for this indignity to the lineal ancestor of the editor, was enjoyed by him, 
little more than thirty -seven years after, when he was commander in chief of 
nil the Massachusetts forces, in the b^;inning of King Philip's war, and the 
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were sent into England to be published there, to the ehd that 
*all* our godly friwids might not be discouraged from coming 
to U8, &c.^ 

After this, tn^ny of the church of Boston, being highly of-* 
fended with thegovernour for this proceeding, wel*e earnest 
with the elders to have him called to account for it; but they 
were not forward in it, and himself, understanding their intent, 
thought fit to prevent such a publick disorder, and so took oc- 
casion to speak to the congregation to this effect : 

U That if he had been called, &c. he would have desired, 
first, to have advised with the elders, whether the church had 
power to call in question the proceedings of the civil court* 

2. He would have consulted with the rest of the court, 
whether he might discover the ||counselsl| of the court to this 
assembly. 

3. Though he knew, that the elders and some others did 
know, that the church could not inquire into the justice and 
proceedings of the court, &c. ; yet, for the |psatisfaction|| of such 
as did not, and were willing to be satisfied, he would declare 
bis mind herein. 

4. He showed, that, if the church had such power, they 
must have it from Christ, but Christ had disclaimed it in his 
practice |pand|| by rule, as Luke [blank,] Matt, [blank ;] and the 
scripture holds not out any rule or example for it ; and though 
Christ's kingly power be in his church, yet that is not that 
kingly power whereby he is King of kings and Lord of lords, 
for by that kings reign and princes, &c. It is true, indeed, that 
magistrates, as they are church members, are accountable to 
the church for their failings, but that is when they are out of 
their calling ; for we have examples of the highest magistrates 
in the same kind, as Uzzia, when he would go ofier incense in 
the temple, the officers of the church called him to account, 

||coticerns|| |Psanct»fication|| H^^^ll 

* - - ■ ■ 

blood of his sons was shed for his country. He was of the council in 16i80, 
and until his death, 14 February, 1682. 

Another of these disarmed gentlemen, Edward Hutchinson, son of the 
prophetess, and brother-in-law of Savage, fell in battle, the same year, in an 
honourable rank. His will is in our Probate Records, Tol. VI. 95. His son, 
the Hon. Elisha Hutchinson, who died 10 December, 1717, aged 77, was 
father of Hon. Thomas, bom 30 January, 1674, who died 3 December, 1739. 
This last was father of Thomas, born 9 September, 1711, H. C. 1727, the 
celebrated historian and unhappy govemour of Massachusetts, who died 
3 June, 1780. Of this latter Eliot gives an account more full and judicious 
than of any other in his admirable volume. 

1 In the margin is written, ^' This was printed by Mr. We2Ss about seven 
years after.^' The misrepresentatioci of the author^s name H strange. 

32 VOL. I. 
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and withstood him. Bat when Asa put a prophet in prison, 
and when Salam put out Abiathar from the priesthood, (the 
one bein^ a good act and the otber ill,) yet the officers of the 
church did not call either of them to account for it. If a 
magistrate shall, in a private way, take away a man^s goods or 
his servant, &c. the church may call him to account for it ; but 
if he doth thus in pursuing a course of justice, (though the 
thing be unjust^) yet he is not accountable, &:c« 

5. For himself, he did nothing in the cases of the brethren, 
but by the advice and direction of our teacher and other of 
(he elders. For in the oath, which was administered to him 
and the rest, &.c. there was inserted, by his advice, this clause,— 
In all causes wherein you are to give your vote, &c, you are 
to give your vote as in your judgment and conscience you 
shall see to be most for the publick good, &c. ; and so for his 
part he was persuaded, that it would be most for the glory of 
God, and the publick good, to pass sentence as they did. 

6. He would give them one reason, which was ||a|| ground 
for his judgment, and that was, for that he saw, that' those 
brethren, &.c. were so divided from the rest of the country in 
their judgment and practice, as it could not stand with the 
publick peace, that they should continue amongst us. So, by 
the example of Lot in Abraham^s family, and after Hagar and 
Ishmael, he saw they must be sent away.^ 

Mo. 11.] The church at Roxbury dealt with divers of 
their members, (who had their hands to the petition,) and spent 
many da^s in publick meetings to have brought them to see 
their sin in that, as also in the corrupt opinions, which they 
held, but could not prevail with them. So they proceeded to 
two or three admonitions, and, when all was in |pvain,|| they cast 
th6m out of the church. In ^their dealing with them, they took 
some of them in plain lies and other foul distempers. 

[Blank.] . 
9.] Divers of the elders went to Weymouth, to reconcile 
the differences between the people and Mr. ^Jenner, whom 

||the{| ||3aDion|| . 

1 That such examples from the private history of the Jewish patriarchs 
were alleged as justification of the intolerance of the ruling party, should not 
lessen our esteem of the general prudence of Winthrop, which, on the main 
subject of inquiry before the church, is exhibitc^d with great happiness, and 
jjnust have satisfied, or silenced, all opponents. 

9 Thomas Jenner remained not long at Weymouth, though he represented 
the town in general court, May, 1640 ; for, in Hutchinson's Coll. Ill, is a letter, 
and a good one, from him, early in 1641, at Saco. He had been made free of 
th^ colony B December, 1636. Lechford, 45, speaks of him as residing in 
Maine. \Veymo^th seems to have been peculiarly unfortunate in its minis- 
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they had called thither with intent to have him their pastor. 
They had good suctess of their prayers. 

13.] About thirty persons of Boston going out in a fair day 
to Spectacle Island to cut wood, (the town being in great want 
thereof,^) the next night the wind rose so high at N. E. with 
snow, and after at N. W. for two days, and then it froze so 
hard, as the bay was all frozen up, ||save|| a little channel. In 
this twelve of them gate to the Governour's Garden, and 
seven more were carried in the ice in a small skiflf out at 
Broad Sound, and kept among Brewster's Rocks, without food 
or fire, two days,* and then, the wind forbearing, they gate to 
Puliin Poizit, to a little house there of Mr. Aspenwall's. Three 
of them gate home the next day over the ice, but their hands 
and feet frozen. Some lost their fingers and toes, and one 
died. The rest went from Spectacle Island to the main, but 
two of them fell into the ice, yet recovered again. 

In this extremity of weather, a small pinnace was cast away 
upon Long Island by Natascott, but the men were |psaved,|| and 
came home upon the ice. 

[Large blank.] 

16.] The powder and arms of the country, which were 
kept at Boston, were, by order of the last court, carried to Rox» 
bury and Newtown.^ 

This year a plantation was begun at Tecticutt by a gen- 
||except|| ||Rfoand|l 

ters, the first five having all been transplanted. Hull, Jenner and Lentball, 
appear in this History ; Newman removed to Rehoboth ; and when thej were 
happy with Thacher, in the second generation, he was, in 1669, transferred to 
Boston. I presume Jenner went home to England ; for, in Hazard, 11. 78, a 
letter of Edwarc^ Winslow, London, 17 April, 1651, speaks of a purchase of 
his library for Harvard College, he being poor, and then living in Norfolk* 

1 It may seem strange, that a scarcity of wood should occur so soon after 
the settlement of t|ie town ; but we must remember its narrow dimensions, 
within the peninisula, ^nd presume that none was brought in from the coun- 
try. Bv the accident which befel one of elder Oliver's sons cutting wood or^ 
the neck in January, 1632 — 3, we see th^re wfis then wood enough for the 
occasions of the people ; and the Town Records, for three or four years later, 
contain frequent regulations of the manner find quantity in which the inhabit 
tants might there be supplied. The forest w^s now probably exhausted, and in 
a letter, giying an account of the same disaster recorded yi the text, the gover<« 
nour says to his son, ^^ we at Boston were almost ready to break np for want 
of wood," Still there was plenty on the islands in the harbour. The con- 
tinuance of ou^ city has never be^i^ mf^terjally endangered since 1637 for 
want 9f fuel. 

9 We can assign no other reason for this measure than the religious opin« 
ions of the majority of Boston, by which the condition of the other party was 
rendered unsafe. As their faith was so unsound as to require the government 
to disarm theni, th^re waa little need of powder in the magazine^ 
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tlewomftn, an ancient maid, one Mrs. ^Poole. She went late 
thither, and endured much hardship, and lost much cattle. 
Called, after, Taunton*' 

[Blank.] 

1 She was probably encoaraged in her perilous undertaking by the Rev. 
William Hooke, who was the spiritual guide of the new settlement until he 
remored to New Haven.. This was no long time, yet it is variously given, as 
are also the oircumstances of ordination or installation, by TrumbiDl, 1. 280, 
286,296,493. 

Hooke was teacher at New Haven, after the return of Samuel Eaton, but 
went home in 1656. 1 presume both of them were overshadowed by the 
powers of Davenport, the pastor. Yerthe talents of Hooke were respecta- 
ble. A very interesting letter from him to Wlnthrop of Connecticut, about 
the private intrigues and difficulties of Cromwell, with whom he was in great 
favour, is preserved in 3 Hist. Coll. I. 181, from vol. XIX. of Trumbull MSS. 
Wballey, the regicide, was, I find from MS., brotheir of his wife, which cir- 
camstance may partly account for the devotion shown to him and Goffe at 
New Haven. Hooke died 21 March, 1667, says Trumbull, but Mather 
makes it 1678, 

In the Records of Taunton proprietors, which 1 have eiamined, in setting 
' out Mrs. Poolers lot. May, 1639, reference is made to Hookers lot. She was, 
I think, accompanied by some relatives ; for in the town books is found^ 
^^ Timothy Poole, the son of Mr. William Poole, died the 15th of December, 
1667. He was drowned in a little pond at Nesquabinavsit, where it was 
thought he did swim in after a goose, which he had shot.^^ In this most an* 
cient town of Bristol county, the curious traveller may see a iair slab, foi^ 
Bserly laid over the grave of this virgin mother of Taunton, now removed to 
th® common burial ground, having this inscription : 

** Here rest the remains 

of Mrs. EifizABETH Pool, 

a native of Old England, 

of good family, friends' and prospects, 

all which she left, in the prime of her life, 

to enjoy the religion of her conscience 

in this distant wilderness ; 

a great proprietor of the township 

of Taunton, 

a chief promoter of its settlement 

and its incorporation 1639-^40, 

about which time she settled near this spot; 

and, having employed the opportunity 

of her virgin state 

in piety, liberality, 

and sanctity of manners, 

died, May i^lst, A. D, 1654, aged 65 ; 

to whose memory 

this monument is gratefully erected 

by her next of kin, 

John Borland, Esquire, 

A. D. 1771." 

9 A town so early settled as Taunton should have some historjT; and as it 
IS not included in Princess list of deficiencies, I presume, that, in the immense 
poUection of that most diligent antiquary, three fourths of a century since, 
QX^^ was contained, but now gone, with his other MS, treasures, to the winds 
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Another plantation was begun (and called Sandwich) about 
fifteen miles beyond Plimouth, towards Cape Cod, by many 
families, which removed from Sagus, otherwise Lynti.^ 

[Blank.] 

Upon occasion of the censures of the court upon Mrs. 
Hutchinson and others, divers other foul errours were discover- 
ed, which had been secretly carried by way of inquiry, but 
after were maintained by Mrs. Hutchinson and others ; and so 
many of Boston were tainted with them, as Mr. Cotton, finding 
how he had been abused, and made (as himself said) their 
stalking horse, (for they pretended to hold nothing but what 
Mr. Cotton held, and himself did think the same,) did spend 
most of his time, both publickly and privately, to discover 
those errours, and to reduce such as were gone astray. And 
also the magistrates, calling together such of the elders as 
tvere near, did spend two days in consulting with them about 
the way to help the growing evils. 

Some of the secret opinions were these : 

That there is no inherent righteousness in a child of God. 

That neither absolute nor conditional ||promises|| belong to 
^ Christian. 

That we are not bound to the law, not as a rule, &c. 

That the Sabbath is but as other days. 

That the soul is mortal, till it be united to Christ, and then 
it is annihilated, and the body also, and a new given by 
Christ. 

That there is no resurrection of the body. 

[Very large blank.] 

Mo. 12.] Divers gentlemen and others, bein§ joined in a 
military company, desired to be made a corporation, &c. But 
the council, considering (from the example of the Pretorian 
band among the Romans, and the Templars in Europe) how 
dangerous it might be to erect a standing authority of military 
men, which might easily, in time, overthrow the civil power, 
thought fit to stop it betimes. Yet they were allowed to be 
a company, but subordinate to all authority.^ 

IIP'^a^8e8|| . 

or the flames. The first Tolnme of Bristol county^s Registrj of Deeds con- 
tains a more recent confirmation of lands of Titicnt, purchased in 1637, by 
Mrs. Poole, in behalf of the town of Taunton. 

1 If no other lover of the things of old will undertake to set in order the 
annals of Sandwich, the publick may well expect the favour from the histori- 
an pf Plimouth, The possession of the faculty is evidence of the call to such 
a work. 

^ A reason for this jealousy wi)l fippear in the cour$^ of a few paragraphs 
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About this time the Indians, which were in our famiKes, 
were much fricbted with Hobbamock (as they call the devil) 
appearing to them in divers shapes, and persuading them to 
forsake the English, and not to come at the assemblies, nor to 
learn to read, &c, 

26.] Mr. Peirce, in the Salem ship, the Desire, returned 
from the West Indies after seven months. He had been at 
Providence, and brought some cotton, and tobacco, and ne- 
groes,^ &c. §from thcnce,§ and salt from Tertugos. Dry fish and 
strong liquors are the only commodities for those parts. / He 
met there two men-of-war, set forth by the lords, &c. of Provi- 
dence with letters of mart, who had taken divers prizes from 
the Spaniard, and many negroes. 

Mo. 1.] While Mrs. Hutchinson continued at Roxbury, 
divers of the elders and others resorted to her, and finding 
her to persist in maintaining those gross erroui's beforemen- 
tioned, and many others, to the number of thirty or thereabout, 
some of them wrote to the church at Boston, offering to make 
proof of the same before the church, &c. 15 ; whereupon she 
was called, (the magistrates being desired to give her license 
to come,) and the lecture was appointed to begin at ten. (Th^ 
general court being then at Newtown, the governour and the 
treasurer, being members of Boston, were permitted to come 
down, but the rest of the court continued at Newtown.) 
When she appeared, the errours were read to her. The 
first was, that the souls of men are mortal by generation, but, 
after, made immortal by Christ's purchase. This she main- 
tained a long time; but at length she was so clearly convinced 
by reason and scripture, and the whole church agreeing that 
sufficient had been delivered for her conviction, that she yield- 
ed she had been in an errour. Then they proceeded to three 



onward ; but this company, now known as the Ancient and Honourable Ar- 
tillery, soon triumphed over such scruples, and has enjoyed, in a remarkable 
manner, the countenance of the government of colony, province and com- 
monwealth. The History of this military band was published, in 1820, by 
Zechariah G. Whitman, Esq. Keayne, its first captain, was orthodox, as 
we see from the order in a preceding note, page 248, that the arms of the dis- 
affected of Boston were ordered to be surrendered • at his house. His creed 
was more correct than his practice, on which a few remarks by the historic 
an, and some exemplification by the editor, will appear. 

^ Perhaps the unavoidable conclusion from this passage is, that slaves 
were brought here for sale. It was an unhappy exchange for the Indians — 
fifteen boys and two women — he had carried out, (see page 234 ;) though per-* 
haps the blacks were happier than their red brethren. A few years later, we^ 
shall see a very honourable testimony of our fathers against the horribles 
practice of taking the negroes froin tlbeir native land. 
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Other errours: 1. That there was no resurrection of these 
bodies, and that these bodies were not united to Christ, but 
every person united hath a new body, &c. These were also 
clearly confuted, but yet she held her ||own ;[| so as the church 
(all but two of her sons) agreed she should be admonished, 
and because her sons would not agree to it, they were admo- 
nished also.^ 



1 Bating what is incomprehensible, and may be rejected rather as nonsense 
than heresy, we should easily imagine, that a construction in the' mildest 
sense would have found little damnable errour in these opinions. It was well 
that the projector of such novelties was not branded as an atheist, or Sad- 
ducee, denying the resurrection and future life altogether. Controversialists 
easily impute to the dogmas of their opponents consequences drawn only by 
the imputers, and then fasten on the new doctrines the opprobrium of their 
false inferences. 

The doctrine of resurrection of the body, apparently of heathen origin, 
though incautiously asserted in words by Christians of many communion^, I 
am glad to find so early disputed in Massachusetts. The materialists have 
indeed the majority on their side from a very early age of our religion, the 
Author and Finisher of which, in giving instruction to the poor, deemed it un- 
necessary to explain, what could hardly, in those times, be made intelligible, 
— the manner of existence in the future State. This part of the creed is not 
taught in the scriptures. But, in his first letter to the church of Corinth, 
XV. 35 — 51, the greatest of the apostles has illustrated, as far as the original 
and acquired ignorance of his correspondents could receive the explanation, 
the subject of a resurrection in a manner perfectly consistent with the re- 
fined intellectual philosophy of the spiritualists. Yet he strongly marks the 
folly of the question, ^^ How are the dead raised, and with what bodies do 
they come?" . 

Hutchinson, I. 422, in a note to his chap. 6, which treats of the Indians, 
quotes Roger Williams as saying, ^^ that when he had discoursed of the crea- 
tion, of the soul, of the danger of it, and the saving of it, they assented ; but 
when he spake of the resurrection of the body, they cried out. We will never 
believe this." On that passage a gentleman, distinguished in the civil history 
of our country in its latest age, had made a remark like this : ^^ This doc- 
trine of t^e resurrection of the body is, it seems, so absurd as to stagger even 
the credulity of Indians." Having sent to Washington, for the purpose of 
verifying this quotation, I find, from my friend^s reply, that the words " had 
been most carefully scratched out with a penknife,'^'* To me it seems a proof 
of more timid than useful friendship. 

The future restoration of the fleshy as well as the soul, though asserted by 
speculative expounders of our religion in the second or third age after the 
apostles, did not become a necessary symbol of faith before the middle of the 
fourth century. A dignitary of the church of England, higher in learning 
than station, left, to be published after his death, " An Enquiry when the 
Resurrection of the Body, or Flesh, was first inserted into the publick Creeds,^* 
London, 1757. When the reader learns, that A. A. Stkes was the author, 
he will need no other recommendation of this modest tract. 

A profound and original philosopher, to whom revelation owes mucb for 
his aid, in ^^ The Light of Nature Pursued," vol. III. 425, ofiers a striking 
observation, which shall close this note: ^^As to the vulgar notion of a 
resurrection in the same form and substance we carry about at present, the 
rarioiu ways in whieh it has beeB expounded, and many difficulties laised 
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Mr. Cotton pronounced the sentence of admonition with 
great solemnity, and with much zeal and detestation of 
her errours and pride of spirit. The assembly continued till 
eight at night, and all did acknowledge the special presence of 
God^s spirit therein ; and she was appointed to appear again 
the next lecture day* 

While the general court sate, there came a letter, directed 
to the court, from John ^Greene of Providence, who, not long 
before, had been, imprisoned and fined, for saying that the 
magistrates had usurped upon the power of Christ in his 
church, and had persecuted Mr. Williams and another, whom 
they had banished for disturbing the peace by divulging their 
opinions against the authority of the magistrates, &c. ; but upon 
his submission, &c. his fine was remitted ; and now, by his let- 
ter, he retracted his former submission, and charged the court 
as he had done before Now, because the court knew, that 
divers others of Providence were of the same ill affection to 
the court, and were probably suspected to be confederate in 
the same letter, the court ordered, that, if any of that planta- 
tion were found within our jurisdiction, he should be brought 
before one of the magistrate^, and if he would not disclaim the 
charge in the said letter, he should be sent home, and charged 
to come no more into this jurisdiction, upon pain of imprison* 
ment and further censure. 

At this court, divers of our chief military officers, who had 
declared themselves favourers of the familistical persons and 
opinions, were sent for, and being told, that the court having 



upon them aU, sufficiently declare it untenable: and the reason ordinarily 
given, because the body, being partaker in the deed, ought to share in the 
reward, as well requires a resurrection of the sword a man murders with, 
or the bank note he gi?es to charitable uses ; for our mind is the sole 
agent, and our hands are as much 'instruments as any thing we hold in 
them." 

1 He is, probably, the same gentleman, of whom much will be found 
in our second volume, as a chief planter of Warwick, with Gorton and 
Holden; and from whom the highly respectable family in Rhode Island, 
of which was the celebrated General Greene, derives its descent. Like 
aost other dwellers in that colony, he was subject to vexation from our 
government; for, in the Record of proceedings at our court, 1 August^ 
1637, I observe, " Mr. John Greene of New Providence, having spoken 
against the magistrates contemptuously, stands bound, in one hundred marks, 
to appear at the next quarter court^ to be held the first Tuesday of the 
7th month ensuing ;" and on 19th oV tfuU month he was fined i^20, and 
forbid to come into this jurisdiction on pain of fine and imprisonment. 
His religious opinions seem not to have attracted the wrath of heaven to 
shorten his days, for he was deputy govemour of the heterodox colony in 
1700. See Callender, 35, 37, 43, 93. 



i 
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some jealousy of them for the same, add therefore did desire 
some llgoodjl satisfaction from them, the j did ingenuously ac- 
knowledge, how they had been deceived and misled by the 
pretence, which |pwas|| held forth, of advancing Christ, and de-* 
basing the creature, &c. which, since, they had found to be 
otherwise, and that their opinions and practice |ptended|| to dis- 
turbance and delusions; and so blessed Cod, that had so timely 
discovered their errour and danger to them. 

At this court, a committee was appointed, of some magis- 
trates, some ministers, and some others, to compile a body of 
fundamental laws. 

Also the elders (who had been requested to deliver their 

{'udgments concerning the law of adultery, aA^out which three 
lad been kept long in prison) returned their answer, with the 
reasons thereof, to this effect : That, if the law had been suffi« 
ciently published, they ought to be put to death. Where* 
upon the court, considering that there had been some ||Mefect|| 
in that point, and especially for that it had been oft questioned 
among the deputies and others, whether that law were of force 
or not, being made by the court of assistants by allowance of 
the general court ; therefore it was thought safest, that these 
three persons should be whipped and banished ;^ and the law 
was confirmed and published. 

The Castle Island being found to be very chargeable to 
mabtain the garrison there, and of little use, but only to have 
some command of ships, which should come hither with passen- 
gers, &c. there was a committee -appointed to dispose of the am^ 
munition there, &c.^ 

22«] Mrs. Hutchinson appeared again ; (she had been licens- 
ed by the court, in regard she had given hope of her repent- 
ance, to be at Mr. Cotton's house, that both he and Mr. Daven- 
port might have the more opportunity to deal with her ;) and 
the articles being again read to her> and her answer required, she 
delivered it in writing, wherein she made a retractation of near 
all, but with such explanations and circumstances as gave no sat- 
isfaction to the church ; so as she was required to speak further 
to. them. Then she declared, that it was just with God to leave 
llgefaeral ll ||ahad been|| ||31edH ||^di8pute|| 

1 On pain of death for retarnmg, the Colony Record has it. 

9 The rate leyied bj this court, of £1500, shows a considerable rariance 
from the proportions in August preceding : Boston, J&233.10 ; Ipswich, j£l80 ; 
Salem, jei'72.10; Dorchester, J&140; Charlestown, £138 ; Roxbury, £115; 
Watertown, £110; Newtown,£106; Lynn,.£l05; Newbury, £75; Med- 
ford, £53.10; Hingfaam, £36; Weymouth, £27; and Mr. Theophilus 
Eaton, £20. 
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her to herself, as he had done, for her slighting bis ordinances, 
both magistracy and ministry ; and confessed, that what she 
had spoken against the magistrates at the court (by way of 
revelation) was rash and ungrounded ; and desired the church to 
pray for her. This gave the church good hope of her repent- 
ance ; but when she was examined about some particulars, as 
that she had denied inherent righteousness, &c« she affirmed 
that it was never her judgment ; and though it was proved by 
many testimonies, that she had been of that judgment, and so 
had persisted, and maintained it by argument against divers, yet 
she impudently persisted in her affirmation, to the astonishment of 
all the assembly* So that, after much time and many argu- 
ments had been %pent to bring her to see her sin, but all in 
vain, the church, with one consent, cast her out. Some moved 
to have her admonished once more ; but, it being for manifest 
evil in matter of conversation, it was agreed otherwise ; and for 
that reason also the sentence was denounced by the pastor, 
matter of manners belonging properly to his place. 

^After she was excommunicated, her s pirits, which^eeiaBd be- 
fore to be suiii4?jy hai4ide6ced,Teyived 2gfin7an^ in 

her sufferings, saying, that it was the greatest happiness, ne^ lo 
Christ, that ever befel her.^ Indeed, it was a happy day to the 
churches of Christ here, and to many poor souls, who had 
been seduced by her, who, by what they heard and saw that 
day, were (through the grace of God) brought off quite from 
her errours, and settled again in the truth. 

At this time the good providence of God so disposed, di- 
vers of the congregation (being the chief men of the party, 
her husband being one) were gone to Naragansett to seek out a 



1 Welde, 68, calls her the American Jezabel, and is surprised, in the 
simplicity of his bigotry, at her hardness of heart in slighting the excpmmnni* 
cation, ^^ as she is not aJTected with an^ remorse, but glories in it, and fears 
not the vengeance of God, which she lies under ; as if God did work contra- 
ry to his own word, and loosed from heaven what his church had bound up- 
on eartl).^^ The sober ecclesiastical historian closes his book with these 
appropriate remarks. But the blood of this Jezabel, — the reader will see the 
propriety of this bard name, when, in a very few years, she and most of her 
family were murdered by the Indians on Long Island, as the Author of 
Rise, Reign and Ruin exultingljr relates,— the blood of this Jezabel, besides 
being licked by the dogs, was, in two generations, mixed, by intermarriage, 
< with the more orthodox ^ix»i of Thomas Welde. His grandson, of the same 
name, first pastor of the church of Dunstable, gathered 16 December, 1685, 
took to wife a great granddaughter of this same outcast from heaven and 
from the church of Boston. The sin of the progenitor was, I presume, ex- 
hausted by subdivision, or neutralized by admixture ; for their son, Habiiah 
S. Welde, was minister of Attleborougfa. See Alden^s Collection of £pi« 
taphs, 1. 110, with HI. 4U 



16S8.] JOHN WINTHHOB. t59 

new place for plantation, and taking liking of one in Plimouth 
patent, thej went thither to have it granted them ; but the 
magistrates there, knowing their spirit, gave them a denial, but 
consented they might buy of the Indians an island in the 
Naragansett Bay.^ 

After two or three days, the governour sent a warrant to 
Mrs. Hutchinson to depart this jurisdiction before the last of 
this month, according to the order of court, and for that end 
set her at liberty from her former constraint, so as she was not 
to go forth of her own house till her departure ; and upon the 
28th she went by water to her farm at the Mount, where she 
was to take water, with Mr. Wheelwright's wife and family, to 
go to Pascataquack ; but she changed her mind, and went by 
land to Providence^ and so to the island in the Naragansett 
Pay, which her husband and the rest of that sect had pur-^ 
ehased of the Indians, and prepared with all speed to remove 
unto. For the court had ordered, that, except they were gone 
with their families by such a time, they should be summoned 
to the general court, &c» 

30.] Mr. Davenport, an'S Mr. ^Prudden, and a brother of 
Mr. Eaton, (being ministers also,) went by water to Quinepiack ; 
and with them many families removed out of this jurisdiction to 
plant in those parts, being much taken with the opinion of the 
fruitfulness of that place, and more safety (as they conceived) 
from danger of a general governour, wno was feared to be 
sent this summer ; which, though it were a great weakening 
to these parts, yet we expected to see a good providence of 
God in it, (for all possible means had been used to accom"* 
modate them here t Charlestown offered them largely, New- 
bury their whole town, the court any place which was free,) 
both for possessing those parts whibh lay open for an enemy, 
and for strengthening our friends at Connecticut, and for mak- 
ing rppni here for qaany, who were expected pqt of Eng- 

I The denial was matter of inference, for the adventurers were reso1ve<| 
to IP ffee of Plimouth as well as Massachusetts ; and the eoruent was the 
advice of equals, not the dictate of superiours. See Callender, 30, who' 
ififoirms i|^, th^t these purchasers of Hho^e Island f9rmed tlieir civil com* 
pact 7 March, and that tbf cession by the Indian sachems was of the 
^th of same month , As twely^ of these eighteen associates were mem>* 
bers of the church of Boston, the advantage taken of their absence, by 
^^ the good provideqce of C^od,^* would be thought, in a day of less ferment, 
disadvantageous to a cause, or dishonourable to its supporters, 

9 Peter Pnidden, who was ^rst minister of Milfor^, Conn, was useAU in 
Ills plac^, and of high esteem in the colony of New Haven, but nothing 
mor^ can be learned of him than Dr«. Trumbull, I, 994, supplying in part 
iMff de^ciency^ of Mftth^r, I^m toJdi 
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land this year, and for diverting the thoughts and intentions 
of such in England as intended evil against us, whose de-< 
signs might be frustrate by our scatterings so far; and such 
as were now gone that if ay were as much in the eye of the 
state of England as we here.^ 

There came letters from Connecticut to the governour of 
the Massachusetts, to desire advice from the magistrates and 
elders here about Sequin and the Indians of the river, who had, 
underhand, (as was conceived,) procured the Pequods to do 
that ||onslau|[ht|| at Weathersfield the last year. The case fell 
out to be this ; Sequin ^ave the English land there, upon |pcon- 
tracty that he might sit down by them and be protected, &c« 
When he came to Weathersfield, and had set down his wigwam, 
they drave him away by force. Whereupon, he not being of 
'Strength to repair this injury by open force, he secretly draws in 
the Pequods. Such of the mag^trates and elders as could meet 
on the sudden returned this answer, viz. That, if the cause 
were thus. Sequin mi^ht, upon this injury first offered by 
them, right himself either by force or fraud, and that by the 
law of nations ; and though the damage he had done them 
bad been one hundred times more than what he sustained 
from them, that is not consideraUe in point of a just war ; 
neither was he bound (upon such an open act of hostilitv 
pubUckly mabtained) to seek satisfaction first in a peaceable 
way ; it was enough, that he had complained of it as an in- 
jury and breach of covenant. According to this advice, they 
proceeded and made a new agreement with the Indians of the 
river. 

Another plantation was now in hand at Mattakeese,^ six 
miles beyond Sandwich. The undertaker of this was one 
91 r^ Batchellor, late pastor at Sagus, (since called Lynn,) being 
about seventy-siiE years of age ; yet he walked thither on foot 
in a very hard season* 

He and his company, being all poor men, finding the di$culn 
ty, gave it over, and others undertook it. 

||bl^k|| ||3Connecticnti| 

1 An excellent letter of Davenport and Got. Eaton, ^e fathers of New 
Haven colony, giving the reasons of their removal, maj be seen in the 
Appendix. It was copied by me froni the ori^al, in the handwriting of 
the first signer, 

S ^^ Now Yarmouth,^* is wntt^ in the margin. Of that town a collect 
tion of Memotabilia is contained in I Hist. Coll. V. 54 — 6Q. Some cor- 
rection of a slight errou|r in that trfict wUl b^ foun4 in a note on M^nm-i 
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27.] The lodians of Block Island sent three men with ten 
fathom of wampom for part of their tribute. 

The ^wife of one William Dyer, a milliner in the New Ex- 
change, a very ||proper|| and fair woman, and both of them 
notoriously infected with Mrs* Hutchinson's errours, and very 
censorious and troublesome, (she being of a very proud spirit, 
and much ^ addicted to revelations,) had been delivered of [al 
child some |pfew|| months before, §October 17,§ and the child 
/buried, (being stillborn,) and viewed of none but Mrs. Hut- 
chinson and the midwife, one Hawkins's wife, a rank famiHst 
also ; and another woman had a dimpse of it, who, not being 
able to keep counsel, as the other two did, some rumour 
be^an to spread, that the child was a monster. One of the 
elcfers, hearing of it, asked Mrs# Hutchinson, when she was 
ready to depart ; whereupon she told him how it was, and said 
she meant to have it chronicled, but excused her concealing of 
it till then, (by advice, as she said, of Mr. Cotton,) which 
coming to the eovernour's knowledge, he called another of the 
magistrates and that elder, and sent for the midwife, and exam- 
ined her about it. At first she confessed only, that the head 
was defective and misplaced, but being told that Mrs. Hutchin- 
son had Iprevealedjl all, and that he intended to have it taken up 
and viewed, she made this report of it, viz. It was a woman 
child, stillborn, about two months before the just time, having 
life a few hours before ; it came hiplings till she turned it ; it 
was of ordinary bigness ; it had a race, but no head, and the 
ears stood upon the shoulders and were like an ape's ; it had 
no forehead, but over the eyes four horns, hard and sharp $ 
two of them were above one mch lone, the other two shorter ; 
the eyes standing out, and the mouth also ; the nose hooked up- 
ward ; all over the breast and back full of sharp pricks and 
scales, like a thornback ; the navel and all the belly, with the 
distinction of the sex, were where the back should be, and the 
back and hips before, where the belly should have been ; be- 

llprompll ll^fourll IprecaUedll 

1 Her name was Mary. She bad been, with her husband, admitted of 
Boston church 13 December, 1636. After long enjoying her revelations, 
in qniet, at Rhode Island, she was nnhappUy led, about twenty-one years 
later, again to visit Boston, probably bringing more light, when she was 
condemned to death as a Quaker. Winthrop, govemour of Connecticut, 
our author*8 eldest son, inheriting the natural mildness of his father, at* 
tempted to save her life ; but the bigotry of the age had acquired a se- 
verer character, and, for a second return, in June, 1660, she suffered. See 
Hutchinson, I. 184. Yet her son, at that very time, held an important 
office in the neighbofiring ooloDy* The influence of such cruelty coiild not 
be favoor^bl^* ^ 
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kind, between the shodlden, it had two mouths, and in each of 
them a piece of red flesh sticking out ; it bad arms and legs as 
other cnildren ; but, instead of toes, it had on each foot three 
claws, like a young fowl, with sharp talons*^ 

The govemour speaking with Mr. Cotton about it, he told 
him the reason why he advised them to conceal it: 1. Be* 
cause he saw a providence of God in it, that the rest of the wo< 
men, which were coming and going in the time of her travail, 
should then be absent. 2. He considered, that, if it had been 
his own case, he should have desired to have had it concealed. 
3. He had known other monstrous births, which had been con-t 
cealed, and that he thought God might intend only the instruc«i 
tion of the parents, and such other to whom it was ||known,|| &c« 
The like apology he made for himself in publick, which was 
well accepted.^ 



1 From this disgusting story we are authorized bj Welde to derive profit^ 
less indeed for doctrine than for reproof. In his preface he favours us 
with the means of deliverance firom the antinomian heresy, — ^preaching, con* 
ferences, the synod, the exertions of the magistrates in disfranchising, fining, 
or banishing the deluded, and, lastly, the misfortunes of Mrs, Dyer and 
Mrs. Hutchinson. He thus relates the ultimate cause of success : 

^^ Then God himself was pleased to step in with bis easting voice, and 
Ining in bis own vote and suffrage from Heaven, by testifying his displea- 
sure againjit their opinions and practices, as clearly as if he had pointed 
with his finger, in causing the two fomenting women, in the time of the 
heigfit of the opmions, to produce out of their wombs, as before they had 
oat of their brains, such monstrous ^Mths, as no chronicle (I think) hardly 
ever recorded the like/' Qe after fwterts, V«> He that runs may read their 
sin in these judgments.'* 

This ** suffrage from heaven'' is introduced in the wrong place, by Welde, 
as proxy or attorney of the Most High, such is the character he claims ; 
for it appears by the text, that Mrs. Dyer's premature deliv^rjr was ben 
tween the time of the synod and that of the general court, possUily occa- 
sioned by the result of the former and the expectation pf the latter. 

Another New Ei^gland divine, of purer spirit as of greater name, has left a 
sermon, to which we may often turn for refreshment, when sickened with 
these uncharitable denunciations. Buckminster, XXIV, In the foul re- 
cords of ecclesiastical history, one is frequently shocked with discoveries of 
the anger of Providence, asserted with higher presumption and directness 
than by the Temanite in his queftigns to his afflicted friend : " Remember, 
1 pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? Or where were the righleoiu^ 
cut off?" This execrable spirit belongs not tp any particular communion ; 
and that church, which must reproaph itself with fewest instances, may still 
have enough to regret. On occasion of the sudden death of Jovian, Cardinal 
Baronius, ** as being one of the privy council of Heaven, declares, that this 
emperour was taken out of the world by a divine judgment, because he had 
made a decent funeral for his predecessor Julian." Jortin's Eccl. Hist. 

3 Apology to Cotton ought to have been made for the inquiry, rather than 
by him forl&e concealment, if the suspicion, under which he lay, had been 
^tertained by a people less jealous fo^ the honour of God^ wo^d less carefi^ %^ 
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(2.)] The governcJur, with advice of some otb^r of the magis- 
trates and of the elders of Boston, caused the said monster to 
be taken up, and though it were much corrupted, yet most of 
those things were lb be seen, as the horns and claws, the 
scales, &c. When it died in the mother's bddjr^ (which was 
about two hours before the birth^) the bed whereon the mother 
lay did shake, and withal there was such a noisome savour, as 
most of the women were taken with §extreme vomiting and 
purging, so as they were forced to depart; and others of 
them their children were taken with§ convulsions, (which they 
never had before nor after,) and so were sent for home, so as 
by these occasions it came to be concealed* 

Another thing observable was^ the discovery of it, which 
was just when Mrs. Hutchinson was cast out of the church. 
For Mrs. Dyer going forth with her, a stranger asked, what 
young woman it was. The others answered, it was the woman 
which had the monster ; which gave the first occasion to some 
that heard it to speak of it. The midwife, presently after 
this discovery, went out of the jurisdiction ; and indeed it was 
time for her to be gone, for it was known, that she used to give 
young women oil of mandrakes and other stuff to cause con- 
ception ; and she grew into great suspicion to be a witch, for 
it was credibly reported, that, when she gave any medicines, 
(for she pi'actised physick,) she would ask the ||party,|| if she 
did believe, she could help her, &c.* 

Another observable passage was, that the father of this 
monster, coming home at this very time, was^ the next Lord's 
day, §by an unexpected providence,§ questioned in the church 
for divers monstrous errours, as for denying all inherent 

||patietit|| 

▼indicate it, as they supposed, by ascribing to his displeasure the cross acci* 
dents, that befel their opponents. 

1 She did not go voluntarily, as' by the text we might be led to infer ; for 
onr Colony Rec. I. SI 9, looks Very much like banishment : ^^ Jane Hawkins, 
the wife of Richard Hawkins, had liberty till the beginning of the third month, 
called May, and the magistrates (if she did not depart before) to dispose of 
her ; and, in the mean time, she is not to meddle in surgery or physick, drink, 
plaisters, or oils, nor to question matters of religion, except with the elders for 
satisfaction.^^ I suppose her oil of antinomianism was more dreaded than her 
oil of mandrakes. 

Her ^^ sutpicion to he a witeh^''^ above, is elegantly expanded, in the History 
of Welde, to -" notorious for familiarity with the devil ;" and 1 am very sorry 
to remark, that Winthrop himself, at a later period, 1640, gives countenance 
to the same absurdity. Such intercourse, however, was not made capital for 
several years, or Welde might then have enjoyed, as nupieion of such a 
crime must be equal to full proof, the delight imputed to some of his brethren 
of tl^ €lei|ar, two generatioBs after, in the delusion of 1692. 
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righteousness, fcc which he maintained, and was for the same 
admonished. 

13.] A general fast was kept through all the churches, bv 
adrice from the court, for seeking the Lord to prevent evil, 
that we feared to be intended against us from England by a 
general govemour; for the safe arrival of our friends from 
Uience, (verj many being expected ;) and for establishment of 
peace and truth amongst us. 

21.] Owsamekin, the sachem of Acooemeck, on this side 
Connecticut, came to the govemour and brought a present of 
eighteen skins of beaver from himself and Uie sachems of 
Mobegan beyond Connecticut and Pakontuckett. The occa- 
sion was, (as he said,) it was reported, that we were angry 
with him, and intended to war upon them ; so they came to 
seek peace. The governour received the present, and (having 
none of the other magistrates at hand to advise with) answered 
them, that if they bad done no wrong to the English, nor aided 
our enemies, we would be at peace with them ; and accordingly 
signified so much to the magistrates at Connecticut. They 
took this answer well, and departed with the letter. 

33.] This was a very hard winter. The snow lay, from 
November 4th to March 23d, ||half a|| yard deep about the 
Massachusetts, and a yard deep beyond Merrimack, and so 
the more north the deeper, and tne spring was very backward. 
This day it did snow two hours together, (after much rain 
from N. E.) with flakes as great as shillings. This was in the 
year 1637. 

§ 34.] The govemour and deputy went to Concord to view 
some land for farms, and, going down the river about four 
miles, they made choice of a place for one thousand acres for 
each of them. They offered each other the first choice, but 
because the deputy's was first grahted, and himself had store 
of land already, the governour yielded him the choice. So, at 
the place where the deputy's land was to begin, there were 
two ereat stones, which they called the Two brothers, in re- 
membrance that they were brothers by their children's mar- 
riage, and did so brotherly agree, and for that a little creek 
near those stones was to part their lands. At the court in the 
4th month after, two hundred acres were added to the gover- 
nour's part.§^ 

||one and an ha]f|| 

1 This paragraph is marked by a line down the margin, and ^^ This may be 
left bnt^^ written in the same hand. I prefer to disregard the aothor^s modes- 
ty, for the anecdote is interesting, and derires importance from the act of the 
general coart, adopting the name of the roelu given by the grantees on 
their selection of these laiids. See Col. Rec. I. 2S2. 
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S6.] Mr* Coddiagten (who had been an assistant from the 
first coming oyer of the ||government,|| being, with his wife, 
taken with the familistical opinions) removed to Aquiday 
Island in the Naragansett Bay« 

(3.) 2.] At the court of elections, the former governour, 
John Winthrop, was chosen again. The same day, at night, 
he was taken with a sharp fever, which brought him near 
death ; but many prayers were put up to the Lord for him, 
and iie was restored again after one month* 

This court the name of Newtown was altered, and it vras 
called Cambridge.^ 

The spring was so cold, that men were forced to |pplant|| their 
corn two or three times, for it rotted in the ground ; but, when 
we feared a great dearth, God sent a warm season, which 
brought on corn beyond expectation. 

(4.) 1.] Between three and four in the afternoon, being 
clear, warm weather, the wind westerly, there was a great 
earthquajce. It came with a noise like a continued thunder, or 
the rattling of coaches in London, but was presently gone. It 
was at Connecticut, at Naragansett, at Pascataquack, and all 
the parts round about. It shook the ships, which rode in the 
harbour, and all the islands, &c. The noise and the^hakings 
continued about four minutes. The earth was unquiet twenty 
days after, by times.^ 

5.] Unkus, alias Okoco, the Monahegan sachem in the 
twist of Pequod River, came to Boston with thirty-seven men. 
He came from Connecticut with Mr. Haynes, and tendered the 
govemour a present of twenty fathom of wampom. This was 
at the court, and it was thought fit by the council to refuse it, 
till he had given satisfaction about the Pequods he kept, &c. 
Upon this he was much dejected, and made account we would 
have killed him ; but, two days after, having received good satis* 

||goyernor|| ||3replaiit|| 

1 In compliment to the place, where so many of the civ3 and clerical 
fathers of New England had received their education, this venerable name (maj 
it efter be preserved !) was undoubtedly bestowed. There were probably, at 
that time, forty or fifty sons of the University of Cambridge in Old England — 
one for every two hundred or two hundred apd fifty inhabitants— dwelling in 
the few villages of Massachusetts and Connecticut. The sons of Oxford were 
not few* 

2 Johnson, lib. II. c. 12, gives very unsatisfactory accounts of this earth- 
quake. He was more engaged in the shaking of the people out of their anti- 
nomianism.) in which those of hispwty went, perhaps, as far from propriet^jr as 
the others from truth. Morton, m his Memorial, is more particular ; yet it is 
evident his pen was not so careful as modem accuracy requires, ibr he ^ays, 
^^ about the second of June.^^ 

34 VOL, I. 
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iaction of his innocency, be* and he promisiog to sabmit to the 
order of the English touching the Peauods he had, and the 
differences between the Naragansetts ana him, we accepted his 
present. And, about half an hour after, he came to the gover* 
nour, and entertained him with these compliments : This heart 
(laying his hand upon his breast) is not mine, but yours ; I have 
no men $ they are all yours; command me any diflkult thing, I 
will do it; 1 will not believe any Indians' words against the' 
English ; if any man shall kill an Englishman, I will put him to 
death, were he never so dear to roe. So the governour gave 
him a fair, red coat, and defrayed his and his men's ||diet,|| and 
gave them com to relieve them homeward, and a letter of pro- 
tection to all men, &c. and he departed very joyful. 

Many ships arrived this year, with people of good quality 
and estate, notwithstanding the counciPa order, that none §such§ 
should come without the king's license; but God so wrought, 
that some obtained §license,§ and others came away without. 
The troubles which arose in Scotland about the . book of 
common prayer, and the canons, which the king would have 
forced upon the Scotch churches, did so take up the king and 
council, that they had neither heart nor leisure to look after 
the affairs of New England ; yet, upon report of the many 
thousands, which were preparing to come away, the arch- 
bishops caused all the ships to be stayed. But, upon the 
petition of the masters, and suggestion of the sreat |pdamap|| it 
would be to the commonwealw in hindering the Newfoundland 
trade, which brought in much money, &c« Uiey were presently 
released. And in this and other {Mttsages it plainly appeared, 
that near all the lords of the council did favour this plantation ; 
and all the officers of the custom bouse were very ready to 
further it, for they never made search |pfor|| any goods, &c. but 
let men bring what they would, without question or controuL 
For Unsure the Lord awed their hearts, and|l they and others 
(who savoured not religion) were amazed to^see n»en of all 
conditions, rich and poor, servants and others, offering them* 
selves so. readily for New England, when, for furnishing of 
other plantations, they were forced to send about their stalls, 
and when they had gotten any, they were forced to keep them 
as prisoners from running away. 

Mo. (6.) 3.] In the night was a very great tempest or 
hiracano at S. W. which drave a ship on ground at Charles- 
town, and brake down the windmill there, and did much other 
harm. It flowed twice in six hours, and about Naragansett it 

gdael ||Sd«Dger|| ||3of|| ||4suice the Lordi avowed their partj, &c.{ 
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raised the tide fourteen or fifteen foot above the ordinary 
spring tides, upright. 

Janemoh, the sachem of Niantick, had gone to Long Island 
and rifled some of those Indians, which were tributaries to us. 
The sachem complained to our friends of Connecticut, who 
wrote us about it, and sent Capt. Mason, with seven inen, to 
require satisfaction. The governour of the Massachusetts 
wrote also to Mr. Williams to treat with Miantunnomoh about 
satisfaction, or otherwise to bid them look for waf. 

Upon this Janemoh went to Connecticut, and made his peace, 
and gave full satisfaction for all injuries. 

Two ships, which came over this year much pestered, lost 
many passengers, and some principal men, and many fell sick 
after they were landed, and many of them died.* 

Four servants of Plimouth ran from their masters, and, 
coming to Providence, they killed an Indian. He escaped, 
after he was deadly wounded in the belly, and gat to other In-* 
dians. So, being discovered,' they fled and were taken at the 
Isle Aauiday* Mr. Williams gave notice to the governour of 
Massachusetts, and desired advice. He returned answer, that, 
seeing they were of Plimouth, they should certify Plimouth of 
them, and, if they would send for them, to deliver them ; other* 
wise, seeing no English had jurisdiction in the place where the 
murder was cpmmitted, neither had they at the island any 
llgovernmentjl established, it would be safest to deliver the 
principal, who was certainly known to have killed tke party, to 
the Indians his friends, with caution that they shoula not put 
him to torture, and to keep the other three to further conside* 
ration.* 

||gOTernor|| 

1 One of the ships so putered wsts probably that, in which came John 
Josselyn, gentleman ; for fi^e of the passengers died on board. His book is a 
curiosity, sometimes worth examining, but seldom to be implicit]/ relied on. 
Where he speaks, page 20, of Boston as a Tillage of ^^ not above twenty or 
thirty honses,^^ 1 suspect the right hand cypher was lost from his manuscript, 
or memory ; for he printed thirty-six years after. The population, I am confi- 
dent, required the number of dwellings I have supposed, and, in this eighth 
year of its existence, the log huts, that he mighi scorn to honour with the nam« 
of houses, were very few, 

S A directly opposite course of political motives is assigned by Morton. 
In the Plimouth secretary's Memorial, our author's advice was not given be* 
cause the criminals belonged to Plimouth, nor because the English had not 
jurisdiction where the murder was committed, nor because they of Rhode 
Island were without any government ; but ^^ the Massachusetts refused this 
trial, as being committed in the jurisdiction of Plimouth, and they of Rhode 
Island, having apprehended them, delivered them to the aforesaid jurisdic* 
tion of Plimouth on the iwne groundi.^^ Both writers evidently desire to 
depreciate the new scbiunatick colony, or colonies, K Providenoe «nd Rbod« 
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had seduced in the ship, and ||drawn|| to bis opinions, (but 
she was after freed again.) Among other passages, he told her 
how he came to his assurance, and that was thus : He had 
Iain under a spirit of bondage and a legal way five years, and 
could get no assurance, till at length, as he was taking a pipe of 
tobacco, the Spirit set home an absolute promise of free grace 
with such assurance and ioy, as he never since doubted of his 
good estate, neither should he, though he should fall into sin. 
He would not confess nor deny this, but took exceptions at the 
court for crediting one witness against him, &c« and withal said, 
that he was still of the same opinion he had been, &c. Where* 
upon he was demanded, if he were of the same opinion he had 
been in about the petition or remonstrance. He answered, 
yes, and that his retractation was only of the manner, not of 
the matter. Whereupon his retractation (whith he had lately 
delivered to the governour, to be presented to this court) was 
read, wherein he professeth how tne Lord had brought him to 
see bis sin in conaemning the court, and passing the bounds of 
modesty and submission, which is required in private persons, 
&c. and in what trouble of spirit he had been for it, &c. Upon 
this, the court committed him for abusing the court with a show 
of retractation, and intending no such thing ; and the next day 
he was called again and banished. The Lord^s day following, 
he made a speech in the assembly, showing that, as the Lord 
was pleased to convert Paul as he was in persecuting, &c. so 
he miffht manifest himself to him as he was taking the moderate 
use of the creature called tobacco. He professed withal, that 
he knew not wherein he had deserved the sentence of the court, 
and that he was sure, that Christ was his, &c. The elders 
reproved him for this speech ; and Mr. Cotton told him, that 
he brake a rule in condemning publickly the sentence of the 
court, before he had private^ convinced the magistrates, or 
some of them ; and told him also, that, although God doth often 
lay a man under a spirit of bondage, when he is walking in sin, 
as Paul was, yet he never sends such a spirit of comfort but in 
an ordinance, as he did to the same Paul by Ananias ; and 
Ipergoll advised him well to examine the revelation and joy 
which he had. 

The next Lord's <3ay, the same Capt. Underbill, having been 
privately dealt with upon suspicion of incontinency with a 
neighbour's wife, and not hearkening to it, was publickly ques- 
tioned, and put under admonition. The matter was, for that 
the woman being yoqng, and beautiful, and withal of a jovial 
ppirit and behaviour, he ^ii daily frequent her house, and wa% 
fldrewll ||8sa|| 
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divers times found there alone with her, the door being lock-* 
ed on the inside. He confessed it was ill, because it had an 
sippearance of evil in it ; but his excuse was, t^at the woman 
was in great trouble of mind, and sore temptations, and that he 
resorted to her to comfort her ; and that when the door was 
found locked upon them, they were in private prayer together. 
But this practice was clearly condemned also by the elders, 
affirming, that it had not been of good report for any of them to 
have done the like^ and that they ought, in such case, to have 
called in some brother or sister, and not to have locked the 
door, &c. They also declared, that once he procured them 
to go visit her, telling them that she was in great trouble of 
mind ; but when they came to her, (taking her, it seems, upon 
ihe sudden,) they perceived no such thing. See the issue of 
this after, (9,) 1638, and (10,) 13, 38. 
[Large blank.] 
Mrs. Hutchinson, being removed to the Isle of Aquiday, in 
the Naragansett Bay, after her time was fulfilled, that she ex- 
pected deliverance of a child, was delivered of a monstrous 
birth, which, being diversly related in' the country, (and, in the 
open assembly at Boston, upon a lecture day, declared by Mr. 
Cotton to be twenty-seven ||several lumps of man's seed, without 
any alteration, or mixture of any thing from the woman,|| and 
thereupon gathered, that it might signify her errour in denying 
inherent rignteousness, but that all was Christ in us, and nothing 
of ours in our faith, love, &c.) hereupon the gavemour wrote 
to Mr. ^Clarke, a physician and a preacher to those of the 

llsingula frusta vel globulos seminis masculini siae ulla matatione aut 
mixtura de feniina|| 



1 John Clarke was one of the most distinguished gentlemen of Rhode 
Island, of which colony he was long agent in England, during the reigns of Oli- 
ver, Richard, and part of that of Charles II. The Baptist church of Newport 
owns him for its father. He published, in 1652, a book, entitled ^' 111 News 
from New England, or a Narrative of New England^s persecution, wherein is 
declared, that, while Old England is becoming New, New England is becoming 
Old,^^ &c. &c. &c. in which he introduced the substance of a tract, issued the 
preceding year, called ^^ A Brief Discourse touching New England, and par- 
ticularly Rhode Island ; as also a faithful and true relation of the prosecution of 
Obadiah Holmes, John Crandall, and John Clarke, merely for conscience to* 
wards God, by the principal members of the church or commonwealth of the 
Massachusetts in New England, which rules over that part of the world.^^ 
This tract was probably by the same hand. 

Some light may be derived by us ftom a petition of the sufferer, of which 
the original is preserved, from the colonv files, in the Historical Society^a 
library : ^^ To the honoured court assembled at Boston. Whereas it pleased 
this honoured court, yesterday, to condemn the faith and order which I hold, 
and practise *, an^, after you ha^ passed your sentence upon me for it, were 



S7S ^<»N WlNTHttOF. [1638^ 

islandi to know the certainty thereof, who returned him this 
answer : Mrs. Hutchinson, six weeks before her delivery, per* 
ceived her b^j to be greatly distempered, and her spirits 
failing, and in that regard doubtful of life, she sent to me, &c. 
and not long after (in ||immoderato fluore uterino||) it was 
brought to light, and I was called to see it, where I beheld, first 
unwashed, (and afterwards in warm water,) several lumps, 
every one of them greatly confused, and if you consider each 
of them according to the representation of the whole, they 
were altogether without form ; but if they were considered in 
respect of the parts of each lump of flesh, then there was a rep- 
resentation of innumerable distinct bodies in the form of a globe, 
not much unlike the swims of some fish, so confusedly knit to* 
gether by so many several strings, (which I conceive were the 
beginning of veins and nerves,) so that it was impossible either 
to number the small round pieces in every lump, much less to 
discern from whence every string did fetch its original, they 
Were so snarled one within another. The small globes I like- 
wise opened, and perceived the matter of them (setting aside 
the membrane in which ||^it was involved,||) to be partly wind and 
partly water. Of' these several lumps there were about twenty- 
six, according to the relation of those, who more narrowly 

llimmoderate duor and uriQe|| H^they were inyoluraedH 



pleased to express, I could not maintain the same against your ministers, and 
thereupon publicklj proffered me a dispute with them ; be pleased by these 
few lines to understand, I readily accept it, and therefore do desire you would 
appoint the time when, and the person with whom, in that publick place 
where 1 was condemned, I mi^bt, with freedom, and without molestation of 
the civil power, dispute that pomt publickly, where I doubt not but, by the 
strength of Christ, to make it good out of his last will and testament, unto 
which nothing is to be added, nor from which nothing is to be diminished. 
Thus, desiring the Father of lights to shine forth by his power to expel the 
darkness, I remain your well wisher, John Clarke* From the prison, this 
1. 6. 51," i. e. 1 August, 1651. 

In 1653 was published ^^Tbe Civil Magistrate's Power in Matters of Re- 
ligion modestly debated, &c. &c. &c. with a brief answer to a certain slan- 
- derous pamphlet, called 111 News from New England, &e. by Thomas Cob- 
bett of Lynn in N. £." This was written in the violent temper of that day, 
thought necessary for the orthodox, but now so universally reprobated. 
Clarke's book is exceedingly rare, perhaps irrecoverably lost. A copy was in 
Prince's New England library, but cannot be found now, nor could I hear of 
the work even in Rhode Island. Cobbett's answer, which could certainly be 
better spared, is preserved, but is very scarce, only a single copy having ever 
fallen into my reach. Clarke died, says Benedict, I. 495, in 1676, in the 
sixty-sixth year of his age, without children. Callender, who is very full in 
his account of Clarke, 2, 16, 21, 29, 45, 52, 62, 63, 93, marks his death 
20 April of that year. From three of his brothers are descended the large 
family in Rhode Island bearing that name. The article Clarkb, John, in 
Allen'fl Biographical Dictionary, is the best in that laborious work. 
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searched into the number of them. I look notiee of siic or 
seven of some bigness; the rest were small ; but all as I have 
declared, except one or two, which differed much from the rest 
l>oth in matter and form \ and the whole was like the [blank] 
of the liver, being simular and every where like itself. When 
I had opened it, the matter seemed to be ||blood|| coi^ealed. 
The govemour, not satisfied with this relation, spake after with 
the said Mr. Clarke, who thus cleared all the doubts : The 
lumps were twenty^six or twentj-seven4 distinct and not joined 
together ; there came no secundine after them ; six of them 
were as great as his fist, and one as great as two fists ; the rest 
«ach less than other, and the smallest about the bigness of the 
top of his thumb. The globes were round things, included in 
the lumps, about the bigness of a small Indian bean, and like 
the pearl in a man's eye. The two 1uoh>s, which differed from 
the rest, were like liver or congealed mood, and had no small 
globes in them, as the rest had. Mr. Cotton, next lecture day, 
acknowledged his errour, &c. and that he had his information 
by a letter from her husband, &c.^ 

21.] A ship of Barnstaple arrived with about eiehty pas- 
sengers, near all western people. There came wiu them a 
godly minister, one Mr. ^Matthews. 

^}^ 

1 Having been fayoured with the original letter of Clarke, I testify that the 
anthor^g transcription is sufficiently accurate, and nearly literal. It might be 
unnecessary to add, on this nauseous subject, the introduction of which, at a 
religious lecture, it seems hardly possible to justify, that Clarke says, he was 
sent to once and again, and that he considered her condition was both doubt* 
ful and dangerous, and that he was somewhat unwilling to meddle, at least 
before her delivery, but only advised to procure some medioine» (rom the bay 
proper for the occasion ; for ^^ I conceived,^^ he adds, *^ if it were a child, it 
was dead, but rather that it was not, but such a thing as afterward it proved.^' 
It is strange, that the word, which the govemour leaves blank, is, plainly, 
lobe in the original letter. On the margin of the letter, the govemour has 
added what Clarke told him, nearly as given in the text, with this slight Tui^ 
tion : ^^ the globes were like pearls, about the bigness of a sloe.^^ 

9 Very diligent inquiry has been followed with some success in tracing the 
course of this clergyman, of whom most of our early books take very slight 
notice. Lechford, 41, mentions him as living in Plimouth patent. He was 
probably at Yarmouth, where there is a tradition, that he was one of their 
first ministers. See 1 Hist. Coll. V. 59. The diligent author of that tract is 
certainly mistaken in supposing, that Miller was the Jirgtj and Matthews 
(whose eiven name was Marmaduke) the teeond minister there. MSler, who 
was a;t Yarmouth when Johnson wrote, preached first at Rowley ; and we 
may safely conclude, that he did not go to Yarmouth before Matthews left it. 
I am quite confident it was not before 1642. Matthews had removed firom 

whence, 

e, under- 

littiafe.ex- 

35 voi. I* 
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Here arrived a small Spanieb frigate witti hides and tallow. 
She was a prize taken bj Capt. Newman, who was set out with 
letters of mart by the lords, &c. of the Isle of Providence. 

This year there came a letter from Mr. Thomas ||Mewtis,|| 
clerk of the council in England, directed to Mr. Winthrop, (the 
present govemour,) and taerein an order from the lords coa>> 
missioners for foreign plantations, (being all of the co\incil,) 
wherein they straightly required the patent to be sent home by 
the first ship, &c. This letter and order were produced at the 
general court last past, and there agreed not to send home the 
patent, but to return answer to the lords by way of humble pe<- 
titba, which was drawn up and sent accordingly. These in^ 
struments are all among the govemour's papers, and the effect 
of them would be here inserted.^ 

2^,] Being the third day of the week, and two days before 
the change, the wind having blown at N. E. all the day, and 
rainy in the night, was a mighty tempest, and withal the high- 
est tide, which had been seen since our coming into this coun- 
try ; but, through the good providence of God, it did little harm. 
About fourteen days after, the wind having been at N* W. and 
then calm |phere,|| came in the greatest eastern sea, which had 
been in our time. Mr. Peirce (who came in a week after) had 
that time a very great tempest three days at N. E. 

A remarkable providence appeared in a case, which was 
tried at the last court of assistants. Divers neighbours of Lynn, 
by agreement, kept their cattle by turns. It fell out to the 
turn of one Gillow to keep them, and, as he was driving them 
forth, another of these^ neighbours went along with him, and 
kept him so earnestly in talk, that his cattle strayed and gate 
in the corn* Then this other neighbour left him, and would not 
help him recover his cattle, but went and told another bow he 
had kept Gillow in talk, that he might lose his cattle, &c. The 
cattle, getting into the Indian com, eat so much ere they could 
be gotten out, that two of them fell sick of it, and one of them 

||M II ||Starn|| 

pressions in his teaching,^^ he wai, nevertheless, called to the church at Maiden. 
A very humble confession of his darkness, and ignorance, and weak expressions, 
signed by him, though written by another, of 28 October, 1651, is preserved 
in the archives of the Historical Society, and, with other papers on the subject, 
of prior date, is printed in 3 Hist. CoH. 1. 29—33. The hints of the author of 
Wonder-working Providence are more expressive than his verses usually are, 
lib. HI. c. 7. He was one of the magistrates appointed for a scrutiny of th6 
&ith and doctrines of Matthews. 

1 Hubbard, 268—271, has laid us under obligsition by preserving both docu- 
ments. 
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died presentlr; and these two caws were tbat neighbour^ who 
.bad kept Gillow in talk^ &c. The man brings his actiofi 
against Gillow for his cow, (not knowing that he had witness of 
bis speech ;) but Gillow, producing witness, &c« barred him of 
bis action, and had good costs, &c« 

The court, taking into consideration the great disorder 
Hgeneraiy through the country in costliness of apparel, and 
following new fashions, sent for the elders of the churches, and 
conferred with them about it, and laid it upon them, as be- 
longing to them, to redress it, by urging it upon the consciences 
of their people, which they promised to do. But little was 
done about it ; for divers of the elders' wives, &c. were in some 
measure partners in this general disorder.^ 

[Large blank.] 

8her.] About two years since one Mr. Bernard, a minister 
at Batcomb in Somersetshire in England, sent over two books 
in writing, one to the magistrates, and the other to the elders, 
wherein he laid down arguments against the manner of our 
gathering our churches, &c. which the elders could not an^ 
swer till this time, by reason of the many troubles about Mrs. 
Hutchinson's opinions, &c. Mr. Cotton also answered another 
book sent over in defence of set form of prayer. This I sup- 
pose was Mr. BalPs book.^ 

About this time was very much rain and snow, in six weeks 
together ; scarce two days without rain or snow. This waa 
observed by some as an effect of the earthauake.* 

(9.) 8.] A church was gathered at Deaham with good ap- 
probation ; and, 28th, Mr. n'eck ordained teacher at Hingham. 

Ilproceedingll 

1 The wives of clergymen have been, since that daj, gcnerallj exempt 
from such charges. 

3 It will not be expected, that an account of Bemard^s books should be 
given here, especially as they were not, I believe, printed, one of them, prob- 
ably, being too good for the character of the age. See Eliot, in 1 Hist, CoU. 
IX. 16. 

s To mark the relation of cause and effect in atmospherpck phenomena, i« 
a dangerous exercise of imagination. Example may, however, serve, better 
than precept, to dissuade from such idle philosophy as that in the text. One 
of the books, blending practical wisdom with amusement, by which Miss 
Edgeworth has favoured our age, makes a venerable observer of events regard 
^^ Tenderden steeple as the cause of Goodwin sands.'^ I think there is evi^* 
dence, that this anecdote belongs to the famous Sir Thomas More, 

* Little can be learned of this reverend gentleman, except from old records 
in Hingham, from which I find, he had been a preacher at Hingham in Nor« 
folk in Old England, whence o6m» almost ail of the progenitors of the 
present inhabitants of that ancient town, preserving th« fame nam^ m Massa* 
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By order of the last general court, the govemour wrote a 
letter to Mr. ^Burdet, Mr. Wiggin, and others of the plantation 
cS Paacataqaack, to this effect : That, whereas there had been 
good correspondency between us formerly, we coald not but be 
sensible of tneir entertaining and countenancing, &c. some that 
we had cast out, &c. and mat our purpose was to survey our 
utmost limits, and make use of them^ Mr. Burdet returned a 
scornful answer, and would not give the govemour his title, &c. 
This was very ill taken, for that he was one of our body, and 
sworn to our government, and a member of the church of Sa* 
lem; so as the governour was purposed to summon him to ap- 
pear at our court to answer bis contempt; but, advising with the 
deputy about it, he was dissuaded from it, the rather for that, 
if he should suffer in this cause, it would ingratiate him more 
with the archbishops, (with whom he had intelligenee, &c«) 
but bis council was rather to undermine him by making him 
thoroughly known, &c. to his friends in Pascataquack, aqd to 
take them from him. Whereupon the governour wrote to 
Edwarfl Hilton, declaring bis ill dealing, (and sent a copy of 
hi|» letter,) ai)d advising tbem to ^ake heed how they put them* 
selves ||into|| hi9 power, &c. but rather to give us a proof of 
their respect toward? M9, ^c^-rHe intimated withal how ill it 
Junderll 

ehpsett?. The teacher waa Robert Peek} but the contemporarj MS. of 
Hbbart, the pastor/ collated by me, infoFint, that, 2*7 October, 1641, he jailed 
for England, and, another ancient writing adds, ^^with his wife and son 
Jo«^phf*! I pesume hie found religion so fre^ at hqme, that he had net \n- 
docement tf> return^ lie and Joseph Peck, probably ie^ brother, were made 
freemen here 13 March, 1638 — 9. Both have the appropriate Mr. prefixed. 
Joseph was very soon after a representative in the general court. Notice of 
^ cemoval from the jurisdiction will occur in our second volume. 

Hubbard, 279, though literally extracting this para^aph, in his usual man-* 
nee, has thtown the chconology into strange confusion, making it 1640, by 
disregard of Winthrop^s arrangement of dates. Johnson, lib. II. c 9, has 
made th^ gathering of Dedham church a year too early, 

1 Of the few instances, in which any advantage is derived from Hubbard, 
our acquaintance with this person is one. He wfts minister at Dovier ; and 
the historian of Ipswich informs us, 221, 353, that Burdet, '^ upon a pretended 

rjrr^l with the bishops and ceremonies of th^ chtiroh of England, had, 
ut the year |634, left Yarmouth in England,^ ^nd came '' to Sai?m, 
where he v^as reoeiy^^d a ineiiiber oif their church, and was employed to preach 
among th^m for a y^ar or moire, ' being an able scholar, and p( pfaqsible parts 
and carriage. But Ending the discipline of the church a? inuch too strict for 
his loose conscience as the other was In pretence too large, he left his brethren 
at Salem, out of love to his friends at Piscataqua, where he continued for 
some time in good esteem (as least in appearance) with Mr. Wiggans, thai 
had the power of a govemqnr thereabouts, until he declared bi9Bself of what 
sort he was.*' Our Recor^j show his admission as a freeman 2 September, 
1635. The concltttion of |)|s doings in America will appear in this History. 
I649, ■ ''■'••' 
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would relish, if tbey should advance Capt. Underhilt, whom we 
had llthnistll out for abusing (he court with |pfeigning|| a retrac- 
tation both of his seditious practice and also of his corrupt 
opinions, and after denying it again, and for casting reproach 
upon our churches, &c. i signifying withal, that he was now 
found to have been an unclean person, (for he was charged by 
a godly young woman to have solicited her chastity under 

Eretence of Christian love, and to have confessed to her, that 
e had his will oftentimes of the cooper^s wife, and all out of 
strength of love,) and the church had sent for him, and sent 
htm a license to come and go, under the hands of the gover- 
nour and deputy ; but he refused to come, excusing himself, by 
letters to t^ elders, that the license was not sufficient, &c. and, 
by letters to the govemour, that he had no rule to come and 
answer to any onence, except his banishment were released ; 
but to the matter he was charged with, he gave no answer, 
but sought an evasion. Pascataqoack men had chosen him 
their govcrnour before the letter came to them* 

13.] The govemour went by water to Salem, where be was 
entertained with all the respect that they could show him. 
The |pl3|| he returned by land, and they sent six of their chief 
military officers with carbines to guard him to Boston.^ 

17»] Roger ^Herlakenden, one of our magistrates, about 
||ca8t|| li'framingll * ||3 14th|| 

1 Both dates are plain in the MS., but it is not certain where the correc- 
tion should be made. The former edition, assuming the first to be correct, 
and that the goyemour returned neztdajr, altered the second date to 14. To 
ue it seems more probable, that the daj of return, being in the body of the 
paragraph, is right. Perhaps he went on the 10th, and spent Sunday with 
Endecott, returning on Monday, 12th. 

9 The brother of this gentleman, Richard, is, by Dr. Holmes, from the 
Cambridge Records, 1 Hist. Coll. VII. 10, mentioned as one of the earliest 
proprietors. Roger had arrived in 1635, Hubbard, 233, says, in the same 
ship with Vane. He was admitted freeman 3 March, 163&--6, with Shep- 
herd, Peter, Vane, and other distinguuhed men, and, on 25 May following, at 
the general election, chosen one of the assistants, to which place he was re- 
jected in the two following years. It Is proof of the solid iudgment of so 
young a mail* In the questions about Mrs. Hutchinson he took a part, as ap- 
pearsln that most curious and minute article of the Appendix to History of Mas- 
sachusetts, II. 423. Some humble verses in honour of Harlackenden are af- 
forded by Johnson, lib. I. c. 32. His will, in our Probate Records, I. 13, 
without date, Wfis probably made two ^ears or more before his death, since 
he makes Gov. HaVnes one of his executors with his brother Richard. In it 
he takes notice of his estate in England, called ^* Colne Park, or the Little 
Lodge,)^ and of one daughter only, though provision is made for the proba- 
bility of another child. He was, 1 believe, a cousin of Lord Roper, and had, 
probably, been brought up under the ministry of Shepherd in his native coun- 
try. See Neal^s Puritans, II. 282. To eqjoy the spiritual aid of the samc^ 
gentlemi^i, he purchased Dudley's estate at Newtowi^. 
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Ihirty yean of age, second wm of [blank] Heriakenden of 
IJEarPs Colnell in £Mez, Esq. died at Cambridge of the small 
pox. He was a verj godly man, and of gocnd use both in 
the commonwealth and in the church. He was buried with 
military honour, because he was lieutenant colonel. He left 
behind a virtuous gentlewoman and two daughters. He died 
in great peace, and left a sweet memorial behind him of his 
piety ana virtue. 

§10. 3.1 Ezekiel ^Rogers, son of Richard Rogers of 
Weathersfield in Sussex, a worthy son of so worthy a father, 
lying at Boston with some who came out of Yorkshire with 
aim, where he had been a painful preacher many years, being 
desirous to partake in the Lord^s supper with the church of 
Boston, did first impart his desire to the elders, and having 
given them satisfaction, they acquainted the church with it, and 
before the sacrament, being called forth by the elders, he 
spoke to this effect, viz. that he and his company (viz. divers 
families, who came over with him this summer) bad, of a good 
time, withdrawn themselves from the church communion of 
England, and that for many corruptions which were among 
them. But, first, he desired, that he might not be mistaken, 
as if he did condemn all there; for he &d acknowledge a 
special presence of God there in three things : 1, in the sound- 
ness of doctrine in all fundamental truths ; 2, in the excellen- 
cy of ministerial gifts; 3, in the blessing upon the same, for 
the work of conversion and for the power of religion, in all 
which there appeared more, &c. in England than in all the' 
known world besides. Yet there are such corruptions^ as, 
since God let them see some light therein, they coula not, with 
safe conscience, join any longer with them. The first is, their 
national church; second, their hierarchy, wholly antichristian ; 
third, their dead service ; fourth, their receiving (nay, compell- 
ing) all to partake of the seals ; fifth, their abuse of excommu- 
nications, wherein they enwrap many a godly minister, by 
causing bim to pronounce their sentence, &c. they not know- 
ing that the fear of the excommunication lies in that. Here^ 
upon they l^wailed before the Lord their sinful partaking so 

IKarltcokell 

1 No inadequate aotioea of Eiekiel Rogers may be found in the (irogress of 
our History V in Jobasan, Kb. II* 11> and, above all, in Mather^s Magnalia. 
Eliot and Allen have weU abbreviated tbese authoritiet % but the former mis- 
dates his death. He was a man of very high intfcience for a portion of his 
life, and his epitaph on our Hooker is thought bv Hi4ib«rd, 641, wortiiy ojT 
preservation. The tar^y justice of our age erected a am^vmetA to Rogers ia 
1805. 
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long in those comiptions, and entered a covenant together, 
to walk together in all the ordinances, &c. 

1639. 10. 3.] Being settled at ^Rowley, they renewed their 
church covenant, and their call [blank] of Mr. Rogers to the 
office of pastor, according to the course of other churches, &;c.§ 

(10.) 6.] Dorothy Talbye was hanged at Boston for mur- 
dering her own daughter, a child of three years old. She 
had been a member of the church of Salem, and of good 
esteem for godliness, &c. ; but, falling at difference with her 
husband, through melancholy or spiritual delusions, she some- 
times attempted to kill him, and her children, and herself, by 
refusing ||meat,|| saying it was so revealed to her, &c« After' 
much patience, and divers admonitions not prevailing, the 
church cast her out. Whereupon she grew worse ; so as the 
magistrate caused her to be whipped. Whereupon she was re- 
formed for a time, and carriea herself more dutifully to her 
husband,^ &c. ; but soon after she was so possessed with Satan, 
that he persuaded her (by his delusions, which she listened 
to as revelations from God) to break the neck of her own 
child, that she might free it from future misery. This she 
confessed upon her apprehension ; yet, at her arraignment, she 
stood mute a good space, till the governour told her she 
should be pressed to death, and then she confessed the in- 
dictment. When she was to receive judgment, she would not 
uncover her face, nor stand up, but as she was forced, nor give 
any testimony of her repentance, either then or at her exe- 
cution. The cloth, which should have covered her face, she 
plucked off and put between the rope and her neck. She de- 
sired to have been beheaded, giving this reason, that it was 
less painful and less shameful. After a swing or two, she 
catched at the ladder. Mr. Peter, her late pastor, and Mn 
Wilson, went with her to the place of execution, but could do 
no good with her. Mr. Peter gave an exhortation to the peo- 
ple to take heed of revelations, &c. and of despising the ordi- 
nance of excommunication as she had done ; for, when it was 
to have been denounced against her, she turned her back, and 
would have gone forth, if she had not been stayed by force. 

llwaterll ^ 

1 THo doubt this name was adopted from the place in Yorkshire in Old 
England, where their pastor bad laboured, and most of themselves had en- 
joyed his services. 

3 The unfortunate husband, whose life had been attempted bj her, was, af- 
ter her execution, excommunicated ^^ for much pride and unnaturalness to 
his wife/^ See the letter of Hugh Peter in Hutoh. I. 37t. The original has 
been seen by me. Peihaps Peter regretted his treatment of Talby, after his 
own wife was 4ifttaoted. 
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One CapU Newman, being set forth with commisskni from the 
Earl of HoUctnd, -^overooor of the Westminster company, and 
the Earl of Warwick and others of the same company, to spoil 
the Spaniard within the limits of their g^nt in the West Indies, 
after he had taken many of their small vessels, &c. returned 
home by the Massachusetts in a small pinnace, with which he 
had taken all ||his|| prizes (for his great ship was of no use for 
that purpose,) He brought many hides and much tallow. 
The hides he sold here for £17.10 the |pscore;|p the tallow at 
39«» the hundred; and set sail for England (10,) 1. He was 
after cast away at |pChrt8topher^s|| with a very rich prize^ in 
the great hyrracano, 1642. 

13.] A general fast was kept upon the motion of the el- 
ders to the ^overpour and council. The chief occasion was, 
the much sickness of pox and fevers spread through the coun- 
try, (yet it was to the east and south also,) the apparent decay 
of power of religion, and the general declining of professors to 
the world, &c. Mr. Cotton, in his exercise that day at Bos- 
ton, did confess and bewail, as the churches', so his own se- 
curity, sloth and credulity, whereupon so many and dangerous 
errours had gotten up and spread in the church; and went over 
all the particulars, and showed how he came to be deceived ; 
the errours being framed (in words) so ||^near|| the truths which 
be had preached, and the falsehood of the maintainers of 
them, who usually would deny to him what thev had deliver- 
ed to others, &c. He acknowledged, that such as had been 
seducers of others (instancing in some of those of the Island, 
though he named them not) had been justly banished. Yet he 
. said, that such as had been only misled, and others, who had 
dope any thing out of a misguided conscience, (not being 
||*grossly|| evil,) should be borne withal, and first referred to the 
church, and if that could not heal them, they should rather be 
imprisoned, fined, or, &c. than banished, fqua\\ it was likely no 
other church would receive them. 

Those who were eone with Mrs. Hutchinson to Aquiday fell 
into new errours daily. One Nicholas ^Easton, a tanner, 
||the|| ||2«tone|l ||8blaDk|| ||4were|| ||5greatly|| ||6tho'|| 

1 Having the printed copy before me, as I coHated the MS., the erronr of 
the former edition, it must be confessed, escaped me at two readings ; but 
happening to reflect on the extreme disproportion of price and value, a closer 
inspection of the original easily undeceived roe, and led to the restoration of 
the true text, though vexed with a bad chirography. 

S (^ One Milton, a blind man," derogates nothing from the author of Para- 
dise Lost, though it proves a childish enmity in the writer of the Memoirs. 
Nicholas Easton is distinguished, with only four others, out of a list of fifty- 
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taught, that gifts and graces were that aotichrfet mentioned 
Thess,, and that which withheld, &c. was the preaching of thci 
law ; and that every of the elect had the Holy Ghost and also 
the devil indwelling. Another, one Heme, taught, that womea 
had no souls, and that Adam was not created in true holiness, 
Slc. for then he could not have lost it 

Those who went to the falls ||at|| Pascataquack, gathered a 
church, and wrote to our church to desire us to (usmiss Mr. 
Wheelwright to them for an officer ; but, because he desired it 
not himself, the elders did not propound it. Soon after came 
his own letter, with theirs, for his dismission, which thereupon 
was granted. Others likewise (upon their request) were also 
dismissed thither. 

The governour's letter to Mr. Hilton, about Mr. Furdet and 
Capt. Underbill, was by them intercepted and opened ; and 
thereupon they wrote presently into England against us, §dis- 
covering what they knew of our combination to resist any autho* 
rity, that should come out of England against us, &c. ;§ for they 
were extremely moved |pal|| the governour's letter, but could 
take no advantage by it, for be made account, when he wrote 
it, that Mr. Hilton would show it them. And, upon this, Capt. 
Underbill wrote a letter to Mr. Cotton, full of high and threat- 
ening words against us ; but he wrote another, at the same time, 
to the governour in very fair terms, entreating an obliterating of 
all that was past, and a bearing with human infirmities, &c. dis* 
avowing all purpose of revenge, &c. See after, (1,) 1639. 

The devil would never cease to disturb our peace, and to 
raise up |pinstruments|| one after another. Amongst the rest, 
there was a woman in Salem, one Oliver his wife, who had 
sufiered somewhat in England for refusing to bow at the name 
of Jesus, though otherwise she was conformable to all their 
orders. She was (for ability of speech, and appearance of 
zeal and devotion) far before Mrs. Hutchinson, and so the 

||of|| ||9by|| Ipmsufgciitsll 



four freemen admitted at a general court, 3 September, 1634, by the title of 
respect. It may be seen, Colony Rec. I. 113, that the Rev. Messieurs Parker 
and Noyes were admitted at the same time, and I conclude, that he accom- 
panied them. In March after, Easton was deputy from Ipswich, and he pro- 
bably followed his spiritual guide to Newbury. From his occupation, men- 
tioned in the text, no conclusion to his discredit can be drawn ; for that em- 
plpyment, in a new country, is found the most useful and profitable for men 
of good education and estate. Large capital is often invested in that busi- 
ness, and we need not suppose it was mere handicraft. He was governour 
at Rhode Island four years, and the station was five years filled by one, whom 
I presume to be his son, John Easton. See I Hiit. GoU. VI. 144, 145, and 
Callender, 42, 93. 

36 VOL. 15 
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fitter instrument to have done hurt, but that she was poor 
and had little acquaintance. She took offence at this, that she 
might not be admitted to the Lord's supper without giving 
publick satisfaction to the church of her faith, &c. and cove- 
nanting or professing to walk with them according to the rule 
of the gospel ; so as, upon the sacrament day, she openly call- 
ed for It, and stood to plead her right, though she were denied ; 
and would not forbear, before the magistrate, Mr. Ehdecoit, 
did threaten to send the constable to put her forth. This wo- 
man was brought to the court for disturbing the peace in the 
church, &c. and there she gave such peremptory answers, as 
she was committed till she should find sureties for her good 
behaviour. After she had been in prison three or four days, 
she made ||means|| to the governour, and submitted herself, and 
acknowledged her fault in disturbing the church ; whereupon 
he took her husband's bond for her good behaviour, and dis- 
charged her out of prison. But he found, after, that she still 
held her former opinions, which were very dangerous, as, 
1. That the church is the heads of the people, both magis- 
trates and ministers, met together, and that these have power 
to ordain ministers, &c. 2. That all that dwell in the same 
town, and will profess their .faith in Christ Jesus, ought to be 
received to the sacraments there ; and that she was persuaded, 
that, if Paul were at Salem, he would call all the inhabitants there 
saints. 3. That excommunication is no other but when Chris- 
tians withdraw private communion from one that hath offended.^ 

About five years after, this woman was adjudged to be 
whipped for reproaching the magistrates. She stood without 
tying, and bare her punishment with a masculine spirit, glory- 
ing in her suffering. But after (when she came to consider 
the reproach, which would stick by her, &c.) she was much 
dejected about it. She had a cleft stick put on her tongue half 
an hour, for reproaching the elders, (6,) 1646.^ 

At Providence, also, the devil was not idle. For whereas, at 

llblankll 



1 A favo arable construction would certainly find no deadly errours in 
these opinions ; and certainly imprisonment appears not very appropriate 
means for conviction. I doubt that the apostle pointed at much more blame- 
able notions, and even practices, in the church of Corinth, than he would 
have found at Salem, though he bestows the Epithet saints on the members 
of the former. Mrs. Oliver thought, probably, there was too much power 
assumed by the elders. 

S This paragraph comes in where the author had long left a blank. I fear 
more reproach attached to the elders, with all who pitied the sufferer, than if 
her tongue had been left loose. 
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iheir first coming thither, Mr. Williams, and the rest did make 
an order, that' no man should be molested for his conscience, 
now men's wives, and children, and servants, claimed liberty 
hereby to go to all religious meetings, though never so often, 
or though private, upon the week days; and because one 
tjVerinll^ refused to let his wife go to Mr. Williams so oft as she 
was called for, they required to have him censured. But there 
stood up one ^Arnold, a witty man of their own company, and 
withstood it, telling them that, when he consented to that order, 
he never intended it should extend to the breach of any ordi- 
nance of God, such as the |psubjection|| of wives to their hus- 
bands, &c. and gave divers solid reasons against it. Then 
one Greene (who hath married the wife of one ^Beggerly, 
whose husband is living, and no divorce, &c. but only it was 
said, that he had lived m adultery, and had confessed it) he re- 
plied, that, if they should restrain their wives, &;c. all the 
women in the country would cry out of them, &c. Arnold 
answered him thus : Did you pretend to leave the Massachu- 
setts, because you would not offend God to please men, and 
would you now break an ordinance and commandment §of 
God§ to please women ? Some were of opinion, that if |pVerinl| 
would not suffer his wife to have her liberty, the church should 
dispose her to some other man, who would use her better. 
Arnold told them, that it was not the woman's desire to go so 
oft from home, but only Mr. Williams's and others. In ||^con- 
clusion,|| when they would have censured ||^yerin,|| Arnold 
told them, that it was against their own order, for ||^Vepin|| did 
Ipthat he did|| out of conscience ; and their order was, that np 
man should be censured for his consciencCf 

Another plot the old serpent had against us, by sowing 
jealousies and differences between us and our friends at Cofn- 

||Udrio|| ||38ubmis8ion|| ||3Udrin|| Ij^court Qfter|| j|5Udriolt 
||eUdrin|| ipthat, and did it|| 

I . 
1 Of this unusual name I have met with no recurrence, except in Hutchin- 
son, I. 187, where he Informs i^s of thp im] and imprisonment of Philip Verin, 
%a a Quaker. 

3 Benedict Arnold was goyernour of Rhode Island thirteen years. 1 Hist.. 
Coll. VI. 144, 145. In 1657, with 6oy. Coddington, he purchased Cononi- 
cut Island. 1 Hist. Coll. V; 217. He will often be mentioned in this History 
as a great friend of Massachusetts, especially in negotiation with the Indians, 
whose language was better known to him and his son, of the same name, thai^ 
most other of our people. I do not ascertain whether the anecdote in tb^ 
text belongs to him or William Arnold. See Callender, 35, 43, 80, 93. 

3 The circumstances of the separation, which may b.e seen in Addenda, 
tub an^ 1636, will excuse oqr belief, that th^ charge against Greene is alto*^ 
gethef invidioas. 
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necticut, and also Plimouth. This latter was about our bounds* 
They had planted Scituate, and bad given out alt the lands to 
Conyhassett. We desired only so much of the marshes there, 
as misht accommodate Hingham, which being denied, we caus- 
ed Charles River to be surveyed, and found it come so far 
southward as would fetch in Scituate and ||more ;|| but this was 
referred to a meeting between us.^ 

The differences between us and those of Connecticut were 
divers; but the ground of all was their |pshyness|[ of coming 
under our government, which, though we never intended to 
make them subordinate to us, yet they were very jealous, and 
therefore, in the articles of confederation, which we propound'^ 
ed to them, and whereby order was taken, that all differences, 
which might fell out, should be ended by a way of peace, and 
never to come to a necessity or danger of force, — they did s0 
alter the chief article, as all would have come to nothing. For 
whereas the article was. That, upon any matter of difference, 
two, three, or more commissioners of every of the confederate 
colonies should assemble, and have absolute power (the greater 
number of them) to determine the matter,-— ^they would have 
them only to meet, and if they could agree, so ; if not, theri 
to report to their several colonies, and to return with their ad- 
vice, and so to go on till the matter might be agreed ; which, 
beside that it would have been infinitely tedious and extreme 
chargeable, it would never have attained the end ; for k wa9 
very unlikely, that all the churches in all the plantations would 
ever have accorded upon the same propositions.'^ 

JlConcord|| ||98ickne8s|| 



1 Relatire to this sonrey of Charies River, and the line between Flimovth^ 
and Massachusetts colonies, which frequently was matter of controversy, the 
earliest notice in onr Colony Records, I. 228, is 6 September, 1638 : " The 
town of Dedham is desired to spare two that are most fit to go with goodman 
Woodward and goodman Johnson, (if he can spare time,) or another to be g^ 
in his room, to lay out the most southermost part of Charles River, and to 
have five shillings a day a piece .'^ Woodward was often employed in such 
business, and, at the same court, was ordered to survey the line north of Mier- 
rimack. He was admitted of Boston church 8 December, 1633, being 
No. 194. 

9 If the liability to disagreement in the consultations of the churches bfid 
b^en regarded as an objection against submitting to them other matters of 
state, we might not «o frequently have to lament the proceedings of our 
fathers. Whenever any course, that might proceed to a result of extreme in- 
justice, cruelty, or tyranny, lyas contemplated by the civil rulers, the sanc- 
tion of the churches or of the elders was usually solicited, and too often ob- 
tained. Such is the consequence of uniting the wisdom of magistrates and 
ecclesiasticks in concern* belonging exclusively to either. See the last artj* 
fic of Add?ndaf 
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These articles, ^ith their alterations, they sefit to our general 
court at Newtown, the [blank] of the 5th, by Mr. Haynes, 
Mr. Pincbeon and John ^Steele. The court, finding their alte- 
ration, and the inconveniences thereof, would take the like liber- 
ty to add and alter ; (for the articles were drawn only by some 
of the council, and never allowed by the court.) This they ex- 
cepted against, and would have restrained us of that liberty, 
which they took themselves ; and one of their three commis- 
sioners, falling in debate with some of our deputies, said, that 
they would not meddle with any thing that was within our 
limits; which being reported to the court, they thought it sea- 
sonable we should stand upon our right, so as, though we were 
formerly willing that Agawam (now Springfield) should have 
fellen into their government, yet, seeing they would not be be- 
holden to us for any thing, we intended to keep it ; and accord- 
ingly we put it in as an article, that the line between us should 
be, one way, the Pequod River, (viz. south and north,) and the 
other way, (viz. east and west,) the limits of our own grant.; 
And this article we added : That we, &c. should have liberty 
to pass to and fro upon Connecticut, and they likewise. To 
these articles all their commissioners ofiered to consent, but it 
was thought by our court, (because of the new articles,) that 
they should first acquaint their own court with it. And so their 
commissioners departed. 

After this, we understood that they went on to exercise their 
authority at Agawam. Whereupon the governour wrote to 
||them|| to desire them to forbear until the line were laid out, 
with advice about some other things, as by the copy of the let- 
ter appears. After a long time, Mr. Ludlow (in the name of 
their court) returned answer, which was very harsh ; and in fine 
declared, that they thought it not fit to treat any further before 
they had advice from the gentlemen of Saybrook, &c. The 
governour acquainted the council and magistrates with this 

||him|| 

1 Steele was one of the first settlers of Hartford, called Newtown, because 
the early inhabitants went from that town with Hooker and Hajmes ; but the 
Connecticut Tillage changed its name very soon, probably before that in ouc 
f^eighbourhood. Windsor was first called Dorchester, and Weathersfield 
"Watertown, after the chief fountains of their blood in Massachusetts. 
This g^tleman was a deputy in our general court 4 March, 1634 — 5, and 
ftgain in September foUowing ; and was also one of those appointed by the 
authority of Massachusetts to administer justice among the people of the new 
colony until they formed a government for themselves. See Hutchinson, 
I. 96, from the Colony Records. He was now one of the raagisti^tes or assist- 
ants of Connecticut, and, when their first court of deputies assembled, in 
1639, was one of that body. Trumbull, 1. 79, 103. The time of hit death i\ 
unknown to m^* I fuppose descendants are numerous^ 
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letter ; anO, because they bad tied our hands (in a manner) 
from replying, he wrote a private letter to Mr. Haynes, where- 
in he lays open their mistakes (as he called them) and the ap- 
parent causes of offence, which they had given us; as by 
Ijdisclaimingll to their Naragansetts to be bound by our former 
agreement with them, (which they would never make till the 
wars were ended,) by making a treaty of agreement with the 
Naragansetts and Monhigans, without joining us, or mentioning 
us to that end, (though we had by letter given them liberty to 
take us in,) and by binding all the Indians (who had received 
any Pequods) to pay tribute for them all to them ||^at|| Connec- 
ticut, &c. (All these things are clearly to be seen in the letters.) 
*These and the like miscarriages in point of correspondency, 
were conceived to arise from these two errours in their govern- 
ment : 1. They chose divers scores men, who had no learning 
nor judgment, which might fit them for those affairs, thodgh 
otherwise men holy and religious. S« By occasion hereof, the 
main burden for managing of state businesses fell upon some 
one or other of their ministers, (as the phrase and style of these 
letters will clearly discover,) who, though they were men of 
singular wisdom and godliness, yet, stepping out of their course, 
their actions wanted that blessing, which otherwise might have 
been expected.*^ 

15,] The wind at N. E., there was so great a tempest of 
wind and snow all the night and the next day, as had not been 
since our time. Five mej;i and youths perished between Mat- 
tapan and Dorchester,^ anld a man and a woman^ between Bos^ 

lldisinclinin^j ||3or|| 

^ These lines were so effectaally erased, that, for some years, my desire of 
decyphering them was baffled ; but, after twice abandoning the task, I 
gradually obtained, with the aid of a gentleman much skilled in reading 
difficult MS., a sufficient confidence in all but one word. 

2 Our information cannot denote the line between the English and the In- 
dian places, the names of which are commonly applied indiscriminately. 
The historian of Dorchester leaves me to conjecture ; and my supposition is, 
th&t the neck, of old called Dorchester Neck, now annexed to the metropo- 
lis by the designation of South Boston, was Mattapan. The early settlement 
of the English was made near the present Jirtt church, and between that and 
South Boston the face of the country was bad enough for one to be lost in 
without an extreme tempest of snow. It is to be understood from the text, 
that the disaster occurred by land, not water. 

3 A very full relation of these persons perishing with cold on Boston Neck 
is given by Johnson, with characteristick deficiency of precision as to date, 
against which all readers should perpetually guard, lib. II. c, 15. " To end . 
this year, 1639, the Lord was pleased to send a very sharp winter, and more . 
especially in strong storms of weekly snows, with very bitter blasts. And here 
the reader may take notice of the sad hand of the Lord against two persons^ 
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ion and Roxbury, ||Anthony|| ^Dick, in a bark of tbirty tons, 
cast away upon the head of Cape Cod. Three were starved 
to death with the cold ; the other two got some fire and so lived 
there, by such food as they saved, seven weeks, till an Indian 
found them, &c. Two vessels bound for Quinipiack were cast 
away at Aquiday, but the people saved. Much other harm 
was done in staving of boats, &c. and by the great tides, which 
exceeded all before* This happened the day after a genera! 
fast, which occasioned some of our ministers to stir us up to 
seek the Lord better, because he seemed to discountenance the 
means of reconciliation. Whereupon the next general court, by 
advice of the elders, agreed to keep another day, and to seek 
further into the causes of such displeasure, &c, 5 which accord- 
ingly was performed. 

(11.) 14.] The earthquake, which had continued at times 
sipce the 1st of the 4th, was more generally felt, and the same 
noise heard in many places. 

30.] A church was gathered at Weymouth with approba- 
tion of the magistrates and elders. It is observable, this 
church, having been gathered before, and so that of Lynn, 
could not hold together, nor could have any elders join or 
hold with them. The reason appeared to be, because they 
did not begin according to the rule of the gospel, which when 
Lynn had found and humbled themselves for it, and began 
again upon a new foundation, they went on with a blessing. 

The people of this town of Weymouth had invited one Mr. 
H^LenthalllP to come to them, with intention to call him to be 

llArthurK llSLeathallH 

who were taken in a storm of snow, as they were passing from Boston to 
Roxbury, it being much about a mile distant, and a very plain way. One of 
Roxbury sending to Boston his servant maid for a barber-cbirurgeon to draw 
his tooth, they lost their way in their passage between, and were not found 
till many days after, and then the maid was found in one place, and the man 
in another, both of them frozen to death ; in which sad accident this was 
taken into consideration by divers people, that this barber was more then or- 
dinary laborious to draw men to those sinful errours, that were formerly so 
frequent, and now newly overthrown, — ^by the blessing of the Lord upon the 
endeavour of his faithful servants with the word of truth, — he having a fit 
opportunity, by reason of his trade, so soon as any were set down in his 
chair, he would commonly be cutting of their hair and the truth together ; 
notwithstanding some report better of the man, the example is for the liv- 
ing ; the dead is judged of the Lord aloue.^^ 

1 1 know nothing more of this man than that Capt. Clap, in his Memoirs, 
mentions his having been taken by the pirate Bull, and that Clap received 
his information from Dick^s own mouth. 

3 Hubbard, 275, carefully copies his master, but neglects to enlarge our 
knowledge of this clergyman* I learn from Lechford, that he, soon after. 
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their minister* This man, though of good report in England, 
coininjB[ hither, was found to have drank in some of Mrs* 
Hutchinson's opinions, as of justification before faith, &c« 
and opposed the gathering of our churches ih such a way 
of mutual stipulation as was practised among us. From the 
former he was soon taken off upon conference with Mr. Cot* 
ton I but he stuck close to the other, that only baptism was 
the door of entrance into the church, &c* so as the common 
sort of people did eagerly embrace his opinions, and some 
laboured to get such a church on foot as all baptized ones 
might communicate in without any further trial of them, &c* 
For this end they procured many hands in Weymouth to a 
blank, intending to have Mr. ||LenthalPs|| advice to the frame 
of their call ; and he likewise was very forward to become 
a minister to them in such a way, and did openly maintain 
the cause. But the magistrates, hearing of this disturbance 
and combination, thought it needful to stop it betimes, and 
jpergoll they called Mr. |pLenthall,|| and some of the chief of the 
faction, to the next general court in the 1 month, where Mr. 
||^Lenthall,|| having ^fore conferred with some of the magis* 
trates and of the elders, and being convinced both of his 
errour in judgment, and of his sin in practice to the disturb- 
ance of our peace, &p. did openly and freely retract, with 
expression of much grief of heart for his ^offence, and did de- 
liver his retractation in writing, under his hand, in the open 
court ; whereupon he was enjoined to appear at the next 
court, and in the mean time to make and deliver the like re- 
cantation in some publick assembly at Weymouth. So the 
court stopped for any further censure by fine, or, &c. though 
it was much urged by some. 
At the same court one Smith was convicted and fined £20 

||Leatfaal?8|| • |fS8o|| ||3Leathall|| H^Leathalljl 



found him at Newport, " oat of office and employment, and lives very poorly." 
From the proceedingg in our Colony Records, 1. 341, we find his name of 
baptism was Robert. Callender, 62, gives all the farther information, that 
Qan be obtained, and confirms my conjecture, that he returned home : ^^ They 
procured [for a religious teacher] Mr. Lenthal of Weymouth, who was ad- 
Viitted a freeman here Augusts, 1640. And, August SO, Mr. Lenthal was 
Ity vote called to keep a publick school for the learning of youth, and for hi» 
encouragement there was granted to him and his heirs one hundred acres of 
land, and four more for an house lot. It was also voted, that one hundred 
acres should be laid forth, and appropriated for a school, for encouragement 
of the poorer sort to train up their you&i in learning; and Mr. Robert Lenthal, 
while he continues to teach school, is to have the benefit thereof. But this 
gentleman did not tarry here very long. 1 find him gone to England the next 
year but one." It seems the New Lights pf Rhode Island irere willing to 
havft advantage of the old light. 
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for being a chief stirrer in ihe business; and one Silvester 
was disfranchised ; and one Britton) who had spoken reproach- 
fully of the answer, which was sent to Mr. Barnard his book 
against our church covenant, and of some of our elders, and 
had sided with Mr.]lLenthall,|l &c» was openly whipped, be- 
cause he had no cstale to answer, &c.^ 

Mo. 1.] A printing house was begun at Cambridge by one 
Daye, at the charge of Mr. Glover, who died on sea hither- 
ward. The first thing which was printed was the freemen's 
oath ; "^the next was an almanack made for New England by 
Mr. William Peirce, mariner;* the next was the Psalms newly 
turned into metre.^ 

§A plantation was begun by Sandwich, and was called Yar- 
mouth, in Plimouth, jurisdiction.^ 

, Another plantation was begun upon the north side of Mer* 
rimack, called Sarisbury, §now Colchester ;§ another at Win- 
icowett, called Hampton, which gave occasion of |psome|| dif- 

ULeathalllj ll^sorell 

i Of this extraordinary tyranny (I can appropriate no milder trord) aB 
that our icourt has left on record is here Extracted from vol. I. 24Q: 

" 13 of 1, 1638—9, John Smyth, for distulrbing the publick peace by coitt- 
bining -with others to hinder the orderly gathering of a church at Weymouth, 
«iud tQ set up another there, contrary to the orders here established, and the 
constant practice of ail our churches, and for undue procuring the hands of 
many to a blank for that purpose, is fined JS20, and committed during the 
pleasure of court ot the council. 

^^ Richard Silvester, forgoing with Smyth to get hands to a blank, was dis- 
frand^ised) and fined £2. 

^^ Mr. Ambrose Marten, for calling the church covenant a stinking carrion, 
^and a human invention, and saving he wondered at God^s patience, feared it 
^ould end in the sharp, and said the ministers did dethrone Christ and set up 
themselves ; he was fined i^lO, and counselled to go to Mr. Mather, to be in^* 
etructed by him. 

^^ Mr. Thomas Makepeace, because of his novel disposition, was informed, 
we were weary of him, unless he reform." 

These two latter offenders are supposed by me to be among the conspira* 
tors for a free church, because their offences and sentences are related nest 
after the former, and Mather Was the minister nearest to Weymouth. It is 
observable, that nothing is said of Britton^s crime or punishment. It was, 
probably, thought unnecessary to burden the record with such a case, though 
we should, in modem times, think very differently. Lechford says, ^^ he was 
whipped eleven stripes," and his guilt is by that author represented as 
^^ saying that some of the ministers in the bay were Brownists." ' 

9 The history of printing, at least in America, has been illustrated with ex- 
emplary diligence, in two amusing volumes, by Isaiah Thomas, who treats 
of his own profession with equal skill and affection. The place, where it was 
first practised in these English colonies, has been ever since devoted to the 
cause of letters, by the establishment of a College, having the widest fame of 
any on this side of the Atlantick, though long interval* have elapsed without 
the exercise of the press. 

ST vot. I, 
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ference between us and some of Pascataquack^ which grew 
thus: Mr* Wheelwright, being banished from us, gathered 
a company and sat down by the falls of Pascataquack, 
and called their town Exeter; and for their enlargement they 
dealt with an Indian there, and bought of him WinicQwett, &c« 
and then wrote to us what they had done, and that they in^ 
tended to lot out all these lands in farms, except we could 
show a better title* They wrote also to those whom we had 
sent to plant Winicowett to have them desist, &c* These let- 
ters comine to the general court, they returned answer, that 
they looked at this their dealing as agamst good neighbourhood, 
rehgion and common honesty ; that, knowing we claimed Winir 
cowett as within our patent, or as vacuum domicilium, and had 
taken possession thereof by building an house there above two 
years since, they should now go and purchase an unknowi^ 
title, and then come to ||inquire|| of our right. It was in the 
same letter also manifestly proved, that the Indians having only 
a natural right to so much land as they had or could improve, 
so as the rest of the country laj open to any that could and 
would improve it, as by the said letter more at large doth 
appear.^ 

In this year one James |pEverell,|p a sober, discreet man, and 
two others, saw a great light in the night at Muddy River* 
When it stood still, it flamed up, and was about three yards 
square ; when it ran, it was contracted into the figure of a 
swine : it ran as swift as an arrow towards Charlton, and so up 
and down about two or three hours* They were come down 
in their lighter about a mile, and, when it was over, they found 
themselves carried quite back against the tide to the place 
they came from* Divers other credible persons saw the same 
light, after, about the same place*^ 

[Blank.] 
||denj|| ||2£veretti| 



1 From tbifl paragraph mj ranpicion was first excited of the authenticitj of 
the Indian deed to Wheelwright, the first article in Appendix to Belknap^ 
New Hamp. I. The scmtinj has convinced me, that it is a forgery ; but the 
length of the inquiry renders it expedient to postpone it to the Appendix. 

9 He was a man of reputation, activity and eood estate in Boston many 
years afterwards. With his wife, Elizabeth, he had been received into Bos- 
ton church 20 of July, 1634, being Nos. 239, 240. His will, made 1 1 De- 
cember, 1682, proved 2 February- following, is found in our Probate Registry, 
vol. VI. 400. 

3 This account of an ignis fatuus may easily be believed on testimonv 
less respectable than t^t which was adduced. Some operation of the devil^ 
or other power beyond the customary agents of nature, was probably iii^- 
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The general court, in the 7th mo. last, gave order to the 

S)vefmour to write to them of Pascataquack, to signify to thetn^ 
at we looked at it as an unneighbourly part, that they should 
encourage and advance such as we had cast out from us for 
their ofiences, before they had inquired of us the cause, &c. 
(The occasion of this letter was, that they had aided Mr» 
Wheelwright to begin a plantation there, and intended to make 
Capt* Underhill their governour in the room of Mr. Burdett^ 
who had thrust out Capt* Wiggin, set in there by the lords, &c.) 
Upon this, Capt. Underhill (being chosen governour there) 
wrote a letter to a young gentleman, (who sojourned in the 
bouse of our governour,) wherein he reviles ||the|| governour 
irith reproachful terms and imprecations of vengeance upon us 
all. This letter being showed to the governour and council, 
the governour, by advice, wrote the letter to Edward Hilton as 
is before mentioned, pa^e [blank,] mo. 10, 13* The captain 
was so nettled with this letter,, and especially because his 
adulterous life with the cooper^s wife at Boston was now dis- 
covered, and the church had called him to come and make an- 
swer to it ; but he made many excuses, as want of liberty, be- 
ing a banished man, (yet the governour and council had sent 
him a safe conduct,) and upon his pretence of the insufficiency^ 
of that, the general court sent him another for three months. 
But, instead of coming, he procured a new church at Pascat^i* 
quack of some few loose men (who bad chosen one Mr* ^Knolles, 



agined by the relaters and hearers of that age, and the wonder of being 
carried a mile against the tide became important corroboration of the im- 
agination. Perhaps thej were wafted, during the two or three hours* aston- 
ishment, for so moderate a distance, by the wind ; but, if this suggestion 
be rejected, we might suppose, that the eddy, flowing always, in our rivere, 
contrary to the tide in the channel, rather than the meteor, carried their 
lighter back. 

1 Hanserd Knollys is a name of considerable repnte among the eaily 
Baptists in England, where, like the other divines of our first settlers, be 
had been episcopally ordained. After a residence of a few years in our 
country, the account of which, little creditable to his morals, will appear 
in other parts of this History, he returned home. Something of his suffer- 
ings, for the new doctrines, at the hands of the persecuting parliament 
and Independents, during the great age of anarchy, wtU be found in Toul- 
roin^s edition of Neal^s Puritans, III. 551, 2, 3. He was persecuted by th$ 
other side, in the following age of prelatical domination, and his suCerings 
were probablv of use to him. Hubbard, 356, has preserved the famous 
Bast wick's play upon his name, — Absurdo Knowless. His reputation was so 
much improved in his latter days, that Mather, III. calls him godly^ and 
assures us he died ^^ a good man in a good old age.** Belknap, N, H. 1. 45, 
with precision, notices his years and death, ^^Sept. 19, 1691, JBtat. ninety- 
three.** Eliot includes him, but Allen does not. 
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a weak minister, lately come out of England^ and rejected by 
us for holding some of Mrs. Hutchinson's opinions) to write to 
our church at Boston in his commendation, wherein they style 
him the right worshipful, their honoured gorernour; all which 
notwithstanding, the church of Boston proceeded wkh him ; 
and, in the mean time, the general court wrote to all the chief 
inhabitants of Pascataquack, and sent them a copy of his let* 
ters, (wherein he professeth himself to be an instrument or* 
dained of God for our ruin,) to know, whether it were with 
their privity and consent, that he sent us such a defiance, &c*: 
and whether they would maintain him in such practicese against 
us, &c« 

Those of Pascataquack returned answer to us by two sevcraJ 
letters. Those of the plantation disclaimed to have any band in 
his miscarriages, &c. and offered to call him to account, &ci^ 
whensoever we would send any to inform against him. The 
others at the river's mouth disclaimed likewise, and showed 
their indignation against him for his insolences, and their readi- 
ness to join in any fair course for our satisfaction ; only they 
desired us to have some compassion of him, and not to send 
any forces against him. 

After this, Capt. Underbill's courage was abated, for the 
chiefest -in the river fell from him, and the rest little regarded 
him, so as he wrote letters of retractation to divers ; and, to 
show his wisdom, he wrote a letter to the deputy, and the 
court, (not mentioning the governour,) wherein he sent the 
copies of some of the governour's letters to Pascataquack, sup- 
posing that something would appear in them either to extenu- 
ate bis fault, or to lay bla^e upon the governour 5 but he 
failed in both, for the governour was able to make good what 
he had written, 

[Large blank.] 
16.] There was so violent a wind at S, S. E. and S, as th» 
like was not since vye came into this land. It began in the 
evening, and increased till midnight. It overturned same new^ 
strong houses ; but the Lord miraculously preserved old, weak 
cottages.^ It tare down fences — people ||ran|| out of their 
houses in the night, &c« There came such a rain withal, a« 
raised the waters at Connecticut twenty feet above their 
meadows, &c, 

||came|| 

1 If the new houses were higi>er, we may reasonably doubt the miracU* 
The oak breaks and the wUleijr bends, according to the laws of nature, 
not b^ their suspension. 
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The Indians near Aquiday being pawwawing in this tempest, 
the devil came and fetched away five of them. Quere.^ 

At Providence things grew still worse ; for a sister of Mrs. 
Hutchinson, the wife of one ^Scott, being infected with Ana- 
baptistry, and going last year to live at Providence, Mr. Wil- 
liams was taken (or rather emboldened) by her to make open 
profession thereof, and accordingly was rebaptized by one 
^Holyman, a poor man^ late of Salem. Then Mr. Williams 
rebaptized him and some ten more. They also denied the 
baptizing of infants, and would have no magistrates.* 

At Aquiday, also, Mrs. Hutchinson exercised publickly, and 
she and her party (^some three or four families) would have no 
magistracy. She sent also an admonition to the church of 
Boston ; but the elders would not read it publickly, because she 
was excommunicated. . By these examples we may see how 
dangerous it is to slight the ^ensures of the church; for it was 



1 The last word seems to be of a later date. Perhaps the story stag, 
^ered the credulity of Mather. But if the author meant only, that a vi- 
olent flood, raised by the prince of the power of the air, carried off these 
natives and drowned them, w/e may regret the consequence, at least as 
much as we deride the manner of expression. A greater loss from such 
cause is related in this volume, 166, August, 1635. 

9 Richard Scott, shoemaker, had been admitted of Boston church 28 Aug. 
1634, being No. 265, and is, I presume, the same person, who, with Greene, 
faolliman, the two Arnolds, and others, derived title in the lands of Provi- 
jdence under Williams. Callettder, 43. 

3 Ezekiel Holliman, founder, with eleven otliers, of the first Baptist church 
in America, is well spoken of, as a man of gifts and piety, by those who 
knew him best. See Benedict. At our general court, March, 1637 — 8, 
being summoned, ^^ because he did not frequent the publick assemblies, 
and for seducing many, he was referred by the court to the ministers for 
conviction." Of the execution of such a sentence, to the uttermost, we 
«hould in vain look for a record, and perhaps it may be thought a reward 
rather than a punishment. They who are found guilty of entertaining other 
notions than the court are seldom in a good tamper for conviction after 
judgment. The dissenter thanked his judges, I suppose, for the opportu- 
nity of a conference. 

4 Hubbard, 338, in transcribing this passage, p^ndidly changes ^^ poor 
man^' into ^^mean fellow." The ministers failed, probably, to enlighten 
bis conaiaence* 

5 If the lilse assertion of rejecting ros^stracy, which, in the text imme- 
diately after, is made about Rhode Island, be untrue, as will be clearly 
proved, we may doubt this alleged insanity of the people at WjlliamB's 
plantation. .'When shall we have a true history of Rhode Island, with the 
temper of Callander and the opportunities of Hutchinson f 

^ Save is given by Hubbard instead of ^^ some ;" but although the MS. 
lias not become more l^ble in the intervening hundred and forty years, 
1 prefer my eyesight to his, as may our readers the sense of the passage. 
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apptrent, that God bad men them op to i|8tniiige|| delusions. 
Those of Aquiday also nad entertained two men, whom the 
chnrch of Roxbury had excommunicated, and one of them did 
exercise publickly there* For this the church of Boston called 
in question such of them as were yet their members; and 
Mr. CoddingtoD, being present, not freely acknowledging his 
sin, (though he confeMed himself in some fault,) was solemnly 
admonished. 

This is further to be observed m the delusions which this 
people were taken with : Mrs. Hutchinson and some of her 
adherents happened to be at prayer when the earthquake was 
at Aquiday, kc. and the house being shaken thereby, they 
were persuaded, (and boasted of it,) that the Holy Ghost did 
shake it in coming down upon them, as he did upon the apostles. 

[Biaiik.] 

(3.)] A plantation was begun between Ipswich and New- 
bury* The occasion was this : Mr. Eaton and Mr. Davenport 
having determined to sit down at Quinipiack, there came over 
one Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, second son of that truly faithful servant 
of God, Mr. Richara Rogers of Weathersfield in England, and 
with him some twenty families, godly men, and most of them of 
good estate. This Mr. Rogers, being a man of special note la 
England for his zeal, piety, and other parts, they laboured by 
all means to draw Ipwith them|| to Quinipiack, and had so far 
prevailed with him, being newly come, and unacquainted with 
the state of the country, as they had engaged him ; yet, being a 
very wise man, and considering that many of Equality in Eng- 
land did depend upon bis choice of a fit place for them, be 
agreed upon such |ppropositions|| and cautions, as, though they 
promised to fulfill them all, (whereupon he sent divers of his 
people thither before winter,) yet, when it came to, they were 
not able to make good what they had promised. Whereupon 
he consulted with the ciders of the bay, and, by their advice, 
(fee. holding his former engagement released, he and his people 
took that place by Ipswich ; and because some farms had been 
granted by Ipswich and Newbury, which would be prejudicial 
^o their plantation, they bought out the owners, disbursing 
therein about £800 ; and he sent a pinnace to Quinipiack to 
fetch back the rest of his people; but Mr. Eaton and Mr. 
Davenport, and others of Connecticut, (being impatient of the 
loss of him and his people,) staid the pinnace, and sent a mes^ 

||8trong|| ||2bim|| |i3propo8als|| 

1 Mather mentiefis two naates of penons^ Sir WJUiam Constable and Sir - 
Matthew Boynton, who designed to accompany him. 
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senger with betters of purpose to recover him again. This 
made him to desire the elders to assemble again, and he show* 
ed them the letters they sent, (which wanted no arguments^ 
though some Uruth;) but he made the case so clear, by letters 
which had passed between thera,&c. as they held him stilt free 
from all engagement ; and so he returned answer to them, and 
went on with his plantation. 

[Large blank.] 

The Indians of Blo^k Island sent, for their tribute this year^ 
ten fathom of wampompeak. 

One Mr. *Howe, of Lynn, a godly man, and a deputy of 
the last general court, after the court was ended, and he had 
dined, being in health as he used to be, went to pass over to 
Charlestown, and, being alone, he was presently after found 
dead upon the strand, being there (as it seemed) waiting for 
the boat, which came soon after. 

(3.) 2.] Mr. Cotton, preaching out of the 8 of Kings, 8, 
taught, that, when magistrates are forced to provide for the 
maintenance of ministers, &c. then the churches are in a de^ 
ctining condition. There he showed, that the ministers' main* 
tenance should be by voluntary contribution, not by lands or 
revenues,, or tithes, &c. ; for these ||have|| always been acconi- 
panied with pride, contention and sloth, &c.^ 

11.] The two chief sachems of Naragansett sent the gover- 
nour a present of thirty fathom of wampom, and Seqiain,' the 
sachem of Connecticut, sent ten fathom. 

At Aquiday the people grew very tumultuous, and put out 
Mr. Coddington and the other three magistrates, and chose Mr. 
William Hutchinson only, a man of a very mild temper and 
weak parts, and wholly guided by his wife, who had been the 

llthingB had|| 



1 The exertions of the New Haven gentlemen to acquire so important a 
confederate, as Rogers, might lead^ to a littie exaggeration ; hot the insinu- 
ation of falsehood against snch characters, as Eaton and Davenport, needle 
not to be repelled. As they harmonized in symbols of doctrine and church 
forms with our colonists, so rude a charge nponr them is more extraordina- 
ry than many suggestions we find against the lovers of episcopacy or the 
latitudinarians of Rhode Island. 

3 Edward Howe had been representative in all the courts the year pre- 
ceding. There was, in Lynn, another Howe, perhaps brother of Edward^ 
named Daniel, of whom, in the progress of this History, something wiU be 
told. 

3 Cotton did not often preach more sound doctrine, though I am not 
satisfied with the pertinency of the text, which was, undoubtedly, in the 
second book. 
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beginner of all the former troubles in the eontitry, and still'con- 
tinued to breed disturbance.^ 



1 Here I may redeem the pledge, given in note 5, on page 293, of showing 
thii relation erroneous. The Hon. Samuel Eddy, many years secretary of 
the stale of Rhode Island, and a contistent assefter of the doctrine of re* 
ligious liberty, for which his fellow citizens may feel as great obligation) as I 
do for hif antiquarian diligence in furnishing the State Papers, 2 Hist. Coll. 
VII. 75— 113, besides other valuable information, has supplied me the evi- 
dence. In a letter of 18 January, 1617^ now before me, after quoting from 
Hubbard, 338, 9, what that historian had copied from our text, he adds : '^ Now 
this, not to notice the contradiction, is altogether without foundation, and 
contrary to the whole tenor of the records^ which admit of no such construe* 
tion. On the first settlement of the island, they chose Coddington (7th 
1st month, 1638, the day of their incorporation) their judge. He remained 
sole judge until the 2d of the Itth month, 1638, when they those three el- 
ders to his assistance, viz. Nicholas Easton, John Coggeshall and William 
Brenton. These all continued in office until the 12th of the Ist month, 1640, 
when they ordered their chief magistrate to be called gpvemour, the next, 
deputy govemour, and i^ton, Coggeshall, WilUam HtUchituon and John 
Porter assistants, for one year. This was the only time that William Hut* 
chinson was chosen to office. The four following years, Coddington and Bren- 
ton were reelected. 1641, Coggeshall, Robert Harding, William Bakton and 
John Porter were chosen assistants. The three following years, they were all 
re-elected* In 1642, according to Hutchinson, (vol. 1. p. 72,) William 
Hutchinson died on Rhode Island, The same year, &ccording to Hubbard, 
Mrs, Hutchinson and family ^removed to some place under the Dutch,^ and 
were destroyed by the Indians.'^ 

^^ The fact, in itaelf, is, to be sure, of not much importance ; though it re- 
moves from Mrs. Hutchinson a part of the evidence of* her being a meddling 
and troublesome woman. But, so far as it shows the materials from which the 
historian composed his narrative, it is of considerable importance. Vago« 
reports ought never to be adopted in opposition to record*. Neither ought 
they to be adopted at all, but (u tuck ; and not then, until the proper sources 
of mformation have been examined. I am apprehensive, that much of what 
has been said, and continues to be said, of the first settlers of this state, is 
founded on the same kind of authority. 1 purpose hereafter to show some- 
thing of this in the case of Gorton, who appears to have been the Common 
butt of all the early, and some late writers, than whom, I am persuaded, no 
one of the first settlers of this country has received more unmerited reproach, 
nor any one suffered so much injustice. His opinions on religious subjects 
were, probably, somewhat singular, though certainly not more so than those 
of many at this day. But that was hu business : his opinions were his own, 
and he had a right to them.^^ 

When my correspondent fulfils his promise of giving the true character and 
life of Grorton, he will render an acceptable service to his country ; but if my 
desire could influence^ him, it should impose not only that calumniated indi- 
vidual, but the whole 'colony, upon a gentleman so well able to vindicate its 
reputation. But he must be told, that Hubbard is innoetntly chargeable with 
following materials, from which he did not so much compote^ as compile-, or 
rather copy, his work. To prevent him and all succeeding writers from looking 
into the historian of Ipswich, as an original authority, for any fact which 
Winthrop had related, 1 subjoin to this protracted note two considerations, 
from which the just value of bis book may be ascertained. 

1. Hutchinson, the most diligent and exact of all writers of colonial his- 
tory, since Winthrop, whose work he could not see, at the opening, of hfs 
labours, mentions his apparatus : ^^ among the rest a manuacrij^t history of Blr^ 



ies9.] 



JOSK WINTHROP. 397 



They alao gathered a church in a very c&ot'dered way ; 
for they took some excommunicated persons, and others 
who were members of the church of Boston and not dis- 
missed.^ 

William Hq»b<4rd, wbich is carried down to the year 1680, but, afUr 1650, 
contains hut ftw fcbcitJ*"^ Now our author's work brings the series of events to 
1649, when he died. Yet, though Hubbard was in the prime of life for the thirty 
years following, he seems to have slighted most of the occurrences, in which 
oe should have felt the deepest interest, if he had not also felt his incapacitj 
to appear the relater of them. A sioall part of his yolume was, oertainly, 
compiled from several scarce tracts relative to the discovery of our coast and 
the early voyages to it ; and, for any thing of date precedmg 1630, his infor- 
mation is sometimes authentick, and often curious. A collation with Morton^s 
Memorial will, however, prove the facility, with which I jnbbMd transcribed 
whole pag^ in succession, even from a printed book, ^^t from the time 
when Winthrop came to his aid, he generously relies on him, and deems the 
labour of copying sufficient. So that more than seven eighths of hi^ volume, 
between 1630 and 1650, is borrowed, usually by specifick extracts, occasion- 
ally with unimportant changes, from the teit of the F^^ther of Massachusetts. 
It must be acknowledged, however, that, sometimes, be wisely abbreviates ; 
though, much more frequently, he slides over circumstances, as dates or num- 
bers, in which the chirograpby of the MS. would have given him too much 
trouble to be accmrate. 1 would recommend to any studious lover of our 
early histoiy to go through from pages 126 to 536 of Hubbard, and in his 
margin to note the corresponding passages from this History. 

2. Dr. Holmes, in his invaluable Annals, a work which almost compensates 
our loss of the accuracy of Prince, has referred, between pages 255 and 347 of 
vol. I. -narrating events within the limits of time, for which Winthrop could 
and did afford assistance, not less than one hundred and seven times to the 
MS. of Hubbard. Now fifty-six of these citations are of passages taken lite^ 
rally by Hubbard from pur History, and three fourths of the remaining fifty- 
one are such as the Ipswich historian adopted, with alterations utterly trivial, 
from the same authority. Printing, therefore, lamentably reduced the value 
of that MS., as all antiquaries, it may be presumed, would acknowledge higher 
veneration for written than printed evidence. Yet the scrupulous annalist 
may easily be absolved from censure ; for, when his volumes were put forth, it 
had never been considered, whence Hubbard derived his treasures. Those 
which could not be found in the former printed volume of Winthrop, must 
have been sought in Hubbard ; and of the fourteen last citations by Dr. 
Holmes, within the space abovementioned, eleven will be seen, from the part 
of the History now first pubUsbed, to be literal extracts. All this process of 
verification, the work of a few hours, if not too easily credited by my readers, 
will afford, to any who attempt it, sufficient amusement, and at the same time 
furnish inmllible means of ascertaining the relative value of the testimony fur- 
nished by each of the witnesses, Hubbard and Winthrop. 

1 Those members of Boston church, who had been driven by intole- 
rance to the new region, if they gathered a church at all, must do it in a. 
disordered way ; for they might well apprehend, that an application for dis- 
mission would be rejected, and perhaps punished by excommunication. The 
anathema ^inst the outcasts, I suppose, belongs also to all who receive them. 
In 3 Hist. Coll. X. 184, is a long letter of Cotton, in the name of the church 
of Boston, to Francis Hutchinson, at Acquettinck, or Rhode Island, refusing 
dismission, though it appears to have been solicited on two grounds, of his re- 
mote situation rendering it impossible for him to perform the duties of his co- 
venant at Boston, and siso of his natural obligation to attend upon bis parents. 

S8 VOL. I. 
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6.] The two regimeDts in the bay were mustered at Boston, 
to the number of one thousand soldiers, able men, and well 
armed and exercised. They were JXiedJH the one by the gover- 
nour, who was general of all, and the other by the deputy, who 
was colonel, &c. The captains, &£• showed themselves very 
skilful and ready in divers sorts of skirmishes and other mill- 
taiT actions, wherein they spent the whole day.^ 

One of Pascataquack, having opportunity to go into Mr. Bur- 
det his study, and finding there the copy of his letter to the 
archbishops, sent it to the govemour, which was to this effect t 
That he did delay to go into England, because he would fully 
inform himself of the state of the people here in regard of 
allegiance; and that it was not discipline that was now so much 
aimed at, as sovereignty; and that it was accounted iPpeijuryfl 
and treason in our general courts to speak of appeab to the 

The first ships, which came this year, broagbt him letters 
from the archbishops and the lords commissioners for planta- 
tions, wherein they £ave him thanks for his care of his majes- 
ty's service, &c* and that they would take a time to redress 
such disorders as he had informed them of, fee. but, by reason 
of the much business now lay upon them, they could not, at 
present, accomplish his desire* These letters lay above four- 
teen days in the bay, and some moved the govemour to open 
them ; but himself and others of the council thought it not safe 
to meddle with them, nor would take any notice of them ; and 
it fell out well, by God's good providence ; for the letters (by 
some means) were opened, (yet without any of their privity or 
consent,) and Mr. Burdett threatened to complain of it to the 
lords; and afterwards we had knowledge of the contents of 
them by some of his own friends. 

The govemour received letters from Mr. Cradock, and in 
them another order from the lords commissioners, to this ef- 
fect : That, whereas they had received our petition upon their 
former order,* &c. by which they perceived, that we were 
taken with some jealousies and fears of their intentions, 
&c. they did accept of our answer, and did now declare their 



I Wonder-woffldiig ProTidence is cbiefljr -rallied, for its accoont of the BiK- 
tuj vnj of ttie people in their sereral setHeBents, fib. II. c. S6, the anthor 
liaTii^ been lietter acquainted with the nse" of the swoid than the BiUe, 
thoo^ w fireqnentij ambitions of exhibitii^ his dexteiity in handfing the 
word. 

9 See paga 269. 



1639.] JOHN WINTHROP. 399 

mtentions to be only to regtiiatc ail plantations to be subordi- 
nate to the said commission ; and that they meant to continue 
our liberties, &c. ; and therefore did now again peremptorily 
require the governour to send them our patent by the first ship ; 
and that, in the mean time, they did give us, by that order, full 
power to go on in the government of the people until we had a 
new patent sent us ; and, withal, they added threats of further 
course to be taken with us, if we failed. 

This order being imparted to the next general court, some 
advised to return answer to it. Others thought fitter to make 
no answer at all, because, being sent in a private letter, and not 
delivered by a certain messenger, as the former order was, 
they could not proceed upon it, because they could not have 
any proof that it was delivered to the governour ; §and or- 
der was taken, that Mr. Cradock's agent, who delivered the 
letter to the governour, &c. should, in his letters to his master, 
make no mention of the letters he delivered to the governour,§ 
seeing his master had not laid any charge upon him to that end. 

Mr. Heynes, the governour of Connecticut, and Mr. Hook- 
er, &c. came into the bay, and staid near a month. It appear- 
ed by them, that they were desirous to renew the treaty of 
confederation with us, and though themselves would not 
move it, yet, by their means, it was moved ||to|| our general 
court, and accepted 5 for they were in some doubt of the Dutch, 
who had lately received a new ^governour, a more discreet and 
sober man than the former, and one who did complain much of 
the injury done to them at Connecticut, and was very forward 
to hold correspondency with us, and very inquisitive how 
things stood between us and them of Connecticut, which occa- 
sioned us the more readily to renew the former treaty, that the 
Dutch might not take notice of any breach or alienation be- 
tween us. 

22.] The court of elections was; at. which time there was a 
small eclipse of the sun. Mr. Winthrop was chosen governour 
again, though some labouring bad been, by some of the elders 
§and others§ to have changed, not out of any dislike of him, 
(for they all loved and esteemed him,) but out of their fear lest 
it might make way for having a governour for life, which some 
had propounded as most agreeable to God^s institution and the 
practice of all well ordered states. But neither the governour 

\M 

1 His name was Williaro Kieft ; and of bim frequent notice will occur in the 
ipterniinable neg^otiations between the Dutch and our New England colonies^ 
It is hardly necessary to refer the reader, for amufement at his expense,, tq 
Knickerbocker's New York, 
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Bor any oibet aUenpted the thk^; thoogh some jealooBies 
arose, which were increased by two occasions. The first was, 
there being want of assistants, the govemour and other magis* 
trates thought fit (in the warrant for the conrt) to propoand 
three, ainongst which lir. Downing, the goveniour's brother* 
in-law, was one, which they conceived to be done to strengtheo 
^is party, and therefore, though he were known to be a very 
able man, &c. and one who had done many good offices for 
the country fmr these ten years, yet the people would not 
choose him.^ Another occasion of their jealoasy was, the 
court, finding the number of deputies to be much increased by 
the addition of new plantations, thought fit, for the ease both of 
the countiy and the court, to reduce all towns to two deputies.^ 
This occasioned some to fear, that the magistrates intended U> 
make themselves stronger, and the deputies weaker, and so, m 
time, to bring aU power into the hands of the magislraCes; so 
as the people in some towns were much displeasea'with their 
deputies for yielding to such an order. Whereupon, at the 
next session, it was propounded to have the number of depur 
ties restored ; and allegations were made, that it was an infringe* 
ment of their liberty ; so as, after much debate, and such rea- 
sons given for diminishing the number of deputies, and clearly 
provra that their liberty consisted not in the number, but inb 
the thing, divers of tlie deputies, who came with intent to re^ 
Terse the last order, were, by force of reason, brought to uphold 
it; so that, when it was put to the vote, the last order for two 
deputies only was confirmed. Yet, the next day, a petition was 
brought to the court from the freemen of Roxbury, to have 
the lltbird depotyH restored. Whereupon the reasons of the 
court's proceedings were set down in writing, and all objections 
answered, and sent to such towns as were unsatisfied, with this 
advice, that, if any could take away those reasons, or bring us 

|three deputies! 

1 It is bj no means remailtable, that this measure caused some jealonsj. 
For the exact phraseolog;^ employed, on this occasion, by the assistants, see 
Addenda. Tet I find this memonndnm on tbe last page of oar fiist Tohune 
of ColottT Records, in 1641: ^^ Mr. Flint, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Dommer, Mr. 
Tyng, Mr. Downing, and Mr. Pyncheon, are to be propounded to the towns 
for new magistrates.'* 

S Foresight, rather than experience, most have led to the adoption of this 
remedy ; for the nnmber of deputies, at the court in March preceding, amount- 
ed onJ^ to thirty-three, and had never been greater. But, in fact, £e smafler 
towns had not exercised their full right, and the change was probably made, 
because two might represent either of the other towns as well as three. Per- 
haps it was thovy^t, that not more than two fit mei^ could be found in some 
towns. 
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better for what they did deeire, we should be ready, at the next 
court, to repeal the said order.^ 

The hands of some of the elders (learned and godly men) 
were to this petition, though suddenly drawn in, and without ^ 
due consideration, for the lawfulness of it may well be ques* 
tioned : for when the people have chosen men to be their ru- 
lers, and to make their laws, and bound themselves by oath 
to submit thereto, now to combine together (a lesser part of 
them) in a publick petition to have any order repealed, which 
IS not repugnant to the law of God, savours of resisting an 
ordinance of God ; for the people, having deputed others, nave 
no power to make or alter laws, but are to be subject ; and if 
any such order seem unlawful or inconvenient, they ||were|| bet- 
ter prefer some reasons, &c. to the court, with manifestation of 
their desire to move them to a review, than peremptorily to 
petition to have it repealed, which amounts to a plam reproof 
of those whom God hath set over them, and putting dishon* 
OUT upon them, against the tenour of the fifth comm^andment. 

There fell out at this court another occasion of increasing 
the people's jealousy of their magistrates, viz. : One of the 
elders, being present with those of nis church, when thev were 
(o prepare their votes for the election, declared his judgment, 
that a governour ought to be for his life, alleging for his au- 
thority the practice of all the best commonwealths in Europe, 

nhadB 

- . - ' 

1 Early practice and taw seem to have established the equality of repre- 
sentation from towns ; though it was, after a few years, restricted in some 
degree. Towns hating less than twenty freemen were allowed but one 
4epQty, and those less than ten, none, though the freemen of such towni 
were permitted to unite in election with the next towns. A ^liberty of 
sending or not sending deputies^^ was very early exercised by the towns, and 
aUowed by the house. It has constantly been enjoyed since, subject, howev- 
er, Jto a discretion of the body in imposing fines for neglect ; and, though a little 
more restricted under the provincial than the colony government, is per^ 
fectly well settled under our present constitution as an independent state. 
From the date in the text, Boston, like most of the other towns, sent only 
two members. In 1680 the number was increased again to three, and, after 
the first session under the charter of WiUiam and Mary, was raised to four. 
This was our complement, nearly ninety years, till the commencement of our 
national independence. By the charter of William and Mary, every town 
was authorized in the first bouse to have two representatives ; but that first 
general court was by the charter empowered to declare and fix the apportion- 
ment to each town. In the exercise of this authority, leave was granted to 
towns of thirty freeholders toliave one member; towns of one hundred and 
twenty fireeholders, two members ; and Boston, alone, four. A complete list 
of representatives from Boston to the commencement of the revolution in 
1776 M given in 2 Hist. Coll. X. 23 — ^29. I believe one or two additions for 
vacancies might, however, be made to it, had I leisure to tip&ad as maxfy 
hours as the formation of it cost. ' 
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and especially that of Israel by God^s own ordinance.^ Bu£ 
this was opposed by some other of the elders with much 
zeal, and so notice was taken of it by the people, not as a 
matter of dispute, but as if there had been some plot to put 
it in practice, which did occasion the deputies, at the next 
session of this court, to deliver m an order drawn to this effect : 
That, whereas our sovereign lord, King Charles, &c. had, by 
his patent, established a governour, deputy and assistants, that 
therefore no person, chosen a counsellor *for life,* should 
have any authority as a magistrate, except he were chosen ia 
the annual elections to one of the said places of magistracy 
established by the patent. . This being thus bluntly tendered, 
(no mention being made thereof before,) the governour took 
time to consider of it, before he would put it to vote. So, 
when the court was risen, the magistrates advised of it, and 
drew up another order to this effect : That whereas, at the 
court in [blank,] it was ordered, that a certain number of magis- 
trates should be chosen to be a standing council for life, &c. 
whereupon some had gathered that we had erected a new or- 
der of magistrates not warranted by our patent, this court 
doth therefore declare, that the intent of the order was, that 
the standing council should always be chosen out of the magis- 
trates, &c. ; and therefore it is now ordered, that no such coun- 
sellor shall have any power as a magistrate, nor shall do any 
act as a magistrate, &c. except he be annually chosen, &c. ac- 
cording to the patent; and this order was after passed by vote. 
That which led those of the council to yield to this desire of 
the deputies was, because it concerned themselves, and they 
did more study to remove these jealousies out of the people's 
heads, than to preserve any power or dignity to themselves 
above others ; for till this colirt those of the council, viz. Mr. 
Endecott, had stood and executed as a magistrate, without any 
annual election, and so they had been ||reputed|| by the elders 
and all the people till this present. But the order was drawn 
up in this form, that it might be of less observation and freer 
from any note of injury to make this alteration rather by way 
of explanation of the fundamental order, than without any 
cause shown to repeal that which had been established by se- 
rious advice of the elders, and had been in practice two or 

||reported|| 

1 Who gave such iiopolitick counsel, supported by the preposterous ana- 
logies, is unknown to me. The ministers were perpetually meddling with the 
regimen of the commonwealth ; and we have frequent occasion to regret, that 
their references to the theocracy of Israel were received as authority, rather 
than illustration. 
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three years without any inconvenience.^ And here may be 
observed, how strictly the people would seem to stick to their 
patent) where they think it makes for their advantage, but are 
content to decline it, where it will not warrant such liberties as 
they have taken up without Warrant from thence, as appears in 
their strife for three deputies, &c. when as the patent allows 
them none at all, but only by inference, &c. voting by proxies, 
&c. 

The govemour acquainted the general court, that, in these 
two last years of his government, he had received from the 
Indians; in presents, to the value of about £40, and that he had 
spent about £20 in entertainment of them and in presents to 
their sachems, &c. The court declared, that the presents 
were the governour's due, but the tribute was to be paid to the 
treasurer.^ 

[Blank.] 

15.] Mr. Endecott and Mr. Stoughton, commissioners for 
us, and Mr. Bradford and Mr. Winslow for Piimouth, met at 
Hingham about deciding the difference between us concerning 
our bounds. Our commissioners had full power to determine, 
&c. ; but theirs had not, although they had notice of it long be* 
fore, and themselves had appointed the day. Whereupon the 
court ordered, that those of Hiogham should make use of all 
the lanohear Conyhassett to the |)creek|| next Scituate, till the 
court should take further order ; and a letter was directed to 
the governour |pof || Piimouth to the same effect, with declara- 
tion of the reasons of our proceeding, and readiness to give 
them a further meeting. The charges of their commissioners' 
diet Ipwasjl defrayed by us, because they met us within our own 
jurisdiction. 

Those of Exeter replied to our answer, standing still to maiiw 
tain the Indians^ right, and their interest thereby* But, in the 
mean time, we had sent men to discover Merrimack, and found 

||crook|| ||Sat|| ||3were|| 

^ This appears a verjr idle scruple of the assistants. Since they consented 
to give up the substance, it was unwise to permit any jealousy about the 
form. Election for life has, in no other instance, 1 believe, obtained for any 
legislative or executive office in our country. Annual choice gives admirable 
opportunity for our people to show their stability ; and a gentleman is mucl^ 
longer in office usually in the New England states than in those where the 
people vote only at periods of two or three years. 

S A rate of J&1000, levied by this court, Rec. I. 250, was thus assessed : 
Boston, £144.10.1; Ipswich, j£ll 1.18.11 ; Salem, 111.13.11 ; Dorchester, 
dS93.7.9; Cambridge, £91.19.9 ; Charlestown, j£85.15.10; Watertown, 
jeai.n.l; Lynn, £79.19.6; Roxbury, £74.12.6; Newbury, 67.g.3; Hing- 
ham, £33.14.5; Weymouth, £23.2. 



804 JOHN WHfTmiOP. [1639. 

•ome part of it about Penkodc to lie more northerly than for- 
ty-three and a half* §So§ we returned answer to tbeiB, that, 
though we would iiot relinquish our interest by priority of 
possession for any right they could have from the Indians, yet, 
seeing they had professed not to claim any thing which should 
fall within our patent, we would look no further than that in 
respect of their claim. 

One Mr. ^Ryall, having gotten a patent at Sagadahoc out of 
the grand 'patent, wrote to our govemour and tendered it to our 
government, so as we would send people to possess it. The 
govemour acquainted the general court with it, but nothing 
was done about it, for we were not ready for such a business) 
having enough ||to do|| at home* 

[Lai^e blank.] 

26.] Mr. Hooker being to preach at Cambridge, the gover- 
nour and many others went to hear him, (though the govemour 
did very seldom go from his own congregation upon the Lord's 
day.)^ He preached in the afternoon, and having gone on, 
with much strength of voice and intention of spirit, about a 
quarter of an hour, he was at a stand, and told the people, that 
God had deprived him both of his strength and matter, &c. 
and so went forth, and about half an hour after returned again, 
and went on to very good purpose about two hours. 

There was at this time a very great H'droutbH all over the 
country, both east and west, there being little or no rain from 
the 26th of the 2d month to the 10th of the 4th ; so as the corn 
generally began to wither, and great fear there was it would all 

llbesidesll |Pdeartfa|| 

1 In a diligent search amidst all accessible stores of information, very little' 
knowledge on the subject of this gentleman^s grant has been acquired, and, 
of this little, not a word from Gorges, under whom the tide was derived. 
Very short and unsatisfactory reference is made to it in some proceedings ui^ 
der the authority of President Danforth, acting by power from Massachusetts, 
above forty years after, which may be seen in Sullivan's History of the Dis- 
trict of Maine, 182—4. The name of Royal's River in North Tarmouth is; 
probably, deduced from this person, whose descendants, of the male line, 
pronouncing the name as it is spelt in the text, 1 am informed, are still re- 
maining in the neighbourhood of their early domain. 

S By this grand patent is not intended, I presume, the original patent of 
18 Jac. 1., 3 November, usually called the Plimouth Charter, but one of 
much narrower limits, 15 Car. I., 3 April, which may be found m Hu. I. 
442—455. Royid's letter must haie been writtea immediately after the 
ling's grant, in anticipation of which he, probably, had made his arraoge- 
ments with Gorges. 

3 Gov. Winthrop's travelling on Sunda^r, for such a purpose, must not^ I 
sjippose, be considered unnecessary. His example would justify the many 
others. Such instances are now unknown. 
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be lost. Whereupon the general court conferred with the 
elders, and agreed upon a day of humiliation about a week 
after. The very day after the fast was a^Jpointed there fell a 
good shower^ and, within one week after the day of humiliation 
was past, we had such store of rain, ahd so seasonably, as the 
corn revived and gave hope of a very plentiful harvest. When 
the court and the elders were met about it^ they llconsideredfl 
of such things as were amiss, which might provoke God against 
^ us, and agreed to acquaint their churches therewith^ that they 
luight be stirred up to bewail and reform them. 

(4.)] We were much afraid this year of a |pstop|| in England^ 
by reason of the complaints which had been sent against us, 
and the great displeasure which the archbishops and others, 
the commissioners for plantations, had conceived and uttered 
against us, both for those complaints, and also for our not send-" 
ing home our patent. But the Lord wrought for us beyond all 
expectation; for the petition, which we returned in answer of 
the order sent for our patent, was read before the lords and 
well accepted, as is before expressed ; and ships came to us 
from England and divers other parts with great store of people 
and provisions of all sorts. 

About this time our people came from Isle Sable. A bark 
went for them, on the 2 of the 1 month, but by foul weather she 
was wrecked there, and of her ruins they made a small one, 
wherein they returned. It was found to be a great errour to 
send thither before the middle of the 3 month. They bad got- 
ten store of seal oil and skins, and some horse teeth and black 
fox skins ; but the loss of the vessel, &c. overthrew the hope of 
the design. 

The island is very healthful and temperate. We lost not 
one man in two years, nor any sick, &c. 

(5.)] The rent at Connecticut grew greater, notwithstand- 
ing the great pains, |pwhich|| had been ||*taken|| for healing it; so 
as the church of Weathersfield itself was not only divided from 
the rest of the town, &c., but, of those seven which were the 
church, four fell off; so as it was conceived, that thereby the 
church was dissolved, which occasioned the church of Watertown 
here (which had divers of ||*their|| members there, not yet dis- 
missed) to send two of their church to look after their members, 
and to take order with them. But the contention and aliena- 
tion of minds was such, as they could not bring them to any 
* other accord than this, that the one party must remove to 
some other place, which they both consented to, but still the 
difficulty remained ; for those three, who pretended themselves 

llconferredll ||a8tep|| ||3we|| • ft^takinsH RShcrU 
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to be lh€ church, fdeaded that privilege for their stay, and the 
Others alleged their multitude, 9lc. so as neither would give 
place, whereby it seemed, that either they minded not the ex« 
ample of Abraham^s offer to Lot, or else they wanted Abra- ^ 
ham's spirit of peace and love. 

This controversy having called in Mr. Davenport and others 
of Quilipiack, for mediation, and they not acconling with those 
of Connecticut about the case, gave advantage to Satan to ||sow]f 
fome seeds of contention between those pbntations also ; but, 
being |[odlv and wise men on both parts, things were easily 
reconciled^ 

In this month there arrived two ships ||^t|| Quilipiack. One 
was of three hundred and fifty tons, wherein came Mr. *Fen- 
wick and his lady and family to make a plantation at Say- 
brook upon the ilkiouth of Connecticut. Two other plantations 
were be^un beyond Quilipiack, and every plantation intended 
a peculiar government. 

There were also divers new plantations begun this summer 
here and at Plimouth, as K^olchester upon Merrimack, Sud- 
bury by Concord, (Winicqwett was named Hampton,) Yar^ 
mouth and Barnstaple by Qape CM^ \ 

Capt. Underbill, having been dealt with and convinced of his 
great sin against God and the churches an^'state here, &c. re- 
turned to a better mind, and wrote divers ' letters to the govern 
nour and deputy, &c« bewailine his offences, and craving par^ 
don. See after^ (1,) 5, 39, and (7,) 3, 40. 

There was sent to the governour i'lhey copy of a letter writ- 
ten into England by Mr. Hansard Knolles of Pascataquack^ 
wherein he had most falsely slandered this government, as that 
it was worse than th^e high commission, &c. and that here was 

|l8traw|f Ipofll \M 

* From Trumbull, I. 12(X, 1, it appears, the recoDcUiation was aot very 
eaay, and was at last eflfected by the separation of the dissonant parts. Stam- 
ford was settled in consequence. 

8 Oeorge Fenwick, Esq. would surely deserve more consideration than he 
has received from the writers about our country, neither EHot nor Allei* 
having thought his name required insertion in their volumes, and even Trum- 
bull being apparently neg%entof one of the principal fkthers of Connecticut* 
This probably resulted from his return to Ei^Iand, and there ending his dayt 
in high office, of which some influence will appear in our second volume.^ 
Hotehinsen, 1. 97, 8, givfes the fallest account of him and his friendly regards 
to our country. He died early in ISS?. 

3 At the court in October, t640, this place was ordered to be called SaJis- 
bury. This seeof^ irom pag^ 289, to have been its first name. 
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nothing but oppression, &c*^ and not so much as a face of tdi^ 
gion. The governour acquainted one of Pascataquack, Mr. 
Knolles his special friend, with it. Whereupon Mr. Km^es be- 
came very much perplexed, and wrote to the governour, ac- 
knowledging the wrong he had done us, and desired that his 
retractation might be published. The governour sent his letr 
ter into England, and kept a copy of it. Seie more of this 
after, (12,) 20, 1639. 

At Providence matters went after the old manner. Mr» 
Williams and many of his company, a-|tfewl| months since, were 
in all baste rebaptized, and denied communion with all others^ 
and now he was come to question his second baptism, noc being 
able to derive the authority of it from the appscles, otberwiM^ 
than by the ministers of England, (whom he judged to be ill 
authority,) so as he conceived Ood would raise up some spos- 
tolick power. Therefore he bent himself that way, expecting (aa 
was supposed) to become an apostle ; and having, |f a littlej 
before, refused communion with all, save his oMrn wife, now he 
would preach io and pray with all comers. Whereupon some * 
of his followers left Itim and returned i)ack from whence they 
went. 

(6.) 27.] Here came a small bark from the West Indies, one 
Capt. IfJucketmW in her, with commission from tbe Westminster 
company to take prize, &c. from the Spaniard. He brooffbt 
much wealth in money^ plate, indico and sugar* He sold bis 
indico and sugar here for £1400, wherewith he furnished hifp- 
self with commodities, and departed again for the West Indies. 

A fishing trade was begun at Cape Ann by one Mr. |[*M^w- 
ricejl *Tomson, a merchant of London ; and an order was made, 
that all stocks employed in fishing should be free from publick 
charge for seven years. • This was hot done to encourage fo- 
reigners to set up fishing among us, (for all the gains would be 
returned to the place where they dwelt,) but to encourage our 
own people to set upon it, and in expectation that Mr. Tomson, 
&c. would, ere long, come settle with us. 

||8ome|| |[Sno tiUe|| ||S9aekett|| ||4MbTerick|| 



1 Of ibis gentleman I know very little. Francis Kirby, in a letter to John 
Winthrop, jun. 26 December, 1631, says : ^^ Capt, B. wbo was employed by 
my cousin, Maurice Thomson and company, for the trade of beaver in the 

River of Canada, is now arrived here He hath brought in here about three 

thousand pounds weight of beaver, and they are now hastening to set forth a 
small ship only for that river, hoping to be there before Capt. Kirk, who 
(I hear) is to fetch his men from Quebeck, and yield u^ tbe casHc agsan tk 
the French this next tmnmer,^ Probably Tbottsoa wai net teiApte^ to com* 
to New England. 
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(7.)] Here was such store of exceeding large and fat mack- 
erel upon our coast this season, as was a great benefit to all 
our plantations* Some one boat with three men would take, in 
a week, ten ||hogsheads,|| which was sold at Connecticut for 
£3.12 the ll^hogshead.ll 

There were such swarms of small flies, like moths, came from 
ihe southward, that they covered the sea, and came flying like 
drifts of snow ; but none of them were seen upon the land.^ 

*(?•) 17.] A church was gathered at the Mmint.* 

4.] At the general court at Boston, one Mr. Kathaniel 
"•Eaton, brother to the |pmerchant|| at Quilipiack, was ccmvented 
and censured. The occasion was this : He was a schoolraas- 
ter, and had many scholars, the sons of gentlemen and others 
of best note in the country, and had entertained one Nathaniel 
^Briscoe, a gentleman born, to be his usher, and to do some 
other things for him, which might not he unfit for a scholar* 
He had not been with him^ above three days but he fell out 
with him for a very small occasion, and, with reproachful terms, 
discharged him, and turned him out of his doors; but, it being 
then about eight of the clock after the Sabbath, be told bim he 
should stay till next morning, and, some words growing between 
them, he struck bim and pulled him into his house. Briscoe 
defended himself, and closed with him, and, being parted, he 
came in and went up to his chamber to lodge there. Mr^ 
llhnDdredsll |phuDdred|| ||3inagistrate|| 

1 In 2 Hist. Coll. TV. 230, a larg^e account of the mackerel fishery on the 
«outh shore of Massachusetts Bay inform? us, that the appearance of such iB-< 
tects ia ^^ a welcome herald to th^ fisherman.^' That memoir is worth con-. 
,«ulting by all the curious. 

.^ Slight mention of this unhappy man will be found in Addenda. He had 
heeu admitted a freeman of our colony 9 June of the preceding year. What 
became of him, after 1646, is known only from Mather, who says, he went 
from Virginia to England, there lived privately until the restoration, then con- 
formed to the ceremonies of the church by law established, was settled at 
Biddeford, persecuted the dissenters, from whom he had aposfatieed^ and die4 
in prison for debt. He undoubtedly had very high encouragement to con- 
tinue at the head of the newly established college ; for, in the Court Records, 
I. 252, of May preceding the date in the text, I find a grant '^ to Mr. Na- 
thaniel Eaton five hundred acres, if he continue his employment for hi» life, 
to be to him and his heirs.^^ Further evidence of the resolution of the 
jgoyemment in supporting that institution, is found, at the same court, in two 
orders : 1. " That a letter should be sent to Mr. Humfrey to send in the £100, 
which is in his hand, to further the college." 2. " Mr. Endecott, Mr. Down- 
ing and Mr. Hawthorne are to dispose of the house, which Mr. Peters bought, 
AS they can, and return the money for the college." 

9 Of him I know nothing, unless he be the author of a very curious letter 
from England, 7 Sept. 16,5!^, on which proceedings more curious were ha^ 
^jere by our government,. See 3 Histf Coll. I. 32t-:35. 
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Eaton sent for the constable, who advised him first to admo- 
nish him, &c. and if he could not, by the power of a master, re- 
form him, then he should complain to the magistrate. But he 
caused his man to fetch him a cudgel, which was a walnut tree 
plant, big enough to have killed a horse, and a yard in length, 
and, taking his two men with him, he went up to Briscoe, and 
caused his men to hold him till he bad given him two hundred 
stripes about the head and shoulders, &c« and so kept him un- 
der blows (with some two or three short intermissions) about 
the space of two hours, about which time Mr. Shepherd and 
some others of the town came in at the outcry, and so he gave 
over. In this distress Briscoe gate ||out|| his knife, and struck 
at the man that held him, but hurt him not. He also fell to 
prayer, (supposing he should have been murdered,) and then 
Mr. Eaton beat him for taking the name of jGod in vain. After 
this Mr. Eaton and Mr. Shepherd (who knew not then of these 
passages) came to the governour and some other of the magis- 
trates, complaining of Briscoe for his insolent speeches, and for 
crying out murder and drawing his knife, and desired that he 
might be enjoined to a publick acknowledgment, fee. The 
magistrates answered, that they must first hear him speak, and 
then they would do as they should see cause. Mr. Eaton was 
displeased at this, and went away discontented, &c. and, being 
after called into the court to make answer to the information, 
which had been given by some who knew the truth of the case, 
and also to answer for his neglect and cruelty, and other ill 
usage towards his scholars, one of the elders (not suspecting 
such miscarriages by him) came to the governour, and showed 
himself much grieved, that he should be publickly produced, 
alleging, that it would derogate from his authority and reve- 
rence among his scholars, &c. But the cause went on not- 
withstanding, and he was called, and these things laid to his 
charge in the open court. His answers were full of pride and 
disdain, telling the magistrates, that they should not need to do 
any thing herein, for he was intended to leave his employment. 
And being asked, why he used such cruelty to Briscoe his 
usher, and to other his scholars, (for it was testified by another 
of his ushers and divers of his scholars, that lie would give 
them between twenty and thirty stripes at a tijpe, and would 
not leave till they had confessed what he required,) his answer 
was, that he had this rule, that he would not give over correct- 
ing till he had subdued the party to his will. Being also ques- 
tioned about the ill and scant diet of his boarders, (for, though 
;heir friends gave large allowance, yet their diet was ordinarily 

l|at|| 
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DOtbii^ but porridge and pudding, and that very homely,) he 
put it off to his wife.^ So the court dismissed him at present, 



1 An examination of the lady followed, I presume, for the former tecretaiy 
of the commonwealth furnished me a paper, which can hardly refer to any 
other transaction than this. Some overseer of the college, probably, either 
magistrate or clergyman, wrote it from the confession or dictation of the 
accused party : ^ For their breakfast, that it was not so well ordered, the 
flower not so fine as it might, nor so well boiled or stirred, at all times that it 
was so, it was my sin of neglect, and want of that care that ought to have 
been in one that the Lord had intrusted with such a work. Concerning 
their beef, that was allowed them, as they affirm, which, I confess, had been 
my doty to have seen they shonld have had it, and continued to have had it, 
because it was my husband^s command; but truly I must confess, to my 
fihaa>e, I cannot remember that ever they had it, nor that ever it was taken 
from them. And that they had not so good or so much provision in my bus- 
band^s absence as presence, I conceive it was, because he would call some- 
times for butter or cheese, when I conceived there was no need of it ; yet, 
forasmuch as the scholars did otherways apprehend, I desire to see the evil 
that was in the carriage of that as well as in the other, and to take shame to 
myself for it. And that they sent down for more, when they had not enough, 
and the maid should answer, if they had not, they should not, I must confess, 
that I have denied them cheese, when they have sent for it, and it have been 
in the house ; for which I shall humbly beg pardon of them, and own the 
shame, and confess my sin. And for such provoking words, which my ser- 
vants have given, I cannot own them, but am sorry any such should be given 
in my house. And for bad fish, that they had it brought to table, I am sorry 
there was that cause of offence given them. I acknowledge my sin in it. 
And for their mackerel, brought to them with their guts in them, and goat^s 
^ng in their hasty pudding, it*s utterly unknown to me ; but I am much 
ashamed it should be in the family, and not prevented by myself or servants, 
and I humbly acknowledge my negligence in it. And that they made their 
beds at any time, were my straits never so great, I am sorry they were ever 
put to it. For the Moor bis lying in Sam. Hough^s sheet and pillow-bier, it 
hath a truth in it : he did so one time, and it gave Sam. Hough just cause of 
offence ; and that it was not prevented by my care and watchfulness, I desire 
[to] take the shame and the sorrow for it. And that they eat the Moor^s 
crusts, and the swine and they had share and share alike, and the Moor to 
have beer, and thev denied it, and if they had not enough, for my maid to 
answer, they should not, 1 am an utter stranger to these things, and know 
not the least footsteps for ibem so to charge me; and if my servants were 
guilty of such miscarriages, had the boarders complained of it unto myself, I 
should have thought it my sin, if I had not sharply reproved my servants, and 
endeavoured reform. And for bread made of heated, sour meal, although I 
know of but once that it was so, since I kept house, yet John Wilson affirn» 
it was twice ; and I am truly sorry, that any of it was spent amongst them. 
For beer and breads that it was denied them by me betwixt meals, truly I 
do not remember,' fhat ever I did deny it unto them; and John Wilson wiR 
aifirm, that, generally., the bread and beer was free for the boarders to go unfo* 
And that money waft demanded of them for washing the linen, itV true it waa 
propounded to them, but never imposed upon them. And for their pudding 
being given the last day of the week without butter or suet, and that I said, 
it was miln of Manchester in Old England, it^s true that 1 did say so, and am 
sorry, they had any cause of offence given them bv having it so. And for 
their wanting beer, betwixt brewings, a week or half a week together, I am 
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tod cornmaDded hion to attend again the next day, when, he- 
ing called, he was commanded to the lower end of the table^ 
(wnere all offenders do usually stand,) and, being openly convict 
of all the former offences, by the oaths of four or five witness 
ses, he yet continued to justify himself; so, it being near night, 
be was committed to the marshal till the next day. When the 
court was set in the morning, many of the elders came into the 
court, (it being tbeirprivate for matter .of consollation,) and de* 
clared how, the evening before, they had taken pains with him, 
to convince him of his faults ; yet, for divers hours, he had still 
stood to bis justification ; but, in the end, he was convinced^ 
and had freelV and fully acknowledged his sin, and that with 
tears ; so as they did hope he had truly repented, and therefore 
desired of the court, that he might be pardoned, and continued 
in his employment, alleging such further reasons as they thought 
fit* After the elders were departed, the court consulted about 
it, and sent for him, and there, in the open court, before a great 
assembly, he made a very solid, wise, eloquent and serioufr 
(seeming) confession, concJemning himself in all the particnkrsy 
&c« Whereupon, beine put aside, the court consulted privately 
about his sentence, and, though many were taken with his con- 
fession, and none but had a charitable opinion of it -, yet, because 

sorry that it was so at any tmie, and should tremble to have it so, were it iiv 
Biy haifds to do agatn.^ 

The above is an exact copy of all that is written by that hand ; btit on the 
next page is found, in a more difficult, but uncommonly beautiful' cbirog^raphyy 
*^ and whereas they say, that sometimes they have sent down for more meat^ 
and it hath been denied, when it have been in the house, I must confess, to my 
shame, that I have denied them oft, when they have sent for it, and it have- 
been in the house.'* 

In the archives of the State House it is not probable that any document 
more minute or entertaining can be preserved ; nor would this seem of im- 
portance and gravity appropriate to this work, were it not connected with the 
history of the college, and highljr illustrative of our author's text. That no* 
eomplaints against Mrs. Eaton had been brought down from antiquity, when; 
her husband suffered perpetual malediction, is perhaps owing to the gaJlantry 
of our fathers. Her accomplishments as a housewife appear equal to the 
gentleness of the head of the college. Her adherence to the religion, in 
which she was educated, might have been as fraU as his, had she not been lost 
on a voyage with her children to Virginia the next year. The commons of 
the students have often been matter of complaint, but, I believe, have never 
lince occupied the attention of the government of the state. 

Of the two yoong men referred to by Mr»w Eaton, Wilson was son of the 
pastor of Boston, gradwated in the first class, ]l642, and, Mather says, ^^ cou^ 
tinned, nnte old age, a faithAil, painful, useful minister of the gospeP' in Med- 
iSeld. Hough was, probably, sen of Atherton, the assistant, and was the 
second minister of Reading. Why he received not the usual degree is un- 
known. See Johnson, lib. II. c. 25. In our Town Records I find, ^^ Mr. 
Samuel Haugh» pastor of the church at Reading, deceased at Mr. Hezekiab 
Usher^s honse in Bost(>n, 30 March, 1662.'* The Meor was probably a slave 
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of the scandal of religion, and offence which would be given to 
such as might intend to send their children hither, they all 
agreed to censure him, and put him from that employment. So, 
being called in, the governour, after a short preface, &c, declar- 
ed the sentence of the court to this effect, viz. that he should 
give Briscoe £30, 6ned 100 ||marks,|| and debarred teaching 
of children within our jurisdiction. A pause being made, 
and expectation that (according to his former confession) he 
would have given glory to God, and acknowledged the justice 
and clemency of th^ court, the governour giving him occa- 
sion, by asking him if he had ought to say, he turned 
away with a discontented look, saying, " If sentence be passed, 
then it is to no end to speak.^' Yet the court remitted his fine 
to £20, and willed Briscoe to take but £20. 

The church at Cambridge, taking notice of these proceed- 
ings, intended to deal with him. The pastor moved the gover- 
nour, if they might, without olTence to the court, examine other 
witnesses. His answer was, that the court would leave them to 
their own liberty ; but he saw not to what end they should do 
it, seeing there had been five already upon oath, and those 
whom they should examine should speak without oath, and it 
was an ordinance of God, that by the mouths of two or three 
witnesses every matter should be established. But he soon dis- 
covered himself; for, ere the church could come to deal with 
him, he fled to Pascataquack, and, being pursued and apprehend- 
ed by the governour there, he again acknowledged his great sin 
in flying, ^c. and promised (as he was a Christian man) he would 
return with the messengers. But, because his things he carried 
with him were aboard a bark there, bound to Virginia, he desired 
leave to go fetch them, which they assented unto, and went 
with him (three of them) aboard with him. So he took his truss 
and came away with them in the boat ; but, being come to the 
shore^ and two of thetn going out of the boat, he caused the 
boatsmen to put off the boat, and, because the third man would 
not go out, he turned him into the water, where he had been 
drowned, if he had not saved himself by swimming. So he 
returned to the bark, and presently they set sail and went out of 
the harbour. Being thus gone, his creditors began to complain ; 
and thereupon it was found, that he was run in debt about £1000, 
and had taken up most of this money upon bills he had charged 
into England upon his brother's agents, and others whom he 
had no such relation to. So his estate was seized, and put into 
commissioners' hands, to be divided among his creditors, allow- 
ing somewhat for the present maintenance of his wife and cbil- 

llblankll 
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dren. And, being thus gone, the church proceeded and cast 
him out* He had been sometimes initiated among the Jesuits,^ 
and) coming into England, his friends drew him froiQ them^ 
but, it was very probable, he now intended to return to them 
again, being at this time about thirty years of age, and upwards. 
See after. 

7. 1 7.] Mount WooUaston had been formerly laid to Boston ; 
but many poor men having lots assigned them there^ and not 
able to use those lands and dwell still in Boston, they petition- 
ed the town first to have a minister there, and after to have leave 
to gather a church there, which the town at lehgth (upon some 
small composition) gave way unto. So, this day, they gathered 
a church after the usual manner, and chose one Mr. ^Tomson^ 
a very gracious, sincere man, and Mr. Flint, a godly man also^ 
their ministers.^ 

Mo. 9k] At a general court holden at Boston, great complaint 
was made of the oppression used in the country in sale of foreign 
commodities $ and Mr. Robert ^Keaine, who kept a shop in Bos- 

1 His cruelty and injustice might have been as great, if the Jesuits had had 
no share in his education ; though, I fear, the author intended to refer the 
fruits to th6 soil, rather than the tree. 

3 Satisfactory accounts of William Thomsoti may be seen in Elfot^s and 
AUen^s Dictionaries, in the Magnalia, HI., Johnson, lib. II. c. 7, 10 and 18, 
and lib. HI. c. 1 and 11, larger in Morton, sub. an. 1666, the year of his 
death, and, best of all, in the century sermon of Hancock, his successor in the 
church of Braintree, now of Quincy. He had been some years in the coun<- 
try, perhaps ; for the Records of Dorchester, which I have inspected, accord* 
ing to the views of the historian of that town, 1 Hist. Coll. IX. 191, reckon 
him among their members in 1636. But I suspect that was two years before 
his admission. The scrutinizing author tnust have concluded^ that he was a 
different person from the future minister of the adjoining town ; for he adds^ 
of him ^^ I cannot obtain any information.'^ He was admitted A-eeman 13 
Mavj 1640. Most of the materials used by later writers were found in our 
author, the most interesting event in his pilgrimage here being the mission to 
Virginia, of which a full account will be found in the next tolume. The first 
mention of him, after that in the text, will show, that be ^^ had been an 
instrument of much good at Acomenticus*'* The Braintree Records mention 
the birth of his son, Joseph, 1 May, 1640, Benjamin^ 14 July, 1642, and 
death of his wife in January, 1642. Benjamin was graduated at Harvard 
College in 1662. Him I consider the author of the verses in praise of 
Whiting, which are, probably, the best in the Ma^alia. A tribute in verse, of^ 
greater justice than beauty, is entered in the Roxbury Church Records on 
the lamentable death of Thomson's wife, while he was absent on the service 
of his master. It is supposed, that the celebrated Benjamin Thomson, Count 
Rumford, is descended from this first pastor of Braintree. 

3 Our MS. had first " their pattor^^'^ after " Tomson," and " teaeker^^ to end 
the sentence ; and, as the alteration is by the govemour, I infer that the 
distinction was disregarded at the election. 

This gentleman is, probably, the same with one, whose name is the last 
ed to a letter of encouragement of the plantation at Flimouth, 7 April, 

40 VOL. I. 
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ton, wds notoriously above others observed anct complained of; 
and, being convented, he was charged with many particulars ; in 



1694, preserved by Croy. Bradford in 1 Hist. Coll. HI. 28, and who united 
with others, in all forty-two, in a loan of JC1800 sterling, bj which its life was 
presetted, lb. 48. Being received into Boston church 20 March, 1635 — 6, 
we may conclude, he had come over in the preceding airtumn, probably with 
Wilson in October. At the general election, in May following, he was ad-^ 
mitted to the freeman^s oath, at the same time with Samuel Appleton, Henry 
Flint, and Daniel Maude, who alone, out of sixty-two that day sworn, have 
the prefix of respect. 

Of the curious subject, introduced to our notice by the text, inquiry had, 
at the former session of the same court, in September, been instituted ; and, 
from the language of the Record, I. 269, ''• Capt. Keayne was willed to return 
Sarah King her necessary clothes again," we may presume, the case was a 
flagrant one. It is evident, however, that much mofe tenderness was shown 
towards him than delinquents usually received ; for we find, at the assist- 
ants* quarter court, four pages later, in the same volume, this note : " There is 
j£lO delivered the governour by one that had failed by taking too great prices' 
for his commodities. He hath satisfied the parties, whom he sold the com- 
modities unto." At the general court in May after the date in the text, I 
iind. Col. Rec. I. 276, '* Mr. Robert Keayne had £120 of his fine remitted 
him ; so that there remains only £S0 to be paid by him." He was not the 
only person of eminence liable to this animadversion, though the proceedings 
against him went further than in any other case within my knowledge. In- 
deed, the attempt to prevent demand of high price for any commodity, how- 
ever willing th§ purchaser may be to give it, is preposterous and destructive 
to all commerce between man and man. Sedgwick was admonished for a 
like frailty, in asking the money's worth for his goods. Before this scandal, 
Keayne had been four times chosen from Boston to the general court ; and, 
after the evil report had passed over, was several times elected, and became 
speaker in October, 1646, but only for one day. Unhappily, he fell under 
obloquy again : a less probable, though more injurious accusation was pre- 
ferred, of which a very particular relation is, in subsequent pages, given by our 
author. He certainly stood high in the estimation of the government ; for, in 
May, 1639, a grant of four hundred acres had been made to him, when others 
of nO" larger quantity were made to several gentlemen of the first rank in the 
colony. 

Keayne died 23 March, 1655—6. His will, proved 2 May after, written: 
wHh hifi own hand, — for no other hand could have been so patient, — at different 
times, beginning 1 August 1653, is a most extraordinary instrument, com- 
mencing on page 1 16 of onr first volume of Records in Probate office, and 
filling one hundred and fifty-eight folio pages. It would be an idle affecta- 
tion to say, that it has been all studied by me, though most parts were curso- 
rily examined; for no reader of this work would exact of its editor such an 
unprofitable labour. An abridgment of several pages could easily be afforded 
here, for it was made ; but when thirty pages of the will are occupied about 
the animadversion of the court on his extortion, as explained in our text, with 
inculpation of his prosecutor for cruel and unfounded allegations in that and 
another affair, and thirty pages more given to explanation of his accounts in 
many different books, with the order and reasons, plentiful enough, of di- 
viding his estate, — the most minute antiquary becomes weary with the trifles. 
Yet there are several curious parts. The ample declaration of his correct 
faith, that fills two of the early pages, hardly compensates, however, for the 
anxiously refined, but equivocal, morality, by which, towards the end, he 
excuses himself. Between his only son, Benjamin, and a daughter of Dudley^ 
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flome, for taking above six-pence in the shilling profit ; in some 
a bove eight-pence ; and, in some §small§ things, above two for one ; 
and being hereof convict, (as appears by the records,) he was 
fined £200, which came thus to pass : The deputies considered, 
apart, of his fine, and set it at £200 ; the magistrates agreed 
but to £100. So, the court being divided, at length it was agreed, 
that his fine should be £200, but he should pay but £100, and 
the other should be respited to the further consideration of the 
next general court. By this means the magistrates and deputies 
were brought to an accord, which otherwise had not been like- 
ly, and so much trouble might have grown, and the ofiender es- 
caped censure. For the cry of the country was so great against 
oppression, and some of the elders and magistrates had declared 
such detestation of the corrupt practice of this man (which was 
the more observable, because he was wealthy and sold dearer 
than most other tradesmen, and for that he was of ill report for 
the like covetous practice in England, that incensed the deputies 
very much against him.) And llsurej] the course was very evil, 
especial circumstances considered; 1. He being an ancient 
professor of the gospel : 2. A man of eminent parts : 3. Wealthy, 
end having but one child : 4. Having come over for conscience 
sake, and for the advancement of the gospel here : 5. Having 
been formerly dealt with and admonished,. both by private 
friends and also by some of the magistrates and elders, and 
having promised reformation ; being a member of a church 
and commonwealth now in their infancy, and under the curious 
observation of all churches and civil states in the world. These 
added much aggravation to his sin in the judgment of all men of 
understanding. Yet most of the magistrates (though they dis- 



*' an unhappy and nncomfortable match" is spoken of in this will ; and that 
union, perhaps, with other disagreeable circnmstances, compelled the son to 
return to the land of his fathers, where he died, I presume, in 1668. In 
August of that year, administration of the estate was granted to his son-in? 
law. The male line ended with Benjamin. 

The chief claims of Robert to be remembered, must arise from his activity 
in founding the Artillery Company, of which he was captain, and which \8 
fondly remembered in the endless testament. See the History of that in- 
stitution for other particulars. A large 4to MS. of his is preserved in the 
archives of the Historical Society, chiefly composed of the sermons or expo- 
sitions of Cotton, as taken, probably in church, by the owner. It con- 
tains, besides, two very curious cases of ecclesiastical discipline, in which 
all the church members deliver their opinions on the matters, — one again&t 
Mrs. Hibbins, the other against Serjeant Richard W^ait. The lady was cast 
out ; the seijeant continued in the affection of the body. The report of 
brethren sent to Rbode Island, to warn the dwellers there of contumacy, 
is also given ; and b, few other trifles. He left, among other liberal be-* 
quests, a large one to HarTard Cpllegc, still preserved in their exhibit. 
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cerned of the offence clothed with all these circumstances) 
would have been more moderate in their censure : 1* Because 
there was no law in force to limit or direct men in point of 
profit in their trade. 2. Because it is the common practice, in 
all countries, for men to make use of advantages for raising the 
prices of their commodities. 3. Because (though he were 
chiefly aimed at, yet) he was not alone in this fault. 4. §Be- 
cause all men through the country, in sale of cattle, corn, la- 
bour, &c. were guilty of the like excess in prices. 5.§ Be- 
cause a certain rule could not be found out for an equal rate 
between buyer and seller, though much labour had been be- 
stowed in it, and divers laws had been made, which, upon ex- 
1)erience, were repealed, as being neither safe nor equal. Last- 
y, and especially, because the law of God appoints no other 
punishment but ||double|| restitution ; and, in some cases, as 
where the offender freely confesseth, and brings his offering, 
only half added to the principal. After the court had censur- 
ed him, the church of Boston called him also in question, 
where (as before he had done in the court) he did, with tears, 
acknowledge and bewail his covetous and corrupt heart, yet 
making some excuse for many of the particulars, which were 
charged upon him, as |ppartlyl| bv pretence of ignorance of the 
true price of^ some wares, and chiefly by being misled by some 
false principles, as, 1. That, if a man lost in one commodity, be 
might help himself in the price of another. 2. That if, through 
want of skill or Ipother occasion,|| his commodity cost him more 
than the price of the market in England, be might then sell it 
for more than the price of the market in New England, &c. 
These things gave occasion to Mr. Cotton, in his publick exer- 
cise the next lecture day, to lay open the errour of such false 
principles, and to give some rules of direction in the case. 
Some false principles were these; 

1. That a man ||^mightl| sell as dear as he can, and buy as 
cheap as he can^ 

2. If a man lose by casualty |pof|| sea, &c, in some of his 
commodities, he may raise the price of the rest. 

3. That he may sell as he bought, though he paid too dear, 
&c. and though the commodity be fallen, &c. 

4. That, as a man may take the advantage of his own skill 
or ability, so he may of another's ignorance or necessity. 

5. Where one gives time for payment, he is to take like 
recompense of one as of another. 

The rules for trading were these: 

J. A man may not sell above the current price, i, e. such a 

||two|| ||9particularlyl| | pother wieeH H^ma^H ||5at|| 
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price as is usual in the time and place, and as another (who 
knows the worth of the commodity) would give for it, if he 
had occasion to use it ; as that is called current money, which 
every man will take, &c. 

^. When a man loseth in his commodity for want of skill, 
&c. he must look at it as his own fault or cross, and therefore 
must not lay it upon another. 

3. Where a man loseth bv casualty of sea, or, &c. it is a loss 
cast upon himself by providence, and he may not ease himself 
of it by casting it upon another ; for so a man should seem to 
provide against all providences, &c. that he should never lose ; 
but where there is a scarcity of the commodity, there men may 
raise their price ; for now it is a hand of God upon the com- 
modity, and not the person. 

4. A man may not ask any more for his commodity than 
bis selling price, as Ephron to Abraham, the land is worth 
thus much. 

[Large blank.] 

The cause being debated by the church, some were earnest 
to have him excommunicated ; but the most thought an admo- 
nition would be sufficient. . Mr. Cotton opened the causes, 
which required excommunication, out of that in 1 Cor. 5. 11. 
The point now in question was, whether these actions did de- 
clare him to be such a covetous person, &;c. Upon which he 
showed, that it is neither the habit of covetousness, (which is in 
every man in some degree,) nor simply the act, that declares a 
man to be such, but when it appears, that a man sins against his 
conscience, or the very light of nature, and when it appears in 
a man's whole conversation. But Mr. Keaine did not appear 
to be such, but rather upon an errour in his judgment, being 
led by false principles ; and, beside, he is otherwise liberal, as 
in his hospitality, and in church communion, &c. So, in the 
end, the church consented to an admonition.^ 

Upon this occasion a question grew, whether an admonition 
did bar a man from the sacrament, &c. Of this more shall be 
spoken hereafter. 

1 For this unusual instance of moderation in the church, whose correc- 
tive hand, in such an offence, had been more appropriately exercised than 
that of the mag^istrate, we maj find two reasons : 1, that Keajne^s princi- 
pal accuser belonged to the countiy ; the syiupathies of Boston people, of 
whom many, being traders, must have felt the futility of several of the al- 
legations against their craft, were therefore less strongly excited ; 2. Wilson, 
the pastor of the church, was his brother-in-law. Keayne, in his will, says, 
Winthrop was prejudiced against him, but changed his opinion on the matter 
shortly before his death, and designed to have moved the couxt for restitution 
of the fine. 
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Being now about church matters, I will here insert another 
passage in the same church, which fell out about the same 
lime. Their old meeting-house, being decayed and too small, 
they sold it away, and agreed to build another, which workmen 
undertook to set up for £600. Three hundred they had for 
the old, and the rest was to be gathered by voluntary contri- 
butions, as other charges were, but there grew a great differ- 
ence among the brethren, where this new one should stand. 
Some were for the green, (which was the govei'nour's first lot, 
and he had yielded it to the church, &c. ;) others, viz. the 
tradesmen, especially, who dwelt about the market place, de»- 
sired it might stand still ||near|| the market, lest in time it should 
divert the chief trade from thence. The church referred it to 
the judgment and determination of ^five of the brethren, who 
agreed, that the fittest place (all things considered) would bq 
near the market; but, understanding that many of thebrethren 
were unsatisfied, and desired rather it might be put to a lot, they 
declared only their opinions in writing, and respited the full 
determination to another general meeting, thinking it very un- 
safe to proceed with the discontent of any considerable part of 
the churgh. When the church met, the matter was debated to 
and fro, and grew at length to some earnestness, &c. ; but, after 
Mr*. Cotton had cleared ijl up to them, that the removing it to 
the green^ would be a damage to such as' dwelt by the market, 
who had there purchased and built at great charge, but it 
would be no damage to the |prest|| to have it by the §market, 
because it would be ho less, but rather more convenient for 
them, than where the former stood, they all yielded to have it 
set by ' hc§ market place ; and, though some remained still in 
their opinion, that the green were the fitter place, yet, for peace 
sake, they yielded to the rest by keeping silence while it 
passed. This good providence and overruling hand of God 
caused much admiration and acknowledgment of special mercy 
to the church, especially considering how long the like con^ 
tention had held in some other churches, and Ipwith what|| diffi- 
culty they had been accorded. 

(7.) At the court of assistants, one Marmaduke Perry, of 

|{nearer{| ||3ii]ost|| |{3whicb without|| 



1 Instead of " five of the brethren," was originally written " the govemour 
and four others,^^ We easily understand the cause of the change. 

2 The green, the governour^s first lot, was the corner of the street, part o( 
which was afterwards taken for the Third, or Old South Church. Prince, 
who was minister of that church above a hundred years after, — Advertisement 
to Annals, II. — ^says, Winthrop '* deceased in the very house. I dweU in.'^ 
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Salem, was arraigned for the death of one [}}lankj his appren- 
tice. The great inquest found the bill for njurder; the jury of 
life and death could not agree; so they were adjourned to the 
next court, and Perry was let to bail by the governour and 
some other of the magistrates, after the court. At the court in 
lOber, the prisoner appeared, and the jusy, being called, had 
further evidence given them, which tended to the clearing of 
Perry ; yet two of the jury dissented from the rest, who were 
all agreed to acquit him. In the end it had this issue, that 
these two were silent, and so the verdict was received. The 
cause was this : The boy was ill disposed, and his master gave 
him unreasonable correction, and used him ill in his diet. Af^ 
ter, the boy gate a bruise on his head, so as there appeared a 
fracture in his scull, being dissected after his death. Now, two 
things were in the evidence, which made the case doubtful; one, 
the bby his charging his master, before his death, to have given 
him that wound with his meatyard and with a brootmstaff (for 
he spake of both at several times;) the other was, that he had 
told another, that his hurt came with the fall of a bough from 
a tree ; and other evidence there was none. 

4.] At the general court, &c. the inhabitants of the upper 
part of Pascataquack, viz. Dover, &c. had written to the gover- 
nour to offer themselves to Come under our government* An- 
swer was returned them, that, if they sent two or three of their 
company, with full commission, under all their hands, to con- 
clude, &c. it was like the court would agree to their proposi- 
tions. And now, at this court, came three \^ith commission to 
agree Upon certain articles annexed to their commission, which 
being reaid, the court appointed three to treat with them ; but, 
their articles being not reasonable, they stood not upon them, 
but confessed that they had absolute commission to conclude 
by their discretion. Whereupon the treaty was brought to a 
conclusion to this effect : That they should ||be|| as Ipswich and 
Salem, and have courts there, &c. as by the copy of the agree- 
ment remaining^ with the recorder doth appear. This was 
ratified under |pour|| publick seal, and so delivered to them ; only 
they desired a promise from the court, that, if the people did 
not assent to it, (which yet they had no fear of,) they might be 
at liberty, which was granted them.^ 

Those of Exeter sent the like propositions to the court ; but 
not liking (it seems) the agreement, which those of Dover had 

llfarell |i9a|| 

1 Much more of the terms, on which these settlements were taken under 
our jurisdiclioD, will appear two or three years later. 
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made, they repented themselves, and wrote to the court, that 
they intended not to proceed. 

[Large blank.] 
At this court there fell out some contestation between the 
govemour and the treasurer. Nicholas *Trerice being de- 
fendant in a cause, wherein Mr. 'Hibbins, brother-inJaw to the 
treasurer, was plaintiff, for £500, which the searchers took from 
him in the ship, whereof Trerice was master, and the defendant 
having answered upon oath to certain interrogatories ministered 
unto him, (and which were read to him before he took his oath,) 
and the treasurer pressing him aeain with the same interroga- 
tory, the governour said, he had answered the same directly 
before. The treasurer thereupon said, (angerly,) Sir, I speak 
not to you. The governour replied, that time was verv 
precious, and, seeing the thing was already answered, it was fit 
to proceed. Thereupon the treasurer stood up, and said, if he 
might not have liberty to speak, he would no longer sit there* 
The governour replied, that it was his place to manage the 
proceedings of the court, &c. The treasurer then said. You 
have no more to do in managing the business here than I. At 
which the governour took onence, as at an injury done to his 
place, and appealed to the court to declare, whether he might 
not enjoin any of the magistrates silence, if he saw cause. The 
deputy governour, at first apprehension, gainsaid it ; but, pre- 
sently, both himself and the rest of the magistrates (for the 
deputies were without, staying till this cause should be ended) 
did agree, that he might so do for a particular time ; and if the 
party, so enjoined silence, were unsatisfied, he might appeal to 
the whole court, who might give him liberty to speak, though 
the governour had restramed him. So the governour pressed 
it no further, yet expected that the court would not have suf- 
fered such a publick affront to the governour to have passed 
without due reproof, &c. But nothing was done, save only the 
secretary and some one other spake somewhat of their dislike 



1 The marginal note is, ^^ Difference between the governour and Mr. Bel- 
lingham/* 

2 He was of Charlestown, as, from a deed in the first rolnme of our 
Registrj, I ascertained, as also from Charlestown Records* 

3 Of the services of William Hibbins much will appear in the progress 
of this work. He was a de|)uty from Boston in the autumn of the following 
year, though admitted onlj in May a freeman, and again in 1641 and 1643. 
In this latter he was chosen an assistant. Hutchinson, I. 173, gives as much 
of his character as can well be ascertained beyond the means furnished by 
Winthrop. He died 23 July, 1654. 
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of it ; neither did ft occasion any falling out between the gd- 
vernourahd treasurer, for thegovernour held himself sufficient- 
ly discharged, after he had referred it to the consideration of 
the court, so as, if they did not look at it as a publick injury, 
he was willing to account of it accordingly.* 

There happened a memorable thing at Plimouth about this 
time* One Keysar, of Lynn, being at Plimouth in his boat, 
and one Dickerson with him, a professor, but a notorious thief^ 
was coming out of the harbour with the ebb, and the wltia 
southerly, a fresh gale ; yet, with all their skill and labour, they 
could not^ in three hours, get the boat above one league, so as 
they were forced to come to an anchor, and, at the flood, to go 
back to the town ; and, as soon as they were come in, the said 
Dickerson was arrested upon suspicion of a gold ring and some 
other pieces of gold, which, upon search, were found about him, 
and he was there whipped for it.** 

The like happened at Boston about two years before. 
Schooler, who was executed for murder, as before is mention- 
ed, had broke prison and was escaped beyond Winisemett, but 
there he was taken with such an astonishment, &c« as he could 
go no further, but was forced to return to Boston. These and 



1 A strange and lamentable consequence of this controversy, in which 
Hibbins was cast, may be seen in Hubbard, 574. Some have said, he remarks, 
that the loss ^^ so discomposed his wife^s spirit, that she scarce ever was well 
settled in her mind afterward^ but grew very turbulent in bet passion and 
discontented, on which occasions she was cast out of the church, and then 
charged to be a witch, giving too much occasion, by her strange carriage, to 
common people so to judge.^^ The unhappy woman might, perhaps, have 
been early cured by a ducking stool. A long controtersy, in 1640, before 
the church, about some scolding, which terminated in a publick admofivtioa 
and subsequent excommunication, is recorded in Eeayne^s MS. befote men« 
tioned ; but to me it is not, and to others would not probably appear, a very 
attractive subject. Hutchinson, I. 173, informs us, that, though the magis* 
trates refused to accept the verdict, yet it was the general court that con- 
demned her for witchcraft ; and the common people afterwards, with their 
accustomed manner, implied the judgments of God in the disasters of those 
who had given way, so unjustly, to the opinions of the same people. For the 
facts in support of his remark, he is indebted to Hubbard, ut supra. She 
suffered the punishment of death, for the ridiculdus crime, the year after her 
husband's decease ; her, brother, Bellingham, not exerting, perhaps, his highest 
influence for her preservation* Her will, made in prison, immediately follows,, 
in the Records, that of Keayne, who could not have been pleased with her.. 

S It is in vain to regret, that such paragraphs are preserved in this History. 
The spirit of the age had prepared the people for such false impressions, and,, 
in the perpetual glooms of the wilderness, their imagination gradually stole 
away the supremacy from judgments The subsequent paragraph, remarking 
tbe likeness of the event there related, which is natural enough, would induce 
«s to refer the astonishment, by which the escape of the criminal was prevent* 
ed, to the booty rather than the offender. 

41 VOL. R 
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many other examples of discoverii^ hypocrites and other lewd 
persons, and bringing them under their deserved punishments, 
do (amon^ other things) show the presence and power of God 
in his ordinances, and his blessing upon his people while they 
endeavour to walk before him with uprightness. 

At Kennebeckf the Indians wanting food, and there being 
store in the Plimouth trading house, they conspired to kill the 
English there for their provision ; and some Indians coming 
into the house, Mr. ^Willet, the master of the house, being 
reading in the Bible, his countenance was more solemn than at 
other times, so as he did not look cheerfully upon them, as he 
was wont to do ; whereupon they went out and told their 
fellows, that their purpose was discovered. They asked them, 
how it could be. The others told them, that they knew it by 
Mr. Willet^s countenance, and that he had discovered it by a 
book that he was reading. Whereupon they gave over their 
design. 

The people had long, desired a body of laws, and thought 
their condition very unsafe, while so much power rested in 
the discretion of magistrates. Divers attempts had been made 
at former courts, and the matter referred to some of the ma- 
gistrates and some of the elders ; but still it came to no effect ; 
for, being committed to the care of many, whatsoever was done 
by some, was still disliked or neglected by others. At last 
it was referred to Mr. Cotton and Mr. Nathaniel ^Warde, &c. 
and each of them framed a model, which were presented ta 
this general court, and by them committed to the governour 
and deputy and some otners to consider of, and so prepare 
it for the court in the 3d month next. Two great reasons 
there were, which caused most of the magistrates and some 



1 From New Eogland^s Memorial we learn, that Capt. Thomas Willet was 
highly esteemed in Plimouth colony, being, in 1651, elected an assistant ; and^ 
by the choice for thirteen successive years to the same office, in that most 
strictly republican jurisdiction, we may be confident of his well deserving 
the affections of the people. It is unnecessary for me to add more than a 
reference to Judge Davis's edition of that work, in which his services with the 
Dutch, and settlement afterwards at New York, are particularly related. De- 
scendants are, I believe, known in honourable stations. 

^ In December, 1641, the labours of these legislators were perfected, as^ 
this History will show. The result was printed in London immediately- 
after. An Abstract may be found by the curious in 1 Hist. CoU. V, 171 — 192, 
with an account of a second edition by Aspinwall. We may be sure, that 
Winthrop could not be mistaken in ascribing to Ward the principal honour 
of the work, though Cotton has often enjoyed it. Perhaps any one of twen- 
ty, in the civil or clerical line, bad contributed as much as Cotton, though hi* 
name would carry the greatest weight. 
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of the elders not to be very forward in this matter. One 
was, want of sufficient experience of the 'nature and disposi- 
tion of the people, considered with the condition of the coun- 
try and other circumstances, which made them conceive, that 
such laws would be fittest for us, which should arise pro ||re 
natajl upon occasions, &;c. and so the laws of Endand and 
other states grew, and therefore the fundamental laws of 
England are called jpcustoms, can8uetudines.|| 2. For that it 
would professedlv transgress the limits of our charter, which 
provide, we shall make no laws repugnant to the laws of 
England, and that we were assured we must do* But to raise 
up laws by practice and custom bad been no transgression ; 
as in our church discipline, and in matters of marriage, to 
make a law, that marriages should not be solemnized by 
ministers, is repugnant to the laws of England ; but to bring 
it to a custom by practice for the magistrates to perform it, 
is no law made repugnant, &c. At length (to satisfy the peo- 
ple) it proceeded, and the two models were digested with di- 
vers alterations and additions, and abbreviated and sent to 
every town, (13,) to be considered of first by the magistrates 
and elders, and then to be published by the constables to all 
the people, that if anv man should think fit, that any thing 
therein ought to be altered, he might acquaint some of the 
deputies therewith against the next court. 
[Large blank.] 

By this time there appeared a great change in the church 
of Boston ; for whereas, the year before, they were all (save 
five or six) so afiected to Mr. Wheelwright and Mrs. Hutchin- 
son, and those new opinions, as they jpslightedll the present go- 
vernour and the pastor, looking at them as men under a cove- 
nant of works, and as their greatest enemies ; but they bearing 
all patiently, and not withdrawing themselves, (as they were 
strongly solicited to have done,) but carrying themselves lov- 
ingly and helpfully upon all occasions, the Lord brought about 
the hearts of all the people to love and esteem them more than 
ever before, and all ||^breaches|| were made up, and the church 
was saved from ruin beyond all expectation; which could 
hardly have been, (in human reason,) if those two had not 
been guided by the Lord to that moderation, &;c. And the 
church (to manifest their hearty aficction to the governour, up-i 
on occasion of some strait he was brought into through his 
bailiff's unfaithfulness) sent him £200. 

There was now a church gathered at the Mount, and Mr. 

||rei Datarajl ||3cu8tos consuetU5dlDis|| ||3perceived|| ||4bre^che8|| 
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Toouon (a verj bolj man, who had been an instrument of 
much good at Acomenticus) was ordained the pastor the 19th 
of the 9th month. 

(10.)] At the general court, an order was made to abo- 
lish that vain custom of drinking one to another, and that upon 
these and other grounds: 

1* It was a thing of no good use. 

2. It was an inducement to drunkenness, and occasion of 
cjuarrelling and bloodshed, 

3. It occasioned much waste of wine and beer. 

4. It was very troublesome to many, especially the mas* 
ters and mistresses of the feast, who were forced thereby to 
drink more .oft than they would, &c. Yet divers (even godly 
persons) were very loath to part with this idle ceremony, 
though (when disputation was tendered) they had no ||list,|| 
nor, indeed, could find any arguments, to maintain it. Such 
power hath custom, &c. 

Mr. Ezekiel Rogers, of whose gathering of a church in Eng- 
land, mention was made before, being now settled with his 
company at ||*Rowley,|| was there ordained pastor, &c. 

3.] There were so many lectures now in the country, and 
many poor persons would usually resort to two or three in the 
week, to the great neglect of their affairs, and the damage of 
the publick. The assemblies also were (in divers churches) 
helu till night, and sometimes within the night, so as such as 
dwelt far off could not get home in due season, and many weak 
bodies could not endure so long, in the extremity of the heat 
or cold, without great trouble, and hazard of their health. 
Whereupon the general court ordered, that the elders should 
be desired to give a meeting to the magistrates and deputies, to 
(Consider about the length and frequency of church assemblies, 
and to make return to the court of their determinations, &lc^ 
This was taken in ill part by most of the elders and other of 
ti^e churches, so as that those who should have met at Salem, 
did not meet, and those in the bay, wh^n they met with the 
magistrates, &c^ at Boston, expressed much dislike of such a 
course, alleging their tenderness of the church's liberties, (as 
if such a precedent might enthrall them to the civil power, and 
as if it would cast a blemish upon the elders, which would 
remain to posterity, that they should need to be regulated by 
the civil magistrate, and also raise an ill savour of the people's 
coldness, that would complain of much preaching, &c. — when 
a/) liberty for the ordinances was the main end (|pprofessed||) of 
i»ur coming hither.) To which it was answered, 1. That the or- 
||1ife|| IISRoxburyli nSproposedfl 
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der was framed with a^ much tenderhess and respect as might 
be, in general words, without mentioning sermons or lectures, so 
as it might as well be taken for meetings upon other occasions of 
the churches, which were known to be very frequent. 2. It 
carried no command, but only an expression' of a desire. 

3. ||It|| concluded nothing but only to confer and consider. 

4. The record of such an order will be rather an argument of 
the zeal and forwardness of the elders and churches, as it was 
of the Israelites^ when they offered so liberally to the service of 
the tabernacle, as Moses was forced to restrain them.^ Upon 
this interpretation of the court^s intent, the elders were reason- 
ably satisfied, and the magistrates finding how hardly such pro- 
positions would be digested, and that, if matters should be fur- 
ther pushed, it might make some breach, or disturbance at least, 
(for the elders had great power in the people's hearts, which 
was needful to be upheld, lest the people should break their 
bonds through abuse of liberty, which divers, having ||^surfeited 
of,|| were very forward to incite others to raise mutinies and 
foment dangerous and groundless jealousies of the magistrates, 
&c. which the wisdom and care of the elders did still prevail 
against; and indeed the people themselves, generally, through 
the churches, were of that understanding and moderation, 'as 
they would easily be guided in their way by any rule froai 
scripture or sound reason :) in this consideration, the magis- 
trates and deputies, which were then met, thought it not fit to 
enter any dispute or conference with the elders about the num- 
ber of lectures, or for appointing any certain time for the con- 
tinuance of the assemblies, but rested satisfied with their afSr- 
mative answer to these two propositions : 1. That their church 
assemblies might ordinarily break up in such season, as people 
that dwell a mile or two off might get home by daylight. 
2. That, if they were not satisfied in the declaration of our in- 
tentions in this order of court, that nothing was attempted here* 
in against the church's liberties, &c. they would truly acquaint 
us with the reasons of their unsatisfiedness ; or, if we heard not 

mil HSforfeitedll 



1 ^^ Much more than enough for the service of the work which the Lord 
commanded,'* £xodu« xxxvi. 5, was the occasion of the order bj Moses to 
restrain the free offerings. Yet it seems, from the history, thej were brought 
only in the morning. In the ten preceding chapters^ the contribution ex- 
acted, under that remarkable economy of the house of Israel, appears suffi* 
ciently burdensome. Pious services were, however, by our ancestors, given, 
in many instances, with greater liberality than by the chosen people ; but the 
reference to ^eir theocracy, in the text, will be thought, I presume, the 
most valuable and ingenious of all those that occur in our early history. 
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from them before the next court, we should take it for granted, 
that they were fully satbfied. They desired, that the order 
might be taken off the record ; but for that it was answered, 
that it might not be done without consent of the general court ; 
only it was agreed unto, that the secretary might defer to enter 
it in the book till the mind of the court might be known. 

(12.) 30*] One Mr. Hanserd Knoiles, a minister in Eng- 
land, who came over the last summer in the company of our 
familistical opmionists, and so being suspected and examined^ 
and found inclining that* way, was denied residence in the 
Massachusetts ; whereupon he went to Pascataquack, where he 
began to preach ; but Mr. Burdett, being then their governour 
and preacher, inhibited him. But, he being after removed to 
Acomenticus, the people called Mr. KnoUes, and in short time 
he gathered some of the best minded into a churcb body, and 
became their pastor, and Capt. Underbill being their gover- 
nour, they called ||tbeir|| town Dover. But this Mr. KnoUes, at 
his first coming thither^ wrote a letter to his friends in London, 
wherein he bitterly inveighed against us, , both against our 
magistrates and churches, and agamst all the people in general, 
(as by the copy of his letter sent over to our governour may 
appear.) The governour gave him notice thereof, and, being 
brought to a better judgment by further consideration and 
more experience, he saw the wrong he had done us, and was 
deeply humbled for it, and wrote to the governour to that 
effect, and desired a safe conduct, that he might come into the 
bay to give satisfaction, &c. for he could have no rest in his 
spirit until, &c. ; which being sent him under the governour his 
hand, (with consent of the council,) §he came,§ and, upon a 
lecture day at Boston, (most of the magistrates and elders in 
the bay being there assembled,) he made a very free and full 
confession of his offence, with much aggravation against htm^ 
self, so as the assembly were well satisfied. He wrote also a 
letter to the same effect to his said friends in England, which 
he left with the governour to be sent to them. 

Capt. Underbill, also, being struck with horrour and remorse 
for his offences, both against the church and civil state, could 
have no rest till he had obtained a safe conduct to come and 
give satisfaction ; and accordingly, (1,) 5, at a lecture at Bos- 
ton, (it being then the court time,) he made a publick confession 
both of his living in adultery with Faber's wife, (upon stis- 
piciofi whereof tne church had before admonished him,) and 
attempting the like with another woman, and also the injury he 
had done to our state, &c* and acknowledged the justice of the 

llthisfl 
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court in their proceeding dgainst him, &c* Yet all his ccm>* 
fessions were mixed witn such excuses and extenuations, a» 
did not give satisfaction of the truth of his repentance, so as it 
seemed to be done rather out of policy, and to pacify the sting 
of his conscience, than in sincerity. But, however, bis oiSfences 
being so foul and scandalous, the church presently cast him 
out ; which censure he seemed to submit unto, and, for the 
time he staid in Boston, (being four or five days) he was very 
much dejected, &c. ; but, being gone back, he soon recovered 
his spirits again, or, at least, gave not that proof of a brokea 
heart, ad he gave hope of at Boston. For (to ingratiate him« 
self with the state of England, and with some gentlemen at the 
river's mouth, who were very zealous that way, and had lately 
set up common prayer, &c.) he sent thirteen men armed to 
Exeter to fetch one Gabriel Fish, who ^ was detained in the 
officer's hands for speaking against the king, the magistrates 
of Exeter being then in the bay to take advice what to do 
with him ; and besides, when the church and people of Dover 
desired him to forbear to come to the next court, till they had 
considered of his case, and he had* promised so to do, yet,, 
hearing that they were consulting to remove him from his. 
government, he could not refrain, but came and took his place 
in the court ; and though he had offered to lay down his place,, 
yet, when he saw they went about it, he grew passionate, and 
expostulated with them^ and would not stay to receive bis dis^^ 
mission, nor would be seen to accept it, when it was sent after 
him. Yet they proceeded, and chose one ^Roberts to be presi- 
dent of the court, and, soon after, they returned back Fish to 
Exeter, which was considerately done §of them,§ for it had 
been a dangerous precedent against them, being a weak planta* 
tion, if the commissioners from the lords of the council, who 
were daily expected, should have taken occasion to have done 
the like oy them, though they held themselves to be out of 
that province, which was granted to Sir Ferdinando Gorges. 
Besides this, in the open court, he committed one of his fellow 
magistrates for rising up and saying he would not sit with an 
adulterer, &c. But the chief matter, ||which they producedH' 
against him, was, that, whereas he himself was the mover of 
them to break off their agreement with us, he had written U> 

>^Jf6r which they proceeded|| 

I Of this gentleman nothing is known to me, nnless he be the John Ro^ 
berts appointed marshal, in 1680, under the new administration bj royal com- 
mission in that year, Belknap^s N. H. I. 144, and who next year resigned^ 
lb. 149, 191, or Thomas Roberts, one- of the principal landholders of Dover, 
lb. 159. 
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our governour, and laid it Upon the people,* especially tapon 
some among them ; and for this they produced against him a 
letter from our governour^ written to one of their commission-' 
ers in answer to a letter of bis, wherein he had discovered the 
captain^s proceeding in that matter. Soon after this the cap- 
tain came by water into the bay to tender (as he said) satis- 
faction to the church. This was taken by some of the magis- 
trates as a very presumptuous act, and they would have had 
him imprisoned, supposing that his safe conduct would not bear 
him out, having been once here and returned back again ; but 
that ||counsel|| was not approved, because the timre of his safe 
conduct was not expired, and it was thought very dangerous to 
our reputation to give the least occasion of reproach in this 
kind, seeing it might be objected against us to our great prejudice, 
Ipwherell we should not have opportunity to clear our innocen-^ 
cy. But the chur^, not being satisfied of his repentance, 
would not admit him to publick speech. So, after one week, he' 
returned home. 

In this winter, in a close, calm day, there fell divefs flakes of 
snow of this form *, very thin, and as exactly pointed as art 
could have cut them in paper, or, &c. 

(l.)24.] The church of Boston sent three brethren, viztr 
Cfapt. Edward Gibbons, Mr. Hibbins, and Mr. ^Oliver the 

llcouncilll ||3wben|| 

1 John, 8on of the ruling elder, is, probably, the gentleman intended. 
Notice of his death will appear in our second volume, sub an. 1646. In 
Xeajne's MS. it appears, that, in our church, earlj in 1640, ^^ a motion was 
made bj such as have farms at Rumnej Marsh, that our brother Oliver may 
1>e sent to instruct their servants, and to be a help to them, because they can- 
not many times come hither, nor sometimes to Lynn, and sometimes nowhere 
M hW'* On this much debate followed. His father spoke first : ^^ I desire 
what calling my son hath to such a work, or by what rule of God^s word may 
the church send out any of her members to such as are not of the church.'^ 
Cotton answered, at some length. Two of the lay brethren proposed objec- 
tions, to which Wilson briefly replied, and the subject was postponed. On 
23 March, Wilson made a full statement of the general consent of the church, 
and the candidate closed thus : " Serjeant Oliver. I desire to speak a word 
or two to the business of Rumney Marsh. I am apt to be discouraged in any 
good work, and I am glad, that there is a universal consent in the hearts of 
the church ; for if there should have been variety in their thoughts, or com- 
pulsion of their minds, it would have been a great discouragement. But, see- 
ing a call of God, I hope I shall employ my weak talent to God's service ; and, 
considering my own youth and feebleness to so great a work, I shall de- 
sire my loving brethren to look at me as their brother, to send me out 
with their constant prayers." From his will, 1 find, he married a daugh- 
ter of John Newgate, and left three children, two sons, and a daughter, 
who afterwards married a gentleman of the name of Wiswell. Rumney 
Marsh is now Chelsea. It is a little strange, that a people, settled on ft 
spot so difficult to have religious instruction at the neighbouring parishes, 
should have continued so long a time out of church state. The first sen- 
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younger, with letters to Mr. Coddington and the rest of our mem'^ 
bers at Aquiday, to understand their judgments in divers points 
of religion, formerly maintained by all, or divers of them, and to 
require them to give account to the church of their unwarranta- 
ble practice ||iriH communicating with excommunicated persons* 
&c. When they came, they found that those of them, who dwell 
at Newport, had joined themselves to a church there newly con- 
stituted, and thereupon they refused to hear them as messen- 
gers of our church, or to receive the church's letters** Where- 
upon, at their return, the elders and most of the church would 
have cast them out, as refusing to hear the church ; but, all 
being not agreed, it was deferred. 

18.] Mr. "Norris was ordained teacher of the church of 

M ^ 

tence of the Records of the Chelsea parhh is, October 19, 1715, ^^ This 
day the church was gathered at Rurnney Marsh, and Mr. Thomas Cheever 
was ordained their pastor.^' For this information I am indebted to the kind- 
ness of the present pastor, Dr. Joseph Tuckerman. Undoubtedly the popu- 
lation was small, as it has ever since continued. 

1 By Keayne^s MS. it appears, the place was called Portsmouth, a name 
since appropriated to another town, of much less magnitude, on the island. 
Coggeshall, for the refractcry brethren, it seems, inquired of these spiritual 
commissioners, ^^ what power One church hath over another church ?" Oliver 
relates, that ^^ they denied our commission, and refused to let our letter be 
received ; and they conceive, one church hath not power over the members 
of another church, and do not think they are tied to us by our covenant. So 
We were fain to take all their answers by going to their several houses. Mr. 
Hutchinson told us, he was more nearly tied to his wife than to the church : 
he thought her to be a dear saint and servant of God. • We came then to 
Mrs. Hutchinson, and told her, that we had a message to do to her from the 
Lord and from our church. She answered, There are lords many, and gods 
many ; but I acknowledge but one Lord. Which lord do you mean f We 
answered, we came in the name but of one Lord, and that is God. Then, 
saith she, so far we agree; and where we do agree, let it be set down. 
Then we told her, we had a message to her from the church of Christ in 
Boston. She replied, she knew no church but one. We told her, in scrip- 
ture the Holy Ghost calls them churches. She said, Christ had but one 
spcnse. We told her, he had in some sort as many spouses as saints. But 
for our choTch, she would not acknowledge it any church of Christ.^^ The 
teport of this unprofitable mission was made 16 March. 

3 Edward Norris is commemorated With due honours in Eliot^s Biographi- 
cal Dictionary. Our regret, that so important a name eluded the search of 
Allen, though a descendant of our age is well remembered for his pious libe- 
rality, will not be vain, if the second edition of that gentleman^s volume, 
which has been long preparing, supply the deficiency, and go beyond his pre- 
decessor. Norris arrived in our country, probably, the year before his ordi- 
nation, which was the period that the church had to form their estimate of Ins 
merit. He was not admitted a freeman till May, 1640. He had been a minis- 
ter in England, yet Johnson has not named him. Much influence in the 
state was exerted by him, of which evidence will appear in this History ; 
and, four years after Winthrop^s death, in the famous schism of the commis- 
. sioners of the four United Colonies, he took side against the principles of the 

42 VOL. I. 
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Salem, there being present near all the elders of the other 
churches, and much people besides. 

21.] The White Angel, a small ship of Bristol, went from 
hence, and arrived there in twenty-four days ; and, the same 
year, the Desire, a ship built at Marblehead, of one hundred 
tons, went from hence in the summer, and arrived at Gravesend, 
in the Thames, in twenty-three davs. 

Our neighbours of Plimouth had procured from hence, this 
year, one Mr. ^Chancey, a great scholar, and a godly man, 
intending to call him to the office of a teacher ; but, before the 
fit time came, he discovered his judgment about baptism, that 
the children ought to be dipped and not sprinkled j and, he be« 
ing an active man, and very vehement, there arose much 
trouble about it. The magistrates and the other elders there, 
and the most of the people, withstood the receiving of that 
practice, not for itself so much, as for fear of worae conse- . 

auences, as the annihilating our baptism, &c. Whereupon 
le church there wrote to «tll the other churches, both here 
and at Connecticut, &c. for advice, and sent Mr. Chancey's 
arguments. The churches took them into consideration, and 
||returned|| their several answers, wherein they showed their 
dissent from him, and clearly confuted all his arguments, dis-^ 
covering withal some great mistakes of his about the judgment 

It^rotelt 

Mauachasetts court, who resisted the war with the Dutch. War had beeif 
raging two years between the respective mother countries ; yiet oaf people 
were wise enough to keep at peace on this side of the Atlanticft. Those who 
hoped to gain by a war were very eager for Ms declaration, and charged the 
pacifick temper of Massachnsetts to any tiring but its true cause. Norris 
was, bappij^ unsuccessful, though he quoted the curse against Meroz, 
which religious or political enthusiasm has commonly found effectual. See 
his letter of 3 May, 1653, in Hazard, II. 256. The president of the council, 
the amiable Bradstreet, was averse to war ; but Norris^s parishioner, Haw- 
thorne, the other comnussioner of Massachusetts, was urgent for it. 

1 An excuse for neglecting great labour of inquiry about this celebrated 
kcholar, who, after the honour conferred on him of two professorships by his 
alma mater, the University of Cambridge in £ngland, became head of our owm 
College, is afforded by the elaborate biography, written by a descendant of great 
name, preserved in 1 Hist. Coll. X. 171, Perhaps, however, the ancestor^g ^^ 
doctrines are a little softened in that tract. He was of Trinity College. ''^^^^ 
Mather mentions his verses on the death of Queen Ann, 1619'. I have ^ 
seen, in the Boston Atheneum, the Cantabrrgiensium Dolor et Solamen, on 
the death of James and accession of Charles, 1625, containing his Greek 
and Latin verses, signed Car. Chaunc^, Coll. Trin. Bac. Theol. His two 
unimportant opinions, relative to the time of celebrating the eucharist, and 
tlie mode of baptism, were no obstacles to his advancement, even in that age 
of narrow and scrupulous formality. It is a little remarkable, that the two 
first presidents of Harvard College adopted opinions on the form of baptisiA 
adverse to that of all the other divines and laicks of the colony. 
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and practice ot antiquity.^ Yet he would not give over his 
opinion ; and the church of Plimouth, (though they could not 
agree to call him to office, yet,) being much taken with his able 
parts, they were very loath to part with him. He did main- 
tain, also, that the Lord's supper ought to be administered in 
the evening, and every Lord's day ; and the church at Sand- 
wich (where one Mr. Leveridge was minister) fell into the 
practice of it ; but that being a matter of no great ill conse- 
quence, save some outward mconvenience, there was little stir 
about it. This Mr. Chancey was after called to office in the 
church of Scituate. 

One ^Palmer, of Hingham, and two others, (being ancient and 
skilful seamen,) being in a shallop of ||ten|| tons, in an easterly 
wind, by Peddock's Island, were overset ; yet one of them 
had the sheet in his hand, and let fly ; but it was too late, having 
but little ballast in her ; yet it pleased God, there came by, 
soon after, a pinnace, which espied them sitting upon her |pside,|| 
vet deep in the water, and took them up, but the shallop was not 
beard of after. 

Many men began to inquire after the southern parts ; and 
the great advantages supposed to be had in Virginia and the 
West Indies, &c. made this country to be disesteemed of many ; 
and yet those countries (for all their great wealth) have sen,t 
hither, both this year and formerly, for supply of clothes and 
other necessaries; and some families have forsaken both Provi- 
dence and other the Caribbee Islands and Virginia to come live 
here. And though our people saw what meagre, unhealthful 
countenance^ they brought hither, and how fat and well liking 

||100|| ||3sbroud8|| 

1 If nothing of greater value, than these answers of the churches, were 
lost by us, we should less regret the extent of our ignorance of the thoughts 
and actions of onr fathers. From Keayne's MS. it appears, that answer by 
Boston church was made, 21 June, to a question and desire from the church 
of Plimouth, ^^ whether it be lawful to use sprinkling in baptism, or rather 
dipping ; Mr. Chauncy being of the mind, that it is a violation of an ordi- 
nance to use sprinkling instead of dippipg,^' In the illustrious descendant's 
Life of his ancestor, there ipay be some mistake on this point. Tet an 
equal errour is, perhaps, discernible In the text, as to the confutation, and 
finding mistfikes about ^Uhe judgmeqt and practice of antiquity.*' Fortunate- 
ly, it is a matter, on which little depends ; and the churches here would do 
wisely to allow, as a large part of the antipedobaptists in England are liberal 
enough to do, that the substance of Christianitjf is of infinitely higher impor* 
tance thap this fqrm of expressing our devotion to it, and thai a contro* 
f ersy, which cftnnot be settled, had better be dropped* 

9 Hingham Records show, that John Palmer came over in September. 
1636, and those of the colony, that he was made free 13 March, IQSd-^d* 
lipthin^ more of bii» U known by me. 
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they became soon, yet they were to taken with the ease and 
plenty of those countries, as many of them sold their estates here 
to transport themselves to Providence ; among whom the chief 
was John Humfrey, Esq. a gentleman of special parts of learning 
and activity, and a godly man, who had been one of the first 
beginners in the promoting of this plantation, and had laboured 
verj^ much therein. He, being brought low in bis estate, and 
havinfl many children, and being well known to the lords of 
Providence, and offering himself to their service, was accepted to 
be the next govemour. Whereupon he laboured much to draw 
men to join with him. This was looked ||at, both|| by the 
general court, and also by the elders, as an unwarrantable 
course ; for though it was thought very needful to further planta* 
tion of churches in the West Indies, and ail were willing to en- 
deavour the same ; yet to do it with disparagement of this coun- 
try, (for they gave out that they could not subsist here,) caused 
us to fear, that the Lord was not with them in this way. And, 
withal, some considerations were propounded to them by the 
court, which diverted some of them, and made others to pause, 
upon three points especially,; 1. How dangerous it was to bring 
up an ill report upon this good land, which God had found out 
and given to his people, and so to discourage the hearts of their 
brethren, &c. 2. To leave a place of rest and safety, to expose 
y themselves, their wives and children, to the danger of a potent 
enemy, the Spaniard. 3. Their subjection to such governours 
as those in England shall set over them, &c. Notwithstanding 
these considerations, divers of them persisted in their resolu- 
tions, and went about to get some ship or bark to tran3port 
them 5 but they were still crossed by the hand of God.^ 

Mo. 3. 17.] Joseph Grafton set sail from Salem, the 2d day 
in the morning, in a |pketch|| of about forty tons, (three men and 
a boy in her,) and arrived at Pemaquid (the wind easterly) upon 
the third day in the morning,^jEfhd there took in some twenty 

||npon|| /' IPCavyell 

1 ^^ That the Lord was not with them,^^ in their design to draw off peo- 
ple from Massachusetts to the West Indies for a permanent plantation, we 
inaj as confidently believe, as did Winthrop and the majority who remained ; 
yet it is desirable to disavow the nption, that their difficulties in the attempt 
prove, that they "were still crossed by his hand." 

' He had been made free at the general election in May, 1637. The re- 
lation in the text proves ^e prosperity of the plantation at Femaquid, no less 
than the activity of Grafton. In the next volume it will be seen^ that his 
vessel, carrying provbions to La Tour, was taken by D^Aulney, and the crew 
were very ill treated. Grafton died at Barbados, February, 1670. Desce&d- 
^ts are known, among whom is one of the same name in this city. 
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cows, oxen, &c. with hay and water for them, and came to an 
anchor in the bay the 6th^ day, about three after noon. 

It came over by divers letters and reports, that the * Lord 
Say did labour, by disparaging this country, to divert men from 
coming to us, and so to draw them to the West Indies ; and, 
finding that godly men were unwilling to come under other go- 
vernours than such as they should make choice of themselves, 
&c. they condescended to articles somewhat suitable to our 
form of government, although they had formerly declared 
themselves much against it, and for a ||meer aristocratie,|| and 
an hereditary magistracy to be settled upon some great per- 
sons, &c. 

The governour also wrote to the Lord Say about the report 
aforesaid, and therein showed his lordship, how evident it was, 
that God had chosen this country to plant his people in, and 
therefore how displeasing it would be to the Lord, and dange- 
rous to himself, to hinder this work, or to discourage men from 
supplying us, by abasing the goodness of the country, which he 
never saw, and persuadmg men, that here was no possibility of 
subsistence ; whereas there was a sure eround for his children's 
faith, that, being sent hither by him, either he saw that the land 
was a good land, and sufficient to maintain them, or else he 
intended to make it such, &c. To this letter his lordship re- 
turned answer, (not denying that which was reported of him, 
nor the evidence of the Lord's owning the worfe, but) alleging, 
that this was a place appointed only for a present refuge, &c. 
and that, a better place being now found out, we were all called 
to remove thither. 

[Very large blank.] 

||more ari8tocratic|| 

1 Days of the week, probably, are meant. The same scruple, which led to 
change of the months, caused the names of the days to be ofiensive, and in- 
duced the fathers to reckon the less, as well as greater divisions of time, by 
numerals. Adherence to this custom distinguishes the Quakers. 
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A 1. 
[Hie date of thb letter is uncertain ; probably as early as 1^1 or S.} 

My good Wife, 

I WROTE to thee this week by Ro^r Mather, but shall 
expect no other letter from thee, because of thy journey to Maplestedr 
from whence I hope thou art safely returned. Blessed be the Lord» 
our good God, who watcheth over us in all our ways to do us good, and 
to comfort us with his manifold blessings, not taking occasion by our 
sins to punish us as we deserve. Throng his mercy it is, that 1 con- 
tinue in health, and that, to my great joy, I hear well of thee and our 
family. The Lord teach us the right use of all his blessings, and so 
temper our affections towards the good things of this life, as oUr great- 
est joy may be, that our names are in the nook of life, that we have 
the good will of our heavenly Father, that Christ Jesus is ours, and 
that by him we have ri^t to all things. Then, come what will, we 
m^ have joy and con&lence. 

My sweet wife, — I am sorry that I cannot now appoint the time, 
that i hope to return, which cannot be the next Week ; though, it is 
like, my sister Fones,or some of her company, will come down tiien ; 
but you shall hear more tiie beginning of next week. 

For news I have but one to write of, but that will be more wel- 
come to thee than a great deal of other. My office is gone, and 
^ my chamber, and I shall be a saver in them both. So, as I hope, 
'^ we shall now enjoy each other again, as we desire. The Lord 
I teach us to improve our time and society to more use for our 
^ mutual comfort, and the good of our family, fcc. than before. 
It is now bed time ; but I must lie aloAe ; therefore I make less 
haste. Yet I must kiss my sweet wife ; and so, with my blessing to 
our children, and salutation to all our friends,^ I commend thee to 
the grace and blessing of the Lord, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

My brother D. and sister, and sister F. commend them to thee^ 

To hit very hmng wift^ Mrs. Wisthrof, ) 
ni her Mowfi tn €hr9ton. > 
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A 2. 

Dear Son, 

Though I have received no letters yet from you, I cannot pass 
by any opportunity, without some testimony of my fatherly affection, 
and care oi your welfare, for which respect I am content to have yoa 
absent from me in so far a distance ; for I know, that, in respect of 
yourself, patria ubicuncjue bene, and in respect of the Almighty, his 
power and providence is alike in all places ; and for mine own com- 
fort, it shall be in your prosperity and well-doing wheresoever. 

Because I cannot so oft put you in mind of those things, which 
concern your good, as if you were nearer to me, it must be jour care 
the better to observe and ruminate those instructions, which I give 
you, and the better to apply the other ^ood means, which yon have. 
Especially labour, by all means, to imprint in your heart the fear of 
God, and let not the fearful profaneness and contempt of ungodly 
itten diminish the reverent ana awful regard of his Great Majesty in 
your heart. But remember still, that the time is at hand, when they 
shall call the [mountains to3 hide them from the face of Him, whom 
now they slight and neglect, &c. 

I have written to you more larg^;^ by one Mr. Southwell, and now 
am at little leisure. When you wnte "back, let me know the state 
of your college, &c. aod how you like, &c., and remember my love 
to your reverend tutor. Tour ffrandfather, grandmother, «id mother, 
salute and bless you. Your brothers and sister are in health* (I 
praise God.) The Lord, in mercy, season your heart with his grace, 
and keep you from the lusts of youth aad the evil of the times. So 
I rest 

Your loving father. 



JOHN WINTHROP. 



GnoTOv, Atgust 6, 16^. 

To my beloved 5o», JOHir Wivthaop^ 
at the College in Dublin^ tPd. 



A 3. 

My beloved Son^ 

I BBSBECH the Lord to Mess thee wHIi grac« and peace. I 
mve him thanks for thy welfare, and hope, through his mercy, that 
fliis infirmity, which is now upon thee, i^all turn to thy health. I 
received two letters from thee* written (I perceive) in haste; btft 
they were welcome to me and the rest, to your grandmother, mother, 
&c, who all rejoice in your good liking. I sent you two letters, a 
good while since, which I hope will not miscarry, though they be 
long in going. The further you are from me, the more careftil I am 
of your welfare, both in body and soul ; the chief means whereof 
lyeth in your own endeavour. Your friends toay pray for you and 
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counsel you, but jro9r own diltfence and wttohluliress mtiat be added 
to Biftke you blessed. God nath provided yeu a liberal portiou ci 
outward good things. You must labour to use them sobeny, and te 
eoBsider, that your hanpiness lyeth not in meat» drink and bodily 
refreshiugs* but in the faTour of God for your part in a better Hfe. 
I purposra to send you. by this bearer, such bows as you writ for ; 
only Aristotle I cannot, because your uncle Fones is uot at London 
to buy it ; and I know not whetner you would have Latin or Greek. 
I purpose also to send you some cloth for a gown and suit; but for 
a study gown, you were best buy some coarse Irish cloth. I shall 
(if God will) write to you again by Mr. Olmsted. For the carriage 
of such things as 1 send you by John Hutton, you must remember to 
pay him, because I cannot tell here what they will come to^ I havo 
written to your uncle t^ send orer my seldifl^ If you see that he 
forget it, YOU may put him in mind. Your grandfather and grand-* 
mother will write to yoo. Your mother salutes you with her UessingSk 
We are aU in health, (I praise God.) Remember my love to jone 
good tutor. The Lora m mercy bless and keep yon, and direct and 
prosper your study. Amen, do I rest 

Your loving father, 

whn; winthrgp. 

Groton, dugu^ 31, 1622. 



• 



To my heloved 5on, JoKir Wivramop, 
of thti College near Dublin^ 



A 4. 
My dearly brfoved Son, 

I do usually begin aijid end my letters with that, which I 
would have the A and a of all thy thoughts and endeavours, vi& 
tl^e blessing of the Almighty to be upon tnee, not after the common 
valuation of God's blessings, like the warming of the sun to a hale, 
stirring body; but that blessing, which faith finds in the sweet 
promises of God and his free favour, whereby the soul hath a place 
of joy and refuge in all storms of adversity. I beseech the Lord to 
o^n thine eyes, that thou mayest see the riches of this ffrace, which 
will abate the account of all earthly vanities : and if it pTease hi|n to 
give thee once a taste of the sweetness of the true wisdom, which is 
from above, it will season thy studies, and ^ve a new temper to thy 
soul. Remember, therefore, what the wisest saith. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Lay this foundation, and thou 
shalt be wise indeed. 

I am very glad to hear, that you like so well in Ireland. If your 
profiting in learning may be answerable, it will ipuch increase my 
comfort I was not greatly troubled to hear that your body did 
break out, bat rather occasioned to bless God, that sent you so good 
a means of future health. I must needs acknowledge the great care 
and kindness of your uncle and aunt towards you. It may be much 

43 VOL. I. 
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to your good, if 700 be carefnl to make r^t use of it, as I hope ym 
do; fori hear you love jour stadj welL Yoa mast have special 
care, that 70a be not ensnared witfi the lasts of yoath, which are 
commonlj covered under the name of recreations. Ice. [ remember 
the counsel of a wise man, Qoidquid ad volaptatis seminanara 
pollulat, Tenenum pnta. Think of it, (dear son,) and especiaUy that 
of Paul to Timotbj, Exhort joang men that thej be sober mindfed. 

I sent jou some books hj J. Uutton. I could not then buy the 
rest, nor such cloth, &c which I would have sent you, because your 
uncle Fones was not then in London ; and i have no friend else, that 
I can make bold with. I have now a piece of cloth to make your 
doublet and hose, if I can send it by Mr. Olmested ; if not, then 
desire your uncle to fit you there ; it is only some little more in the 
price ; and I have found, that, except one send by some friend, the 
carriace and custom (besides tiie hazard) costs so much, as there will 
be litUe saved. You may line your gown with some warm baize, 
and wear it out, for else you will soon ou^row it ; and if you be not 
already in a frieze jerkin, I wish you to get one speedily ; and how- 
soever you clothe yourself when you stir, yet be sure to keep warm 
when you study or sleeps 1 send you no money, because you may have , 
of your uncle what you need. 1 nope you will be honestly frugal, and 
have respect to my^eat charge and small means, which 1 shall wil- 
lingly extend to th# utmost to do you good. Your grandfather, 
grandmother and mother salute and bless you. We all, with your 
brothers and sister, are in health, (I praise 6od.^ Forth is at Bury ; 
but he fell so between two forms, as he had like, between both, to 
have fallen back to fioxford. 

Your uncle Gostlin and aunt are in health, and he means to write 
to you. Your good host and hostess at Bury inquire much of you, 
ana desire always to be remembered to you; so did your master 
there, when I last saw him. 

I purpose to write two or three lines to your good tutor, in 
token of my thankful acceptance of his loving pains with you. 

We are daily in expectation of Mr. Olmested's coming by us, who 
appointed to have set forth on his journey above a fortnight since ; 
otherwise I had adventured some letters by London before this, 
thouffh we received none from you since John Button came to us. 

I near not yet of my gelding. It will be fit, thlat, at the quar- 
ter's end, (if your uncle forget it,) you ask him money for your 
tutor. The Lord bless you ever. So I rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

October 16, 1622. 

Commend me to Mr. Downes the stationer. 

To my beloved Son^ ^ JoHir Wiitthrop, at > 
THnity College in Dublin^ Ireland^ d^d, > 
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A 5. 

My sweet Wife, 

Blessed be God, bj whose providence and protection I am 
come safe to London. Here I find them all in health, and a great 
deal of kind welcome ; only thy company is wanting, which they 
much desire. 

I doubt my brother's coming to Ipswich will be deferred till the 
spring; for Mr. Hore (who should hire his house) and he are broken 
off.* Thus man purposeth, but God disposeth. O, that we could 
learn, at len^h, to trust his wisdom, love, power, &c. and cast our 
care upon him, and leave our own carnal wisdom, fear, confidence, 
&c. Then should it go well with us assuredly ; then should wa 
have our rest in that true peace, which passeth understanding. But 
it is our wretched infidelity that keeps good things from us. Let us, 
therefore, pray earnestly, and labour for this precious faith; it will 
recompense all our cost. 

For such news as is here, this bearer can sufficiently inform you, 
and so may spare my labour ; and, besides, I am hasted into the 
city about my business. When I shall return, I cannot yet tell, but 
thy love will make me lose no time. Therefore, for the present, with 
my brother's and sister's kind salutations to thee and to my parents, 
to whom I commend my love and duty, I heartily commend thee 
and our little ones, and all our family, tq the gracious protection and 
blessing of the Lord. So I rest 

Thy faithful, loving husband, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

London, October 19, 1622. 



A 6, 

My dear Son, 

I RECEIVED your letters, with the bill of charges inclosed, &c. 
I bless God for the continuance of vour health, but especially for 
the good seed of his true fear, which I trust is planted, and grows 
daily in ^ou. I perceive you lose not your time, nor neglect your 
study, which, as it will be abundantly fruitful to my comfort, so 
mucn more to your own future and eternal happiness, and especially 
to the glory of him, who hath created you to this purpose. I pray 
continually, that God will please to establish your heart, and bless 
these good beginnings. For the money, which you have spent, I will 
pay it, and wliat else your uncle shall appoint me, so soon as I re- 
ceive my rents. And for your expenses, seeing I perceive you are 
considerate of my estate, I will have as sreat r^ard of ^ours ; and 
so Ions as your mind is limited to a sober course, I will not limit - 
your allowance less than to tlie uttermost of mine own estate. So as, * 
if £Z0 be too little, (as I always accounted it,) you shall have £30 ; 
jand when that shall not suffice* you ^hall have more* Onlj ^o\d a 
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sober and frugal course, (yet without baseness,) and I wiH shorten my- 
self to enlarge you. For jrour apparel, desire your uncl^ to furnish 
you for this present ; and, if 1 can find out a means to send you 
tfainn against winter at a nore easy rate, 1 will provide for you, as I 
would have done before this, but that I thought (the charges of send^ 
ing and hazard considered) you were as good provide them there. 
Your mother is lately delivered of another son, (his name is Deane^ 
and is reasonable well, (I praise God,) with your grandmother,^ 
brothers, sister, uncle and aunt Oostlin, &c. ; but your grandfather is 
Tery weak, and (we fear) in bis last sickness. They all salute you, 
ana njoice in your welfare. Goodman Hawes was here, and salutes 
you also. Remember my love to your tutor, &c. The Lord bless 
you always. Amen. 

Tour loving father, 

J. WINTHROP. 

I wrote to you lately, and to your uncle and aunt ; ands since, I 
wrote another letter to your aunt. 

March 25, 16SS. 

To my heUivtd Swh Johs Wurraaor, at Triniiy > 
C9%e, inJhtkliu^ d'd^ /reJ«nd..,.RecM AprU 26. S 



A 7. 

Son John, 

Ths blessing of the Lord be upon thee, and upon thy 
studies unto a most happy success. I received divers letters from 
thee since Christ-tide, and 1 have written three. I hope thou 
hast received them before this. I bless God, and am heartily re- 
freshed to hear of thy health and good liking; especially to see 
tb4ise seeds of the fear of God, wJbtch (I hope and mily pray) will 
arise to timely fruit He, who hath begun that good n you, will 
perfect it unto the day of the Loord Jesus ; only you roust be cos^ 
stanl and fervent in the use of the means, and yet trust only to 
God's blessing. 

I was purposed to defer writing to you till your uncle Gostlin 
should have came} but his journey oein^ put off on the sudden, I am 
enforced to borrow of the night to write these few Hues unto thee. 
CoQceming ^y charges, I have written my mind in a former letter ; 
bnt^ lest tbit hath miscarried, know that my good persuasion of thy 
tender regard of my estate, and confidence of a sober course, shafi 
make rae to extend myself to the farthest of my ability for thy Vfi^p 
be it £30 per annum, or more, if occasion be. And though I liave 
sent over no money all this time, it was not through my n^lect of 
thee, but upon that assurance, which I had of thy uncle and aunt their 
care of thee, he himself willing me to send no money till he sent finr 
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it ; and now» since Mr. Good is dead, 1 know not to whom to pay it 
But make «iyou no question, for (God willing^ I will dischai^ every 
eroat. And for your apparel and books, I fina it so difficult and trou- 
blesome, &c. to send things over, as 1 would wish you to provide there 
for the present 

I have written to your uncle of the changje, that it hath pleased the 
Lord to make in our familj.^ The Lord give us and you to make a 
right use of it Time will not permit me to write more. Your 
srandmother and mother salute and bless you. Remember me very 
kindly to your good tutor and Mr. Dovmes, &c. 

Your loving father, 

J. WINTHROP. 

Jipril £0, I6£d. 

Send me word, in your next, how Mr. Olmsted and that plantar ^ 
tion prospers. I wish oft Ood would open a way to settle me in 
Ireland, if it might be for his glory there. 

Commend me to my little cousins, and to my ^^-daughter, 8u» 
sannah Mitton, to Richard, and the rest of the fiimily. 

Te «if loving Son, John Whtthrop, > 
at the CaUege in Dublin^ Ireland. \ 



A S. 

My well beloved Sob, 

I REOEivED thy letters of the S6 of May this 26 of June; 
and, the messenger being presently to return, I cannot satisfy myself 
in writing to thee as i desire. Let it suffice for the present that I 
humbly praise oor heavenly Father for his ereat mercy towards thee, 
in all respects ; especially for the hope, which I conceive, that he hath 

J leased to make thee a vessel of glory for thy salvation in Christ 
esus. And I heartily r^oice, that he hath withdrawn thy mind from 
the love of those woridljr vanities, wherewith the most part*of youth 
are poisoned, and hath given thee to disbem of, and exercise thyself 
in, tnings that are of true worth. I see by your epistle, that you nave 
not spent this year p^t in idleness, but have profited even beyond 
my expectations. The Lord grant that thy soul may still prosper in 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ and in the strength of the Spirit as 
thy mind is strengthened in wisdom and learning ; for this gives the 
true lustre and beauty to all gifts, both of nature and industry, and 
is as wisdom with an inheritance. I am sure, before this, you have 
knowledge of that which, at the time when you wrote, you were ig- 
norapt of, viz. the departure of your grandfather ;' (for I wrote over 

1 This refers^ probably, to the death of Gov. Winthrop^s father. 
9 Adam^ born IQ Auguit, 1648. 
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twice since.) He hath finished his course, and is sathered to his peo^ 

5le in peace, as the ripe corn into the barn. He thought long for the 
ay of his dissolution, and welcomed it most dladl j. Thus is he gone 
before, and we roust go after in our time. This advantage he nath 
of Hs, he shall not see the evil, which we may meet with ere we go 
hence. Happj those, who stand in good terms with God and their 
own conscience : Thej shall not fear evil tidings ; and in all changes 
they shall be the same. 

The rest of us (I praise God) are in health. Your grandmother 
and mother salute and bless you in the Lord. We all think long to 
see you ; and, it is like, mySelf shall (if it please God) go over to you» 
before I shall be willing you should take so great a journey, and be so 
long withdrawn from your happy studies to come to us. It satisfiieth 
me, that I know you are well, and can want nothing, and that (I be- 
lieve) God blesses you. 1 shall continue to pray for you, and will not 
be wanting, to my power, to further your good in every thing ; and 
know this, that no distance of place, or length of absence, can abate 
the affection of a loving father towards a dutiful, well-deserving 
child. And in that I have not sent you money all this time, it is 
upon that assurance, which I have of your uncle's and aunt's care of 
you, and his free offer to forbear me till he should send. But I have 
written to him to receive £30, or £40, of some of Dublin, who have 
occasion to use money in London, and they shall not fail to receive 
it again at my brother Fones his f^house,] upon the first demand. 
For Cooper's Dictionary,^ I will send it you so soon as I can ; but 
it is so difficult and hazardable, (especially now, since Mr. Good died,) 
as I cannot tell how to convey tliat, or any thing else to thee. Re- 
member my kind love to your good tutor. And so, in haste, I end ; and, 
beseeching daily the Lord Jesus Christ to be with thee and bless 
thee, I rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

Grotok, June 26, 1623. 

To my [torn off] John Wihthrop, at Trinity > 
College in Dtiblin^ Ireland. „,Kec^d Aug. the 1st. > 



A 9. 
My dear Son, 

The Lord bless thee, and multiply his graces in thee, to the 
building up of that good work, which (1 well hope) is truly besun in 
thee, and wherein I rejoice daily, and bless God, who hath pleased 
to call thee and keep thee in that good course, which yields hope to 
«all the friends of thy future happiness. Be watchful, good son, and 
remember, that, though it be true, in some cases, that principium est 

1 This dictionary is now iu the library of the Historical Society. 
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dimidium totiug. Vet, in divinity, he who hath attained beyond the 
middest, must still think himselt to have but new begun ; for, through 
the continual instigation of Satan, and our own proneness to evil, we 
are always in danger of bein^ turned out of our course ; but God 
will preserve us to the end, it we trust in him, and be guided by his 
will. 

1 received no letters from you since that in Latin, wherein you 
wrote for Cooper's Dictionary, which I sent you since by London ; 
and 1 have wrote twice since. I purpose to send by this bearer, 
Samuel Gostlin, a piece of Turkey grogram, about ten ^ards, to make 
you a suit; and 1 shall have a piece of g;ood cloth against winter, to 
make you a gown ; all my care is how to get it well conveyed. I 
would have sent you some other things, with some remembrancers to 
your aunt and cousins, but that the occasion of sending this messenger 
was so sudden as I could not provide them. If your uncle come 
over to Chester, you may come with him, and there I hope to see 
you. Be directed by him and your tutor; for, though I much desire to 
see you, yet I had rather hear of your welfare than hazard it. And 
if your uncle mean to come further than Chester, I would wish you 
not to come over now, for I am not willing you should come to 
Groton this year, except your uncle shall much ciesire your company. 
Remember my kind love to your good tutor, and to Mr. Downes, and 
excuse me to your aunt, that 1 write not to her, for I have not 
leisure; and, it occasion be, impart my joy in her safe deliverance, 
which we long much to hear of. What remains, this bearer can in- 
form you of aU our affairs. Put him in mind (as from me) to be sober, 
and t)eware of company. Your grandmother and mother salute and 
bless you ; your uncle Gostlin and aunt salute you ; your master at 
Bury, (to whom I wish you to write at leisure,) your good host and 
hostess, salute you also. — Vale. 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

GROTaN, Mgust 1% 16£3. 

You shall receive by Samuel a twenty-two shilling piece, if he 
luive not occasion to spend it by the way. 

[The gvpcrgcription of this letter is wanting.} 



A 10. 
My well beloved Son, 

I BESEECH our God and heavenly Father, through Christ, io 
bless thee ; and 1 humbly praise his holy name for his ereat mercy 
towards thee hitherto, which is a great occasion of my rejoicing : For 
there is nothing in this world, that can be like cause of private comfort 
to me as to see the welfare of my children ; especially when I may 
have hope, that they belong to Christ, and increase his kingdom, and 
that I shall meet them in glory, to enjoy them in lite eternal, when 
this shade of life shall be vanished. Labour (my dear son) to have 
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in hit^t eftteem the favour of this God, whose blessing is better 
than afet and reacheth to eternity. Make him thy joy, bj trusting ia 
him with all thj heart; and nourish the peace of a pure cxmscience ia 
an undefiled bodv. I am glad also to hear, that thou declinest tha 
evil companjr and manners of the place thou livest in, and foUowest 
thy study with sood fruit Go on, and God will still prosper thee. 
To fall back wilibe far worse than never to have begun ; but i hope 
better of thee. Your grandmother, mother, brothers and sister are 
in health, (1 praise God.) How we do all here at London, this 
bearer can tell you. Your uncle (Fones) wishes well to you. I 
would have you write him a Latin epistle at your leisure. You must 
be careful to visit your aunt, and help her to be cheerful in this time 
of your uncle's absence. Commend me heartily to your reverend 
tutor ; and think not of seeing England till yoa nuy bring a hood at 
your back. 

It shall satisfy me, in the mean time, to hear of your welfare, 
wUch I daily pray for. And so I commend thee to the Lord, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

LoN]>ON, October Sd, 1623. 

I send two books by Richard. One of them is for your aunt ; ihe 
other for yourself Read it over and again* and God give a blessing 
with it 

To my bthved Son, John Wisthrof, at Trinity \ 
CoUege in Ihihlin^ Inland, (iV....RecM Nov. 14, 1623. \ 



A 11. 

[A fragment of a letter.] 

I SENT you in January last the books, which you wrote for. 
Imagines Deorum is very dear and hard to get. I could not find a 
second in London. It is a book that may be of some use, for the 
praise and antiquity of the monuments, abused by the superstition of 
succeeding times; but you must read it with a sober mind ^ and 
sanctified heart Your grandmother and mother are in health, (I 
bless God,) and do salute and bless you. Your brothers and sister, 
and the rest of your friends, are likewise in health ; only Adam hath a 
sore ague. Let me hear, by your next, how your aunt bears this 
l(Hig absence of your uncle, and how things agree in Ireland, at 
Mont Wealy, and elsewhere; and what success haiii been of the 
/ proclamation. Our parliament here is b^n with exceeding much 
comfort 9bA hqie. The treaty about the Spanish match is nx>w con- 
cluded, by king, prince and parliament, to be at an end ; and, it is very 
like, we shall not hold long with S])ain. The Duke of Richmond and 
Lenox died suddenly that momins the prliament should haive 
b^iun. Hie Duke of Buckingham hath quit hunself worthily, and 



S^en great tetisfkction to tl^e pBrHaiVient. GoA 9&x^ ti good end t6 
ese nappy b^nninss. ThisT beai%F com^s suddenly upon me, and 
18 but a strainer. Tnerefore I end; and', with hvin^ salutations to 
your reverend tutor, and your khtd friend, his substitute, with Mr. 
Bownes; your Kttle cousins, Richisrd, Ste. I rest 

Your lofing father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 
Groton, Mareh 7, 1623. 

TV my loving Svn^ Johk Wnrriueor, ai Triniiy College^ > 
in Dublin^ Ireland^ d^d....Kec^d Marehr 29, 1624. ( 



A 12* 

Most dear and loTmg Husband , 

I OANMOT express my love to you, as I desm, in these poor, 
lifeless lines ; but I do heartily wish you did see my heart, how 
true and faithful it is to you, and how mach I do desire to be 
always with you, to enjoy the sweet comfort of your presence, and 
those helps from you in spiritual and temporal duties, which I am 
so unfit to perform without you. It makes me to see the want of vou, 
and wish myself With you. But I desire we mav be guided by God 
in all our ways, who is able to direct us for the best ; and so I will 
wait upon him with patience, who is all-sufficient for me. I shall 
not need to write much to you at this time. My brother Gostiing 
can tell you any thing by word of mouth. I praise God, we are 
all here m health, as you left us, and are slad to hear the same 
of you and all the rest of our friends at London. My mother and 
myself remember our best love to you, and all the rest. Our children 
remember their duty to you. And thils, desiring to be remembered 
in your |)rajrers, I bid my good husband good night Little Samuel 
thinks it is time for me to go to bed ; and so I beseech the Lord to 
keep you in safety, and us all here. Farewell, my sweet husband. 
Your obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

[Probably 1624 or 1626.] 



A 13« 
Mj good Son, 

I RBOEivBD your letter, and do bless God for the continuance 
of your health and of all our good friends at London ; biit I had no 
letters from any of them. For the matter which you write of, I can 
give you no advice; for I must deal plainly and faithfully with all 
men, and especially with my inward friends. So it is, that I have 

44 VOL, I. 
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had lately some speech with my cousin Waldegrave^ about matching^ 
you with his younger dau^ter, which I have referred to your owa 
liking ; but yet 1 cannot in honesty enter treaty for another till be 
hath some determinate answer. It is a reliedous and a worshipful 
family ; but how the woman will like you, i know not, for she is 
somewhat crooked. I will neither persuade you to that, nor dissuade 
you from this or any other, which you shall desire, that may be fitting; 
for my estate, and hopeful of comn>rt to you, which is not to be judg- 
ed of only by wealth and person, but by meet parts and godly edu- 
cation. 1 trust you will mind well that saying, Deliberandum est 
diu, quod statuendum est semel. 

1 praise God, we continue all in health, as yon leff: us, and, when 
you are weary of London, will be glad to see you and your sister at 
home ; but take your own time before the holidays. Your grand- 
mother and mother salute and bless you and your sister. Your 
mother thanks you for the things, which you sent her. Remember 
US very kindly to your uncles and aunts, and to all our cousins and 
good friends. The good Lord guide, protect and bless you in all 
your ways. 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

•November 21, 1626. 

I pray buy me a pair of stirrup stocks, the warmest you can get ; 
and when you go near the bridge, on Fish Street Hill dwells one, 
that sells lines and packthreads-buy some lines to raise up the 
long net, and some packthread to do it. A hair line were best for 
the leads. 

To my loving Son^ Jojut Wiitthrop, i^d* 



A 14. 

Mjr good Son, 

I WROTE the last week so far as my paper Would feach. I 
hope you received my letters, which I desire to understand from 
you, for Jarvice his man had them. I bless God for your health and 
welfare; but we now think long to have you at home, for your 
brother is to return to Cambridge, and then we shall be alone ; but 
if there be any good occasion to stay you still, I will not urge your 
hasty return. Touching the matter of Air. Pettuall, (though I can 
give no direct answer where nothing is propounded, yet) thus much in 
general, where 1 may have more money, I can depart with the more 
land. I pray God give you wisdom and ^race to discern of meet 
gifts and disposition, that may promise hope of a comfortable life in 
the fear of God; otherwise "(if you can so content your own mind) 
you were best live as you are. But I commit this, and all other oiir 
affairs, to tlie only wise providence of our heavenly Father. 
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We have had much ado for a minister, since Mr. Simonds refus^ 
it, Groton church did not afford such variety of ^fts in diVers years 
before. We have many suitors, that would take it at a mean rate ; 
but for such as are worthy, all the difficulty is to get maintenance 
enough. We are now (by God's providence) like to fasten upon a 
godly man, one Mr. ^Lea, a curate at Denston in Suffolk, a man of 
Yery sood parts, but of a melancholick constitution, yet as sociable 
and full of good discourse as I have known. All the parish are very 
earnest with me to take him ; but I have taken a little respite, be- 
cause he is but a stranger to me, but well known to divers in the 
town. He was Mr. Simonds's pupil. I purpose to send up £10 for 
iny A. B. if I can hear of any nt party ; if not, you should receive 
some money of your uncle Uownins for Mr. John Brande. Lay out 
£10 of that, and 1 will restore it, for I have the money by me. Be 
not known to any body of any money you receive for Mr. Brande ; 
but fail not to write me word this week of the receipt of it You 
may speak to your uncle about it, lest he should forget it Mr. 
Rogers hath set Ibrth a little book of faith. Bay it. I want a pair 
of plain, ordinary' knives,' and some leaf tobacco and piped. You 
mav buy these things at your leisure ; as likewise some packthread 
and lines, hemp ones, ifyou will. Your grandmother and mother 
salute and bless you* The good Lord bless you ever, FarewelU 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

January 9, 1626. 

I should have sent up some fowls this week, if they had been fat, 

To my loving Son, John Winthrop, at the House ) 
of Jlfr. Dounving, at the Sign of the Bishop, over \ 
against the Conduit, in Fleet Street, London, d^d» j 
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My good Son, 

I REOEivED your letter from Gravesend, and do bless God 
for your safe arrival there ; but I heard not from you since, which 
I impute to the sudden departure of your captain out of the Downs 

1 He was afterwards settled tbere< The name was William Leigh. I have 
had a letter of IS May, 1628, from him at Groton ^^ to the worshipful, his most 
loving patron, John Winthrop, Esq. at London," announcing the birth of a 
son, and his baptism, by the name of John, on Sunday preceding, at which 
Mrs. Winthrop, our governour's wife, stood godmother. Calamy calls him 
fellow of Christ College, Cambridge, and says, he was ^^ 9, serious, 8ingle<* 
hearted man, of good abilities, very laborious in the work of the ministry ; 
one of the classis of Manchester. He was grievously afflicted with the stone, 
which at. last cut him off in 1664, about fifty years of age. He wrote ai^ 
English elegy on the death of Dr. Samuel Bolton, and one in Latin on the 
death of Mr. Bright of Emanuel," There is an errour, manifestly, either iv^ 
kiB age, or time of his death. 
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upon tiie duke) oonuw thither. B«t I hope to hear from you 
soon, for I long to unueretaJOil bow you $u*e, and whut entertain- 
ijnent you find with your captaVs, that accpnUn^y I may be stirred 
up to prayer for you, and to bless God for hjs Bicrcies jtowardp^ 
you. I know not what further advice to give you, thai> you havje 
already received, afid your. own observation, upon occasion, shall 
direct you. Only be careful to seek the Lord in the first placie, and 
vrith all earnesinesSi as be who is only able to )s:eep you in all 
perils, and to give you (ayour in the sight of those, who may Ik» 
instruments of your, welfare ; and account it a great point of wisi- 
doni, . to keep .diligent watch over yourself, that you may neither 
be Infected by the evil conversation of any, that you may be forced 
to converse with, neither tbat your own speech or behaviour be any 
just occasion to hurt or ensnare you. Be not radh, upon ostent&f 
tioo of valour, to adventure yourself to unnecessary dangers; but^ 
if you be*Iawfully called, let it appear, that you hold your Ufe for 
him, wlvo gave it you, and will preserve it unto the &rthes^ period of 
bis own holy decree. For you may be resolved, that, Aviiile voi| 
keep in your way, all the cannons or enemies in the world shaU 
not be able to shorten your days one minute. For my part, as ^ 
father, who desires your welfare as mine own, I cease not daily 
to commend you to God, beseeching him to preserve^ prosper an4 
bless ytMi, that I may receive you again in peace, and have assu-!- 
ranee of enjoying ypu in a better life, when your course here shall be 
finished. Your friends here (I praise God) are all in health, and are 
daily mindful of you* Let me hear from you so soon and oft as yoa 
may conveniently. Remei^ber my Ipve and service tp your g^od 
captain. The Lord bless you ever. So I rest 

^our lovins father, 

JOHN WINTHROP, 
. London, June 6, IGSr. 

To msf loving Son, John Winthrpp, attending^ 
upon Capt. Best, in hi* JUajestjf^s Ship the Due \ 
AepuUt, 0/ PortsmoiUh, (Pd» ) 

[The Duke of Puckingh^m jailed from PoFtomouth 27 iHUe,] 
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Mine own dear Hearty 

I PRAISE God, we are all in health at Chelmsford this mom* 
ing. My son F. came to us last night about ten of the clock. Our 
two boys are lusty travellers, and God's providence hath fitted theni 
with so good means for their carriage, as' we could not desire better. 
I thank thee for thy kind tokens. 1 have nothing to return theie but 
love and prayers for thee and thine. The blessing of the Lord bo 
upoa th^e apd themt My son H^n. must go by Slaple^ted, Pray 
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bim to call i9 mj l^roOier >Tia4iiie far £)00, and bring it with 
hinu It is in soifd. Sena Jobn UArduige when thou wilt. Com* 
sie!nd U8 to ^llour Mends, broth. 6. ami sifter, Mr. Lieigh, good<* 
wife Cole, ali at Castleios, and all that love us* We all here salute 
you all. You must divide i^ at leisure, with my love and bless* 
ingto all our children apd thjs rest, indoor family. Farewell, mj 
sweet wife, and be of good cqmfort. The Lord is with us. nt 
bath sent his servants to bless U8» and we sfasH be blessed. Kiss 
me, my swe^ wife. Farewell. 

Thy fai<iif¥l husband, 

JO- WINTHBOP. 
This Saturday morning. 

A'ov. 162t. STo J^rs. Marg. Wiitthrop, > 

Qt Chroton, vjith hasU. > * 



A 17. 
Loving Son, 

I RECEIVED your letter, and I bless God for your wel&re, 
beting of him daily, tha^ your soal may prosper as jour body dotii ; 
and if this care be in your heart, (as I hope it is,) you Uiall do 
well, for this rule God hath set us to walk by, — firdt to seek the 
kingdom of heaven, then will he see to us for other things. So as 
I dare avouch it for infallible truth, that he who doth otherwise 
takes a preposterous course to happiness, and shall not prosper. 
Should not a man trust his Maker, and rest upon the counsel of 
his Father, before all other things P Should not the promise of the 
holy Lord, the God of truth, be Sieved above all carnal, false fears 
una shallow ways of human wisdom ? It is just with God to har- 
den men's hearts in their distrust of his faithfulness, because they 
dare not rely upon him. But such as will roll their ways upon 
the Lord, do find him always as good as his word. I bless his 
name, we all continue in healthy and this day I expect your brother 
from Cambridge. I wish you could meet with some safe means to 
send to your nrother H^ry. I have found two sturdy youths, that 
would ^o to him. If Capt Powell return not soon, I shall fear he 
hath miscarried, and then shall we see God's providence, that your 
brodier returned not with him. 



1 Sir John Tindal, a master in chancerj, was, probably, the father of thin 

fentleman and of Gov. Winthrop's third wife. He was assassinated IS 
Tovember, 1616, for making a report against a suitor, in a cause of compara- 
tivelj trifling amount. The murderer was examined 16 November, and the 
next day hanged himself in prison. See the Works of Bacon, Lord Chan* 
eellor, V. 468-456, and VI, 133, 
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I cannot come up till the week after Easter; but you may know 
Mr. Featherstone's resolatidn in the mean time. I pray, inquire 
how thin^ go in the parliament, and write to me of them ; but 
things which are doubtiiil, let pass. If the commission for the navy 
be dissolved, what employment hath your captain then ? for it seems 
he was lately put into it. When you see him or her, commend me 
kindly to them. 

We want a little tobacco. I had very good, for seven shillings a 
pound, at a grocer's, by Holbum Bridge. There be two shops to^ 
eether. It was at that which is farthest from the bridge, towards the 
Conduit If you tell him, it is for him that bought half a pound of 
Yerina and a pound of Virginia of him last term, he will use you 
well. Send me half a pound of Virginia. I would gladly hear of a 
chamber in the Temple, or in some other convenient place ; for that 
I have is much too dean 

I have many letters to write : therefore T end ; and, with my love 
and blessing to you, I commend you to the protection and good 
government of the Lord, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

March 18, 1627, 

I think to seqd my brother Downing a greyhounds 

To my loving Son^ John Wiitthiiop, at the House ) 
of Mr, Downingy near the Conduit^ in Fleet Street^ > 
l^mdon^ d*d. J 
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My good Sister,* '' 

I HAVE been too long silent to you, considering mine own 
consciousness of that great debt, which I owe you for your love and 
much kindness to me and mine. But, I assure you, it is not througli 
want of good will to you ; but having many letters to write weekly* I 
take my ease, to include you in my brother's. 

I partake with you in that aiBiction, which it pleaseth the Lord still 
to exercise you and my good brother in. I know God hath so fitted 
and disposed your mind to bear troubles, as your friends may take 
the less care for you in them. He shews you more love, in enabling 
you to bear them comfortably, than you could apprehend in the free- 
dom from them. Go on cheerfully, (my ^ood sister,) let experience 
add more confidence still to your patience. Peace shall come. 
There will be a bed to rest in> large and easy enough for you both."^ 
It is preparing in the lodging appointed for you in your Father's 
house. He that vouchsafeth to wipe the sweat from nis disciples' 
feet, will not disdain to wipe the tears from those tender, affectionate 
eyes* Because you have been one of his mourners in the house of 
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tribulation, you shall drink of the cup of joy» and be clothed with 
the garment of gladness, in the kingclom of his glory. The former 
things, and evil, will soon be passed ; but the good to come shall 
neither end nor change. Never man saw heaven, but would have 
passed through hell to come at it. Let this suffice as a test of my 
true love to you, and of the account I make of the happiness of ^our 
condition. I commend you to his good grace, who is all-sufficient; 
and so, with my mother's, my wife's and mine own salutation to youiv 
self, and my good brother, and all my cousins, I rest 

Your loving brother, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
March 25, 1628. 

I pray remember my love to your brother, Mr. Burgesse. 
I pray tell my brother, that his tenant Gage desires him to foi«- 
bear him £10 till Whitsuntide. 

To my very loving Si^ter^ Mrs. FoirESf at her > 
Hoiue in the Old Bailey^ London^ d*d, ) 



A 19- 

Bon John, 

I RSOSIVE0 your letter and the books you sent, for which t 
do thank you. . I bless God for the continuance of your health and 
welfare, which, through his mercy, we all here also enjoy ; only myself 
have a sore hand, which makes me that I cannot write. For the 
note, which you mentioned in your letter, I received it not. I desire 
to hear from you concerning Mr. Featherstone^s resolution, and 
whether you have inquired out a chamber for me, or else to. take or- 
der, that I may have that I had before. I pray send me down six of 
Mr. Eeerton's cattle. For the stuff for the gowns, you may buy it of 
some olive colour, or such like. Either let there be several colours, or 
else the velvet for the capes of several colours. Remember us all to 
your uncles and aunts and the rest of our friends. Pray your uncle 
Downing to send me an answer of my last week's letter, and thank 
your aunt Downing for her kind love and prayers, and excuse my ttot 
writing to them all, for my hand is so as I am not able. Your grand- 
mother and mother salute and bless you. So, with my love and 
blessing to you, I commend you to the protection, direction and good 
providence of our heavenly Father, and rest 

Your loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

March SI, 1628- 

To my very loving Son^ John Wiitthrof, ) 
d^d^ London. > 



*/ 



S5S APPENDIX. 

A SO. 

Son John, 

I RECEIVED your letter, witfi the things you sent I do praise 
God for the continuance of your health and welfare. For nlyself, 
my hand is so ill as I know not when I shall be able to travel. It 
hath pleased God to make it a sharp affliction to me. I hope he will 
dispose it for my good, and, in his due time, send me deliverance. 
For your journey intended, seeing you have a resolution to go to sea, 
I know not where you should go with such religious company, and 
under such hope of blessing ; only I am loath you should think of 
settling there, as yet, but to be goin^ and coming are best, and after- 
ward to do as God shall offer occasion. You may adventure some- 
what in the plantation at the. present, atnd hereafter- more, as God 
shall give enlargement. If iMr. Featherstone will not deal, I wilt 
look no further ; but your uncle Fones shall have it, and the odd £50 
may be for your occasions^ Commend me heartily to all your uncles 
ana aunts. Desire them to be mindful of me in their prayers. Thank 
your aunt Downing for her kind letter. Tell her I see she now 
means to work upon the advantage in setting me upon the score for 
letters when I want my hand to free myself. Put your uncle Down- 
ing in mind again of my chambei^, and tell him, that this day my 
brother Gostling and another shall go about the business he did write 
of. Tell him also, that Peter Alston is dead. Commend itie to 
Edward, and desire him to get me out a privy seal against John Car- 
ver Clarcke and Eliza his wife, at the suit of Mr. Attorney, on the 
behalf of Thomas Foule. In the business concerning your voyage, I 
pray be advised by your uncle and other your worthy friends, who are 
experienced in the^e affairs ; but, above all, seek direction and blessing 
fi*om God. And so, being forced to use another's pen, so as I am not 
at that freedom to write as I would, I end ; and, with your gran<^ 
mother^ and mother's salutation and blessing u6to you, I commend 
you to the eracioue providence, direction and rich blessiiig of the 
Almighty. Tarewell. 

Tour loving father, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

Jipril 7, 1628. 

As soon as I am able to stir about the hoCise, I will lock out those 
geometrical instruments and books, and send them unto you, and any 
liing^else that you will write for. 

To his loving Son^ Mr. Johw Wiwthrop, at ) 
Mr, Pones*s Howe in tht Old Bailey j London^ d*d, > 
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My iDOst sweet HnsbaDd, 

How d^rly welcome iSt\y Vind letter ivas to me, t am not 
hble to express. The sweetness of it did much refresh mc. What 
can be more pleasing to a wife, than to heat of the welfare (^ her 
best beloved, and how h^ is pleased with her poor endeavours ! I 
blush to hear myself commended, knowing my own watts. But it 
is jour love that conceives the best, and makes all things seem better 
than they are. f wish that I may be always pleasin^ to tiiee, and 
that those comforts We have in each other may be daily increased, ad 
iar as they be pleasing to God. I will use that speecli to thee, that 
Abigail did to David, I will b^ a servant to wash the feet of mj 
lord. I will do any service wherein I liiay please my good hus^ 
band. I confess I cannot do enough for thee ; but thou art pleased to 
accept the will for the deed, and rest contented. 

I nave many reasons to make me love thee, whereof t Will name 
tWo : First, because thou lovest God | and, secondly, because that 
thou lovest me. If these two were wanting, all the rest would bd , 
eclipsed. But I must leave this discourse, and go about my house- 
hold affairs. I am a bad housewife to b^ so long from them ; but I 
must needs borrow a little time to talk with thee, my sweet heart 
The term is more than half done* I hope thy business draws to an 
end. It will be but two or three weeks before I see thee^ though 
they be Ions ones. God will bring us together in his ^ood time ; for 
\rhich time 1 shall pray. I thank the Lora, We are all in health. W^ 
are very glad to hear so ^odd news of our son Henry. The Lord 
make us thankful for all his mercies to us and ours. And thus, with 
my mother's and my own best love to yourself and ail the rest, I 
shall leave scribbling. The weather hieing cold, makes me make 
haste. Farewell^ my good husband ; the Lord keep thee. 
Your obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

G&0T0K> ^ovemhei' 22.^ 

I have not yet received the box ; but I will send for it I send tip 
a tarkey and some cheese. I pray send my son Forth such a knife 
as mine is. Mrs. Hugen would pray you to buy a cake for the boys^ 

I did dine at Grotqn Hall yesterday; they are in health, and re^ 
member their love. We did wish you there, but that would not 
bring you, and I could not be merry without thee. Mr. Lee and 
his wife were there; they remember their love. Our neighbour 
Cole and ^odman Newton have been i^ick, but somewhat amended, 
Again. I fear thy cheese will not prove so good as tiiou didst expect 
I have sent it all, for we could not cut it. 

1 It ibight seem as early as 1621 ot 2, before the death of Adani) lord of 
the manor of Groton ; but the mention of Lee or Leig^h, would certaiocly-^ 
make it as late as 1627, and the news from Henry must make it 1628. 

45 VOL. I. 
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A 22. 
Right Honourable, 

After the exhibition of my service to jour lordship and my 
lady, I crave pardon, if these rude lines presume to kiss jour 
honour's hands. Mj dutj and respect to jour honour urgeth me to 
give some testimonj thereof; and jour noble favours have obliged me 
to present this as a small earnest of mj thankfulness, and the service 
which I owe, and desire to perform, whensoever jour lordship shall 
please to command. Here is no news worth jour honour's mtelli- 
gence. We are this daj setting sail from the Castles. So, wishing 
your honour a happj b^inning, and prosperous continuance of this 
new jear, and manj more to succeed, I humblj take mj leave» 
resting, &c. 

Castles of Hellespont, December 26, 16£8. 

[Th« above is a rough .draught of a letter "To Sir Peter Wich, Lord 
Ambassadour at Constantinople^^^ found among papers of John Winthrop, jun. 
The same paper contains, in cypher, probably the same words. It is men- 
tioned, that he was sailing " for Venice,*^ which words are erased, that fact 
being known to his correspondent. The writer had, no doubt, accompanied 
this very celebrated minister, either as secretary of legation, or private 
secretary; most likely the latter.] 
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^n Henry, 

It is mj dailj care to commend vou to the Lord, that he 
would please to put his true fear into jour heart, and the faith of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, that jou maj be saved, and that jour wajs may 
be pleasing in his sight. I wish also jour outward prosperitj, so far 
as maj be for jour good. I have been sick, these seven or eight 
weeks, near unto death ; but the Lord hath had mercj on me to re- 
Utore me ; jet I am not able to go abroad. 

I sent jou bj Capt. Powell a letter, and in it a note of such things 
as I likewise sent jou bj him, in a chest with two locks, whereof the 
kejs were delivered to his brother, who went master of the ship. 
The things cost me about £35 ; but, as vet, I have received nothing 
towards it. I sent divers times to Capt rowell about jour tobacco, 
but mj man could never see it, but had answer, I should have it, 
or monej for it But there was ten pounds of it, bj jour appoint- 
ment, to be delivered to one, and the worth ot four jpai6 to 
another, which made me that I knew not what course to take; 
besides, I found, bj the rolls you sent to me and to jour uncles, 
that it was verj ill-conditioneo, foul, and full of stalks, and evil 
coloured ; and your uncle Fones, taking the judgment of divers 
grocers, none of them would give five shillings a pound for it I 
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desired Capt.PoweI1« (coming one day to see me,) ftat he would help 
me with money for it, which he promised to do ; but, aa jet, I hear 
not from him. I would have sent jou some other things by Mr. 
Randall ; but, in truth, I have no money, abd I am so far in debt 
already, to both your uncles, as I am ashamed to borrow any more. 
I have disbursed a ^reat deal of money for you, more than my estate 
will bear, I paid tor your debts since you went, above £30, besides 
£4.1 Os. to Annett and Dixon, and now £35. Except you send 
commodity to raise money, 1 can supply you no further. I have 
many other children that are unprovided, and I see my life is uncer- 
tain. I marvel at your great undertakings, having no means, and 
knowing how much I am in debt already. Solomon saith. He who 
hasteth to be rich, shall surely come to poverty. It had been more 
wisdom and better becoming your youth, to have contained yourself 
in a moderate course, for your three years ; and by that time, by your 
own gettings and my help, you might have been able to have done 
somewhat But this hath been always the fruit of your vain, over- 
reaching mind, which will be your overthrow, if you attain not more 
discretion and moderation with your years. I do wonder upon what 
ground you should be led into so gross an errour as to think, that I 
could provide ten such men as you write for, and disburse a matter 
of £200, (when I owe more already than I am able to pay, with- 
out sale of my land,| and to do this at some two or three months 
warning. Well, I will write no more of these things, I pray God, 
make you more wise and sober, and bring you home in peace in his 
due time. If I receive money for your tobacco before Mr. Randall 
go, I will send you something else ; otherwise you must be content to 
stay till I can. Your brotiier (as I wrote to you) hath been in the 
Levant above this half year, and 1 look not for him before a year 
more. Your friends here are all in health. Your uncles and aunts 
commend them to you ; but they will take none of your tobacco ; 
only your uncle Tindale and aunt (whom you write your kinswoman 
upon the outside of your tobacco) thank you for tiieirs. I sent you, 
also, two boys, (for men I could get none,) such as Capt. Powell 
carried over ; but I knew not what to do for their binding, being not 
able then either to walk or write, and they being but youths. For 
news, here is little but what, I suppose, this bearer can tell you. 
We shall have peace with France. The Dutch have taken from the / 
Spaniard, in the West Indies, a very great prize of silver, gqld, &c. ^ 
and have brought it safe home. The king of Bohemia, and his oldest 
son, going aboard to see it, iq their return were cast away. ThQ 
king was saved, but the prince and many others were lost 

6|r Nathaniel Bamardiston, and Sir William Springe, are knishta 
of the parliament for Suffolk. All the gentlemen have been lone 
since set at liberty. Sir Francis Barington is at rest in the Lord! 
Sir Henry Mildmay, fA Graces, is sheriff of Essex^ aqd Mr. Gurdon 
fcr Suffolk. 

I have staid sending my letter above a week since I wrote it, 
expecting some money from Capt. Powell, according to his promise* 
that I might have sent you some other thiiigs \ but I hear of none. 
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Therefiire T vUl end, and defer till some otbe^ occmfion. So, again, 
I commend YOtt to the Uessing, protection and direction of the Lord^ 
imd rest ^ 

Toar lovins father, 

^0. WINTHHOP, 
LoNDOif. ttia 30 o/ January, 16£8. 
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My good Wife, 

Although I i^ote to thee last week by the carrier of Had-i 
leig^, yet, having so fit opportunity, I must needs write to thee 
figamffor I do esteem one little, sweet, short letter of thine (^uch 
as the last was) to be well worthy two or three from me. How it is 
with us, these bearers can inform thee, so as I may write the less. 
They were ^married on Saturday last, and intend to stay with thee 
till towards the end of the term ; for it will be yet six weeks before 
they can take their voyage. Labour to keep my son at home as 
much as thou canst, especially from Hadleigh. I began this letter to 
thee yesterday at two of the clock, thinking to have been large, but was 
60 taken up by company and business, as I could get but hither hy 
this morning. It grieves me that I have not liberty to make better 
expression of my love to thee, who art more dear to me than all 
earthly things ; but I will endeavour that my prayers majr supply the 
defect of my pen, which will be of best use to us both, inasmuch aa 
the favour and blessing of our God is better than all things besides^ 
My trust is in his mercy, that, upon the faith of his gracious promise, 
and the experience of his fatherly goodness, he will be our Gqd to 
the end, to carry us alon^ through this^ course of our pilgrimage, in 
the peace of a jgood conscience, and that, ir) the end of our race, we 
shall safely arrive at the haven of eternal happiness. We see how 
frail and yain all earthly gqod things are. There is no means to 
avoid the loss of them in death, nqr the bitterness which accompany- 
eth them in the cares and troubles of this life. Only the fruition of 
Jesus Christ and the hope of heaven can give us true comfort and, 
rest. The Lord teach us wisdom to prepare for pur cht^nge, and to 
lay up our treasure there, where our abiding must be forever^ I 
know thou lookest for troubles here, and, when one affliction is over, 
to meet ivith another; but remember what our Saviour tells us; 
Be of good comfokt, i have overcome the world. See hia 
goodness : He hath conquered our enemies beforehand, and, by faith 
jn him, we shall assuredly prevail over them all. Therefore, (my 
sweet wife,) raise up thy heart, and be not dismayed at the crosses 
thou meetest with in family affairs or othenvise ; but still fly to him, 
who vnll take up thy burden for thee. Go thou on cheerfully, in ohe* 
dience to his holy will, in the course lie hath set thee. Peace shall 

\ Was thi^ Henry ? 
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come. Thoa »halt rest as in thy bed $ and, in the mean time, he will 
jjLot fail nor forsake thee. But my time is past; 1 must leave thee. 
So I commend thee and all thine to the gracious protection and 
blessing of the Lord. All our friends here salute thee ; salute thou 
ours from me. Farewell, my good wife. I kiss and love thee with 
^e kindest ajQfection, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROF, 
JprU 28, 1629. 

|iet John Bluet be satisfied for his horse. 



A 35. 

Thb largeness and truth of my love to thee makes me alwayd 
mindful of thy welfare, and set me on work to begin to write before 
I hear from thee. The very thought of thee affords me many a kind 
refi^eslung : What will then the enjoying of thy sweet society, which 
I prize above all worldly comforts r 

Yet, such is the folly and misery of man, as he is easily brought to 
contemn the true good he enjoys, and to neglect the best things, 
which he holds only in hope, and both upon an ungrounded desire oi 
some seeming good, which he promiseth to himself. And if it be thus 
with us, that are Christians, who have a sure word to direct us, and 
the holy faith to live by, what is the madness and bondage of those, 
who are out of Christ? Oh ! the riches of Christ ! Oh ! the sweet- 
ness of the word of grace ! It ravisheth my soul in the thought here« 
of, so as, when 1 apprehend but a glimpse of the dignity and felicity . 
of a Christian, I can hardly persuade my heart to Tiope f9r so great 
happiness. Let men talk what thejr will of riches, nonours, plea* 
sures, &c ; let us have Christ crucified, and let them take all be- 
sides. For, indeed, he who hath Christ, hath all things with him ; 
for he enjoyeth an all-sufficiency, which makes him abundantly rich 
in poverty, honourable in the lowest abasements, full of joy and 
consolation in the sharpest afflictions, living in death, and possessing 
eternity in this vale of misery. Therefore oless we God for his free 
and .infinite mercy, in bestowing Christ upon us. Let us entertain 
and love him with our whole hearts; let us trust in him, and 
cleave to him with denial of ourselves, and all things besides, and 
account our portion tiie best in the world; that so, being strength- 
ened and comforted in his love, we may put forth ourselves to 
improve our life and means to do him service. There are very few 
hours left Gf this day of our labour ; then comes the night, when we 
shall take our rest {n the morning we shall awake unto glory and 
immortdity, when we shall have no more work to do; no more 
pain or grief to endure ; no more care, fear, want, reproach or 
}nfirmity ; no more sin, corruption or temptatbn. 
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T am forced to patch op my letters, here a piece and there another. 
I have now received thine, the kindly fruits of thj most sweet af> 
fections. Blessed be the Lord for the welfare of thyself and all our 
family. 

I received letters from my two sons with thee. Remember mj 
love and blessing to them, and to my daughter Winthrop, for whose 
safety I give the Lord thanks. I have so many letters to write, as 
I cannot write to them now. Our friends here are in reasonable 
health, and desire to be kindly remembered to you all. Commend 
me to all my eood friends, my loving neighbours, goodman Cole and 
his wife, to whom we are always much beholden. 1 will remember 

M her gown and petticoat, and the children's girdles. So, 

with my most affectionate desires of thy welfare, and my blessing 
to all our children, I kiss my sweet wife, and commend thee and au 
ours to the gracious protection of our heavenly Father, and rest 
Th}r faithful husband, 
still present with thee in his most unkind absence, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

May 8, 1629. 

1 am sorry for my neighbour Bluet's horse; but he shall lose 
nothing by him. Tell my son Henry I will pay the money he writes of. 



A 26. 
Most loving and good Husband, 

I HAVE received your letters. The true tokens of your love 
and care of my good, now in your absence, as well as when you are 

Present, make me think that saying false. Out of sight out of mind- 
am sure my heart and thoughts are always near you, to do you 
good and not evil all the days of my life. 

I hope, through God's blessing, your pains will not be altogether 
lost, which you bestow upon me in writing. Those serious thoughts 
of your own, which you sent me, did make a very ^ood supply instead 
of a sermon. I shall often read them, and desire to be of God's 
family, to whom so many blessings belong, and pray that I may not 
be one separated from God, whose conscience is always accusing 
them. I shall not need to .write to you of any thing this week. 
My son and brother Gostling can tell you how we are. And I shall 
think long for your coming home. And thus, with my best love to 
you, I beseech the Lord to send us a comfortable meeting in his good 
time. I commit you to the Lord. 

Your loving and obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 

For my very loving Husband^ Johjt Wiwthrop, Esq. ) 
thete deliver, ) 

[Probably in May, 1620.3 
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A 27. 
Mj sweet Hasbancl, 

1 REJOICE in the expectation of our bappj meeting ; for thy 
absence hath been verj lone in my conceit, ancl thy presence macb 
desired. Thj welcome is aiwajs ready ; make haste to entertain it 
I was yesterday at a meeting at goodman Cole's, upon the going 
of the young folk to Dedham, wnere many thanks were given to God 
for the reformation of the young man, and amendment of his life. 
We had also a part ip their prayers. My dear husband, I will now 
leave writing to thee, hoping to see thee shortly. The good Lord 
send us a comfortable meeting. And thus, with my due respect to 
thyself, brother and sister D. sister Fanny, son John and the rest 
My daughter remembers her duty to you all ; thinks long for her 
husband. I received the thin^ you sent, and thank you heartily 
for them. I will take order with my man to buy some trimming foe 
my gown. And so I bid my good husband farewell, and commit 
him to the Lord. 

Your loving and obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 



I pray buy a Psalter for Deane. I can get none here. 
iand> 

|;Probably, 1629.] 



fln» my fftry loving Htuband> 
thut dtUmtu > 



A 28. 
Sir, 

Mt humble duty remembered to you and my mother, may 
you please to understand, that I received your letters, that by Wil- 
liam Ridley on Wednesday, and your other yesterday, rejoicing 
much to hear of your welfare, with the rest of our good friends, whica 
I desire much with my own eyes to behold. Therefore I purpose, God 
willing, to make all haste down the next week, hoping to accept of 
Mr. Gordon's kind offer, if I can. For the business of New England, 
I can say no other thins, but that I believe confidently, that the whole 
disposition thereof is ofthe Lord, who disposeth all alterations, by his 
blessed will, to his own glory and the good of his ; and, therefore, 
do assure myself, that all things shall work together for the best 
therein. And for myself, 1 have seen so much of the vanity of the 
world, that I esteem no more of the diversities of countries, than a» 
so many inns, whereof the traveller that hath lodged in the best, or in 
the worst, findeth no difference, when he cometh to his journey's end; 
and I shall call that my country, where I may most glorify God, and 
enjoy the presence of my dearest friends. Therefore herein I sub« 
iiiit myseli to God's will and yours, and, with your leave, do dedicate 
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myBelf (kjins bj all desire of other emplo^nnents trhataoeter^ id 
the service of God and the company herein, with the whole enaea- 
▼onrs, both of body and mind. The Conglusioks* which jou sent 
down, I showed mj uncle and aant, who like them welL I think 
they are unanswerable ; and it cannot but be a prosperoas action^ 
which is so well allowed by the judgments of God's prophets, under^ 
taken by so religious and wise wormies of Israel, and itidented to 
God'b gtory in so special a service. My annt Goaldins remembereth 
her love to you. she saith, it is not yet discharged, that she knoW<* 
eth. Here is certain news, that the Dutch have taken WeseL So^ 
desiring your prayers and blessing, I commend you to the Almighty'd 
protection, and rest 

Tour obedient son, 

John winthrop. 

LoNDOv, August 21, 16S9. 

I pray remember my love to my brothers and sisterd and all oar 
friends, whom I hope shortly to see. 

[The fatber^s letters, referred to by the son, ard^ot preserved. From our 
own Colony Records we know, that, on 28 July preceding, at the meeting^ 
or general court, of the company, in London^ GoV. Cradock proposed, that^ 
for the advancement of the plantation, the mdiicing persons of worth and 
quality to transplant themselves and families thither, and other weighty rea- 
sons, to transfer the government to those, who shall inhabit there, and not 
continue the same subordinate to the company here. Prince, I. 189, 190; 
and see page 2, note 2. At the meeting, August 28, a special committee watf 
raised to debate this subject, pro and con, and, the next day, the resolution 
Was adopted, the benefit of which has been felt every day from that to 
the present. The CojrcLVfliOB'8 spoken of by the son were, no doubt, a 'paper 
of considerations for the plantation, with an answer to several objections^ 
printed in Hutchinson^s Coll. 27 — 31, probably di'awn by our author. I 
Lave had in my possession the larger part of the original. An agreement to 
transport themselves and families to New England, was this month made at 
Cambridge, by Sir Richard Saltonstall, Thomas Dudley, William Vassal!^ 
Nich. West, Isaac Johnson, John Humfrey, Thomas Sharp, Increase! 
Nowell, John Winthrop, William Pynchon, Kellam Browne, Williaai 
Colbum, which may be seen in Hutchinson^s CoU. 25.] 



A 29. 

My dear Wife, 

I PRAISE the Lord that I hear of thjr ifelfare^ and of the rest 
6^ our family. I thank thee for thy most kind letter, and especially 
that sweet affection, from whence it flows. I am sorry I cannot 
eome down to thee, as I hoped ; but there is no remedy. The Lord 
so disposeth as I must stay yet (I doiibt) a fortnight^ but, assure 
tbyselt, not one day more than I must needs. 

I pray thee have patience. God, in his due time^ will bring us 
together in peace, we are now agreed with the merchants, and 
stay only to settle our a&irs. I have not one quarts of an bour^ 
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time to Wte to tbee. Therdatse thou mmst bear wMi mt,wai giqipljr 
all defects of reiiienibniiice& The Lwd Mess Ihee, my sweet wife> 
and all ears. Farewell. 

Thr iaithfol hasbaad, 

JO. WIMtflSOP. 

Send iMft up ttiy korses tffi i eead for them. 

October* 

££ar]jr in tlie noBtb, 9iftd, no doebt) 1629.] 



A SO* 

t REOEiYED your letter, and do heartily bless the liord for 
the continuance of your welfare, beseeching him to sanctify you more 
and more, for his glory and ydur own salvation. 

For the business you write of, concerning yout- brother, I have con" 
ferred with him, and shall be as glad as any of his stay here, if he can 
take any good order for his estate there. What he will do, I know 
not yet ; but I think he will be with you soon< I would gladly have 
you here betimes next week ; but, beine it will be Monday sennight 
before we shall get forth of town, it wilfbe chai^eable to keep all the 
horses here so long. Therefore, if you can find any company to come 
up with, you may be here on Tuesday or Wednesday ; otherwise^ 
you may stay a day or two the longer, and let John come with you ; 
for I would not have you ride alone. I have sent doWn all the late 
news from New England. I would have some of you read it to 1/ 
your mother, and let Forth copy out the observations and all that 
follows from the |C?*, and the letter in the end, and show it Mr. Mott 
and others, that intend this voyage. Your uncle and aunts are all in 
health* and salute you and the rest of ours, &c. Commend me to 
your uncle 6. and a. and all the rest of our loving friends, that ask of 
me. So,, with my love and blessing to yourself, your brothers and 
sister, salutations to our yoUng company, I end, and rest 

Vour loving father, 

m WINTHROP. 

October 9, 1629. 



[To] hU loving Sfon, John Winthrop,) 
at Groion^ Suffolk^ d?d, $ 



A 31* 
My dear Wife, 

I MUST needs write to thee by this bearer, though 1 can write 
little, in regard of my much business. I praise God, I came safe 
46 VOL. I. 



set APPENDIX. 

hitter, where I ^mmd all in healtii, and so (tiiraas^ his mercy) ire 
continoe I have sent down mj horses, becanse I am like to staj 
somewhat longer than I made accoant fji; hat I shall make what 
haste I can hack. Here is much news : Divers great personages 
questioned and committed ; hat the caase jet uncertain. St Chris- 
topher's is taken hj the Spaniard, and the English there honestly sent 
home. The same is rqx>rted of the fiarbethes, bat not so certain ; 
bot, if it be, the people are all safe. Some woald discourage as with 
this news ; but there is no cause, for neither are we in the like dan- 
ger ; and, besides, God is with us, and will surely keep us. I shall 
take time to write to thee again in the end of the week. So, for this 
time, with all our hearty salutations to thyself, my good sister Fones, 
and the rest of our friends, with my lore and blessing to all our chil- 
dren, I commend thee to the Lord. So 1 kiss my sweet wife^ 
and rest 

Thy faitlifttl husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Jfovemher 11, 1629. 

My son remembers his duty to thee and his aunt, and love to a]], &c. 

To hit very loving Wift^ Mrs. Wihthrof > 
tht dder^ at Oroton^ Suffolk^ tPd. > 



A 32. 

My dear Wife, 

I HAVE many things to ikiank thee for this week,— thy most 
kind letter, fowls, puddings, &c. ; but I must first thank our heavenly 
Father, that I hear of thy health and the welfare of all our family ; 
for I was in fear, because I left thee not well. But thus is the Lord 
pleased still to declare his goodness and mercy to his unworthy sei^ 
vants. Oh that we could learn to trust in him, and to love him as we 
ought! 

For my care of thee and thine, I will say nothing. The Lord 
knows my heart, that it was one great motive to draw me into 
this course. The Lord prosper me in it, as I desire the prosperi- 
ty of thee and thine. For this end, I purpose to leave £1500 with 
thy friends, if I can sell my lands, which I am now about, but, as yet, 
have done nothing. I purpose (if God will) to be at home the next 
week. I am forced to keep John here for my business, which 
now comes so heavy upon me, as I can spare no time for aught 
else. The Lord in mercy bring us well through all our troubles, 
as I trust he will. Thou must bear with my brevity. The Lord 
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bless and keep thee, and all our children and company. So I kist 
mj sweet wiie« and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

My brother and sister salute you all. Let the cow be killed 
against I come home ; and let my son Henry provide such peas 
as will porridge well, or else none. 

January 15, 1629. 



A 33, 

Mjr dear Wife, 

I PRAISE God, we came safe to London, and continue in 
healdi, and found all well here. Thus it pleaseth the Lord to fol- 
low us with his blessings, that we mkht love him again. I find 
here so much to do, as I doubt I shall not come down these three 
weeks ; but, thou mayest be sure, I will stay no longer than my 
occasions shall enforce me. 

I must now begin to prepare thee for our long parting, which 
grows very near. I know not how to deal with thee by arguments ; 
ror if thou wert as wise and patient as ever woman was, yet it 
must needs be a great trial to thee, and the greater, because I am 
80 dear to thee. That which 1 must chiefly look at in thee, for 
a ground of contentment, is thy godliness. If now the Lord be thv 
G^, thou must show it by trusting in him, and resigning thyself 
quietly to his good pleasure. If now Christ be thy HusbamI, thou must 
snow what sure and sweet intercourse is between him and thy soul, 
when it shall be no hard thing for thee to part with an earthly, 
mortal, infirm husband for his sake. The entailment of thy com- 
fort in the communion of the love and sweet familiarity of thy 
most holy, heavenly and undefiled Lord and Husband, will abun- 
dantly recompense whatsoever want or inconvenience may come by 
the absence of the other. The best course is to turn all our rea- 
sons and discourse into prayers ; for he onlv can help, who is Lord 
of sea and land, and hath sole power of lire and death. 

It is now near eleven of the clock, and I shall write again ere 
long (if God will.) The good Lord bless thee and all thj company. 
My broth, and sister salute you all. Commend my hearty love to 
my good sister F. and all tlie rest Tell her I wrote to Mr. Dummer 
so soon as I came to town ; and, if I can, I will speak with him« 
before John go down. So I kiss my sweet wife, and rest 
Thy frail, yet faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP, 
' January 5], 162$. 



y 
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A 34. 

My most dear Hoebuiilf 

I »RorLl> not now omit any opportunity of writing to thee, 
considerine I shall not long have thee to write unto. But, by reason 
•f my immneas af this time, I must entreat thee to accept of a few 
lines frMB me, aad net to impute it ta any want of love, or neglect of 
my duty to thee, to whom i owe more ^an I shall ever be able to 
express. My request now shall be to the Lord to prosper thee in thj 
Toyage, and enable thee and fit thee for it, and give all graces and 
gins for such employments as he shall call thee to. I trust God 
will once more bring us together before you go, that we may see 
each other with gladness, and take solemn leave, till we, througn the 
soodness of our God, shall meet in New England, which will be a 
joyful day to us. I send thee here enclosea letters from Mr. P. 
Mj good sister F. remembers her love to you, and, it seemeth, hath 
written so earnestly to Mr. P. not to come, that he doth forbear to 
come till he hear more. I think she would have you send him word 
fo come as soon as he can, being desirous to speak with him before 

ri go ; but it must not come from herself, for she will write to him 
stay still. She saitb, that he shall not need to provide any thing 
but a house, for she will furnish it herself. And^nus, with my best 
wishes to God for thy health and welfare, I take my leave, and rest 
Thy faitiifol, obedient wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 
January the last « 

f The superscfiption of this letter, tmtten, without doqbt, 162&— 30, h 
Wanthi^.} 



A 35, 
My sweet ^ife, 

Thb opportunity of so fit a messenger, and my deep eiwage* 
ment of affection to thee, makes me write at this time, thoi^h I bm 
to follow soon after. The Lord our God hath oft brought us togem« 
er with comfort, when we have been lon^ absent ; and, if it be good 
for us, he will do so still. When I was in Ireland, he breu^t us to^ 
gether again. When I was sick here at London, he restored bs 
together again. How many dangers^ near death, hast thou been in 
thyself! and yet the Lord hath granted me to enjoy thee stilL If he 
did not watch over us^ we need not go over sea to seek death or 
misery : we should meet it at eyery step» in every journey. And is 
not he a God abroad as well as at home P Is not his power and nrovi* 
dence the same in New fengland that it hath been m Old Eiiriaaid} 
^ If our ways please him, ne can command deliverance and wety in 
& all places, and <»q make the stones of the field and the beasts, yea, 
9" the raging seas, and our yprj eiiemi^9» to be 10 league wHb u»n 
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But, if we sin against hini» he can raise up evil against us oat of oar 
»wn bowels, houses, estates, &c« My sood wife, trust in the LoM, 
whom thou hast found faithful. He wiU be better to thee than any 
husband, and will resixxre thee tiij husband with advantaee. But I 
must end, with all our salutations^ with which I hare laden this 
bearer, that he maj be the more kindly welcome. So I kiss mj 
sweet wife, and bless tiiee and all ours, and rest 

Thine ever, 
February 14, 16£9. JO. WINTHROP. 

Thou mttst be my valentine, for none hath challenged ne. 

To Maro. Wintbbop, the > 
eldcr^ at Greton* y 



A 36. 
Mine own sweet Self, 

I BLESS God, our heavenly Father, we are all come safe to 
Maplested, where we find all in health. I have nothing to write to 
thee, but an expression of my dearest and most faithful affection to 
thee, and my dear children and ftiends with thee. Be comfortable 
and courageous, my sweet wife. Fear nothing. I am assured the 
Lord is with us, and will be with thee. Thou shalt find it in the 
needful time. Cleave to thy faithful Lord and Husband, Christ Je- 
sus, into whose blessed arms I have put thee, to whose care I have 
and do commend thee and all thine. Once again I kiss and embrace 
my sweet wife. Farewell ; the Lord bless thee and all thv company. 
Commend me to all, and to all our good friends and neighbours, and 
remember Monday and Friday between five and six. 

Thy faitidnl husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Mv son Henry must come by Maplested to seal a wiftting, which 

JTo my very loving Wift^ Mrs. Wiitthrop, > 
at Chroton, > 

[Dated, probably, latter part of February, 16!^9^— 30.] 



A 37. 

LoNBON, March £, 1629« 
Mine own dear Heart, 

I MUST confess, then hast overcome me with thy exceeding 
great love, and those abundant expressions of it in thv sweet letters, 
which savour of morel^an an ordiiiary spirit of lote ana piety. Bless^ 
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cd be flie Lord oar Crod, that gives strength and comfort to thee i9 
Qnder^ this ffreat trial, which, I must confess, would be too heavy for 
thee, if the Lord did not put under his hand in so gracious a mea- 
sure. Let this experience of his faithfulness to thee in this first 
trial, be a ground to establish thy heart to believe and expect his help 
in all that may follow. It grieveth me much, that I want time and 
freedom of mind to discourse with thee (my faithful yokefellow) in 
those things, which thy sweet letters offer me so plentiuil occasion for. 
I beseech the I^rd, i may have liberty to supply it, ere I depart ; 
for I cannot thus leave thee. Our two boys and James Downing, 
John Samford and Mary M. and most of my servants, are sone this 
day towanls South Hampton. The good Lord be with them and 
us all. Goodman Hawes was with me, and very kindly offers to 
bring his wife to Groton about the beginning of April, and so stay 
till thyself and my daughter be in bed ; so as thou shalt not need 
take care for a midfwife. Ah, my most kind and dear wife, how sweet 
is thy love to me ! llie Lord bless thee and thine with the blessings 
from' above and from beneath, of the right hand and the left, with 
plenty of favour and peace here, and eternal glory hereafter. All 
here are in health, (I praise God,) and salute thee. Remember my 
love and blessing to our children, and my salutations to all as thoa 
knowest So I kiss and embrace thee, and rest 

Thine ever, 

JO. WINTHROP. 



A 38. 

Mine only Best-beloved^ 

I NOW salute thee from South Hampton, where, by the LprdV 
mercy, we are all safe ; but the winds have been such as our ships 
are not yet come. We wait upon God, hoping that he will dispose 
all for the best onto us. I supposed 1 should have found leisure to 
have written more fully to thee by this bearer ; but here I meet with 
so much company and ousiness, as I am forced to borrow of my sleep 
for this. I purpose to redeem this loss before I go hence, and to 
write to divers of my friends. I must entreat thee to supply this 
defect by remembering me in the kindest manner to them ail. And 
now ^my dear wife) what shall 1 saj to thee P I am full of matter and 
affection towards thee, but want time to express it I beseech the 
good Lord to take care of thee and thine ; to seal up his lovinv kind- 
ness to thy soul; to till thee with the sweet comfort of his pre- 
sence, that may uphold thee in this time of trial ; and grant us this 
mercy, that we may see the faces of each other again in the time 
expected. So, loving thee truly, and tender of thy welfare, studying 
to bestow thee safe, where I may have thee again, I leave thee in 

1 I suppose thi^ was Henry*s wife« 
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the arms of the Lord Jesad, our sweet Saviour, and, with many 
kisses and enibracings, I rest 

Thine only, and ever thine, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
South Hampton, March 14, 1629. 

The good Lord bless our children and all thy company. 
Do, thou bless these here, and pray pray for us. 
Giye Mrs. Leigh many thanks for her horse, and remember to 
-requite it 



A 39. 

My dear Wife, 

I WROTE to thee, when I went from South Hampton, and 
now I must salute thee and take leave together from the ship. God 
be blessed, the wind is come very fair, and we are all in health. 
Our ^children remember their duties, and desire thy blessing. Com- 
mend me to all our good friends, as I wrote in my former letter, and 
be comfortable, and trust in the Lord, my dear wife, pray, pray. He 
is our God and Father ; we are in covenant with him, and he will 
not cast us off. So, this once more, I kiss and embrace thee and 
all my children, &c. &c. 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
From aboard the ^rbella^ riding at \ 
the CowKS, JUarch 22, 16£9. 



A 40. 

My good Sod, 

Wk are now going to the ship, under the comfort of the 
Lord's gracious protection and good providence. I pray have care 
Ao to walk with God in faith and sincerity, as, by his blessing, we 
may meet with joy. There is newly come into our company, and 
sworn an assistant, one Sir Brian Janson of London, a man of good 
estate, and so affected with our society, as he hath given £50 to our 
common stock, and £50 to the joint stock. He desires to be ac- 
quainted with you. 

I pray pay Bulbrooke of Wenham such money as his provisions 
cost nim, about SO or 405. and receive £12 of good man Pond for the 
rest of his son's two cows, (I had £10 before,) and ask him for 
their passage £10. You shall receive £5 for Edward Palsford, 
which John S. hath order for. I pray pay Mr» Goffe such money as 
you shall receive direction for from your uncle Downing. 

I Henrys and, probably, Adam. 
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We ire new cone tefe (T praise Ood) to the Cowes. The wind 
is now Tery fair, (God be praised,) and We are preparing to set 
sail this night The Lord in mercy send us a prosperous Toyage* 
Farewell, my dear son. The Lord bless you and all my children 
and friends. Commend me to them all, as if I named them ; for 
I am in great straits of leisure. So I rest 

Your loving father, 

K). WINTHROP- 
Mareh 82, 16S9. 

To my very Umng Son^ Mr. JOHir WistThrop, > 
at Orotorij Suffolk^ d*d» > 



A 41. 

My faithful and dear Wife, 

It pleaseth God# that thou shouMcist Once again hear from 
me before our departure^ and I hope this shall come safe to tiiy 
hands. I know it will be a sreat refreshing to thee. And blessed be 
Us mercy, that I can write thee so good news, that we are all in very 
cood health, and, having tried our ship's entertainment now more 
tnan a week, we find It agree very well with us. Our boys are well 
and cheerful, and have no mind of home. They lie both with me, 
and sleep as soundly in a rug (for we use no sheets herej as ever 
thev did at Groton ; and^ so I do myself, (I [H-use God.) The wind 
hatn been against us this week and more ; but this day it is come 
fair to the north, so as we are preparing (by God's assistance) to set 
sail in the morning. We have only four ships ready, aiid some two 
or three Hollanders go along with us. The rest of our fleet (being 
seven ships^ will not be ready this sennight. We have spent now 
two Sabbatns on shipboard very comfortably, (God be praised,) and 
are daily more and more encouraged to look for the Lord's presence 
to go alone with us. Henry Kingsbury hath a child or two in the 
Talbot sick of the measles, but like to do well. One of my men had 
tiiem at Hampton, but he was soon well again. We are, in all our 
eleven ships, about seven hundred persons, passengers, and two hun- 
dred and forty cows, and about sixty horses. The ship which went 
from Plimout!^ carried about one hundred and forty persons, and the 
ship which goes from Bristowe carrieth about eishiy persons. And 
now (my sweet soul) I must once again take my last farewell of thee 
in Old ^England. It goeth very near to my heart to leave thee; but 
I know to whom JE have committed thee, even to him who loves thee 
much better than any husband can, who hath taken account of the 
hairs of thy head, and puts all thy tears in his bottle, who can, and 
(if it be for his glory) will bring us together a^in with peace and 
comfort. Oh, how it refresheth my heart, to think, that i shall yet 
again see thy sweet face in the lana of the living ! — ^that lovely coun- 
tenance, that I have so much delighted in, and beheld with so great 
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content ! I have hitherto been so taken up with business, as I could 
seldom look back to my former happiness ; but now, when I shall be 
at some leisure, I shall not avoid the remembrance of thee, nor the 

fief for thy absence. Thou hast thy share with me, but I hope 
e course we have agreed upon will be some ease to us both. 
Mondays and Fridays, at five ot the clock at night, we shall meet in 
spirit till we meet in person* Yet, if all these hopes should Ml, 
blessed be our God, that we are assured we shall meet one day, 
if not as husband and wife, yet in a better Condition. Let that 
stay and comfort thy heart. Neither can the sea drown thy hus- 
band, nor enemies destroy, nor any adversity deprive thee of thy 
husband or children. Therefore I will only take thee now and my 
sweet children in mine arms, and kiss and embrace you all, and 
so leave you with my God, Farewell, farewell; I bless you all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus. I salute my daughter Winth. Matt. 
Nan. and the rest, and all my good neighbours and friends. Pray all 
for us. Farewell. Commend my blessing to mj son John. I can- 
not now write to him ; but tell him I have committed thee and thine 
to him. Lab6ur to draw him yet nearer to God, and he will be the 
surer staif of comfort to tl)ee. I cannot name the rest of my good 
friends, but thou canst supply it I wrote, a week since, to thee and 
Mr. Leigh and divers others. 

Thine wheresoever, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
From aboard the •Srbella, riding at ^ 
the CowEs, March 28, 1630. 

I would have written to my brother and sister Gostling, but it is 
near midnight. Let this excuse ; and commend my love to them and 
idl theirs. 

To Maeg. Wintkrop, the elder^ at Grottm* 



A 42. 

My Love, my Joy, my faithful One, 

I SUPPOSE thou didst not expect to have any more letters 
from me till the return of our ships ; but so is the good pleasure of 
God, that the winds should not serve ye^t to carrv us hence. He will 
do all things in his. own time, and that shall be for the best in the 
end. We acknowledge it a great mercy to us, that we went not out 
to sea on Monday, when the wind was fair for one day ; for we had 
been exposed, ever since, to sore tempests and contrary winds. I 
praise God, we are all in good health, and want nothing. For my- 
self, I was never at more fiberty of body and mind these many years. 
The Lord make me thankful and wise to improve his blessings for 
the furtherance of his own work. I desire to resign myself wholly 
47 VOL. I. 
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io his gracioofl disposing. Oh that I had an heart so to do, and to 
trust perfectly in him tor his assistance in all our ways. We find 
him still eoing along with us. He hath broo^t in the heart of the 
master of our ship to afford us all good respect and to join with us 
in every good action. Yesterday ne caused his seamen to keep a 
fast with us« wherein the Lord assisted us and our minister verj 
comfortably ; and when five of the clock came, I had respite to 
remember thee, (it being Friday,) and to parley with thee, and to meet 
thee in spirit before the Lord. After supper, we discovered some 
notorious lewd persons of our own company, vvho, in time of our fast, 
had committed theft, and done other vilfanies, for which we have 
caused them to be severely punished. 

I am uncertain whether I shall have opportunity to send these to 
thee ; for, if the wind turn, we shall soon be gone. Therefore I will 
not write much. I know it will be sufficient for thy present comfort^ 
to hear of our welfare ; and this is the third letter I nave written to 
thee, since I came to Hampton, in requital of those two I received 
from thee, which I do often read with much delight, apprehending so 
much love and sweet affection in them, as I am never satisfied vnth 
reading, nor can read them without tears ; but whether they proceed 
from joy, sorrow or desire, or.from that consent of affection, which I 
always hold with thee, I cannot conceive. Ah, my dear heart, I ever 
held thee in high esteem, as thy love and goodness hath well deserv- 
ed ; but fif it be possible^ I shall yet prize thy virtue at a greater 
rate, and long more to enjoy thy sweet society than ever before. I 
am sure thou art not short of me in this desire. Let us pray hard, 
and pray in faith, and our God, in his good time, will accompfish our 
desire. Oh, how loath am I to bid thee farewell ! but, since it must be, 
farewell, my sweet love, farewell. Farewell, my dear children and 
family. The Lord bless vou all, and grant me to see your faces 
once again. Come, (my dear,) take him and let him rest in thine 
arms, who will ever remain. 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Commend m^ love to all our friends at Castlelns, Mr. Lergh and 
his wife, my neighbour Cole and his wife, and all the rest of our good 
friends and neighbour, and our good friends at Maplested, when you 
see them, and those our worthy and kind friends at Assington, &c. 
My brother Arthur hath carried himself very soberly since he came 
on shipboard, and so hath Mr. Brand's son, anci my cousin Ro. 
Sampson. I hope their friends shall hear well of them. 

From aboard the ^rhella^ riding before Yakmovtb,') 
in the Isle of Wight, Jpril 3, 1630. ) 

To my very loving Wift^ Mrs. Wiwthrop, > 
the dder^ at Groton^ in Suffolk, d^d. > 
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A 43. 

My good Son, 

I RECEIVED two letters from you since I came to Hampton, 
and this is the second I have written back to jou. I do much re- 
joice and bless God for that goodness I find in you towards me and 
mine. I do praj, and assuredly expect, that the Lord will reward it 
plentifully into vour bosom ; for it is his promise to prolong their 
days, (which includes all outward prosperity,^ who eive due honour 
to their parents. Trust him, son, tor he is mithful. labour to grow 
into nearer communion and acquaintance with him, and you shall 
find him a ^ood God, and a master worth the serving. Ask of any 
who have tried him, and they will justify him in his kindness and 
bounty to his servants. Yet we must not look that he should alwavs 
give us what we think might be good for us ; but wait, and let him 
take his own way, and the end wiH satisfy our expectation. 

Our ship and tne Talbot are now at Yarmouth ; but the Jewell and 
Ambrose are put back unto the Cowes. We have had very tempes- 
tuous weather, with the wind at 8. W. so as some ships, which went 
out at the Needles before us, are driven back again ; and we intend 
not to stir till we see the wind settled. I would wish women and 
children not to eo to sea till April, and then to take shipping at 
London. If we liad done so, it had eased us of much trouble and 
charge. There lie now at Cowes two ships of Holland, bound, one 
to the Strei^hts, and the other to the East Indies, of one hundred tons 
a piece, which, putting to sea in February, spent their masts, and, 
with much difficulty, and loss of neflr one nundred men, are come in 
hither. There came in lately by us a ship from Virginia, laden with 
tobacco. The master came aboard us, and told us, that they want 
corn there. She was fourteen weeks outward, and yet lost but one 
man. 1 pray certify me, by the next occasion, what the wine cost 
for the common use, and if you have laid out any more in that kind, 
that I may perfect my account. 

I pray prepare money so soon as you can, that I may be clear with 
Mr. GQttb and others, and that my part in the joint stock may be 
made up. 

Sir Nath, Barnardiston desired to put in money into our joint 
stock. Remember my love and respect to him, and if he will put in 
£50, take it as part of the £S00, which I have put in already, except 
you have money enough to supply more. 

Yesterday we kept a fast aboard our ship and in the Talbot. Mr« 
Phillips exercised with us the whole day, and gave very good content 
to all the company, as he doth in all his exercises, so as we have 
much cause to bless God for him. 

In the Talbot a woman was lately delivered of a son, and both 
like to do wel|. 

For other things, which concern my affairs at home, I refer them to 
your care and the good providence of the Almighty. 

Commend my love to all our good friends, as you have occasion,—^ 
to my daughter Winthrop, your sister and cousin, and to Mr. Leigh^ 
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Mr. Nutt and that familj, and to all at Castleins, and tiie rest, whom 
I cant now name ; and the Lord bless, direct and prosper yon in all 
yoar ways. So farewell, my good son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

From aboard the Jirbella, riding before > 
TAnHouTH, JSpril 5, 1630. 3 

Our long stay here hath occasioned the expense of much more 
money than I expected, so as I am run much in Mr. Goffe's debt. 
I pray set up some money so soon as you can, and pay him £150, or 
so much as you can get. 

Te Imy wty hving iSon,] Mr. [Jorh Wivthrop,] > 
Groton^ in Suffolk^ d^d. S 



A 44. 

Charleton in New England, July 16, 1630. 

My dear Wife, 

Blessed be the Lord, our good God and merciful Father, 
that yet hath preserved me in life and health to salute thee, and to 
comfort thy long longing heart with the joyful news of my welfare, 
and the welfare of thy beloved children. 

We had a long and troublesome passage, but the Lord made it 
safe and easy to us ; and though we have met with many and great 
troubles, (as this bearer can certify thee,) yet he hath pleased to up- 
hold us, and to give us hope of a happy issue. 

I am so overpressed with business, as I have no time for these or 
other mine own private occasions. I only write now, that thou niayest 
know, that yet l live and am mindful of thee in all my affairs. The^ 
larger discourse of all things thou shalt receive from my brpther 
Downing, which I must send by some of the last ships. We have 
met with many sad and discomfortable things, as thou slialt hear after ;. 
and the Lord's hand hath been heavy upon myself in some very near 
to me. My son Henry ! my son Henry ! ah, poor child ! Yet it grieves 
me much more for my dear daughter. The Lord strengthen and 
comfort her heart, to bear this cross patiently. I know thou wilt not 
be wanting to her in this distress, i et, for all these things, (I praise 
my God,) I am not discouraged ; nor do I see cause to repent or 
despair of those good days here, which will make amends for all. 

t shall expect thee next summer, (if the Lord please,^ and by that 
time I hope to be provided for thy comfortable entertainment. My 
most sweet wife, De not disheartened ; trust in the Lord, and thou 
shalt see his faithfulness. Commend me heartily to all our kind 
friends at Cftstleinp, Groton HaU| Mr. Leigh and his wife, my neighs 
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hour Cole, and all the rest of mj neighboars and their wives, beith 
rich and poor. Remember me to them at Assington Hall» and 
Codenham Hall, Mr. Brand, Mr. Alston, Mn Mott, and their wives, 
goodroan Pond, Charles Neale, &c. The good Lord be vnth thee and 
bless thee and all our children and servants. Commend my love to 
them all. I kiss and embrace thee, my dear wife, and all mv chil- 
dren, and leave thee in his arms, who is able to preserve you all, and 
to fulfil our joy in our happy meeting in his goo(i time. Amen* 

Vaj faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

I shall write to my son John by London. 

To my very loving Wtfe^ Mrs. Winthrop, the i 

elder^ at Groton in Suffolk^ near Sudb!ury,\ 

From N£w Esglajtd. ) 



A 45. 

My good Son, 

The blessing of God all-sufficient be upon thee ever. Amen. 

It hath pleased the Lord to bring us hither in peace, (blessed be his 
name.) For the course of our voyage, and other occurrents, you 
shall understand them by a journal, wnich I send with my letters to 
your uncle D. We had a comfortable passage, and I found that love 
and respect from Capt. Milburne our master, as I may not forget 
I pray (if he be returned before you come hither) take occasion to see 
him, and remember my kind salutations to him and his wife. 

It is like you shall hear (before this come to you) how the Lord 
hath disposed of your brother Hen. The Lord teach you and the 
rest by it to remember your Creator in the days of your youth, and to 
improve your time to his service, while it lasts. 

The unexpected troubles and necessities, which are fallen upon U8« 
will bring a great deal of business and care upon thee ; but be not 
discouraged. It is the Lord, who hath cast it upon thee, and he will 
uphold and deliver thee. 

We are forced to send to Bristowe for supply of provi»ons, by 
Mr. Peirce and Mr. Allerton, for which I have given tnem a bill of 
exchange. You must needs take order, the money may be provided 
presenUy for them, for they can't stay. If all means fail, Mr. Revel 
nath promised to help me with £100. He hath a bill also for money 
for provisions, which I took up of him here ; so have divers others, 
which you must take care to see paid. 

For the freight for the ships, you shall receive some bills from Sir 
Richard, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Dudley ; but it is doubtful whe&er 
their moneys will be ready. What you can provide of theirs and 
minoi be sure the Talbot be first discnarged, for they will not tairy. 
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There is mncb likewise to be paid to Mr. Beecher, which may star 
awhile. There are other moneys to be paid to Mr. Peirce, which 
must be provided. If all means fail, you may try Doctor Wright ; 
but I hope you have sold the land, and then that care is at an end. 
For Mr. Goffe, he hath failed exceedingly in his undertaking, so as 
he is in debt to many of us, and hath had ar great deal more of me 
than his due. Therefore pay him no more, f will send^ you the ac- 
count for him and rest, whom I undertook for. 

I shall expect your mother and you and the rest of our company 
here the next spring, if God will. For directions for your passage, I 
have written about it to your uncle D. and your mother, and 1 am 
tired out with writing and much business. Commend my love 
and blessing to your brother Forth, and your sister M., my 
neice. Matt, and the rest of our family, and my kind salutations to 
all my good friends and neighbours, who inquire of us, and to 
Mr. Nicdson. ^ 

For your sister Winthrop, if she will come over, I will provide 
for her as mine own ; if not, she hath a bond of £400. Yet you 
know there is not so much due to her ; for your brother had much 
money of me out of the £400 I had of him, besides what he ought to 
your sister Mary. Yet, if it be to be had, I would pay it her, as it 
can be raised ; but then she must give me a general release. 

If money be brought to you or your uncle Downing for goodman 
Lockwood, let Mr. Peirce be paid his bill of provisions for him, and 
bring the rest with you. 

For Perth's coming over, I leave it to my sister Painter her dis- 
posing. If they come, they shall be welcome. These afflictions we 
have met with need discourage none, for the country is exceeding 
good, and the climate very like our own ; only people must come 
well provided, and not too many at once. Pease may come, if he 
will, and such other as you shall think fit, but not many, and let 
those be good, and but few servants, and those useful ones. 

Take order that a copy of my relation, &c. be sent to Sir Nath. 
Bamardiston, and my excuse of not writing to him and Sir Wm. 
Spring, with my salutations to them both ; and if Sir Nath. hath put 
in no money, let him forbear still. 

You must call to Mr. Andrews in Bowe Lane for £20, which 
Mr. Pincheon hath appointed for you, and jou are to pay it, and £30 
more, to Mr. Rich. Andrews, at the Mermaid in Cheapside ; but you 
must first inquire if it were lent to us, as we were promised at 
Hampton. It may be paid soon after Michaelmas next There is 
also £208 to be paid to Mr. Cradock, or Mr. Woodward at his house 
in St. Bartl. near the Exchange, September 8, for which Mr. Johnson 
and I stood bound ; but, if it be not ready, I think Mr. Cradock will 
get it continued. 

Here is a barrel of neat of Bulbrooke's of Wenham* If I did not 
pay for it, let it be paid. 

If you reckon witn Mr. Wall, thus it stands : You receive of him 
by Mr. Chamber (to whom I desirfe to be kindly r^membfered) 
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The passage for himself, hi& wife and a servant comes to £16.10 

For one xsow.. ^•mmm^.^.m^lSJQQ 

For tonnage of his goods.. • IIM 

42.12 
Demand the rest of him, and certify me of it 

Henry Kingsbury hath appointed money to be ^tad to you by [blank.1 

John Warren hath appointed money to be paid to you by the bond 
he left with you. He owes beside £10, beside his present provisions. 

Demand of Stone and Bragge of Neyland, £15. You have bond 
for it 

Mr. Goffe's and my account stands thus : 

He received of me in England at several payment8.M«M..£642.00 

More of me for mj brother Downing............... ..107.02 

You have paid him since, by my direction from Hampton 
He is to discount for two mares and a horse, (one Mr. 

Brand's,) which died bj the way....,..,.............,............M..........2y.0O 

He is allowed for ninety-six passengers, at £4............M......«.d84.00 

For twenty-four cows, (ten being for my broth. D.)........MM...d6l.00 

For thirty-two tons of goods, at £3. 

I must end. The Lord God Almighty bless you, and send you 
all hiflier in peace. Farewell, my dear son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

Commend me to old Pond, and tell him both his sons are well, and 
remember their duty to him. He must needs send his son John 
acme more provisions, for much of that he brought was spoiled by the 
way. You must demand money of him. His reckoning stands thus : 

His passage and goods come to..M.M. £27.00 

One cow...^..................^ .>.,. ...........M^....M...........mM.......M.>.15.00 



I had of him, £10.04. 42.00 

Rest due................32.00. 

Charlton, July 23, 1630. 

For the country itself, I can discern little difference between it 
and our own. We have had only two days, which I have observed 
more hot than in En^and. Here is as good land as I have seen 
there, but none so bad as there. Here is sweet air, fair rivers, and < 

Centy of springs, and the water better than in England. Here can 
I no want of any thing to those, who bring means to raise out of the 
earth and sea. 

Te my very loving Son^ Mr. Johv WnrTHBOP, > 
^ at Oroton^ in Suffolk^ i*d, \ 
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A 46. 

Charleton in New England, August 14, 1630. 

Mj good Son, 

I RECEIVED your letters by Mr. Hason^ ship, and do much 
reJMce, and bless the Lwd for the good news of all your welfares. 
For our condition here, and our voyage hither, I wrote to you, about a 
fortnight since, by Mr. Revel, but more fully in a journal and relation, 
which 1 sent to your uncle Downing ; jret I could [not] make any 
perfect relation, for want of time and leisure, and 1 am still as much 
straitened as before, so as I must refer you and all my friends to my 
former report as it is. Withal I sent a card of our voyage at sea, which 
Capt MiUMrne drew for me. I wrote, also, how the Lord*^ hand iiad 
been very heavy upon our people in these parts, and that which I 
conceived to be the reason why so many fell sick, and so many died, 
and what course you should take when your mother is to come hitl^er,' 
&C, I can now only write a word or two for direction about our 
affairs ; and so I shall leave my blessing with you. First, for the land, 
(if it be not already sold,) you must sell it speedily, for much debt 
will lie upon us. For Mr. Appleton, take no money of him, for he 
can have no cows : there came not on shore one half of them. I had 
jCl5 of Mrs. Sands for a cow for her brother Goffe; but he could 
have none now : ergo, if she will not have him have it at next return, 
let her have her money again. 

' Pay Mr. Goffe no more money, but reauire the remainder; and, if 
he reiuse to pay it, it were well his bona were put in suit If you 
have money to spare, send over some more cows and goats, and 
brinff £100 with you, or 2. 

Tne beef we had of Mr. Stretton is as sweet and good as if 
it were but a month powdered. You shall know of o£er things 
by your mother^ letters. We have powder and pieces enoug^i, but 
want flints and bird*shot and store of chalk. But I must end. 'fhe 
Lord bless you, and send you hither in safety. Farewell, my good son. 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

To my vtry loving Son^ Mr. John Winthrop, ) 
at Oroton^ Suffolk^ d^d, J 

A 47. 
My dear Wife, 

The blessine of God all-sufficient be upon thee and all my 
dear ones with thee forever. 

I praise the good Lord, though we see much mortality, sickness 
and trouble, yet (such is his mercy) myself and children, with most 
of my family, are yet living, and in health, and enjoy prosperity 
enough, if the afflictions of our brethren did not hold under the com- 
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fort of it The ladj Arbella is dead, and sood Mr. Higginson, mj 
servant, old Waters of Neyland, and many oSiers. Thus tne Lord is 
pleased still to hambie us ; jet he mixes so many mercies with his 
corrections, as we are persuaded he will not cast us off, bat, in his 
due time, will do us good, according to the measure of our afflictions* 
He stays but till he hath purged oar corruptions, and healed the hard- 
ness and errour of our hearts, and stripped us of our vain confidetice 
in this arm of flesh, that he may have us rely wholly upon himself. 
The French ship, so long expected, and given for lost is now come 
safe to us, about a fortnight since, havine been twelve weeks at sea; 
and yet her passengers (being but few) all safe and well but one, and 
her goats but six living of eighteen. So as now we are somewhat re- 
freshed with such goods and provisions as she brought, though much 
thereof hath receiv^ damage bv wet. I praise God, we have many 
occasions of comfort here, and do hope, that our days of affliction will 
soon have an end, and that the Lord will do us more good i|^ the end 
than we could have expected, that will abundantly recompense for 
all the trouble we have endured. Yet we may not look at great 
things here. It is enough that we shall have heaven, thoueh we 
should pass throueh hell to it. We here enjoy Grod and Jesus Christ 
Is not this enough ? What would we have more ? I thank God, I 
like so well to be here, as I do not repent my coming ; and if I were 
to come again, I would not have altered my course, thoush I had 
foreseen all these afflictions. I never fared better in my lite, never 
slept better, never had more content of mind, which comes merely of 
the Lord^ good hand ; for we have not the like means of these com- 
forts here, which we had in England. But the Lord is all-sufficient 
blessed be his holy name. If he please, he can still uphold us in this 
estate ; but if he shall see sood ta make us partakers with oAers in 
more affliction, his will be done. He is our God, and may dispose of 
us as he sees good. 

I am sorry to part with thee so soon, seeing we meet so seldom, and 
mv much business hath made me too oft forget Mondays and Fridays. 
I long for the time, when I may see thy sweet face again, and the 
faces of my dear children. But I must break off, and desire thee to 
commend me kindly to all my good friends, and excuse my not 
writing at this time. If God please once to settle me, I shall make 
amenoL I will name now out such as are nearest to thee, my 
broth, and sister Gostlin, Mr. Leigh, &c. Castleins, my neighbour Cole 
and his good wife, with the rest of my good neighbours, tenants and 
servants. The good Lord bless thee and all our children and fiunily. 
So I kiss my sweet wife and my dear children, and rest 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

I would have written to Maplest^, if I had time. Thou nraa^ 
excuse me, and remember me kindly to them all. 
This is the third letter I have written to thee from New England. 

September 9, 1630. 
48 VOL. I. 
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A 48. 

Mjr Q^ood SoD) 

The pood Lord bless you ever, 

T have written to joar mother and to jour uncle Downing at large 
of all things here, to which I must refer you, in regard of mj much 
business and little leisure here. 

I shall expect your mother and you and the rest of my company 
here next spring, (if God will.) 1 pray take order (if it be possible) 
to make even reckoning with all before you come over, and get a 
good ship and forty hogsheads of meal at least, well cleansed from the 
bran, and laid abroad three or four days before it be- packed ; peas 
and oatmeal, well dried, as much as you can ; good store of dry, Sunblk 
cheese, brought loose, or packed in very dry malt ; butter and tried 
suet ; sugar and fruit ; pepper and ginger ; store of coarse nigs, both to 
use and ^ell ; a hogshead of wine vmegar, and another of verjuice, 
both in good casks and iron-bound. We have losi much by bad 
casks. Bestow every thing in even hogsheads, if you can ; for it will 
save much in the charge of freight Brins some good dil, pitch and 
tar, and a good piece of an old cable to make oakum ; for that which 
was sent is mucn lost Some more cows would be brought, espe- 
cially two new milchy which must be Well mealed and milked by the 
way, and some goats, especially sheep, (if they can be had.) Bring 
some store of garlick and onions, and conserve of red roses, alum, 
and aloes, oiled skins, both calf and sheep, and some worsted ribbing 
of several sizes. This is the third letter I have written to you from 
here. Commend me to all our friends. My love and blessing to 
your brother and sisters, your sister Winthrop and cousin^ Matt 
mj love and service to Mr. Gurdon and his wife. Salutations to 
Mr. Jacy, Mr. Chamber, and the rest of the good ministers, Mr. Nott 
and Mr. Brand. I laid out £15 to Mr. GofTe for a cow for his son. 
Commend me to all my good neighbours, Mr. Jarrold, William Pond, 
and the rest. Those who were to have cows delivered here, and 
failed, must have their money again, my cousin [blank] of Battlesden, 
£20. I can think of no other, but Mrs. Sands, £l5. Commend me 
to her ; and if you see them at Graces, remember me to them. The 
Lord bless you. Farewell. 

Your loying father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

September 9, 1630. 



A 49, 
My sweet Wife, 

The blessing of the Almighty be upon thee and thine forever. 

There is a ship- arrived at Plimouth, some thirty miles from us, 

which came from London the 10th of August, and was twelve weeks 
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at sea in such tempests as she spent all her masts ; yet^ of sixty pas- 
sengers, she lost but one. All the rest (through the Lord's great 
mercy) are safe and in health. £dy of Boxted, who came in her, 
told me, a fortnight since, that he had many letters in the ship for 
me ; but I hear not yet of them, which makes me now (having oppor- 
tunity to send to Plimouth) to write these few lines to thee, lest the 
ship should be gone before i have received my letters, and can return 
answer to them. Thou shalt understand by this, how it is with us 
since I wrote last, (for this [is] the third or fourth letter 1 have writ- 
ten to thee since I came hither,) that thou mayest see the goodness of 
the Lord towards roe, that, when so many have died, and many yet lan- 
guish, myself and my children are yet living and in health. Yet I have 
lost twelve of my family, viz. Waters and his wife, and two of 

5 his children, Mr.Gager and his man Smith of Buxall and his wife 
g . and two children, the wife of Taylor of Haverill and their child : 
2 my son H. makes the twelve. And, besides many other of less 
P note, as Jeff. Rusgle of Sudbury, and divers others of that town, 
^ (about twenty,) the Lord hath stripped us of some principal per- 
ff sons, Mr. Johnson and his lady, Mr. Rossiter, Mrs. Phillips and 

6 others unknown to thee. We conceive, that this disease grew 
g* from ill diet at sea, and proved infectious. I write not this to 
S* discourage thee, but to warn thee and others to provide well for 
I the sea, and, by God's help, the passage will be safe and easy, 

how long soever. Be careful (I entreat thee) to observe the direc- 
tions in my former letters ; and I trust that that God, who hath so 
graciously preserved and blessed us hitherto, will bring us to see the 
races of each other with abundance of joy. My dear wife, we are 
here in a paradise. Though we have not beef and mutton, &c. yet 
(God be praised) we want them not ; our Indian corn answers for 
all. Yet here is fowl and iish in great plenty. I will here break 
off, because I hope to receive letters from thee soon, and to have 
opportunity of writing more largely. I will say nothing of my love 
to thee, and of my longing desires towards thee. Thou knowest my 
heart. Neither can I mention salutations to my good friends, other 
than in general. In my next, I hope to supply all. Now the Lord^ 
our good God, be with thee and all my children and company with 
thee. Grace and peace be with you all. So I kiss my sweet wif^ 
and all my dear children, and blessyou in the Lord, Farewell. 

Thy faithful husband, 

JO. WINTHROP, 

Boston, in Mattachusets, ? 
JWwember 29, 1630. J 

Thou must excuse my not writing to my son John and other of my 
friends at this time ; for I defer it till I receive my letters. 

To Marg. Winthrop, thfC elder ^ > 
at Grotony d'rf. > 



£ 
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A 50. 

My dear Wife, 

. I HAVE small hope, thai this should come to thj hands, in re- 
gard of the long stay of the ship here, so as thou mayest be well on- 
ward of thy way hither before these can come to England. Therefore 
I write little to thyself and my son, and those whom I expect to see 
here shortly, if it shall so please the Lord. And blessed be his holy 
and glorious name, that he hath so far magnified his mercy towards 
us, that, when so manj have been laid in their graves since we parted, 
yet he hath pleased to preserve us unto this hope of a joyful meeting, 
that we may see the faces of each other again, the faces of our chil- 
dren and sweet babes. These things I durst scarce think of hereto- 
fore ; but now I embrace them oft, and delight my heart in them, 
because I trust, that the Lord, our God, who hath kept me and so 
many of my company in health and safety among so many dead 
corpses, through the heat of the summer and the cold of winter, and 
hath also preserved thee in the peril of childbirth, and upheld thy 
heart in the midst of so many discouragements, with the life of all 
thy company, will, of his own goodness and free mercy, preserve us 
and ours still, that we shall meet in joy and peace, which I daily 
^ay for, and shall expect in the Lord's good time ; who still continue 
is favour and blessing upon thee and our sweet babes and all thy 
company. For our little daughter, do as thou thinkest best. The 
Lord direct thee ip it. If thou bringest her, she will be more trouble 
to thee in the ship than all the rest. I know my sister will be tender 
of her, till I may send for her. Bring Amy and Ann Gostlin with 
tiiee, if thou canst. If they come not, they will much wrong them- 
selves. They need fear no want here, if they will be guided by 
God's word ; otherwise they can look to prosper nowhere. I praise 
God, I want nothing but thee and the rest of my family. Commend 
my love and blessing to them all, and to all my neighbours and 
friends; but I have desired my brother Gostlin to perform that. 
Remember to brin^ juice of lemons to sea with thee, for thee and thy 
company to eat witn your meat as sauce. But of these things, my 
son bath direction, feo again I kiss thee, my sweet wife, and com- 
mend thee and all ours to the Lord, and rest 

Thine, 
JUarch ?8, 1631, JO. WINTHROP. 



A 5U 
My good Son, 

The blessing of the Almighty be upon thy soul and life 
forever. 

Among many the sweet mercies of my God towards me in this 
itrange land, where we huve met many troubles and adversities, this 
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is not the least, and that which affords much comfort to my heart, 
that he hath given me a loving and dutiful son. God all-sufficient 
reward thee abundantly for all thy care and pains in my affairs, and 
for all tliat love and duty thou hast showed to thy good mother. I 
doubt not but thou shalt find it in outward blessings, for thou art un- 
der the promise of having thy days prolon^d ; but I desire es- 
pecially thou mayest find it in the manifestation of the good will of 
the Lord towards thee, and, in those spiritual blessings, which may 
fatten thy soul. 

This ship staying so long here, I am almost out of hope, that my 
letters should come to thy hands ; for, though 1 think very long till I 
see you all here, jret I would rather you stayed, though it were two 
or three months, to come with Mr. Peirce, partly because of his skill 
and care of his passengers, and partly that we might be the better 
provided of housing, &c. to entertain you. For we are much strait- 
ened yet that way, and we have had divers houses burnt, and now, 
within these two days, Mr. Sharpe and Mr. Colburne, both of our 
town, had their houses burnt to the ground, and much goods lost 
Thus it pleaseth the Lord still to humble us. I doubt not but he 
will do us the more good at the last 



I have written to your uncle D. concerning all our business, fearing 
you should be come away. I have sent the assignment sealed. I 
left all my bonds and writings in my cupboard at Groton, or else at 



London. 

Bring no provision with you, but meal, and peas, and some oat- 
meal, and sugar, fruit, figs, and pepper, and good store of saltpetre, 
and conserve of red roses, ana mithridate, good store of pitch, 
and ordinary suet or tallow. Bring none but wine vin^r, and 
not much of that, and be sure that the cask be good ; store of oiled 
calves-skins of the largest; and the strongest welt leather shoes and 
stockings for children ; and hats of all sizes. If you could bring two 
or three hundred sheep-skins and lamb-skins, with the wool on, dyed 
red, it would be a good commodity here; and the coarsest woollen 
cloth, (so it be not flocks,) and of sad colours, and some red ; millstones, 
some two foot and some three foot over, with bracings ready cast, 
and rings* and mill-bills ; store of shoemakers' thread and hobnails ; 
chalk and chalk-line; and a pair or two, or more, of large, steel 
compasses ; store of coarse linen ; some birdlime. 

When you have cleared all things in England, if you have any 
money left, you may bring some with you, (not above j^lOO,) and the 
rest leave with your uncle D. or dispose ot it as your own occasions 
may require. Anywise, Matt must have £400, and there will be 
much due to your sister Winthrop, which were best to be left in 
England. But you must advise wilh your uncle D. about these 
things ; for I am so full of business here, as I cant think of mine own 
affiurs as I should. You must also consider what you would have 
for yourself, and how you would employ it 

I never had letter yet from your brother F. If he intends to 
come hither, it were ^ood he sold his land, and paid his sister her 
£100, which be promised when I put over his land to him. You 
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shall need bring no more cows, for I have enough. The good Lord 
bless jou, and bring jou and all my company hither in safety. So 
I rest 

Tour loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 
Massachusetts, March 28, 1631. 

I hope the Lord hath provided a good husband for your sister 
"Winthrop. Mr. Coddington is well affected to her. If he proceed, 
I Wish you to further it ; for he is a godly man, and of good estate. 

To my very loving Son^ Mr. John Winthrop, \ 

at London^ d^d, f 

U he be come away, my brother Downing may ^ 

open this letter. ) 



A 52. 

My dear Son, 

Blessed be our good God, who hath not failed us, but hath 
given us cause of most unspeakable joy, for the good news, which we 
have heard out of New England. Mr. Wilson had been with me be- 
fore thy letters came to my l)ands, but brought me no letter. He speaks 
very well of things there, so as my heart and thoughts are there alrea- 
dy. I want but means to carry my body after them. I am now fully 
persuaded, that it is the place wherein God will have us to settle 
m ; and I beseech him to fit us for it, that we may be instruments 
of his glory there. This news came very seasonable to me, being 
possessed with much grief for thee, hearing how things went concem- 
me thy wife's jointure. But now I have cast off* that, and hope God 
whI turn all to the best. If thou canst but send me over when Mr. 
Wilson goeth back, I $hall be very, very glad of his compan v. if thy 
manifold employments will not suffer thee to go with me, 1 shall be 
very sorry for it; fori would be glad to carry all my company with 
me. But I will not say any more of this till 1 hear from thee, bow 
things may . be done. I pray consider of it, and give me the best 
counsel you can. Mr. Wilson is now in London, and promised me 
to come and see you. He cannot yet persuade his^ wife to go, for 
all he hath taken this pains to come and fetch her. I marvel what 
mettle she is made of.^ Suroshe will yield at last, or else we shall 
want him exceedingly in New England. I desire to hear what news 



X I believe she could not be induced to come till ber husband had made a 
second voyage to England, and, on his third coming, in November, 1635, she 
probably attended him. Her admission to Boston church is of 20 March, 
1636—6. 
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mj brother Downing hath ; for m j husband writ but little to me, 
thinking we had been on our vojUge. And thus, with my love to thy- 
self, mj daughter, and all the rest of my good friends, 1 desire tne 
Lord to bless and keep you, and rest 

Your loving mother, 

MARGARET WINTHROR 

I received the things you sent down by the carrier this week, 
and thank my daughter for my band. 1 like it well. I must, of 
necessity, make me a gown to wear every day, and would have one 
bought me of some good strong black stuff', and Mr. Smith to make 
it of the civilest now in use. If my sister Downing would please to 
give him some directions about it, he would make it the better. 

[May or June, 1631.] 
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My worthy and beloved Brother, 

I AM told by my mother, — ^and she showed me a letter, which 
you have very kindly written to my father, — that you will repay certain 
money, that was taken up in London, by reason of my troubles occa- 
sioned by God's providence in that my so much desired match with 
your dearest brother, which the Lord otherwise ordered, and brought 
his estate into your hands. The Lord prosper it unto you and 
yours. I shall truly pray for you, and desire your prayers may be 
before the Lord for me, who am left to pass through the miseries of a 
troublesome pilgrimage. I thank you for the continuance of your 
love. My father and mother are very kind unto me, and will not be 
wanting, I know, in their love. But, though the Lord should greatly 
increase your estate by the loss of my dearest friend, and the lessen- 
ing of my poor portion, and laying; other hindrances upon me, yet 
shall I never think my love ill settled upon one, that loved me so 
dearly, though he could leave me nothine but his prayers for me and 
the interest 1 have in your love, whose kindness is so clearly mani- 
fested, like the kindness of Ruth, to the living and to the dead. The 
£30 you writ of was taken up of my uncle Talley ; besides which, 
the £10 my father's man brought with him, and the £,5 of Mr. 
Brinscely, and £8 from my uncle Downing, goeth out of that sum of 
£50 in his hands, which my father Paynter was willing mother should 
add to my portion, which was but £^0 before, for your brother. 
And now that is all spent, excepting very little. But in all this I do 
submit myself patiently to the will of God, and take it as the least 
part of that great affliclion. I do not mention any of this to press 
you, good brother; neither are you bound, but as the consideration 
of God's dealing, both with you and your brother and me, shall move 
you« Your promises were your kmdness. I could not deserve 
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them, forlorn and desolate as I was. Tet they were comfortable in 
that case, and I still thank joa, and pray the Lord to reward yon. 

The mare I confess I should desire to get down> if it might stand 
with your good liking. I hope to ride to Sutton upon her shortly. 
Mr. Brinscely knows how^ to send her down by the carrier. 1 am 
ashamed to not all these things in a letter, which your well known love 
and ready kindness would prevent me in, if i could but see you, 
nay, hath prevented. My father and mother desire to see you all, if 
it be possible, though they have little hope, by reason of my father's 
employments. Pray remember my unfeigned love to my sister your 
wire, and my sister Elizabeth Wmthrop. Pray certify her, that I 
received her lovins letter, and excuse me to her, that I have not now 
written to her. 1 should be very thankful, if you would be pleased 
to let me hear from you, the messenger of your welfare being always 
welcome, and much rejoicing the heart of me. 

Your ever-loving sister, 

URSULA SHERMAN. 

My mother remembereth her love to yourself and your wife, and 
thanks you both for your kind tokens you sent her by me. She de- 
sires to be excused for not writing you at this time. 

Frtm^ Exeter, June 18, 1631. 

7*0 my worthy and very lovirijg Brother^ Mr. JoHir Winthrop, I 
nt Groton in Suffolk^ d}d, > 

[Does this letter come from a msuden betrothed to Forth ? I know nothing of 
him^ but that he was left in England, when bis father came over ; and his first 
letter to John in England leaves it to his sister Painter^s disposing, whether 
Forth should come or not. Another, of March, 1631, mentions him. F. was 
old enough then to be married, and, I imagine, died that spring of 1631. 
Henry Painter, of Exeter, was one of the celebrated Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, and my conjecture is, that he married the mother of the above- 
mentioned lady. There would, therefore, have been a double connexion 
between Gov. Winthrop and Painter, by the marriage of the govemour^'s 
eldest son, John, with lUizabeth, daughter of Painter, and by the marriage of 
his third son, Forth, with Ursula Sherman, daughter of Painter^s wife.] 
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My dear Son, 

I HOPE the Lord hath carried you safe to England, with our 
most dear Mr. ^ Warner, and the rest of pur good brethren and friends. 
There is nothing befallen since your departure, but Mr. Peirce came 
from I<^araganset, three days after, with five hundred bushels of 
corn only. At the court it was informed, that some of Salem had 

1 Undoubtedly Wilson is meant. 
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taken out a piece of the cros^in their ensign; whereupon we sent 
forth an attachment to. bring in the parties at the ne&t coart» where 
they are lilceto be punished for their indiscreet zeal, for the people 
are generally offended with it. Mrs. ^W, was at first- very much 
affected witn her husband's departure, but she is now well pacified. 
I intend to send this letter by Capt. Uoderhill, who bath leave to go 
see his frii^s in Holland. If he come to you, he can inform yon of 
all thiogs here. As I was writing this, Ricliard came ta and told me» 
the^gs had killed an old wolf this morning in our neck; She made 
more resistance than both the former. I have many things to write 
to you about, for such necessaries as are to be provided and sent 
over; but this occasion is sudden, and I can't think of them> but shall 
write more lai^eiy by Mr. P. if the Lord will. Yourself know what 
will be needle n and therefore may consider accordingly. Remember 
copperas, white and green, and two or three pounds of Paracelsus's 
plaister, and some Bast Indian bezoarj store of sail cloth, nails, cord* 
age, ))itch, tallow and wick, steel spades and shovels, two hand saws 
and small axes, the best of all, whatever they cost. Commend us to 
all our good friends where you be come, Mr. W. and the rest, your 
uncles, aunts, &c. Advise Mr. W. to keep close by all means, and 
mak^,hast^ back. The giaod Lord bless and prosper you, that we 
may^^el'^ySiii* face With joy. . Your mother, &c. salute and bless 
you. Farewell. 

JSTovember 6, 1634. 

To my loving 5on, Mr. John Wiwthrop, d'rf, i 
at Mr, Downing his Chambcjr^ in the Inner \ 
Temple Lane^ London, \ 



A 55. 

My good Son, , 

The Lord bless thee ever. 

I wrote to you by Capt. Underbill, who went hence in Mr* Babb'a 
ship ; since which time here arrived a ship from Barnstable of two 
hundred tons, Mr. Packers master. She brought about twenty pas- 
sengers and forty cattle. She lost but two, and yet was seventeen 
weeks outward bound, whereof five in Ireland. She now returns 
empty with Mr. Peirce, by whom I send these. , 

All things continue as when you left us ; only Mrs. Warham is 
dead, and Mr. Hooker's young son, (who died of the small pox, which 
are very rife at Newton,) and two men of our town, Willys and 
Doretye; and two lads were cast away in a great tempest at 
N. E. on Friday, November 21, in the night, between Noddle's Island 
and Boston, in a small boat, which they had overladen with wood. 
Myself and divers others were in the same tempest, not without 

1 Perhaps this means Wilson^s wife ; but see nole on p* 382. 
49 VOL, I. 
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some peril, bnt tiie Lord preseired us. Mr. Sewall's boat was then 
in the cove at the head oi Cape Ann, and broken to pieces, but the 
men and goods saved. The pestilent fever hath taken away some at 
Plimouth ; amon^ others, Mr. Prence the govemour his wife, and 
Mr. Allerton's wife. 

We met the last week, to consider about the business of the ensign 
at Salem, and have written a letter to my brother Downing, wherein, 
unde^ our hands, we signify our dislike of the action, and our pur- 
pose to punish the offenders.^ 

I wrote to you in my former letter about divers things, which we 
should have need^f, which I will here insert also, with addition of 
some others. 

The Pekods sent two embassies to us. The first time, thev 
went away without answer. The next time, we agreed a peace with 
them, (for friendly commerce only,) which was that they desired^ 
haring now war with the Dutch and Narigansetts, upon these 
terms, viz. that they should deliver us those men, who kdled Capt 
Stone, &c. and surrender up to us their right in Conecticott, 
which they willingly agreed unto, and offered us a great present of 
wampompeag, and beavers, and otter, with this expression, that we 
might, with part thereof, procure their peace with the Narigansetts, 
(themselves standing upon terms of honour, not to offer any thing of 
themselves.) 

Winter hath begun early with us. The bay hath been frozen all 
over, but is now open again ; and we had a snow last week of much 
depth in many places. It came with so violent a storm, as it put by 
our lecture for that day. I wish that, in your return, you would 
observe the winds and weather, every day, that we may see how it 
agrees with our parts. 

Mr. Ward continues at your house this winter, and Mr. Clerk 
(to give him content) in his own. Mr. CI. finds much fault with 
voor servants John and Sarah, and tells me they will not earn tiieir 
bread, and that Ned is worth them all. 

Spades and shovels. 

Felling axes, and other small axes. 

Nails of 6, 10 and 20. 

Piercer bitts. 

Sithes for grass, and two brush sithes. 

Copperas, white and green. 

Emplastrum Paracelsi, two or three lb. 

Emplastrum de mim. 

Trading cloth, good store, if money may be had. 

Brown thread, and hair buttons, and a hogshead of twine for her- 
ring nets. 

Shoes, two soaled, strong, and the best Irish stockings and wash 
leather stockings. 

1 Six lines are here perfectly eraaed, possibly at the time of writing, 
but it may be since* 
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Strong cloth 9uit8« unlinen and linen suits of canvas. 

Suet, tallow, and wick, 

A carpenter, and a husbandman, and a rope-maker, and a cooper. 

Some muskets. 

Store of brimstone. 

A brake for hemp. 

Brin^ the more of all necessaries, because thiis is the last we shall 
have without custom. 

If my brother Tindale would let you have £100, you may give 
him assurance of so much in cattle here, to be presently set out for 
my wife and her children, with the increase, or for £200, if he will. 

Commend us to all our good friends, your aunt Downing and uncle 
G, and aunts, those at Maplested, Graces, Assington, Groton, 
Charter-House, Sir Richard S. and his son, and all the rest, as you 
have occasion, Mr. Kirby, &c. and Mr. Howes; and make haste 
back. And if tiiere be any matter of importance, write bv the first 
fishing ships. Direct your letters 4:o Capt. Wiggin, or Mr. Hilton. 
Your mother and the rest are in health, (1 praise God.) We all salute 
you. The good Lord direct, keep and bless you. Farewell, my 
good son. 

Jkcemher 12, 1634. 

To my dear Son^ Mr. John Wiwthrop, at the Hotise ) 
of Mr, JDotoningy in Zdncoln^s Fields^ near the > 
Golden Lion Tavern, Londjm^ d^d, ) 



A 56. 
Son, 

I WENT to Ten Hills this morning, with your mother and 
your wife, to have seen goodman Bushnell ; but the Lord had taken 
him Away half an hour before we came there. So I made haste down 
to send you notice of it ; but the ship was under sail before I came, 
which gives me no time to write further to you, for I must send the 
boat presently after her. You shall receive of Mr. Hodges the key 
of one of his chests, where the seeds are; the key of the other can't be 
found ; so you must break it open. There is in one of them a rundlet 
of honey, which she desires may be sent to her against she lie down. 
She desires you to take an inventoiy of all he hath there. We are 
all in health, I praise God for it. Your t^fro men you left sick, your 
wife and mother, and all of us, salute you and your good company. 
The Lord bless and prosper you. Farewell, my good son. 

This 28 of the 1 mo'. 1636. 

To my very loving Sont Mr. Wibtthrop, Jan. ) 
Govemour of Coneciicott, d, \ 
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A 57. 

Son, 

Blessed be the Lord, who hath preserved and prospered joa 
hitherto. 

I received your letters by the Blessing, which arrived here the 14 
of this present, and is to return to you with Mr. Pincheon's goods, so 
toon as she can be laden. By her I shall (God willing) write to you 
of other things, which I may now omit. It our wife and all oor fami- 
ly (I praise God) are in health. I think yoa will have no letter from 
her till the Blessing come. It hath been earnestly pressed to have 
her goto Virginia for Mr. Maverick and his corn ; but I have no 
heart to it at this season, being so perilous both to the vessel, (for 
worms,) and especially the persons. ^ I will never have any that be- 
long to me come there, if I can avoid it ; but Mr. Mayhew hath taken 
order the Rebecca shall go, if she can be met with. 

The Lord, in much mercy, sent us a ship the 12 of this present 
with provisions ; but she had put in at Pascataqua, and sold much 
there ; for she brought only thirty-nine hogsheads of meal, twenty- 
five of peas, eight of oatmeal, forty of malt, and some beef, and 
?nines and aquavitse, eighteen thousand of [^unknown.]] My brother 
'etei- bought it all, and divided it among s^ll the 

[Here about sixteen lines are gone, the paper being tora.j 
Queen of Bohemia her eldest son is in England, and no speech of 
any stop of shipping hither, nor of the general govecnour, more than 
divers years before. This ship came in eight weeks from Dartmouth, 
and saith, there had not been an easterly wind in England fourteen 
weeks before. 

For home news— the general court hath ordained a standing 
council for life, and quarterly courts to be kept at Ipswich, Salem, 
Newtown and Boston ; and four courts in the year at Boston, for 
greater causes, and for appeals. Mr. Allerton is returned, but had 
a very ill voyage. His bark lay ten days upon the rock, and be^t out 
all her keel ; and so, the second time, Mr. Mayhew and he could get 
bat little provisions, and at extreme rates, but six hogsheads of bread, 
and few peas. I can get but one barrel of peas of Mr. Allerton, 
which I will send you. Some pork they brought*, but so lean as I 
have not seen the like salted, xhe Indians killed up all their swine, 
so as Capt. Lovell had none ; but you shall have beef instead of it. 
I have sent to Ipswich for your cattle and your servant; for it will 
be great loss to keep them there. I will take the others irom Mr. 
Mayhew so soon as grass is up. 

■ [The same deficiency as above mentioned.] 
I sent you two letters lately, one by Mr. Hodges, and the other by 
Mr. Oldham, wherein I certifaed you of the deaSi of gdodman Bush- 
nell, one whom you will miss above all the rest. I had him down to 
Boston, to do him what honour i could at his burial. Your carpenter 
and the other fellow (who, I think, truly fears God) arc recovering, 
and, 1 hope, shall be able to come to you in the Blessing. I pray send 
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me 8iiin« saltpetre ; for I suppose it was a means, ttifot^h God's 
blessing, to save one of their lives, being far spent in a fever* 

I purpose to send you some milch goats and swine. The prunes 
I suppose you maj sell such of them as jou can't spend. The butt 
cost £10, and should weigh near one thousand pounds. The 
aquavitse was put aboard by my brother Peter's Order^ without my 
'appointment. It cost £22. What you will not spend of it, you 
may sell to the Dutch for profit enough. 

i sent yoQ two letters by Mr. Tilly. [A line and a half erased.^ 
Your brother Stephen was desirous to come to you. If you have any 
em[>}oyment for him, you may keep him ; otherwise you may return 
him* back. 

This ship is bound for the Isle of Sable, If you will send, the 
Blessing with her, she may be here time enough a month hence. 
But two things I fear : first, that here will be no men nor provisions 
to set her forth with : the second, that both of them mil not be of 
sufficient strength against the French ; for this ship hath not aboye 
fourteen men. Neither would I send any of ours without tidying 
leave of the French. 

I think the bark goeth away in the morning. Therefore I here end, 
with salutations to all our fnends with you, Mr. Gardiner and his 
wife, &c. Your mother saluteth you ; your wife writes. The Lord 
in mercy preserve, guide, prosper and bless you in all your ways. 
Farewell, my good son. 

Mr. Hooker and his company intend to set forth three weeks 
hence. 

This 26 of the 2 mo. 1636. 

This night we hear of a ship arrived at Pemaquid, and of twenty^ 
four ships upon the seas, bound hither. 



To my very lotrir^ fifow, Mr. Wiwthrop, Jun, Oovetnour > 
o/ the new Planiution upon Connecticut^ d'^d, ) 



\)y^ 






A 58. 

QuENBTiouT, May 16, 1636. 

Sir, 

John Wood being retnhied without any com, I shall now 
desire, that I may be supplied, by the first shipping that arrive with 
any store of provisions, with ten or twelve hogshei^s of meal, five or 
six hogsheads of peas, two or three barrels of oatmeal, two hogsheads 
of beef; for, if we should want, I see no means to be supplied here; 
and a little want may overthrow all our design. 

I send home the bachelor, and desire your help for her disposing. 
I must, of necessity, have her return here, for I may shortly have 
much use of her; but I desire they may go for shares, and victual 



^ 
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ihemselfes, which John Wood and his companj are willing to do. I 
cannot find, that the miscarriage of his vojage was throaeh his de- 
ftult, bat contrary winds. Therefore I am desirous he would and 
that companj eo still in her, so they will go for shares^ and victual 
themselves. The Blessing I would sell, if any will buy her at £l60, 
or £150— she cost £145, besides some new sail and rigging, and 
a new cable, above £20 — the cable is special good; excipt you 
should foresee any occasion, that she should rather be kept still ; or 
if there be employment to Sable for her. But, if she continues still . 
to go upon any design, I desire she should go likewise for her 
fihare, the men to find themselves ; . otherwise I would have her 
laid up at Boston till further occasion. . The men I desire should be 
discharsed, as soon as ever they come ashore, and their wages paid 
them. I thank you for the bread you sent You write of eight 
hundred, but there is not above three hundred and an 'half, at most, 
delivered, besides one hundred they keep still aboard. The rest I 
cannot learn what become of it, but that it hath been wastefuUy 
spent Thev had, besides, half an hogshead of bread of their own, 
which was liKewise spent, and they were but two [tom,^ eleven per- 
sons, they say, most of that time, [much torn ;] for they pillaged her 
the time they had her to Salem pitifully, that sne hath neither blocks 
lior braces, nor running ropes, which the bolt Will saith, that Mr. 
Holgrave cut them off He saw him. Therefore I have agreed 
with John Wood, Frederick and George, to take her to thirds. 
Thus, with my duty remembered, I rest 

Your obedient son, 

JOHN WINTHROP. 



A 59. 

Son, 

Mr. Hooker went hence upon Tuesday the last of May, by 
whom I wrote to you, and sent all your letters, with one from Eng- 
land, and all such news as came to hand ; and with that company, 
viz. by Tho. Bull and a man of mine own, I sent six cows, four steers 
and a bull. I left it to James and Thomas Skidmore to send such as 
might be fittest both for travel and for your use. I now send this by 
the Rebecca, in'which you shall find such provisions as are here ex- 
' pressed on the other side. Mr. Fenwick of Gray's Inn (one of those 
who employ you) hath written to you by Mr. Hooker, and intends, 
about a month hence, with my brother P. to be with you. The sen« 
tlemen seem to be discouraged in the design here ; but you shall 
know more when they come to you. 

I received a very loving letter from my Lord S« wherein he ex- 
presseth a great deal of satisfaction in your proceedings ; but saith 
withal, that those up the river have carved largely for themselves, 
which, he thinks, they will after repent, when they see what helps 
they have deprived themselves of. The ship, which went to Ireland for 
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sheep, lost ail her sheep, being five hundred, and so bare ap when she 
was near this coast. Capt. Mason is dead ; and thereupon all their 
designs asainst us are .(through God's great mercj) fallen asleep. 
But, of all these things, jou shall hear more fully when my other 
letters come to you. Here are come for you, from my sister Downing, 
divers chests of commodities, and many firkins of butter and suet, 
which I have bestowed till I hear what you will have done with 
them. There is a great glut of all provisions, so as they are not 
like to fall in haste. 

We had nine pieces of ordnance to the Rebecca her side ; but all 
the means could be used could not get one iiito her. Sir Nath. 
Boynton hath sent more cattle, and two servants. I intend to send 
his servants to Ipswich to provide for them against winter ; for here 
is not hay to be had. His letters to you come by Mr. Hooker. Sir 
A. Hazlerig hath refused my brother P. his bills, which is great 
damage both to him and Mr. Endecott. 

I pray deliver this letter enclosed to John Friend, and if he par 
jou the money, deliver him his bill, (which is here also enclosed ;) if 
not, I pray return it to me again. 

Here was an anvil, with a beak horn at the end of it, which I think 
was carried to Con. If it be, I pray send it back, for it is challenged. 

I paid Mr. Garsford of Salem £5 for a buff* coat for Mr. Gardiner, 
whicli you must remember to put upon his account Your wampom- 
peak I put off for £30, to be paid in England for the provisions I 
send you. * 

Soiling and his wife will come to you by the next, if he hear not 
to the contrary. I know not what to write more on the sudden. I 
think your wOe writes, but s(]ie is now at the Garden with my cousin 
Mary. The Lord bless and prosper you. Your mother salutes you. 
Farewell. 

Provisions sent in the Rebecca, 

A hoeshead of oatmeal. 

Two hossheads of meal £8.02 

Five casks of peas 10.08 

Seven barrels of beef. 14.14 

A hogshead of pork, which my brother P. puts in...,........! 4.07.7 

A frafl of figs, which I send to yourself, (in the barrel of raisins.) 
^Two kilderkins of butter, put in by Mr. reirce for Seijeant Willes. 
A barrel of raisins of the sun, (the figs are in the end that hath 

your mark in black lead,) about two cwt. at 45s. the cwt which is 

about four pounds and a half. 
Four barrels of meal. 
A rundlet of sack, of [blank] gallons. 
Biscuit in two great bags, at -30s. the cwt. 

1 I have paid for them j£7.4.4, which he is to pay you. 

This 10 of the 4 mo. 1636. 

To my very loving Son^ Mr. Jom Wihthrop, Govemour of 
the Plantation upon the mtnUh of the Conecticott^ d*d. 
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A 60. . 

Sod, 

I WROTE to jou bj Mr. Hooker, and sent jou, withal, the 
< letters out of England, and six cows, four steers, and one bull. I 
wrote since by Mr. Hodges in the Rebecca, and sent many provisions, 
as by my letter did appear ; sin<;e which time the Wren came in, and 
one brought me your letter, but being very busy with divers friends, 
I desired him to come to me again at dinner ; but I never heard of 
him since, nor of any other of that vessel, so as I know not what 
they intend to do with the clay you sent The potter saith, that you 
sent formerly, is very eood, I shall take order with him about your 
store, &c. I have spoke with Mf. Wilson and Mr. Coddington for 
money, but can set none. I virill send you what I have or can bor- 
row by John Gallop, (£10,) and some wether goats. The Bachelor 
is to come to you next week with Mr. Peicce's goods, and the lighter, 
with some ordnance [in] Mr. Peirce his pinnace. Mr. Fenwick, my 
brother Peter, &c. set forth on horseback on the 27 of this monUi, 
and will expect your aliallop at the upper towns to carry them down 
the river, uid so will go in Mr. reirce's pinnace to Long Island, 
Hudson's River, &c. I would have sent you some ship beer, but Mr. 
Fleming hath provided a butt brought in John Gallop. Good wife B. 
is delivered oi a daughter, and abroad again in a week. Your wife 
grows big, but as lively as any woman in the house, God be praised. 

I do not send you 6eorge» faiecause they are speaking of putting off 
servants, &c. I suppose, when they come to you, they will consider 
of the widow Bushnell and of the other widows at Ten Hills, widow 
Briskowe, who hath been sick ever since you went abroad, and is a 
great burden to us. 

We hear that Scilla Nova is at the West Indies ; but we hear 
nothing of the Pied Cow. 

I must end, with remembrance of mine own and your mother's 
love and blessing to you and to Stephen. Farewell, my good son. 

23 of the 4th mo. 1636. 

I send you two small susar loaves by J. Gallop. 

Mr. WVs debt is £310. I showed him his bill, with all the several 
sums, and of whom he received them. I have laid out, since you 
went, in provisions, &c. and for seamen's wages, near £200. 

John Gallop hath a pair of stocking for Stephen, and riioes and 
stockings for lien. Smith. 

Serjeant Willes's two kilderkins of B« cost 7.4.4, at Td, the 
pound. If you have more peas and beef than you need, you may 
send back some. 

If you write into England, send your letters by the &rst return, and 
I shall convey them. 

I have taken order with Mr. Coggeshall for Mr. Oldham, &c. 

T9mjf very loving Son^ Mr. Wiitthiiop, Gtfvcmour> 
of the new Plantation upon Connecticut^ d^d, ) 
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A 61. 
Dear in mj thongfais, 

I BLUSH to think how much I have neglected the opportunity 
of presenting my love to yoa. Sad thoughts possess my s(>irit8, and 
I cannot repulse them ; which makes me unfit for any thing, won- 
dering what the Lord means by ail these troubles among us. Sure 
I am, that all shall work to the best to them that love Gra, or rather 
are loved of him. I know he will bring light out of obscurity, and 
make his righteousness shine forth as clear as the noon day. Tet 
I find in myself an adverse spirit, and a trembling heart, not so 
willing to submit to the will of God as I desire. There is a time to 
plant, and a time to pull up that which is planted, which I could de- 
sire might not be yet But the Lord knoweth what is best, and his 
will be done. But I will write no more. Hoping to see thee to- 
morrow, my best affections bein^ commended to yourself, the rest of 
our friends at Newton, I commit thee to God. 
Your loving wife, 

MARGARET WINTHROP. 
8ad Boston, 1637. 

[Probably May, or other session of the general court, or at the synod.] 

To her honoured Husband^ > 
thut be delivered, > 
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My good Son, 

I RECEIVED your letter, and do heartily fc'ejoice atid bleds thfe 
Lord for his merciful providetice towards us all, in delivering your 
wife from so great a danget. The Lord make us truly thankful. 
And I hope it will teach my daughter and other women to take heed 
of nutting pins in the mouth, which was never seasonable to be fed 
"with such morsels. I can ^rite you no neWs, only we hkd letters 
from Conectacott, where they were shut up with snow above a month 
since, and we at Boston were almost ready to break up for want of 
wood, but that it pleased the Lord to op^n the bay, (which was so 
frozen as men went over it in all places,] and mitigate the rigour of 
the season ; blessed be his name. On l^riday was fortnight, a pinnace 
was cast away upon Long Island by Natascott, and Mr. Baobe and 
others, who were in her, came home upon the ice. We have had one 
man frozen to death, and some others nave lost their finders and toes. 
Seven men were carried out to sea tn a little, rotten skifl^ and kept 
there twenty-four hours, without food or fire, and at last gat to 
Pullen Point 

We have appointed the seneral court the 12 of the 1 month. We 
ahall expect you here before the court of assistants. So, with all 
50 voi,. I. 
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hearty saltttations from myself and your mother to yourself and wife, 
and little Betty, and all our good mends with you, I commend you 
to the blessing of the Lord^ and rest 

Your foving falser, 

ja W. 

I send you- herein the warrant for Ipswich and Newtwry. Com- 
flMDd ne to yoar brother and sister Dudley. 

XIrt, fifi, 1637. 

T0 hiM ttry hving £f«n, Mr. Johv Wivthbof, > 
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S0D9 

I RKOEiYEo your letter, and do bless the Lord for your re- 
covery and the welfare of your family. You must be very careful of 
taking cold about the loins; and, when the ground is open, I will 
send you some pepper-wort roots. For the flux, there is no better 
medicine than the cup used two or three times, and, in case of sudden 
y^ torments, a clyster of a auart of water boiled to a pint, which, with 
the quantity of two or tnree nutmegs of saltpetre boiled in it, will 
give present ease. 

For the pills, they are made of grated pepper, made up with tur- 
pentine, very stiff, and some flour withal ; and four or five taken 
fastine, and fast two hours after. But, if there be any fever with the 
flux, this must not be used till the fever be removed by the cup. This 
bearer is in great haste* and so am I. So, with our blessii^; to you 
and yours» and salutations to dl, &c. I rest 

Your loving father, 

JO. WINTHROP. 

This bearer can tell you all the news, which is come from England 
by the fishing ships, &c. 

To my loving Sorh, Mr. John Wintbrof, at ^ 

Bahttem tibi tueque phirimam in Cbrfsto Jeso. t \ 
JoHir Wilson, j 



A 64, 
My dear Wife, 

. When my brother Stephen went hence, 1 was not up, nor 
well, 80 tiiat I could not write to thee. I tiiank God I am now much 
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hettar tbvi I iv«$ wbea iaie left me. Though I 11XIK& dmre to eo^oj 
tfij cDsipanj* yet I would not h«ve thee cross thy mtentions, m 
tttAjii^ till that tune be pest* I hoped to fetch thee home myself* 
bat am yet prevented, 

I can j^et no garde« enclosed nor digged ; but I hear, that, in new 
ground, it is best to he^ when the Weeds are sprung ixp ; for then 
ikej wUl be idl killed £siA grow no more that year, rut my brother 
Stephen in mind to send me my carbine, as he premised me, 8<h 
with my best afectioi^ and love to &ee« I commend thee to the 
Lord, and rest 

* Thine, in my bestt aSections, 

J. WINTHRQP- 
From ihe Salt JSbuse, Monday Morning* 

My dqty to my mother; my love to m^ brothers and all friends; 
foreet not My blessing to Betty and fitz. 

My brother Stephen hath promised to bring thee home, when thou 
comest. 



7> m& dew Wtfe^ Mcs. Ki<w4bb.tb Wintbro^^ > 
at Boston, > 

[Written not probfiMy after the clealk of his father, tiimigb be is noi men- 
iioned, but not later than 1646, for in that year Stephen went to England, 
whence he came not back, before John went to Pequod. It can hardly be 
doubted, that it waa written in May^ 1638 or 1639, before the birth of any 
other children than Betty and Fitz.] 



B. 

The dccomft (fjohn Winthrop, ^^q. late G&vem,our. 

Whb«a3, by order of ik» last general court, commi^woniBrs were 
app^nted, ^\t> Roger Ludlow, Ssq, the deputy goveroour, and Mr. 
Urael Stoi^to«, gent, to receive my accompt of such ^ings as I 
have received and disbursed for pubUck use in the time of my ffoyern- 
ment ; in all due observance ^d submission to the o^er of the said 
court, I do make this declaratory accomfP^t ensuing : 

First, I affirm, that I never received any moneys or other goods 
committed to me m trust for the commonweaUb, otherwise than is 
hereafter expressed. 

Item, I acknowledge I have in my custody certain barrels of com- 
mon iM>wder, and some match mo. drumheads, with ^ome things 
belonging to the ordnance ; which powder, beinff landed at Charles- 
towi%, ]^ enipos^ to the injury of the we^ktto'A I took a^nd bestowed 
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first in a tent.'irbich I made of mine own broadcloth, (being then wortb 
eight ahiilings the jard, bat in that service much spoilt.) After, I 
remoYed it to mj storehouse at Boston, where it still remains, save 
that some of it hath been spent in publick service, and five barrels 
delivered to Dorchester, and four to Roxborj, and three barrels I 
sold to some ships that needed them, which i will allow powder or 
money for. The rest I am readj to deliver vp to such as shall be 
appointed to receive them. I received also some meal and peas, 
from Mr. White of Dorchester in England, and fiom Mr. Roe of 
London, which was bestowed upon sucn as had need thereof in the 
several towns ; as also £10 ^ven by Mr. Thomson. I received also 
from Mr. Humfrey, some rugs, frieze suits, shoes and hose, (the cer« 
tun value whereof I must know from himself,) with letters of di- 
rection to make use of the greatest part thereof, as given to help 
bear out my chaige for the publick. I paid for the freight of these 
goods, and disposed g( the greatest part of them to others; but 
how, I cannot set down. I made use, also, of two pair of carriage 
wheels, which I will allow for; I had not meddled with them, but 
that they lav useless for want of the carriages, which were left in 
England. For my disbursements, I have formerly delivered to the 
now deputy a bill of part of them, amounting to near £300, which £ 
disbursed for publick services divers years since, for which i have 
received in corn, at six shillings the bushel, (and which will not 
yield me above four shillings,) about £180, or near so much. I 
disbursed also for the transportation of Mr. Phillips his family, which 
was to be borne by the government till he should be chosen to some 
particular congregation. 

Now, for my other charges, by occasion of my place of govemour, 
it is well known I have expended much, and somewhat £ have re- 
ceived towards it, which I should have rested satisfied with, but that, 
beinv called to accompt, I must mention my disbursements with my 
receipts, and, in both, shall refer myself to the pleasure of the court. 

I was first chosen to be governour without my seeking or expec- 
tation, (there being then divers other cent, who, for their abilities 
every way, were far more fit) Being chosen, I furnished myself with 
servants and provisions accordingly, in a far greater proportion than 
I would have done, had I come as a private man, or as an assistant 
only. In this office I continued four years and near an half, althou^ 
I earnestly desired, at every election, to have been freed. In this 
time, I have spent above £500 per annum, of which ££00 per 
annum would have maintained my family in a private condition, 
t^o as I may truly say, I have spent, b^ occasion of my late office, 
above £1200. Towards this [ have received, by way of benevolence, 
from some towns, aboi|t £50, and, by the last year's allowance, 
£150, and, by some provisions sent by Mr. Humfrey, as is before men- 
tioned, about £50, or, it niay be, somewhat more. 

I also disbursed, at our coming away, in England, for powder and 
great shot, £216, which I did not put into my bill of charges foi^ 
merly delivered to the now deputy, because 1 did expect to have 
pai4 myself out of that part of Mr. Jphnson's estate, wluch he gave to 
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the pvblick ; but, finding that it will fall far short, I must put it to 
this accompt 

The last thing, which I offer to the consideration of the court, is, 
that mj long continuance in the said office hath put me into such a 
way of unavoidable charze, as will be still as chargeable to me as 
the place of govemour will be to some others. In all these things, I 
refer myself to the wisdom and justice of the court, with this protes- 
tation, that it repenteth me not of mj cost or labour bestowed in the 
service of this commonwealth ; but do heartily bless the Lord our 
God, that he hath pleased to honour me so rar as to call for anj 
thing he hath bestowed upon me for the service of his church and 
people here, the prosperity whereof, and his gracious accejitance, 
shall be an abundant recompense to me. I conclude with this one 
request, (which in justice may not be denied nie,) that, as it stands 
upon record, that, upon the dischai^ «f my office, I was called to 
accompt, so this my declaration may be recorded also ; lest here- 
after, when I shall be forgotten, some blemish may lie upon my 
posterity, when there shall be nothing to clear it, &c. 

JOHN WINTHROP. 

September 4th, 1634. 

"[The foregoiof was copied for me by direction of Alden Bradford, Esq. 
Iben secretary of the commonwealth. It is extremely interesting to obserre 
the diffidence of the author, and bis prudence in guarding from imputa- 
tions, fffhen he shotUd be forgotten^ against his posterity. No distinct 
reference can be found, in the text of the History, to the circumstances, by 
which I could have been Justified in denoting the place of this document in 
Uie Appendix.] -it 



a Page 170. 
Dear Friends, 

Whereas there is a patent granted to certain persons of 
onalitv (friends to New England} of tne River of Connecticat, with 
me places adjoining, together with liberties and prerogatives as in 
such cases are usuaU so that, by virtue thereof, they conceive they 
have full power, right and authority to govern and dispose of all per- 
sons and affairs that shall fall within the circuit and limits of the said 
grant ;. it is therefore conceived requisite, by the agents of the said 
patentees now present in New England, to lay foi*th the claims and 
rights of the said personages to such as here in New England it may 
concern, to the end, if any thoughts or desi^s of others have been 
heretofore, or may be hereafter prejudicial or injurious to the right or 
possessions of the said patentees, they may so far take notice of the 
same, as, whatever hath happened in the bypast, or may befall for the 
future, any way derogating from the former claims, may seasonably 
meet with a loving and fnendly prevention ; at least, every one that 
seems to be interested herein may declare and give reasons of their 

\ 
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titles and pretensions thereto, that 8o» in so wei^btjF an enierpiiser 
the business may be carried an end with order, justice, jieace, and 
joint power and strength for the accomplishing of the same, and frui- 
tion of it with blessing and lore. 

Upon consideratioa of the premises, we conceive, that the present 
face of affairs of Connecticut, as it now appears, will admit or require 
a punctual and plain answer to these necessary queries from the 
towns, that are hitely remored from the Massachusetts Baj to take 
up plantation within the limits of the foresaid patent. 

Imprimis, whether they do acknowledge the rights and daiuis of 
the said persons of quality, and in testimony .thereof will and do sub- 
mit to the counsel and direction of their present govemour, Mr. 
John Winthrop the younger, established by commissioa frwn them in 
those parts. 

Secondly, under what rigHt and pretence they hare lately taken 
up their plantations within the precincts forementioned, and niiat 
government they intend to live under, because the said country is 
out of the claim of the Massachusetts patent. 

Item, what answer and reasons we may return to the said pa- 
tentees, if the said towns intend to intrench upon their righ^ and 
privileges, and justify the same. 

These things we tender to you as our truly respected 'bretKren, and 
do desire jou eapestly to take theiti into your serious and Chriitian 
consideration, with as much secrecy as may be, so ^at we may re- 
ceive your speedy and loving resolutions, that, by the present oppor- 
tunities, which now present themselves for returning your answers 
into England, we discharge our trust, which we have lately been put 
in mind of. And thus we commend you to the guidance and protec- 
tion of our good God, and remain 

Your loving friends, 

H. VANE, Jun. 
JOHN WINTHROP. 
HUGH PETER. 

To 9ur /owiMff and mueh r^tpected Frkndit^ Mr. I^irpLOw, ^ 
Mr. Maverick, Mr. Nswbbrrt, Mr. Ssoiro^vov, f 

and the rest of our Friends mg<itg^d in the bojuiness o/? 
Connecticut PlfintfUions in the Town of Dprchestfr^ d^d. J 
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Sir, 

Tqvrs by Hobi^son we have received, »nd ciurefnl we sbajl 
be (I trust) to observe your instnictioos, a^nd to h^Meo horn? a3 f»»t 
^s the cause will ^rmit. We are now in ^ readia^s^ for ^ihck 
inland ; only we wait for a £iir wind. W^ ^re infinriiqed of w^nj I«- 
4i|ips ther^; %q wo ex^^t the toughest, woi^l^ 1^9 h^^ve yet .m0(.. But 
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we are astitred our cause is oood, and so we combiend oiir$elves tt 
God's mercy and power. B^ reason you sent for Mr, Wilson i9 
come with Air. Hooker> we being willing to show oar loyalty to you, 
and love to the common eau8e« we have, without gaiBBaying, dismissed 
him, albeit we conceived we had special interest in him, and count 
ourselves naked without him, and tlierefore expect supply, if we be 
reqtiired to abide by it. Upon consideration that Mr. Wilson going 
alons in the vessel to Connecticut might the more engage Mr. 
Hooker and expedite his journey to you, and for that, beiag to go to 
Block Island, we could enjoy him but one Sabbath more, we dismissf- 
ed him at first view of your letter. 

We do thankfully acknowledge your care and tenderness toward 
lis, signified by your writings^ and sending my provisions, &c. and 
desire we may deserve it For the hard^ip you conceive you put 
tts to, and pity as for, for my part, what I endure is so little thought 
of, that it is not worthy pity, neither doth it trouble me, and there- 
fore I desire it may trouble none of my friends. It is what I have 
been acquainted with in part before ; and if I be never more put to 
it for God's cause sake, it is much less than I have expected. 
Whiles we et^oy part in what is there to be had, I hope we shall be 
satisfied. 

We bear not of Miantonimo, nor any of the Narrigansets nor 
Nianticks that were with you, concerning the Pequids they have» or 
any thing else, albeit we have sent for Miantonimo to come to us. 
The last day of the week, (being to go to Block. Island, and) wanting 
a guide, we sent Tho. Stanton and twenty men, .mth Lieut. How, 
towards the Narragansets to get one, who found divers people m 
Fequid corn, and desired speech with some of them, but by no 
means could not obtain it, for they ran all away, Still they en* 
deavoured after it, and to know the reason of their running, especially 
seeing we had formerly expressly told them, they must not use that, 
for we should then take them for requids. At lengtli, they told, that 
Englishmen had some of them in prison in the bay, and they knew 
not what Englishmen meant towards them. But we were also told 
by a squaw, that thejr were mixt,Pequioband Narragansets together; 
and were besides signs of two resdezvous ; she said, one was the' 
Peqnids. So, there being twenty canoes, otu*s brought two away, 
with one kettle and beans^ that were at the Pequids' rendezvous^ 
but told tbem, let them come hither, and, if they were Narragansets, 
they should have all virithout any damage. 

We conceive you do well, in keeping tiiem to strict, just terms, as 
also in that you refer them to us in the matters specified ; for we 
conceive, being in the field, with our swords in our hands, we shall 
do better mth them than when the sword is sheathed, and all peace. 

Concerning Pequids harboured by them, we have thoughts (after 
return from Block Island) to require every one of them irom those 
that have them, for these reasons : 

1. Their ftying to them is no submission to us, but of purpose to 
avokl it ; so that they bear the same good will to us as formerly ; 
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tiiat is, thejr «ta]id ttiemiesj ooij lue the Nanagaiisetti and othavs nm 
their covering. 

2. Standii^ thus, we can expect no other bat that they will da 
us mischiefs as opportanity senres; and, besides, be as spurs to the 
Narragpmsetts to provoke them to it, and as captains to aid and 
streng^n them in it, when, Ike 

S. Under the vizor of a Narragansett, thej will come amongst us^ 
and do os mischiefs. 

4. And when a mischief is done, then it will be fathered upon 
some reneeado Pecot, that will have no master to own him ; but it 
will be said, such a one did it, or such a one, Ike, 

Therefore, if thej will not deliver all to us, according to their 
covenant, we cannot think their intentions to be good toward us, and 
shall acc<Nrdinglj declare ourselves towards them ; thou^ we will 
not 80 use like fiiith with them, but first advise with you, unless 
we be constrained. And if QoA do harden their hearts, I doubt 
not but it will be to their perdition. Only I pray for the contra- 
ry, if it be the Lord's will. 

For Wequash, we fear he is killed ; and if he be, 'tis a mere 
wicked plot, and, seeing he showed faithfulness to us, and for it is so 
rewarded, it is hard measure to us-ward ; and what is meet to be 
done therein, is difficult to me to conclude ; 1 shall therefore desire 
your speedy advice. 

After return from Block Island, we shall fall upon destroying com. 
Near to us it fails much by the weeds, and far irom us it will do us 
little good. The Nara^ansetts do raither beans in abundance, and 
we are silent at it; yet, if the^ should turn enemy, it would be to our 
great damage. But my opinion is, that they will be twice advised 
before they will fall out with us. Only they will let us bear their 
injuries as long as we will, and, if they see us in good earnest, I 
believe they will think upon it, especially vrhiles the terrour of our 
sword and our God's doings is upon them. 

There be many Pequids yet living, and such as will do much mis- 
chief. It will oe found therefore necessary for one pinnace, one 
shallop, and some sixty men, to abide here to take opportunities, 
partly at Long Island, and elsewhere upon the coasts, (for they 
lie mostly upon the coast, except such as are under the wins of 
other Indians.) Else I see not many need staj. For, for this place, 
it is scarce worthy much cost As ror plantation, here is no meadow 
I see or hear of near; the upland good, but rocky and unfit for 
ploughs for the most part. Indeed, were there no better, twere 
worthy the best of us, the upland being, as I judge, stronger land 
than the bay upland. 

But if ^ou would enlarge the state, and provide for the poor 
servants of Christ, that are yet unprovided, (which I esteem a worthy 
work,) I must speak my conscience. I confess the place and 
places whither God's providence carried us, that is, to Quillipeage 
River, and so beyond to the Dutch, is before this, or the bay either, 
(so far as I can judge,) abundantly. But unless great necessity, or 
approved policy, require such undertakings, I would be loath to have 
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a hand in, or that 1117 p^ii should fiirther them, for I affect not scati^ 
tering, bot would rather part stakes at home ; jeU so far as it may 
tend to publick utllitj, and the enlargement of Christ^ kingdom, I 
hope I should not hinder so good a work, though it be to selPs dis- 
advantage. It seems to me, &od hath much people to brin^ hither, 
and the place is too strait, most think. And if so, then, coBSidering» 
1st, ihe ffoodness of the land, dd, the fairness of the title, 3d, the 
neighbouraood of Connecticut 4th, the good access that maj be 
thereto, wherein it is before Connecticut, even in the three foremen- 
ttoned considerations, (for the land Connibcticut men so Judge,) and, 
5th, that an ill neighbour may possess it, if a good do not,-— I should 
readilj give it my good word, if any good souls have a good, liking 
to it. 

1 am willing, for my own particular, to stay here so long as jrourself 
and the council, or general court, shall see just cause to require me. 
Yet I also am as wuling to be at home so soon as it may be permit- 
ted ; and, for my part, when some few things more are over, I see 
nothing against but ^at I may come hiome, and therefore shall wait 
to know your minds therein. 

, Thus, with my due respect remembered to yourself, the honoured 
council, and the rest of the magistrates, desiring your prayers, I 
humbly commend you to God. 

Yours, as in duty I am bound, 

ISRAEL STOUGHTON. 

From Pequid, the ^ day of the} 
6th week of our warfare. 3 

To hu much honoured in the Lord^ the Oovemour'^ 
and Council of the Mtutachutetts^ these pretent* \ 

[This was probably written 14 August, 1637. They reached home 26th.] 
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{Uemmstrance or Petition hy Members of Boston Church, in 
favour of Wheelwright, March, 1637. Copied from the Book 
of their Antagonist, Thomas WeUe, pp. 23— 5.J 

We, whose names are underwritten, have diligently obsenred 
this honoured court's proceedings against our dear and reverend 
brother in Christ, Mr. Wheelwright, now under censure of the court 
for the truth of Christ We do humbly beseech this honourable 
court to accept this remonstrance or petition of ours, in all due 
submission tendered to your worships. 

51 VOL. I. 
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• For, first, whereas cmr beloved brother, Mr. Wheelwright, fa cett^ 
gured for contempt by the ^ater part of this honoured court, we 
desire jottr worships to consider the sincere intention of our brother 
to promote your end in the day of fast ; for whereas we do perceive 
your principal intention the day of fast looked chiefly at the publick 
peace of the churches, our reverend brother did, to his best strength, 
and as the Lord assisted him, labour to promote your end, and there- 
fore endeavoured to draw us nearer unto Christ, the head oK our 
union, that so we might be established in peace, which we conceive 
to be the true way, sanctified of God, to obtain your end, and there- 
fore deserves no such censure, as we conceive. 

Secondly, whereas our dear brother is censured of sedition, we 
beseech your worships to consider, that either the person condemned 
must be culpable of some seditious fact, or his doctrine must be 
seditious, or must breed sedition in the hearts of his hearers, or else 
we know not upon what grounds he should be censured. Now, to the 
first, we have not heard any that have witnessed against our brother 
for any seditious &ct. Secondly, neither^ was the doctrine itself, 
being no other but the very expressions of the Holy Ghost himself, 
and therefore cannot justly be branded with sedition. Thirdly, if 
you look at the effects of his doctrine upon the hearers, it hath not 
stirred up sedition in us, not so much as by accident ; we have not 
drawn the sword, as sometimes Peter did, rashly, neither have we 
rescued our innocent brother, as sometimes the Israelites did Jona- 
than, and yet tliey did not seditiously. The covenant of free grace 
held forth by our brother hath tau«rht us rather lo become humble 
suppliants to your worships ; and, it we should not prevail, we would 
rather with patience rive our cheeks to the smiters. Since, therefore, 
the teacher, the doctnne and the hearers be most free from sedition, 
(as we conceive,) we humbly beseech you, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Judge and ours, and for the honour of this court 
and the proceedings thereof, that vou will be pleased either to make 
it appear to us, and to all the world, to whom the knowledge of all 
these things will come, wherein the sedition lies, or else acquit our 
brother of such a censure. 

Farther, we beseech you, remember the old method of Satan, the 
ancient enemy of free j^race, in all ages of the churches, who hath 
raised up such calumnies against the faithful prophets of God. 
Elijah was called the troubler of Israel, 1 Kings, 18. 17, 18. Amos 
was charged for conspiracy, Amos 7. 10. Paul was counted a pesti- 
lent fellow, or mover of sedition, and a ringleader of a sect. Acts 
24. 5 ; and Christ himself, as well as Paul, was charged to be a 
teacher of new doctrine, Mark 1. 27. Acts 17, 19. Now, we be- 
seech you, consider, whether that old Serpent work not after his old 
method, even in ottr days. 

Farther, we beseech you, consider the danger of meddling against 
the prophets of God, Fsalm 105 14, 15 ; for what ye do unto them 
the Lord Jesus takes as done unto himself. If you hurt any of his 
members, the head is very sensible of it; for so saith theXord of 
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Hosts, He that tiNfcheth yon toucheth the «|iple of mine eye, Zech. 
£• 8. And better a millstone were hanged about qpr necks, and that 
we were cast into the sea, thrni that we should offend any of these 
little ones, which believe on him. Matt 18. 6. 

And, lastly, we beseech you consider, how you- should stand in 
relation to us, as nursing fathers, which gives us encouragement to 
promote our humble requests to you, or else we . would say with the 
prophet, Isa. 22. 4, Look froin me, that I may weep bitterly ; Labour 
not to comfort me, &c. ; or as Jer. 9. 2, Oh that I had in the wilder^ 
ness a lodging place of a way-faring man !-— And thus have we made 
known our griefs and desires to your worships, and leave them upon 
record with the Lord and with you, knowing that, if we should re- 
ceive repulse from you^ with the Lord we shau find grace. 



F. 

Beloved Brethren, 

I MET lately with the remonstrance subscribed by your- 
twelves with others. I must confess I saw it once before, but had not 
then time to read it advisedly, as now I have. I hope soon (by 
God's asabtance) -to make.it appear, what wrong hath been done to 
the court, vea, and to the truth itself, by your rash, unwarranted and 
seditions delinquency. In the mean time, I thought fit to advertise 
you of some miscarriages therein ; and though vour countenancing 
of others in the like practice leaves me small hope^ that you wiu 
hearken to my counsel in this, yet, in discharge of my duty and 
brotiierly respect towards yoa, I nave given this attempt, and shall 
leave the success to God. 

1. In this you have broke the ends of your calling, that you did 
publish such a writing, when you were no members of the court 

£. In that you tax the court with injustice. 

3. In that you affirm, that all the acts of that major part of that 
court are void, whereby you go about to overthrow the foundation of 
our commonwealth and the peace thereof, by turning all our magis- 
trates out of office, and by nullifying all our laws. 

4. In that you invite the body of the people to join with you in 
your seditious attempt against the court and the authority here es- 
tablished, against the rule of the apostle, who requires every soul to 
be subject to the higher powers, and every Christian man to study to 
be quiet and to meddle with his own business. 

I earnestly desire you to consider seriously of these things, and if 
it please the Lord to open your eyes to see your failings, it will. bo 
much joy to me, and (I doubt not but) the court will be very ready to 
pass them by, and accept of your submission, and it.)i[iMty be a, r^em^ 
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<^a further and Im rtteonciliation; which the Lord gmnt^aad in bis 
good time effect So I rest 

Your loving brother, 

J. W- 
JItk, 15, 1637. 

To my worthy Friend$ tmd bdmed Brethren^ f 
Mr. CoDmwoTOV, Mr. CooGiniiALi*, and\ 
Mr. CoiiBvur. 3 

[No referenoe is made in mj notes to this document^ because no fit place 
was afforded bj the text. The exasperation of the controversy did not, as 
usual, turn to gall Winthrop^s gentleness of temper, though it seems to me 
to haTe had an injurious influence on his judgment.] 
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It may please the worthy and much honoured gOTemour, deputy, 
and assistants, and, vdth them, the present court, to take knowledge, 
that our desire of staying within this patent was real and strong, 
if the eye of God's providence (to whom we hare committed tmr 
ways, especially in so important an enterprise as this, which, we coo- > 
fess, 18 far above our capacities) had guioed us to a place oenvenient 
for our fanrilies and for our friends* Which, as our words have often 
expressed, so, we hope, the truth thereof is sufficiently declared by 
our almost nine months' patient waitine in expectation^ of some op- 
portunity to be offered us, for that end, to our ^at chazge and^ 
nindrance many wajs. In all which time we have, in many prajers, 
commended the guidance of our apprehensions, judgments, spirits, 
resolutions and ways into the gooid hand of the only wise God, 
^ose prerogative it is to determine the bounds of our habitations, 
according to the ends for which he hath brought us into lliese goudp 
tries ; and we have considered, as we were able, by his help, whatso- 
ever place hath been propounded to us, being ready to have, witii 
contentment, accepted (if by our stay any publick good might be 
promoved) smaller accommodations, and upon dearer terms (if tiiey 
might be moderately commodious) than, we believe, most men, in the 
same case with us, in all respect^, would have done. And* whereas 
a place for an inland fdantation, beyond Watertown, was propounded 
to us, and pressed with much importunity by some, whose words 
have the power of a law with us, in any way of God, we did speedily 
and seriously deliberate thereupon, it being the subject of the great* 
est prt of a day's discourse. The conclusion was,' that, if the up- 
lana should answer the meadow ground in g^iodness and desirable* 
ness, (whereof jet there is some ground of doubting,) vet, cbnndering 
that a boat cannot pass from the bay thither, nearer than ei^t or ten 
miles distan<!e, ana that it is so remote from the bay, and from any 
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lown^ we could mt see how our dweUina; there would be advan- 
tageous to these plantations, or compatible with oar conditions, or 
commodious for our families, or for our friends. Nor can we satis- 
fy ourselves, that it is expedient for ourselves, or for our friends* that 
we choose such a condition, wherein we must be compelled to have 
our dwelling houses so far distant from our farms as Boston or 
Charlestown is from that place, few of our friends beinff aUe to bear 
the chaige thereof, (whose cases, nevertheless, we are bound to con* 
3ider,| and some of them, that are able, not being persuaded that it is 
lawful for them to live continually from the greatest part of their 
families, as, in this case, they would be necessitated to do. The 
season of the year, and other weighty considerations, compelled us to 
hasten to a nill and final conclusion, which we are, at last, come 
unto, by God's appointment and direction, we hope, in mercy, and 
have sent letters to Gonnectacutt for a speedy transacting the pur- 
chase of the parts about Quillypiec& from the natives, which may 
pretend titie thereunto. By which act we are absolutely and irre- 
vocably engaged that way; and we are persuaded, that Grod will oi> 
der it for good unto these plantations, whose love so abundantly, 
above our deserts or expectations, expressed in yOur desire of our 
abode in these parts, as we shall ever retain in thankful memory, so 
we shall account ourselves thereby obliged to be any way instrumeo* 
taland serviceable for the common good.of these plantations as well 
as of those, which the divine providence hath combmed together in as 
strong a bond of brotherly affection, by the sameness of their condi- 
tion, as Joab and Abishai were, whose several armies did mutually 
strengthen them both against several enemies, £ Sam. 10. 9, 10, 11, 
or ratner they are joined together, as Hippocrates his twips, to stimd 
and fall, to grow and decay, to flourish and wither, to live and die, to* 
gether. In witness of the premiseSy we subscribe our names, 

JOHN DAVENPORTE. 
THEOPH, EATON. 
Uie IQih day of the Ist monih, 1638. 

To the much honoured^ the Govemonr^^ 
Deputy and Attiitantt^ ke, > 
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Jtuthenticity of the Dbed of four Indian Sagamores to Bev. John 
trheeltvright and others, 17 May, 16£9. 

Bevore the 13th June, IdSO, I had no more suspicion of the 
truth of the deed to Wheelwright and four others, of 17 May, 1629, 
which is the first article of Appendix in Belknap's N. H., I. and may 
also be seen in Hazard, I. 9,7\ — 274, than of the charter of 4 March, 
1628-^-9, for the colony of Massachusetts Bay, or of any other undis- 
puted document. On that day, casually perusing Gov. Winthrcqp^ 
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History, page lf£ of tiie first edition* afier having twice* in foriner 
years, collated the whole with the original MS. without perceiving 
any inconsistency with an instrument, that indeed had no necessary 
connexion witii m^ ieit, I was struck with the improbability, that 
Wheelwright and his associates, in 1639, should not have mentioned 
their ancient title, when so severely censured by their former breth- 
ren of Massachusetts for now " dealing with an Indian there, and 
buying Winicowet." See page 290 of this volume. 

To remove or confirm my doubts, I considered immediately 
several circumstances, and on the same day wrote for advice to 
N. A. Haven, jun. Eaq. of Portsmouth, competent counsel in such a 
cause. To aici him in supplying an early answer on some suspicious 
points, I mentioned, 1. The wretched argument of Cotton Mather, 
the first article of Appendix in Belknap's r^. H^ III. 2. The names 
of the grantees, not generally known, except Wheelwright, who did 
not probably come over till seven years after, and Wentworth, who 
was probably too young. 3. The absence of Samuel Sharp, on the 
ocean, just parted from England, when he is made witness to the 
signing of tne deed. 4. The seven witnesses of delivery of pos- 
session, on the same day with execution, not one of whom witnessed 
the signing; and the doubts raised in 1707, when the handwriting of 
several, perhaps of all, these seven, could so easily be proved. 
5« The argument from History of Winthrop, which seemed irrefrap 
gable. I asked, if the original deed were visible, that my own eyes 
might judge, whether <' it has almost as many marks of 1629 as there 
be years in the number,** which was the authoritative declaration of 
Mather, without seeing the instrument, probably from the overbearing 
impulse of a celestial vision. My further question was, *< When was 
it last ^een P or heard of ?^ In conclusion, I begged him to inquire of 
Hon. Jeremiah Mason, or any other competent person, and to answer 
every particular. 

Mr. Haven replied, 20 July, 1820, <*I cannot better answer your 
letter of June 13, than by enclosing a communication from Mr. 
Nathaniel Adams, to which it gave occasion. Mr. Adams procured 
for Belknap the copy of Wheelwright's deed, which had been filed 
among the records of the superiour court in 1707, in the case of 
Allen vs. waldron. The papers in this case he examined a few 
years ago, but afterwards mislaid them in the office. They are not 
now on the regular files. He remembers, that Dr. Belknap inquired 
in vain for the original deed. If it exist at all, it must be among the 
heirs of Wheelwright, their executors, administrators, or assigns.— 

^^Ignari hominumqne loconimque, 
Erranras.^' 

The communication of Mr. Adams follows : 

"Portsmouth, July 3rf, 1820. 
" My dear Sir, 

<* I have read witii some attention Mr.Savi^'s letter upon the 
Indian deed to Wheelwright, as well as the deed itself in the Appeu-i 
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dix to Belknap's New Hampshire, vol. I. and cannot discover the 
many suspicious circumstances, with which Mr. Savage thinks it 
' pregnant ;' and as he is methodical in pointing out his objections, I 
will pursue the same order in answering them. 

<' First, with respect to the grantees, three of whom, he s^s, are 
unknown in his researches. It appears from the Records of Exeter, 
that, in the year 16$9, soon after the settlement of the town, the 
brethren of the church there, and the other inhabitants, made a com- 
bination, as thej called it, or form of government, which was signed 
by all the inhabitants, and the names of all the grantees in the deed 
are amongst them. When they came to this country does not ap- 
pear. William Wentworth was one of the first settlers in Exeter, 
and continued there as long as their combination lasted, and then 
removed to Dover. He assisted in defending Heard's garrison in 
1689. If he was born 1609, he was twenty years old at the time of 
executing the deed, eighty at the attack on Heard's, and eighty-eight 
when he died. His mode of securing the gate at Heard's aid not 
require more muscular strength than many men of that age possess. 
I see nothing improbable in his being one of the grantees, bn account 
of his age. 

•* That Wheelwright was not in this country till 1636, is a mistake ; 
for Neal and Wiggin, in a letter to John Mason, Esq. dated August 
13th, 1633, say, • We have treated with a gentleman, who has pur- 
chased a trackt of land of the Indians at Squamscott Falls — the 
fentleman's name being Wheelwright.' Belknap, vol. I. Appendix, 
fo. 6. If Mrs* Pierson's account is correct, that Mr. Wheelwright 
came 0Yer,ttnth his family /m the same ship with Samuel Whiting, in 
1636, then, as Cotton Mather says, < he might step over hither to see 
how the land lay before his transportation of his family.' Belknap, 
vol. III. Appendix, No. 1. 

" 2d. Concerning the two English witnesses, Oldham and Sharp. 
It is acknowledged, that Oldham was in the country at the time, and 
was not killed till seven years afterwards. But Mr. Savage says, 
* that Sharp was, that very da^, on the ocean, just parted from Eng- 
land in company with nigginson,' and refers to Prince's N. E. 
Chronology, I. 185. Prince does not any where assert, that Sharp 
came over with Hi^inson. He says that, on the 30th of April, 
16£9, at a general court of the Massachusetts company in London, it 
was ordered, • that thirteen in their plantation shall have the sole 
ordering of the affairs and government there, by the name of the 
Governour and Council of London's Plantation in the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England.' And, at the same court. Sharp was elected a 
member of this council ; but it does not follow, that he was then 
in England. Endicott was, at the same time, elected governour, al- 
though he was in Massachusetts; for he came over in 16S8, as ap- 
pears from Prince's N. E. Chronol(^, 174 ; and, as others were sent 
over with him to begin a plantation, probably Sharp was one of them. 

*• 3d. As to the witnesses to the delivery ' of possession. This, in 
my mind, is a corrdborative circumstance of the authenticity of the 
deed. The grantees, desirous of having every thing conducted in 
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Hie most fair and open manner, procured not onlj two yei^ respect* 
aUe witnesses to toe execution of the deed, but seven of the first 
characters in the neMibouring plantations to witness the trapsaction^ 
and to endorse on tne deed the delivery of the possession, which 
thej supposed equivalent to the endorsement of liver j of seizin in 
England. Three of these very witnesses, four years afterwardfl, 
recoenize the deed in question, as appears by Belknap, I., Appendix, 
No. 6, above referred .to^ and two of them were diredtly interested 
in the suppression of-it^-if it had been a fomry. • 

*« A copy of the deed^ certified by Jos. Hammond, roister of deeds 
for the county of York, was used in the trial of the cause Allen 
vs. Waldron, in the year 1707, although it was not recorded there 
until 1713. I cannot say why it was lodged in the registei^'s office 
for the count;|r of Forki unless it was, because the heirs of Wheel- 
wright lived in that county.^ After the record of the deed, his heirs 
took it into their possession 9 for, in the year 17£0, the people, who 
settled at Londonaerry, then called Nntfiefd, purchased of Col. Wheel- 
wright of Wells his Indian ririit The ftev. Mr. Mai^regore, in his 
letter to Gov. Shute, says, /-His deed, being of ninety years stand- 
ing, and conveyed from the chief sagamores between the Rivers 
Merrimack and Pascataqua, with the consent of the whole tribes of 
the Indian nation, and well executed, is the most authentick we have 
seen.' Belknap, III., Appendix, No. 4. 

** I have not Gov. Wii^rop's Journal ; but as he did not arrive 
in this country until 12th June, 1630, it is not surprising, that he did 
not mention the transaction of Wheelwnghfs purchase, which took 
place fifteen months before, and especially as it did not relate to the 
society, over which he came to preside. 

*' I shall be gratified if the foregoing observations have any tendency 
to investigate the truth. If I am mistaken, receive with candour tiie 
attempt of 

^« Your friend, 

"NATHANIEL ADAMS." 

On 1 August, 1820, I replied, with much fuller evidence of the 
falsity of the deed, but hot so full as shall be added to this article. 
Here the matter rested until 22 November, 1823, when appeared in 
the Portsmouth Journal an article, under the editor's head, giving 
several reasons for the opinion, that the deed " is, without doubt, a 
forgery." In the Historical Collections of Nelir Hampshire, I. 
29§ — 304, is a defence of the instrument from fhe former gover- 
nour of that state, which is here copied : 

" Remarks on the Authenticity of the Wheelwright Deed, 

" It has been recently affirmed, by a writer in one of our publick 
papers,^ that this deed ' is, without doubt, a forgery.' The reasons 

1 Portsmouth Journal, Noyember 22, 1823. 
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he aMigm in sapport of ibis opinion are, that 1¥heetwri^t wan not 
heard of in this country till 1636, seven years after tiie date of the 
deed ; that Samuel Sharpe, one of the subscribing witnesses, was then 
on the ocean ; tiiat, of the seven witnesses to the delivery of posses- 
sion, no one of them witnessed the execution of the deed, though 
made the same day ; as some of these witnesses were officers and 
agents of Laconia, it is incredible they should have lent their names 
to an act destructive of their own title ; that Wheelwright, in 16S4» 
four years after the purchase from the Indians, claimed only about a , 
mile square at Squamscott Falls ; that, when Wheelwri^t and the 
other gentlemen at Exeter were censured, in 1639, by Massachusetts, 
for dealing ivith an Indian and buying Winnicomett, they made no 
mention of the grant from the four * sagamores ; that no trace of Au- 
gustine Story, Thomas Wite and Thomas Levitt is to be found in 
the history of Massachusetts or New Hampshire ; that William Weat- 
wortb, one of the supposed grantees, died in 1697" ; if he was only 
twenty-one years ola when the deed was executed, he must have 
been eiehty-one when he performed the astonishing feat of strength, 
that Belknap records of him ; and that the orig^nd deed cannot now 
be found* 

" Though these reasons may merit consideration, they do not, in 
my opinion, prove that £^e deed from the four sa^motes is a 
forgery. We have no evidence, that Wheelwright did not come to 
this country till the year 1636. Thoueh he came with hisfamUy in 
that year to New England, he mieht, before that time, have visited and 
resided in it some time without bis family, and that appears to be the 
<^inion of one of our early historians. Dr. Cotton Mather, as is ex- 
pressed in his letter of 1708 to Yauffhan.^ But we have more con- 
clusive evidence to this point : NeaTe and Wiggin, who laid out the 
four first towns in New Hampshire, in their return to John Mason, of 
August 13, 1633, explicitly state tiie fact of Wheelwright's having 
previously purchased of the Indians a tract of land at Squamscott 
Falls, which, when settled, was to be called Exeter.^ 

** The second objection is, that Samuel Sharpe» one of the subscribing 
witnesses, was on the ocean the very day the deed is dated ; and to 
prove this, the reader is referred to 1 Prince*^ N. E. Chronology, 185» 
but, in the passage referred to, there is no evidence that Sharpe was on 
the ocean that day any more than that John Endicott was, wno in fact 
arrived in Massachusetts the preceding summer, and was then go- 
vernour of that colony. All that Prince states is, that Endicott, on 
the 30th of April, 1629,^ was, by the company in England, appoint^ 
eovemour of Massachusetts, and Sharpe a member of the council in 
that colony, and not that either of them were then in England, or on 
the ocean. There is, however, better and more conclusive authority 
than Prince. I will state the factsi though one of them favours the 

1 " 3 Belknap's N. H. Appendix, No. I." ^ " Ditto, Appendix, No. 6." 

3 ^^ He and Sharpe were appointed at an earlier day^ but probably sDm^« 
time in that month.'' 

'52 VOL, r. 
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writer »pm fliep<hit ini*er cflwiidwmtiwi. AleNerftenillfeofWRil 
in Enriand, dated April ir-^lst, 1689, atalea, Hurt, prerioas to ha 
date, my had received a letter fron G«fr.Bndicot4; written bj hiai in 
New Bnglattd, dated September ISth, 1688; and that thej [the 
eonndi in Bn^and] had re-appm$tUd hsni govemear, avd appointMl 
Samuel Sharpe coanaellor, &c. and that thej then thovght Sharpen 
wbe had embarked for New Enf^and, waa detained, by bad weather, 
on the coast of Bn^land.^ Evt, what is of meet importance, ncitiier 
the letter last mentioned. Prince, or the writer in the Joomal, afind 
anj eridence that the 8unad Sharpe te whom tb^ refer was the 
same man who appears as one of the snbscrBiing witneasea. On the 
da V that deed was executed, Samnel Sharpe, the oonnseHor, was pr»- 
babl^ on the ocean ; bnt anotiier man, of the same name, might thear be 
in this oonntij, aiul in foct sobscribe as a witness. The writer ap- 
pears to admit, that John Oldham, the other English sabscribing wit- 
ness, was then in diiscoontry; for he says be was mordered fay the 
Indians in 1786. 

* It is not objected te the witnesses of the delivery of possession, 
that tiiey were not then in tins coantry, bnt that it was incredible 
that some of them should be witnesses to a deed that was de s tr u c ti ve 
of their own title. I can see nothing incredible or improper in 
Neide, Vaaghan, and Gibbons, who were agents, and perhapa owners, 
nnder the Laconia company, sobscribing as witnesses te an Indian 
chiefV delivering p o ssession of part of the tract whidi the company 
clainMd. If they wete present when possession was delivered they 
matt know it, and thetr certifyi^ it in writing conld not operate 
against them or their employers. Their act neither confiraied Wheet- 
wright% titles or impairea that of the company. Foor years after the 
execution of the deed, two of those witnesses, in their rqwrt to Maami, 
aopear to cmu»der Wheelwrights cfadm te the lands, or some part of 
tnem, as good.* Bntthe writer, to evade the force of this fiict, says, it 
waa only aboot one mile square ; and cites WinthropS loumal, p. 178, 
to shew, that, when Massachusetts, in 1639; compWined oi Wheel- 
wri^t and bis associates for pnrchanng Wtmncomett of the Indians, 
he Old not then state his claim to the large tract oonv^ed 1^ the 
deed of 1689. But what necessity was there for his doing it ? If a 
man is required to defend his title to ome tract of land, is he obliged 
to assert and vindicate his claun to two 9 According to Winthrop, 
the complaint of Massachusettsiagainst'Wheelwright was not on ac- 
count of ihe ^rchase and settlemei^ of Exeter, but Winnicomett, 
that is, Hampton. Whedwririit might, within foor years from the 
execution of the first deed, be tnduced, from motives, which, alter the 
lapse of near two centuries, we are unable to discover, to abandon, hia 
right to am^t portion <^ the land described in the deed. We have 
reason to believe, he had neither the means tosettle the whole, or sup- 
port a controversy with Mason and others. 

** Another objection to the authenticity of the deed is, that no trace 
of three of the grantees named in the deed, to wit, Augustine Story, 

1 " Hazard's State Papcn, 256—268." 9 ** 1 Belk. N.H. Appendix, No. 6." 
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Thomas Wite, aad Thoioas Levitt, can be fonnd in the hiitoryof 
lyiassachusetts w New Hampahire, and that it is remarkable t^eir 
lUtmea should never again occur. Whoever reads the deed must be 
convinced, that it was obtained bj the labour and expense of Wheel- 
wright, and not by those of his associates, and that possession of the 
premises was delivered to him, and not them. But it is not tk tact 
that we hear no more of the associates ; for, in the year 1639,-an aeree«. 
nent was made bj the settlers at Exeter, for the ^vemmentof tnem« 
aelves and their concerns. This agreement is signed bj thirtj-five 
persona* of whom are JoAin Wheelwright, William Wentworth, and 
jHwrnas LevUt, three of the five grantees ; and, as to the other tiyo, 
it is highlj probable thej also setued at Exeter, and signed the con- 
tract, but apelled their names difierent from what thev were written in 
the deed, a circumstance that frequently occurs in the old documenta^ 
relating to this country. In the deed, their names were written Au** 
gustine Story and Thomas Witci but» in signing the agreement* 
Augustine Starr and Thomas Wneht^ And the remark respecting 
WiTUana Wentworth, that, if he bacTbeen but twenty-one years of age 
•t the time of the purchase in 1629, he must iiave been eighty-one 
"when he performed the extraordinary feat of strength recorded in 
Belknap, does not appear to me to impair the authenticity of the In- 
dian deed. In the first place, there is no evidence^ that Wentworth, in 
16£9, was twenty-one yearo old, for though minprs are not capable of 
giving, th^ are of receiving deeds. But, admitting he was of that a^e, 
we feat oi strength, which Belknap statea Wentworth^ performed in 
1689, was not greater, if so great, as what he affirms was effected by 
Waldron, who, be says, was then ' advanced in life to the age of 
eishty years.*^ History affords many instances of men, older than 
eiUier of these, who performed greater feats of strength and activity* 

** The last objection is, that tiie original deed has disappeared. Con- 
sidering the long period of time, that has elapsed since it was given, 
and the number of generations, that have passed away, its preserva- 
tion would have been more extraordinary tnan its loss. The deed it- 
jelf was produced in court mX707 ana 1708, in the case of Allen 
vs. Waldron ; it was on the ancient files in the county of York on the 
£8th of January, 171?, and was then recorded in the records of deeds 
in that county. 

'< 1,'here are many other considerations, which support the authenti- 
city of the deed, but it appears unnecessary to state them. 1 will on- 
ly add, that, if the deed was forced. Wheelwright must have beeii 
privy to it ; but the gooilness of his character repels the charge : and, 
if it was foiged, it would be incredible, that a man of so mucli under- 
standing and knowledge as he possessed, should select the names of* 
the officers and agents of the company of Laconia as witnesses, who, 
of all others, were most interested in detecting and exposiog the 
fraud. 

"WILLIAM PLUMER.» 

, > — ■!■ ' .1 ■ ' I r 

1 ♦' 1 Hii8ard»« State Papere, 4«3." a '^ I BeUmap't N. H. 248, 349.'» 
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> My first remarks will be on the iDtemal evidence. 

1. No Indian deed, in mj knowledge, and I have examined ma* 
nj, was ever drawn so long, formal and precise. Conveyances be- 
tween the English were not, for a lonvgfMice of years, artificially writ- 
ten on our side of the Atlantick. This deed was, it will be said, 
drawn by one of the grantees. Bat who coold have done it in so 
clerklike length atd beauty, more than a year before any lawyer, 
except Thomas Morton of Merry Mount, came to the country, and 
haif a century before any lawyers here drew such solemn assurances P 

2. The names of ^e sachems are suspicious. Passaconawty'was, 
probably, not sagamore of Penecook alone, but of much more of tile 
country* confines however to the Merrimack, certainly superiour 
lord of Pentucket ; yet the deed appears to show an equality with 
him of Runnaawi^ sagamore of Pentucket, and of the two others. 
There is, in 2 Hist Coll. IV. 169, a true deed of Haverlnll, 15 No- 
vember, 164$, in which Passaquo and Sa^ahew, <* with the consent 
of Passaconaway,* sell Pentucket, and they, without their {mramonnt, 
affix tiieir marks. I know it may be objected, that, in this very in- 
strument,'the grantors describe " rassaconaway our chief sagamore f 
but this is one of the strongest marks of fabrication. He was chief 
sagamore on the Merrimack, and Runnaawit, if there ever were 
such a person, sagamore of Pentucket, had therefore done well to 
express hi^ fealty; but he was not chief of Squamscot, much less of 
Nuchawanuck, that ever I heard of, nor doiis it appear from any other 
paper. The force of this remark must not be evaded, by referring 
the fact of his superiority, acknowledged appftrantly by Wahangnon- 
awitt and Rowls, only to the other srantor, because the paynient, an- 
nually, from each township within the limits, of ''one coat of truck- 
ing cloth,** is reserved to the cAief alone. Besides this olgection, the 
names of all the other three sagamores are unknown in any other 
transaction. It may indeed be thought, that Rowls is an easy mis- 
take of transcription for Knowles, who, it is known, was sachem of 
Nuchawanack, and, in 1643, granted to Humphrey Chadboume lands 
still remaining in that family, and, in 1650, to Spencer. See Sulli- 
van's Maine, 143. I have two partial answers to this fact: One, 
that, in these deeds, he takes no notice of his liese lord, Passacona- 
way ; and the other, that it is probably an English adopted name. 
But this practice of taking our names was not, in 16S9, used by the 
Indians. Who were the j(wo other strange sachems ? 

3. In the preamble to the deed, this sachems are made to declare 
their inclination «to have' the English inhabit amongst us, as they 
are (imo^gst our countrymen in the Massachusetts Bay ; by which 
means we hope, in * time, to be strengthened against our enemy, 
the Tarateens, whp yearly doth us damage." This is quite incon- 
sistent with truth, biit might readily be suggested to an English- 
man of a later a^e, composing a fictitious dim^ument. The shore 
Indians expressed sOch rear to Plimouth people in 1621^ The 
Tarrateens did, in 1631, surprise the Indians at Aeawam on the 
sea^^ide ; but what fear could the marlial tribes of the uoper Mer- 
rimack; of Squamscot, and of Nuchawanacki entertain of such ftn- 
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known enemies. The EngliBh settlements at Dover and Portsmouth, 
of six years standing, were their shields, if any could have been 
needed. Yet this instrument refers to the humble settlement of 
Massachusetts Bay, i. e. SaJem, eight months old, where Higginson 
afterwards found about ten houses and one hundred settlers. 

4. The grantees, five in number, " all of the Massachusetts Bay,*^ 
are all unheard of ibr some years ; yet, if the men, women and 
children at Salem amounted but to one hundred, and there were 
not, in which I am confident, half as many more in the bay, some 
one of these five names should have appeared in the governour and 
company's letters to Endecott, or in his to them, Especially does 
this apply to Wheelwright, in the deed called «Jate of England, a 
minister of the gospel.* We know the ships, in which most of 
our principal fathers severall"^ came, and tne day of arrival of 
each. Remarkably is this verified of the early mini&ters, except 
Blackstone. He, we know, was not accordant with our Puritans ; 
but Wheelwright was of the straitest sect. This reverend gentle- 
man did not visit PlimoUfth or Salem in their destitute state, want- 
ing the bread of life. f^Ud he leap, with his associates, from the 
anchoring ground thirty miles into the country, without accepting 
congratulations of the settlers on the coast? and leap back from 
S(]^uamscot to England, without a farewell to his friends, coming and 
going without bem^ seen ? 

5. These four liberal sagamores ''give, grant, bargain, sell, re- 
lease, ratify and confirm unto J. W. &c. all that part of the main 
land bounded by the Hiver of Piscataqua, and the River of Merimack, 
that is to say, to begin at Nuchawanack Falls in Piscataqua River 
aforesaid, and so down said river to the sea, and so alongst the sea- 
shore to Merimack River, and so up along said river to the falls 
at Pantucket aforesaid, and from saia Pantucket Falls^ upon a north- 
west line, twentjr Enslish miles into the woods, and from thence to 
run upon a straight Tine, nod^ast and south-west, till [it] meet 
with the main rivers, that runs down to Pantucket Falls and Nueh- 
awanuct Falls ; and the said rivers to be the bounds of the said 
lands from the thwart line, or head line, to the aforesaid falls, and 
the main channel of each river, from Pentueket and Nuchawanack 
Falls to the main sea, to be the side bounds, and the main sea, be- 
tween Piscataqua River and Merimack Rivei( to be the lower bounds, 
and the thwart or head line, that runs f^^ river to river, to be the 
tipper bounds ; together with all islandsr'ithin said bounds, as also 
the Isles of ShoaU, so called by the English, together with all profits, 
advantages and appurtenances whatsoever, to the said tract of land 
l)elonging, or in any .wise appertaining, reserving to ourselves liberty 
of making use of our old planting land, as also free liberty of 
hunting, fishing and fowling." Now it may seem, that, after such 
a grant in 16£9, Passaconaway should not have consented to another 
sale of Pentueket in 1642, by sachems, who acknowledged his sove- 
reignty. But a much stronger objection is, that, at tm very time, 
and even six years before, according to the authentick history of the 
contemporary Gov. Winslow, settlements were nude at Portsmouth 
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and DoTer, wkidi iMih cMitiiraed witbovt ioterhiptioo, under Ae 
{pmots to Gorges* the whole of whose pretended ririits* and those 
m actual eifij«ieDt» on the sea between MerimacK and Piscata^ 

ana, and optfie river close to Nttchawan3^:k, must be defeated by 
lis deed* In view of all the foregoing particulars, one can hardly 
avoid the eonclusioOy that this deM, which, we may soon see reason 
to beliefe, was not made for more than seventy years after its 
assumed date, was made with a special reference to the grant of 
the president and council of New England to John Mason, 7 Not« 
1629, because its lines in the two rivers are the same, and the In^ 
dian deed is made to include Isles of Shoals, which were enbra* 
eed (not indeed by name) in Mason's, and had not been in Gorgei^ 
grant fiut the includinff those islands is a very strongs otjection 
to the deed. What possiolc claim of title could these inland Indians 
have to islands thev never saw, or probaUy heard of? Wheelwright 
could not, as an Aones^ man, which he assuredly was, take their 
grant of lands of great ei(lnt, of which the Hiltons and other»j^ 
i)over, and the dwellers at Portsmonth, had Ions been in peacea* 
Ue enjoyment ; but he mast bavie beemas foolim as dishonest, to 
take in the isles of the ocean, to which the sagamore of Ipswid), or 
Squidrayset, beyond Saco, had much more reasonable claims than his 
supposed grantors. 

6. Of the conditions, or provisoes, the bearing of most is to lessen 
the credibility of the instroment The first, that '< the said Jolm 
Wheelwright shall, within Un veara after the date hereof, set down 
with a company of English, and begin a plantation at Squsmsquott 
Falls," looks more like accommodation of a pre-existent fact to a 
desired hypothesis, than a real bargain by children of the forest* 
Savages are not accustomed to postpone enjoyment or revei^ 
It looks cunning, but it defeats itself. The plantation did begia 
in t^ yeai*s, but ought not to have been delayea as many months.—^ 
The second is of the same character. It was desirable, less than 
eighty years after, ** that what other inhabitants shall come and live 
on saiu tract of land, fvom time to time, and at all times, shall 
have and enjoy the same benefits as the said Wheelwright." But 
what reason could the gnmtors have for imposing such a condition P 
Was not Wh^lwrieht, like anj other purchaser, to seU out par- 
cels of his right ?'--4'h# third is altogether foreign from any imo- 
cinable object of the Iiidiaps.—- The fourth is still more so, and seems 
borrowed from a habit, tfat grew a few years after in the Massa- 
chusetts court in making grants. It has also a strong likeness to. 
Ae erection of townships deigned in a letter of Nod and Wig* 
gin, more than four vears after, which has been hastily thought to 
confirm this deed, which, in fact, it falsifies.-*>The fifth seems ut- 
terly destructive of the verity of the transaction. Why should the 
Indmns require, that their grantees, «' to avoid contentions amongst 
them,* should be sobfeet to ^ the gov^nment of the colony of ihe 
Massachusetts, their ndghbours,.and to observe their laws and or- 
ders until they have a settled government amongst .tliemselvea i* 
What can be mm% irreconcilable to us, who lunow the^eeise dr- 
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camstinces of the colonj, then eoTertng odIj a few acres at Sa- 
lem P Why shoald orders by Capt. Endecott, who had not theh his 
eomttiisaion from the ^^veniotir and company, extend to re^ons far 
beyond the bounds ot the company's purchase of the pneeeding year« 
and confirmed by the charter a tew weeks before tnis date r Is it 
mot apparent^ that the penman of tlus deed knew the subsequent 
assertion and exercise of jurisdiction, by Massachusetts, orer that 
region, but had forgotten, or hoped others would foi^, that it did 
not begin till twelve years after ?•— The sixth is idle repetition of 
the reservation in the premises. Peq>le, who could waste time in 
the wilderness for such forms, midit as well have settled there at 
onee,and would' soon have learned better emplnyment'— The seventh 
is divisible. The first member, providing, that each township should 
pay to Passaconaway and his successors forever ^ one cot^t of truck* 
tng< cloth a jear," *' for an acknowledgment," seems indeed to show 
a reasonable ol:ject of the grantors* care, thought as before hinted, 
under the second head' of these remarks, it leaves all but one with* 
out any such equivalent. But what should have led to the second 
wember, •'and also shall pay to Mr. John Wheelwright aforesaid; 
his heirs and successors forever, two bushels of Indian corn a 
year?" Why should the grantors have taken any care to enforce 
payment to their grantee by those, who purchased of him ? It would 
be no difficult matter, if the deed had been true, to show payment 
of this yearly «* coat of trucking cloth f for the Indians were quite 
punctual, and always have been so, in asking for their annuities. 

r. After the habendum et tenendum, with warranty, come the 
seals and signatures^ with two Indian witnesses, whose names are 
as little known' as those of two, at least, of the grantors. But the 
signing is the remarkable point All the six marks are difierent» 
yet not one is^an Indian mark. Those, who are conversant with 
the habits of the aborigines, in this particular, know their pride is 
exhibited by «nimal or other devices, on the same principle of %(u- 
man nature, that led civilized men to "* the boast of heraldry," to 
pot fomily or fiincy arms and mottoes on their seals. It may be said* 
that exact c^es of the marks should not be expected, because we 
have onlr copy, not original of the deed, given l^ Belknap, and that 
Hazard has not distinguished the marks. I should not insist mueh 
on this circumstance, more than on Hazard's ottiission of the signa- 
ture of one of the grantors, but that the copy, in Belknap, wnich 
has six different marks, was << corrected by a copv on file, in the 
superiour court of New Hampshire^ in the case of Allen vs. Wal- 
dron, which copy is attested by the" re^ster of the original deed. 
jCoald any one have made for the supreme court a copy, without 
these invposing marks from the or^nal? 

8. Perhaps the strongest circumstance of intrinsick evidence is 
the attestation, on the same ** day ' of May, one thousand six 
hundred twenty and nine, in the fifth year of our sovereign lord, 
Charles, king of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, defender of 
the foith," &c. by seven English gentlemen of reputation, five of 
whom were then iirectiif, and the two others indirectly , as agents of 
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GtNrns in another pUntitioD» inteitsted aninst the effect of iaid 
deed, that Wahangnonaway, sagamore of »qttani9({aott, « in behalf 
of himself and the other sagainores then present," did ** deliver qaiet 
and peaceable possession of all the lands mentioned in the within- 
written deed vnto tlie within-named John Wheelwright/* and that 
the deed ** was signed, sealed, and delivered in oar presence." Yet 
diere are two other English, gentlemen of reputation also, witnesses 
to signing sealing and delivering. Now, whj did not the seven; or 
some of them, sign as witnesses to the first soleramtyp Or whj 
dad not one or botii of the witnesses to the first solemnity siat 
as witnesses to die last ? Where was the deed executed P in £e 
wilderness of Sqaamscot ? or in the En^ish settlelnents of Dover 
or Portsmouth ? Wherever it was, it was all one transaction. All 
the nine English are made to say, they saw it signed, sealed and 
delivered ; yet seven only witness delivery of possession, not one 
of whom sisn in the proper place as witnesses of signing and seal- 
ing. All the sachems are said to be present at delivery of pos* 
session, as well aa at execution of the deed ; yet the two English 
witnesses of stsning and sealing say nothing of possession. They 
were far from home, and might stay out the after ceremony as well 
as the others. It is usual at Indian treaties for all parties and 
witnesses to remain to the end of the solemnities, especially if they 
occupy bat one day. 

I now turn to the extrinsick evidence. 

Mr. Adams says, the grantees were all here 4 October, 1099. 
This is to him satisfactory proof of the genuineness, tot me of the 
falsity, of the instrument. There can be no doubt, that, if this deed 
be a forgery, the maker knew of Exeter comlnnation by thirty-five 
persona at that time, as taken from thmr vecords by Hazard, 1. 463 ; 
for his grantees' names are those of the ftmr first signers with the 
thirty-first But it is beyond credibility, that all five, there in Octo- 
ber, 1639, were there, and no others, in Ma^, 1629; for in no other 
instance, in the whole Atlantick coast of this union, will five men, 
on any spot at the^rs^ opening of the country, be found on the 
same spot ten years after. At Plimouth, half died in three months. 
Prince, I. 85, 86. At Salem, we know, there was much mortal sick- 
ness in Endecott's little company the first year, and worse the 
second, after Himnson's fleet of three ships increased the colony. 
A melancholy tale is told by Winthrop of his companions, in the 
letters. Appendix, A 47 and 49. Of our twelve first. assistants in 
the summer of 1630, only five remained next spring, Johnson being 
dead in less than three months, Rossiter in less than four, Salton- 
stall, Coddington, Revell, T. Sharp and Yassall gone to England. 
Coddington and Vassall did indeed return to America; but the for- 
mer, within the fatal ten years, had left Boston forever, to found 
a new state at Rhode Island; and Vassall could not even live in 
Massachusetts. Ludlow and Pynchon, too, were gone within ten 
years. Though the latter wi^s within the jurisdiction, at Springfield, 
he was too remote to contintte in office. So that nine out of twelve 
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were missing in less than the same period that all our five gran- 
tees continue to enjoy life at Exeter. 

fiat Mr. Adams supposes, that all the grantees were here in May, 
16^, and that my proof of IVheelwrighfs coming in I6d6» for the 
first time, is a mistake. He refers to Neal and Wiggin's letter 
to John Mason, 13 Ausust, 1633, Belknap's N. H., I., Appendix, 6: 
** Because you would have four towns named as yon desired, we 
have treated with a gentleman, who has pnrchasea a tract of land 
of the Indians at Squamscut Falls, and your land running up to 
^he said falls on one side of the river from the falls about a mile 
downward, said gentleman having a mind to said land on your side 
to a certain creek, and one mile backward from the river, which we 
agreed on, and the creek is called Wheelwriglhfs, the gentleman's 
name being Wheelwri^t, and he was to name said plantation (when 
settled) Exeter." This letter is verified, seven days oftor, by Vines 
and Jocelyn. Now this letter, so far from supporting the deed, 
tends to its overthrow. 1. Because it refers to Mason's recent de* 
sire about four towns, yet the deed, four years before, contemplates 
diviraon into townships. 2. The purchase was just then made ; for in 
the letters of 24 June and 13 July, 1633, or any former letters of 
the agents to their principals, notice is not taken of it 3. The 
purchase is of « a tract of land at Squamscut Falls," and ** about a 
mile downward ;" not the wh(de province between Merimack and 
Piscataqua, thirty or forty miles back, down to the sea, and Isles of 
Shoals. This Wheelwright was not, probably, our John, though it 
may have been his father, uncle, brother or couun, here in the sum^ 
mer of 1633, after as many thousands of English had eome over 
to New England as there were hundreds in the spring of 1629. I 
cannot believe his character would have been omitted in that letter, 
^ late of England, a minister of the gospel," of course ordained bj 
one of the bishops, friends of their employer. Mrs. Pierson, his 
daughter, ** the more sensible and capaole of the two" " very in- 
competent witnesses to determine the time of their father's lirst 
coming over into America," told Cotton Mather, ** that her father's 
coming over with his family was in the same ship with Mr. Samuel 
Whiting the minister of Lynn, and others," and he adds of themp 
^ who^ we are all sure, came in 1636 ;" and that she never heard 
her father speak of visiting America before^ Now I leave it to 
judges of probability, not to Mather, who, instead of weighing evi- 
dence, had not discretion enough to be trusted to wipe the scales, 
whether Wheelwright, who lived with his children for thirty-four 
years from 1636, can be presumed to have mentioned particularly 
his coming in 1636, when the country was comparatively thriving 
and well filled, and to have omitted the fact of his coming, in 1628, 
to a wilderness, which he saw, in his latter days, blossoming as the 
rose. I say 1628, not 1629, for no vessel in this year had yet broudit 
over men to make a treaty with inland Indians. The mtnute infor- 
mation of the daushter was accurate. Whiting left England in 
April, arrived 26 May, says Mather's Life, in one of the ** fifteen 
> great ships," no doubt, mentioned by Winthrop^ all in our harbour to- 
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sether. On 12 of Jane, little more tiian a fortnight after, our Churcb 
Records have "John Wheelwright and Mary his wife" admitted, 
Nos. 354, 5. In October after, he is mentioned in this Historj, as " a 
brother of Mrs. Hutchinson, one Mr. Wheelwright, a silenced minis- 
ter sometimes in finsland." I ahould be pleiSed with a probable 
explanation of this clergyman's neglect, either to join some of our 
churches sooner, if he remained a few months after his purchase, or 
to bring over his family earlier than 1636, if,, as the exquisite casuist 
suggests, " he had stepped over hither to see how the land lay, be- 
fore his transportation of them." If he had gone back in 16£9, why 
did he not return, if not before, at least, in the ship with his sis- 
ter, Mrs. Hutchinson, and the Rev. Messieurs Lathrop and Symmes, 
witk other good comjpany, arriving September, 1634? See this His- 
tory of that date, compared with Symmes's evidence in Hutchin- 
son, II. 430 and 440. 

Passing over, for the present, several other remarks of Mr. Adams, 
which win be amply answered hereafter, when the trial of the wit* 
nesses comes, I observe his difficulty about copy and originaL ** A 
copy was used in the trial of the cause in 1707," certified by the 
register, though the original was not recorded till 1713. Now, 
when we remember, that this cause was the cause involving every 
title in the province, why was not the original brought from the other 
side of the river, in York county? Why should the register, if 
the original was too precious to be trusted from one town to the 
next, postpone six years the recording of such a valuable instru^* 
ment? How he could certify, except from his record, or how he 
could know the original, never heard of before, to be genuine, are 
4[|ue0tions of very little concern in that time, when the jury would 
believe any thing, and distinguish no more between copy and origi- 
nal, than if Mather had been their foreman. The power of tl& 
court was, of course, nothing. 

The lan^age of Macgregore and others, settlers of Londonderry, 
.proves nothing but their innocence. They were not arrived till some 
years after the death of Allen, when this or any other forged deed, 
c^ ninety years old, became as good as a true one, nobody appear- 
ing to dispute, and every body asserting, its authenticity. The Col. 
Wheelwright, of whom they purchased, was probably grandson of our 
John ; but grandson or son might believe the deed authentick. Hi» 
right to grant may have been under the purchase of 1633, or 
that in 1639; but, if it were under neither, it is very clear, it 
could not be under the deed, of which his father knew no more than 
he did of my present argument I am as well satisfied, that, he was 
dead twenty-five years l^fore that deed was made, as that he lived 
fifty years after its pretended date. 

Mr. Adams wholly avoids or mistakes my argument about Gov. 
Winthrop's silence, which is not, that the governour said nothing 
about thp transaction, *< which took place fifteen months before" his 
arrival; but that Wheelwright and nis associates, when, in March, 
1638-T-9, complained of by our court for buying Winicowett of an 
Indian, knowing that we claimed and had taken possession of it, ''by 
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building an house there above two years since,'' said nothing about 
the transaction, did not triumphantly reply. We bought, ten years 
since, all the lands of four Indian sachems, from Merrimack to Pis- 
cataqua ; we bought, last month, of this poor Indian, only his actual 
enjoyment of Winicowet, but from the sovereigns of the soil more 
than thirty times Winicowet, before one in seventy of your people 
came over the ocean. See page ^90, and compare it with page 303. 
Who made the instrument, is not known to me. It was heard of 
first in 1707, but not in any of the former numerous trials of the same 
title. The counsel for defendant were John Pickering and Charles 
Story. Was Story an heir of the grantee of that name ? On their 
side were court, witnesses, jury, and spectators, with their ears open 
to hear all the pathetick obtestations of the tenant for his cause and 
their own, and their eyes closed against any offensive sights of the 
adversary's strength, or their own weakness. For the honour of 
God's people, and their protection against the Egyptians, this imposi- 
tion of a spurious deed, if known to a few, would seem no worse 
than perjury, which every lawsuit, involving suth interests^ furnishes 
like a hotbed. 

In reply to the observations of Gk)v. Plumer, most of what is 
said above, in answer to Mr. Adams, will be equally pertinent ; and 
very few remarks are necessary, before the following inquiries about 
the witnesses. Mr. Plumer's question, « If a man is required to 
defend his title to one tract of land, is he obliged to assert and vindi-^ 
cate his claim to two f^ is very wide of the point. My complaint is, 
that he does not defend his title to the one tract, that is Winicowet, 
as he would naturally do, if this deed were in existence, by say- 
ing, Winicowet is in our great purchase ten years ago. The elder 
title, I say, would have faien alleged. Again, Mr. Plumer says, 
•*the deed itself was produced in court in 1707." Now this is con- 
trary to Mr. Adams, who says, "a copy of the deed, certified, &c. 
was used in the trial." This is probable; for the copy is certified 
by the register of York, not by the clerk of New Hampshire tribunal, 
in which original had been produced at the trial, but was now with- 
drawn. Mr. Plumer's acquaintance with law processes will satis* 
fy him, that a court does not permit copy of a deed, after original 
has been used in a suit, to be substituted for original, with the verifi- 
cation of register of a county in a foreign province, instead of its 
own clerk. ^But, if it were original, not copy, that was used, I better 
understand the management, which Mather piously considers « a 
remarkable display and instance of the Providence of Heaven in the 
finding of this instrument just before the sitting of your last court," 
so that scrutiny of signatures of men, dead many years, could not be 
had. For so remarkable a gift of Providence, it would have been 
respectful to have incurred the expense of recording; but it seemed 
dangerous, I suppose, for the next five years and a half. Did those, 
whose title materially depended on this deed, expect Providence to 
continue to favour them, bj preserving the deed against their own 
negligence; or did they think the evil of keeping it secret was much 
less Qian that of showing^ it? Mi> Plumer, too, repeats, from C^ 
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Bfather, the assertion, "'if the deed was forged; Wheel wright niiist 
have been privy to it ; but 4he goodness of his character repels the 
charge." I presume tiie paper was forged twentj-six years or m^ore 
after his death; but whether it were earlier or later, there is no 
privity necessary, probable, presumable, or hardly possible. The 
character of Wheelwright is valued by me as highly as by Dr. 
Mather or Gov. Plumer ; and I think it is vindicated, by showii^ 
that he was too sensible, aa wdl as too honest, to take or make such 
a conveyance. But when the pretended deed is shown to be a for- 

Sery, and never heard of till it was wanted, and could be in some 
^ee safely produced, a quarter of a century after he was in his 
l^ve, how can any stain attach to his chajracter ? Na doubt there 
IS guUt somewhere, but it may be too late to ascertain, whether it 
belong to the counsel in the cause, or to the agent of the province, 
who applied to the ambiguous oracle at Boston, or to some othe« 
dealer in such spells and necromancy. 

Of the nine English witnesses, in whose preseiKe this deed is 
attested to be signed, sealed, and delivered, 17 Alay, 16£9, I be«- 
lieve we may entertain strong doubts, whether more than one waa 
then in this country. 

1. John Oldham is first mentioned in 16^, by Bradford, in 
Prince, 1. 149, and Morton's Memorial, 74, from which latter Hub^ 
bard, 92—94, takes his narrative. In 16^ he lived at Nantasket, 
^Hubbard, 107,) having, in March, undei^ne ludicrous and severe pun^^ 
ishment for his injurious treatment of Pliinouth colony, (Bradfoni in 
Prince, 1. 153.) The next year his character, or at least his conduct^ 
changed, '^and we ^ve him liberty/' says Bradford, lb. 158^ ''to 
come and converse with us when he pleases." So high did he standi 
next year, with the saints he had formerly persecuted,, that Gor. 
Bradford, sending to his majesty's council, from Plimouth, 9 June*, 
1628, the letter about arrest and sending home of Morton, the an- 
archist, says in it, ''this bearer, Mr. John Oldham, who can give 
your honours further information upon his oath, if need so require^ 
whom we have sent with the prisoner, and to attend your locd^ipa* 
pleasures," 1 Hist. Coll. IIL 63. Morton^ we are> told» camai back 
next year ; but I shall now show, that Oldham, before May, at least, 
did not: 1. It is highly improbable^ from Sullivan^ Maine, 219, 
reciting the grant in 1629, from the Elarl of Warwick, Lord Gorges^ 
Sir Ferd. Gorges and Thomas Smith, of the territory between Cape 
Elizabeth and Cape Porpoise, to John Oldham and Ridiard Vines, of 
which livery of seizin was given in 1 630, in which grant th^r un«- 
dertaking to transport fifty persons thither, must imply their pre- 
sence in England. Q, It is impossible / for, in our veneraUe Colony 
Records, then kept in London, at a meeting of tl» governour.and 
company, 2 March, 1628-^9, is this passage : " Touching John Old- 
ham, the governour was ordered to confer with him upoa any indif*- 
ferent course, that might not be prejudicial to the company." Three 
days after is this record: ^5 March. A new propositicm being 
made in the behalf of Mr. Oldham, to be entertained by this companr, 
it was deferred to farther consideration.'* On 10 of same month. 
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only five days later, the names are given of a large committee " once 
more to confer with Mr. John Oldham." On << 11 May, 1629. This 
day Mr. Oldham propounded unto Mr. White, that he would have 
his patent examined, and if s agreed by the court, not to have any 
ireaity with him about it, by reason it's thought, he doth it not out of 
love, but out of some sinister respect." Certainly John Oldham was 
all ^is time in London. For these extracts, the New Hampshire 
gentlemen may rely on my accuracy. But in Hazard, L £56---£68^ 
IS the general letter of our governour and company in London to 
their agent, John Endecott, at Salem, 17 April, 1629, from Graves- 
end, in which, pase 258, may be read, " Mr. John Oldham came 
from New England not long before your arrival there," [E. arrived 
September, 1628,|] «by whom we have had no small distraction in 
our business, having been cast behind, at the least, two months time 
•in our voyass, through the variety of his vast conceits of extraordi- 
nary gain," &c. &c. The voyage was that of the three ships, witli 
Skftlton, Higeinson, Samuel Sharp, &c. by whom came this letter. 
They proceed, ^ Finding him" [Oldham]] '* a man altogether unfit for 
us to deal with, we have at last left him to his own way; and, 
as we are informed, he, with some others, are providing a vessd, 
and is minded, as soon as he can despatch, to come for New Eng- 
land," &c. &c. through forty lines it cannot be necessary to trans- 
cribe. There is a P. S. to said letter of 21 April, and from the 
postscript to the P. S. page 268, probably by Gov. Cradock, I am 
snre every one would infer, that Oldham was still there. Now, 
what becomes of the confidence, that Oldham might have witness^ 
ed the deed 17 May of that year? Our ships arrived in the latter 
part of June. 

2. Samuel Sharp was passenger, with Samuel. Skelton, in the 
George Bonadventure, one of the abovementioned three ships, and 
8he was detained at the Isle of Wight till 4 May, and arrived at 
Salem 23 June. See in the foregoing letter, in Haz. I. page 262, 
** We have caused a common seal to be made, which we sef^d you 
by Mr. Sharpe," and, page 265, « If, at the arrival of this ship, Mr. 
Kndecott should be denied this life, (which God forbid,) or should 
happen to die before tne other ships arrive, we authorize you," [by 
whom this letter is carried ?] << Mr. Skelton and Mr. Samuel Sharpe, 
to take <»re of our afikirs, and to govern the people," &c. The P. S. 
of 21 April, page 266, '« The aforewritten is, for the most part, the 
copy of our general letter, sent you, together with our patent, under 
the broad seal, and the company's seal in silver, by Mr. Samuel 
Sharpe, passenger in the George, who, we think, is yet riding in 
the Hope ; but, by means of stormy weather, the Talbot and the 
Lion's Whelp are yet at Blackwall. By these ships, that are to 
follow, we intend," &c. See, also, the next letter of our governour 
and company, «« London, 28 May, 1629," with P. S. Gravesend, S 
June, Haz. 1. 277—285 : *« Our last unto you was of the 17th and 2l8t 
April, sent by the last ships, viz. the George Bonadventure, Thomas 
Cox master, who set sail from the Isle of Wight the 4th of thi» 
month, and seconded by the Talbot, Thomas Beecher master, and 
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the Lion's Wlielp, John Gibbs master, who set sail also from the 
Isle of Wigiit about the 1 Uh of this month," &c. This letter came 
bj a new expedition of three ships, in one of which, perhaps, John 
Oldham might have passage, thoueh probably his views, adverse to 
our company, led him to seek other conveyance, it may be in the 
vessel he was providing. We have Higginson's own journal in print, 
kept with the exactness of a log book for each day. It is reputh- 
lished in the invaluable Collection of Hutchinson, pages 32 — 44. in 
page 35, the sailing of the Talbot, in which he was embarked, and 
the Lion's Whelp together, on 11 May, from the Isle of Wight, is 
recorded ; and on page 44, Tuesday, 30 June, *' being come into the 
harbour" [of Salem,] «• we saw the Geoi^e, to our great comfort, then,** 
[quere there PI "being come on Tuesday, which was seven days 
before us.** Now Mr. Piumer, as every body else^ must see, tliat 
our Samuel Sharp, in the George Bonadventure, coming from the 
Isle of Wight to Salem, between 4 May and 23 June, could not' 
si^n his name to this instrument 17 of the same Majr. But I am 
filled with admiration at his suggestion against the identity, that 
'* another man of the ^ame name might then be in this country, and 
in fact subscribe as a witness." What ! two Samuel Sharps in 
New England before the first of July, 1629 ! I beg the gentlemen of 
the other side to inquire, how few more on that day than eight hun- 
dred Rnglbh there were on the whole continent, between Newfound- 
land and Virginia. The computation may take infant Salem, as the 
most populous, except Plimouth, then nme years and a half old, 
two hundred ; the rest of Massachusetts, one hundred and fifty, (Hig- 
sinson, in Hutch. Coll. 47, makes <* in all, old and new planters, three 
hundred," and I give in sixteen per cent. ;) Plimouth, ** neiar three 
hundred," is the boast of their fnends. Prince, 1. 197 ; and there was 
less than one hundred and fifty in the rest of one thousand miles 
of Atlantick coast, counting from five to fifty at Pemaquid, Ports- 
mouth, Dover, Cape Ann, Weymouth, and any other cabin east of 
Yiipnia. There are now one million and three quarters of people 
in rTew England alone, of whom I bes an enumeration of all that 
bear the exact name of Samuel Sharp. Will there be four thousand ? 
or four hundred ? or forty P It is not, and never was, a common 
English sirname ; and the name of baptism is not, probably, unit- 
ed with this sirname more than once in twenty. Ot the represen- 
tatives of New Hampshire in 1824, eleven in two hundred and 
eleven, are Samuels. Mr. Piumer has no hesitation in proving 
John Wheelwright's purchase in Majr, 1629, when there were not 
five hundred English between Virginia and Canada, by a letter 
of Neal and Wiggin, about Mr. Wheel wrieht, 13 August, 1633, 
when there were near five thousand ; but he uiinks a Samuel Sharp 
might have been a witness on that first day, though we prove, that 
the only one of that name, ever heard of in our early history, was 
then on the ocean. If it were to be regarded, however, as a possi- 
bility, that there was a Samuel Sharp at Piscataqua or its neigh- 
bourhood 17 May, 1629, how infinitely multiplied are the chancer 
against another John 01dham/-*a name of much rarer occurrence L- 
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Yet these are the formal witnesses to si^iin^, sealing and deliver- 
ing a deed» when each was some thousands ot miles distant. I say 
each was absent, for the identity of both these, so well known 
persons, must be presumed. How many hundreds of millions to 
one against the presumption, is not a matter for my arithmetical 
powers. Something like such a calculation may be seen in the letters 
of Herbert Marsh, the present Bishog of Liandaff, and Margaret 
Professor of Divinity, to Travis, the unhappy archdeacon, whose 
blunders were the occasion of calling out trom Porson the most 
extraordinary union of perspicacious ailment, witty sarcasm and 
profound erudition, that our language can exhibit. Can an alibi be 
better made out P Can a forgery of near two hundred years old 
be better detected P 

3. " Walter Neal, governour," " came in the bark Warwick this 
summer" [1630] ** to rascataqua, sent as governour there for Sir F. 
Gorges and others.* See page 39 of this History, compared with 
page 7. It may be guessed, that he had been there before, and went 
back to England soon after 17 May, 1629. Might we not presume, 
he had not before been « governour," the title of the verification ? 
I say, he had never been there at all, though, unless he were gover* 
nour, the deed must fall ; and quote the language, <* humbly pre- 
sented and submitted by the governour and company of Massachu- 
setts Bay to the king's most excellent majesty," 6 September, 1676, 
on the solemn subject of our exercise of jurisdiction over New 
Hampshire adverse to Gorges and Mason, Belknap's N. H., I., Ap- 
pendix, 14 : ** Our first exercise of jurisdiction being in the year 
1641, eight years after Capt. Neale, agent for Mr. Mason, had 
wholly deserted the improvement of land and the government of 
the country, which, indeed, he never used but one year ; for in the 
year 1630 he first came over, and in the year 1634 he quitted 
the place, and in the interim neglected the same, in making a voy- 
age for England," &c. 

4. ** George Vaughan, factor," seems liable to part of the objection 
against Neal, governour. I know not when he came first to our 
country, but presume it was not so early. He left in August, 1634» 
and there is nothing to-be found, but this deed, to render it probable, 
he had then passed three years here. The very next article to this 
famous deed, in the Appendix, is a letter from Eyre, of the ** compa- 
ny of Laconia, to Mr. Gibbons, their factor/* dated last of May, 1631. 
Eyre's letter informs Gibbons, that they now «« send you a factor to 
take charge of the trade eoods." Was not this factor, comins out in 
July, 1631, George Vaughan P In the disputed attestation. Gibbons is 
called trader, as Neal is governour, and Vaughan factor, *< for the 
company of Laconia." Now, if Neal were not sent governour by 
the company until 1630, it may be presumed, the factor and trader 
had not their appointments sooner. It appears probable, contrary to 
Belknap, N. H., I. 14, that the company of Laconia was not formed 
till six months after the date of this deed. 

5. " Ambrose Gibbons, trader," came with Neal in the bark War- 
wick, having written to Eyre, 8 April, 1630, from Plimouth in Old 



V 



424 APPENDIX. 

fingfamd, 21 Jalj and 14 August, 1630, from Piscttftqaa* See Bjre^ 
letter in Belknap^ N. H^ I^ Appendix, 2. I conclude, he then came 
for the first time, because his '* wife and children" were sent next 
year ; and if he had been here, with appointment from Mason or 
Goi]^, in 16^, then gone to Ensland, and come back, he would, 
on his second voyage, have brought them. 

6 and 7. "Richard Vines, governour, and Richard Bonighton, as- 
sistant, of the plantation at Saco." What a goodly outside falsehood 
hath ! But this outside is decorated in such a manner as to lead to 
detection. Had the names aUme been given, some doubt might have 
remained aboat these persons. But the offices and the residence are 
both latal. Vines was here, as an explorer, many years before any 
settlement, according to Belknap, Amer. Biog. I. 354-^356, and his 
back might be thou^t broad enough to carry Bonighton, who is 
never heard of till long after this deed. But Vines, with Oldham, 
was, I think, in England, in 1629, takine grant of land here, not pos- 
session, till 1630. The appointment of Vines as governour, and of 
Bonighton, as assistant, of the plantation, which is the important 
point, was not made till £ September, 1639. See the commission in 
Hazard, L, 458«— 462. Sir Thomas Josselyn^, who stands before 
Vines, did not come over. I know, that that commission from Sir 
F. Gorges is for the province of Maine *< from the entrance of Pis- 
cataqua hartiour unto the River of Sagadahock ;" but I deny, that 
Vines was ffovemour and Bonighton assistant under any other com- 
mission. Further, Saco was not settled till some years after this 
deed. See 2 Hist Coll. IV. 187, and Hubbard, 214. 

8. " Thomas Wiggin, agent," was not here, probably, for two years 
after this signing his name. Hubbard, 221, makes him begin his plan- 
tation' in 1631 ; and when the exact truth is found out by the New 
Hampshire gentlemen, perhaps, it will show Hubbard's correctness. 

9. *' Edward Hilton, steward,** was, probably, at Piscataqua, and the 
only one of these nine witnesses, who, we may reasonably believe, 
was there 17 May, 1629. But we may as reasonably doubt his sis- 
nature, as that of the others. If the other signatures are disbelieved, 
in any degree, on account of the descnption given, by themselves, of 
themselves, in the attestation, Hilton's is equally suspicious. Our 
only account of him, for several years, is from HubbarcJ, 214, and if 
Wig^in and the others did not come before May, 1629, Hilton was 
entitled to be called governour, instead of steward ; for Mason had 
not sent over any body superiour to him. * 

I close this examination without making any remarks, though 
very much more presumptive evidence of the fabrication of this in- 
strument, long after its date, could easily be furnished, and may 
be imagined. An apology is, perhaps, due to all my readers for its 
great length. But two gentlemen, at least, in New Hampshire, will 
not complain of the deference shown by me to their opinions, nor 
slight the labour bestowed in proving them erroneous. 

END OF VOL. I, 
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